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PREFACE. 

rriHE object of this book is to provide an English inti-oduction 
-'- to the symbolical method in the theory of Invariants. 
It was started aa an attempt to meet the need expressed by 
Elliott in the preface to The Algebra of Qi.iantics — 'a whole book 
which shall present to the English reader in his own language 
a worthy exposition of the method of the great German masters 
remains a desideratum.' Since then the need has been partly 
met by the article 'Algebra' by MacMahon in the Supplement 
to the Encyclopwditi Britannica. The subject has been treated 
from the commencement in order that readers unacqnainted 
with Elliott's treatise or any presentation of the elements may 
bo able to understand the argument. Such leaders should bear 
in mind that this treatise is only concerned with one part of 
a very extensive subject. The modern theory of Partitions will 
be found in the first part of the article by MacMahon mentioned 
above. 

The first six chapters- — ^a great portion of which, we hope, will 
be found easy reading — may be said to lead step by step to 
Gofdan's wonderful proof of the finiteness of the system for a 
single binary form. The sixth chapter is, in fact, devoted to an 
exposition of Gordan's thii-d proof, but here, as throughout the 
book, we have allowed ourselves a free hand in dealing with the 
memoirs and treatises quoted. For example, we have made much 
use of Jordan's great memoirs on Invaiiants in proving Gordan's 
theorem: in a later chapter on Types of Covariants the development 
of Jordan's method has led us to some results which we believe 
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to be important as well as novel, notably to an exnct formulii fui' 
the maximum order of an irreducible covariant of a system of 
binary forms. 

The remainder of the book is mainly of geometrical intereat: 
much space is devoted to Apolarity and Rational Curves, and the 
treatment of ternary forms is from the geometrical rather than 
the analytical point of view. The only complete system of 
ternary forms given is that for two Quadratics: it may be felt 
that more should have been said on this subject, but we think that 
with the methods known up to the present the treatment of 
ternary forms is too tedious for a test-book. 

The number of references to Mathematical Journals etc. will 
perhaps be fouud uDusually small : for this there is no need to 
apologise since the admirable Bericht uber den, gegeniwdrtigen 
Stand der Invariant&ntkeorie* of Meyer gives references up to 
the last few years and in a more complete fashion than is 
desirable in a book which makes no pretensions. to being exhaustive. 

We wish to thank Dr H, F, Baker for help given to us in our 
early reading and Professor Forsyth for encouragement while 
writing. For reading of proof-sheets we are indebted to Mr J. 
E. Wright, B.A.r of Trinity College, Mr P. W. Wood, B.A., of 
Emmanuel College, and in a still greater degree to the late 
Mr A. P. Thompson, B.A., of Pembroke College, whose enthusiasm 
for Mathematics and research was most helpful and whose early 
death is deplored alike by his teachers and his fellow -workers. 
Our thanks ai'e also due to the officials of the TJniveisity Press 
for great help received during t)ie course of printing. 

J. H. GRACE. 
A. YOUNG. 

* JaliKsbericht der Deiilsohen Blathematilcer Vereinigun/j, Vol. i., 1892. iFrenuh 
tcunslation bjFehr; Gautliiec-ViUarB, Paris, 1897. Italian translation by Vivanti; 
Pellerano, Naples, 1839. Article, InDariantenth&orie in. the BncyeUtpSMe der 
niathematisehen Wissettschafien. 

Attgust 18, 1003. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTION. SYMBOLICAL NOTATION. 

1. If in the expression 

we write a;i=^-^X, + iiiXi, 

we obtain a new expression, viz. 

A.X,-' + 2A,X,X^ + A,X,\ 
where -4„ = ao?i^+ ^0,1^1^1 + a,^^i\ 

-^1 = Mo^i^. + a, (^iVi + fs-^i) + <h^^V2, 

It is easy to verify the identity 

AoA^-Ai" = (aoCh-a^') (|^,jj2 - ^iVd'', 
which shews that the function AaA^ — A^'' of the coefficients of the 
transformed expression differs from the same function a^a^ — a^ of 
the coefficients of the original expression by a factor involving 
only the coefficients contained in the transformation. 

2. In the present work we shall give an acoomit of the 
theory and structure of functions of the coefficients possessing 
properties analogous to that described above; but before pro- 
ceeding to generalities we shall give some further examples. 

If we transform the two expressions 
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2 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH. I 

in the same way as before, and they become 

A„X^^ + 2A,X,X^ + A^X,l 

A^X,^ + 2A^X^X^ + A^X^\ 

then it is easy to verify the identity 

A^A^ - 2A,A,' + A^'A^ = (a^a^' - 2a^a,' + a„'a^) (fii^s - ^jiji)^- 

Thus we have here a function of the coefficients of two ex- 
pressions such that the new value differs from the original value 
by a factor depending only on the transformation employed 

3. As a third example, if the cubic expression 

become A^X^'+SA^X^'X, + 5A^X,X^' + A^X^\ 

when we put «, = ^iX, + ijiXi, 

then we have 

{A,A^ - i4i=) X,' + {A,A, ~ A,A,) X,X, + (A,A, - A^^} X," 

This identity indicates a property quite similar to that illus- 
trated in the two previous examples, but the function, which is 
unaltered except for the factor (fi^^ — ^iVif: iiow involves the 
variables as well as the coefficients of the expression from which 
it is formed. 

The result we have written down tnay be vciified directly, 
but more easily as follows : 

Denoting the original expression by / and the transformed 
expression by F we have to prove that 

d'F 9=-F / ^F Y _ idY d'f ( ay y| 

m^ dx} \dxMJ ~ \^^' 9^=^ ~ l9^.9^ ' I ^^'''" " ^'''■-^ ■ 

dF__dF_dx^ dF_dx^ 
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2-4] INTRODUCTION. SYMBOLICAL NOTATION 

and in like manner 

d'F 

8"F ,3'J' , S'J" ,3" J" 

5X/ - " ST- + "" 3"ito, * '" 8i?' 
But these equations are exactly the same as those which 
express A^, A-i, A^ in terms of a„, «,, a^ (§ 1), hence 

■d-F d'F ( d^F Y_., . .jsysy / ay V] 

The expression ^~ ^ — ( x— -i r ■) is called the Hessian of/. 

4. Let us now explain the phraseology in common use when 
dealing with questions such as arise in our subject. 

Quanidcs. A rational integral homogeneous algebraic function 
of any number of variables Xj.x^, ... iCp, is called a quantic. 

The degree in the variables is called the order of the quantic, 

and according as the number of variables is two, three, four 

we call the quantic binary, ternary, quaternary 

Thus a binary quantic of ordei' m is a rational integral 
homogeneous algebraic function of two variables which is of the 
nth degree in those variables. 

Such a quantic might be written 

but we shall find it invariably more convenient to write it 

i.e. with binomial coefficients prefixed to the various «'s. 
The former of these expressions is now commonly written 
(a„, Oi, «;, ..,, an%ej, tc^)", 
and the latter (a,,, Ui, a,, ..., a^^Xi.x^)", 

a very convenient notation introduced by Cayley. 
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4 THE ALGEBEA OF INVARIANTS [CH. I 

The mere consideration of the transformation of the binary 
form 

will be sufficient to convince the reader of the advantage of the 
introduction of binomial coefficients. 

Passing now to the case of any number of variables, we call 
the quantic a p-aiy q-ic when it is homogeneous and of degree q 
in p variables. 

Thus the most general ternary quadratic is written 

and in general the ternary ?i-ic is written 

2 ,--i-^fflwicAa*«s^ 
p:q\r\ ^ 

where the summation is extended to all values of p, q, r satisfying 
the equality 

p + q-^r = n. 

It will be noticed that here we have prefixed multinomial 
coeiEcients to the a's. 

5. Linear Transformations. The equations 

^. = ?.x, + ^,z, 

are said to constitute a linear transformation from the variables 
a^iCa to the variables X^X,^ — it is of course implied that the 
coefficients on the right do not involve either set of variables. 

The determinant 

i) = I ^, ^,1 

I ?i V'A 

is called the determinant of the tmnsforraation. 

If D vanishes it is evident that «i and x^ are virtuaily identical, 
for their ratio is constant, and hence, as the variables are always 
supposed to be independent, we shall throughout only deal wifh 
transformations which have a non-vanishing determinant. 

On solving for X^X^ we find 
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4-6] INTHODUCTION. SYMBOLICAL NOTATION 5 

SO that the passage hack from the new variables to the old is 
effected by a linear transformation. This is called the inverse 
of the original transformation ; it is evident at once that its 

determinant is equal to yr. 

6. Let us now regard a linear transformation as an operator, 
which acting on x,, (e^ changes them to X,, X^, and let us consider 
the effect of two such operators acting successively. 

If the coefficients of the first are 





f„^,;f„%, 


and those of the i 


iecond 




^i'. vi ; f/. V^, 


then we have 






^,-(,x,+,,x,i 




«.-f,i. + 5,Z.)' 




x,-f,'j,-+„'x,'i 




x,.f,';r,'+<x,') 



and the effect of the two operators acting successively is to change 
from the variables w^, x^ to X,', X^. 

Now on elimination of Xt, X^ we find 

X. = {Ui + ^7.1/) ^.' + (?.'?.' + n.ni) '^i- 

And accordingly we can pass directly from the original to the 
final variables by means of a single linear transformation which 
we shall call 2. 

If we call the two preceding operators S and B' we may write 

and 2 is called the product or the resultant of jS and 8'. 

It must bo carefully noticed that the order of the factors 
S and H' is essential in considering their product. In our 
example we supposed that 8 acted first and then S'. If S' had 
acted first and then S we should have 

2' = B'B 
and it is njanifcst that 2 and 2' are not in general the same. 
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6 THE ALGBBEA OF INVARIANTS [CH. I 

Since the resultant of two or any number of linear trans- 
formations is another such transformation, the whole set of linear 
transformations obtained by varying the coefficients is said to 
form a group — a continuous group because the coefficients ^ and 
1] may be supposed to vary continuously. 

The determinant of 2 is equal to the product of the determi- 
nants of /S and S', as follows from the multiplication theorem for 
determinants. 

The product of a transformation and its inverse is a trans- 
formation which does not affect the variables, i.e. it is 

which is called the identical operator. The determinant of this 
is unity, and, as we have pointed out, the product of the deter- 
minants of a transformation and its inverse ia also unity. 

7. The idea of a linear transformation admits of immediate 
extension to any number of variables w^, iei,...Xp and now the 
transformation consists of n equations 

X, = ?„Z, + ^„X, + ... + ^rpXj,^ r^l,2,...p. 

The determinant 1) formed with the |'s for elements is called 
the determinant of the transformation, and inasmuch as when D 
vanishes there is a linear homogeneous relation between the a>'s, 
we exclude as before all transformations having a vanishing 
determinant. 

If D^O we can solve for the X's in terms of the ®'s and, as 
can be easily seen, each X is a linear function of x,, x^, ... Xp, so 
that we have 

Xr = 1}nXi + 11,1X2+ ... +Vrp^p> 

a linear transformation which is the inverse of the preceding one. 
As in the case of two variables, the resultant of two linear 
transformations 8 and 2" is a third linear transformation 

and on examining the coefficients in S it will be seen at once by 
the multiplication theorem that the determinant of X is the 
product of the determinants of iS and T. 
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6-10] INTEODUCTION. SYMBOLICAL NOTATION 7 

8. In the earlier portion of this work we shall deal almost 
entirely with binary forms, and although we shall bo constantly 
considering linear transformations and their effects, yet the fact 
that they form a group will not be explicitly used. Our only 
object, in introducing these elementary properties of groups, is to 
point out that the connection between invariants and groups is 
intimate and universal- — in other words, that every group has its 
accompanying invariants and, conversely, every set of invariants 
belongs to a group, 

9. Invariants of Binary ForniB. If a binary form / 
be changed by a linear transformation into a new form F, and a 
function / of the coefficients of F be equal to the same function 
of the coefficients of / multiplied by a factor depending solely on 
the transformation, then / is called an invariant of the binary form/ 

Thus for example in § 1 the identity 

{A.A,~A!).{a.u,- <) ({.,, - f,,,)- 

shews that o^iia — a^ is an invariant of the binary quadratic 

An exactly similar definition applies to a joint invariant of 
several binary forms, e.g. 

a^a^ — 2aia,' + do'c^a 
is an invariant of the two binary forms 

and a^'x-? + ^aix-^x.^ + a/*'/- 

10. For the present we shall confine our attention to invariants 
which are rational integral functions of the coefficients. It is easy 
to see that there is no further loss of generaUty if we suppose the 
invariants to be homogeneous in each set of coefficients that they 
contain. 

Thus for example if / be an invariant of a single binary form 
/which is not homogeneous in the coefticieiits « we can write / in 
the form /i + /^ + ... + /„ 

where each element in this sum is homogeneous. 
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8 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH. I 

Now by definition we have 

I{A) = Mx 1(a), 
and therefore 

7, (^) + /,(A) + ... + /.(A) = Jlf {/,(«) + /,(«) + . ..+/,(«)}. 
Bat the A'a are linear functions of the a's and if is independent 
of both, and therefore the only part on the left-hand eide which is 
of the same degree as /i (a) on the right-hand side is 7i (A) ; 

that is to say /j is an invariant. Hence a non- homogeneous 
invariant is the sum of several homogeneous invariants. 

This result can be at once extended to any number of binary 
forms. 

As an example 

aflOa — a^ + f^oas' — 2a,a/ + a^a^ 
is an invariant of the two binary quadratics 

(iTo, a,, (laJiCi, a;^" and (a^, a,', a^'Ja^i, x^^, 
but it is the sum of two expressions 

tt„rt, - al^ 
and KoCa' — 2a,(j|' 4- di^iia 

each of which is homogeneous in the two sets of coefficients;. 

11. Covariants of Binary Forms. If a binary form / is 
changed into a form f by a linear transformation, and a function 
C of the coefficients of F and the new variables X,, X^ be equal to 
the same function of the coefficients of/ and the old variables a:^,^^ 
multiplied by a factor depending only on the transformation, then 
G is called a covariant of the binary form. 

Thus from what we have seen 

ay ay / ay y 

is a covariant of the binary cubic/ and in fact of any binary form. 
An exactly similar definition applies to a joint covariant of 
several binary forms — as an example the reader will have no 
difficulty in shewing that the Jacobian 
a/ 90 _ a/ 3* 
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10-13] INTKODITCTION. SYMBOLICAL NOTATION 9 

of any two forms f and ^ is a covariant of those forms, the 
multiplier being (|^i»?9 — ^ai?i) the determinant of the transformation. 

We shall confine our attention to covariants which are rational 
integral functions both of the coefficients and the variables, and, as 
in the case of invariants, there is no difficulty in seeing that there 
is no further loss of generality in supposing such covaiiants to be 
homogeneous in the variables and in each set of coefficients involved. 
In fact if a covariant be not homogeneous it is the sum of several 
parts each of which is a covaiiant and homogeneous, 

12. Degree and Order of a Covariant. The degree of a 
covariant of a single form is its degree in the coefficients of that 
form- — the order is the degree in the variables. 

The covariant ^r^ :J-„ — [ „ :; i of a binary form of order n is 

of degreetwo and order 2n~~ 4. 

A covariant of several binary forms has a definite partial degree 
in each set of coefficients involved and the order is as before the 
degree in the variables. 

The Jacobian of / and is of degree one in the coefficients of 
each of the two forms, and its order is the sum of the orders of 
f and <l> diminished by two. 

13. Symbolical Notation. In our investigation.s we shall 
find it of the utmost value to write the binary quantic 



^C).. 



in the symbolical form 

so that aj^ — Ua, a^"'~' a<, = a,, ... ai"~''a3'' = a,., ... 03"= a„. 
This representation is startling at first sight, but consider how the 
use of it would introduce errois into calculation. They would 
arise because relations of the type 



between the coefficients prevent our binary form from being a 
general one. Now in representing a functio'n of the coefficients 
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10 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH. I 

symbolically we allow no symbol such as a to occur more than n 
times in any one term, so that the possibility of relations giving 
rise to 

HoCta = a^ 
is entirely precluded. In fact to obtain this relation there must 
be 2n a's multiplied together ia the representation of the function 
a-ofh or <h', whereas, when we allow no more than n a's to occur in 
any one term, the («4-l) expressions 



are independent quantities, i.e. with these restrictions on the use 
of our symbols the (n + 1) coefficients of the original quantic are 
not necessarily connected by any relation, and therefore the most 
general quantic can be represented in the form indicated. 

Accordingly in addition to the symbol a we introduce a 
number of equivalent symbols yS, 7, ... so that 

/=(v, + «,«,)»=(/3,«i + A»',)"-(y.«. + 7.«.)"-- 

or as it will invariably be written 

The symbolical equivalent of ([„«2 is not 

because here there are more than n a's multiplied together. 

To represent OoO.^ we must use two different symbols a, H and 
then 

which is of course equivalent to 

whereas in the same symbols a^ is represented by ai"~'«2/3i"~'^2. 

In general to represent an expression of degree m in the 
coefficients, we have to use m different symbols of the type 
«, yS, 7 

We have said that not more than n a's must be multiplied 
together in a given term — on the other hand if the expression has 
an actual as well as a symbolical significance not less than n of 
these symbols must occur together because only the expressions 

«]", «i"~'ai, ... a," 
have an actual meaning. 
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13-14] INTKODUCTION. SYMBOLICAI, NOTATION 11 

14. A function of the coefficients can generally be represented 
symbolically in different ways as we have seen in the case of a^a^ 
for example, which is eq^uivalent to both 

a n^^a-=^^s and ^SiX-'-^as^ 

There is one method of determining the symbolical repre- 
sentation which is very convenient because it often leads to the 
expression most suitable for our purpose. 

Suppose, in fact, that P is a homogeneous function of the with 
degree in fflj, Ui, ... «.„, then 

p,=(i,.i-+K^+...+h.^]p. 

\ dan oa, oa^l 

is only of degree m— 1 in a^, Oi, ... «„, If in Pi we replace each 
h by the corresponding a we obtain mP, as follows from Euier's 
■ Theorem relating to homogeneous functions. 
In like manner if in 

P ={ X. A+ + i-Vb —A-h — + +S — 'Ip 
^ \ "So, '9ai "■ "9a„J \ "Soo ^9ai '" "9aji/ 

we replace each c and each 6 by the corresponding a we get 

m(m— 1) P and P, is of degree m— 2 in the it's. 

Proceeding in this way we can find an expression P«,_i which 
ia linear in each of m sets of symbols 

a,h,c....k, 
and which becomes equal to P x m! when each ft, t, ... ^ is 
replaced by the correspondmg a. 

Now having formed the expression P,a-\ we replace each a 
by the symbol a, each h by the symbol ^8, each c by the symbol y, 
and so on. Since the esprciSsion is linear in each set of letters, 
each symbol will occur exactly n times in every term, and then, 
regarding the symbols as referring to the same quantic, we have 
the required symbolical expression. 

Thus for example 

"•»■ -»■■=*('• si +'■■ 4 +'- s.) ("•»■ ^ "■">'- 

- i (A V + AV - 2»,«,ft/3,) ..■-A— 

-i(«,A-«.A)'"."-A— , 
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12 THE AIXSEBSA OF INVABIANT9 [CH. J 

and the convenieDce of this expression in terms of a, ^ will be 
abundantly evident in the sequel. 
Es. (i). For the binary quartic shew that 

and \a, a, «2 , = H''A-"A)'(ftr2-(35y,)'(wz- w,)'- 



Ex. (ii). By the same method shew that for any binary form 

Er. (iii). Shew that for a binary form of odd order (a^^ ~ "•Pd'^ '^ ^■''* 
and write down its value for a form of even order in terms of the coefficients. 

15. Polar Forms. The espression 

{n-r)\f d dy . 

where /= Oj," = ^j" = etc. 

is a binary fonn of order n, is called the rth polar of/ with respect 

loy. 

The operator I y, — ■*" ^= 5~ ) > ^'•'^i'^'i '^ frequently written 
fy^J, is called a polarizing operator and the expression 

is said to be derived from / by polarizing r times with respect 
to y. The numerical factor ^^ ^ is only introduced for con- 
venience. 

These polar forms admit of very simple representation in our 
symbols, for 

[y^di;,^y"^-.d "^ =''^''-^>''^ ^^' 

and so on. 

Hence the rth polar of / with respect to y is 
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14-16] INTRODUCTION. SYMBOLICAL NOTATION 13 

The differential coefficients ofy with respect to the variables 
are particular cases of polar forms. 

For if yi = 1, 1/3 = 0, the rth polar is 

da:,' 
aiid if y, = 0, ?/a = 1, the rth polar is 

In general we have 

^+if n ! 

■'— = , — — ciJ^~P-''a,PaS. 

dxfdxi^ {n — p — q)\ 

The form -- - — £-—- "— (y^) (^5-) / is called a mixed polar 
with respect to y and s ; its symbolical expression is 

«."-"»«•".'■ 

16. Effect of a Linear Transformation. If we write 

x, = f,z, + ,,z„ 

then Oc becomes 

or ajZ, + a,X,, 

and hence the binary form aj^ becomes 

or ai''Z,"-+naj"-'a,Xj"-Z, + ...+a/X". 

Accordingly in the transformed' expression the coefficient of 
Xi" is found by replacing x by ^ in the original form, and the 
coefficients of X{^^X^, Xi"~^Xa' ... are found by polarizing the 
coefficient of Xi" with respect to 1; once, twice .... Of course 
suitable numerical multipliers must be introduced. 

The reader will easily illustrate this result by reference to the 
transformation of a binary quadratic in § 1. 
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14 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH. I 

17. The fonn aj^ = /3j," = 'y^ . . . becomes on transformation 
(ajX, + «,X,)» = (y3jX, + ^,X)" = (j(X, + y,X,r = ■ - 

Now we have 
af/3„ - a,/3f = I a.?. + a.fs, a,J?i + o^JJa I = I a„ aj j x | f^, ^, I 
! Af + Af.- /S.^. + A'). I I A, A I Ui. %l 

a result of fundamental importance. 

We shall denote the expression (aiiSs-a.^ft), which we call a 
symbolical determinantal factor, by (a^), so that (a0) = - (fia), and 
the above relation may be written 

To illustrate these remarks let us prove that 
(loCti— 4ffliaa + 3cta^ 
is an invariant of the binary quartic 

We have 
{a„a, - 4ai%+ 3a,0 = ^ (s&^) («««4 - ^a.a, + 3a,V« = i («S)'. 

Thus, if the coeificients of the new form be denoted by capital 
letters as usual, we have 

(A.A.^ iA.A, + 3^,-> . i („,I3, - c.,ft)' 
as follows from the symbolical expression given above. 
But since Q(/3, - a,/3i = {a0) {^i}), 

Af,Ai — 4iAiAa + 3^2' = {^yi^tiO'* — ^<ii + Scta^), 
which shews that a„a4— 4%a3 4-3a2^ is an invariant and that 
the multiplying factor is the fourth power of the determinant 
of transformation. 

18. Symbolical expressions representing Invariants. 

If the symbolical equivalent of an expression /, homogeneous and 
of degree i in the coeSicients of the binary form 

be an aggregate of terms each of which is a product of factors of 
the type (a^), then / is an invariant of the quantic. 
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For let I = %T, where T is the product of w factors of the 
type (a^), then the total degree of T in the symbols is 2w and 
it is also 11 X *, for there must be i sets of symbols, each set 
occurring to degree n; therefore m = 2M/, so that w ia the same 
for every term in the aggregate representing /. 

If /' be the same function of the coefficients of the transformed 
expression, then I' = XT' 

where 2" is found from T by replacing cti by Of , a.^ by a, and so on. 

But since («j^, - a,/3() - (a^) (^v) 

it follows at once that T' = (^^'y^ T, 

and therefore /' — (fj;)'"/since w is the same for every term. 

Hence I is an invariant. 

Exactly the same result is true for any number of binary 
forms if we suppose that / is homogeneous in each set of 
coefficients, for it is easily seen that the number of determinantal 
factors must be the same in every term, it being in fact 

when )ii, Tia, ... are the orders of the forms and t',, t^, ... the 
respective degrees of / in the coefficients of the forms. 

The rest of the proof then depends only on the fact that, 
whatever a and /3 are, we have 

»,/3,-a,ft-(«/3)(f,). 
Thus I is an invariant and the multiplying factor is now 

19. This simple theorem enables us to construct as many 
invariants as we please — we have only to write down a product 
of factors {a/9) and take care that the symbol a. occurs in n of 
these factors where n is the order of the form to which the symbol 
a belongs. If this condition be not satisfied the invariant 
property still holds but the expression has only a symbolical 
meaning. On the other hand, if every symbol occur to the right 
degree but the expression be not reducible to the form above, it 
is an actual function of the coefficients which is not an invariant. 
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16 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH. 1 

As an example we have an invariant of the second degree 
(aQy for a binary form of order n. This vanishes identically 
when n is odd, as can be seen by expressing it in terms of the 
coefficients; or thus, since a, ^ are equivalent symbols 

and hence (a^f = ( - 1)" («/3)", 

giving the result at once. 

Again, for the binary cubic we have the invariant 

(««'(«7)(W(7S)' 
and for the binary quartic the invariants 

In every case it will be observed that the multiplying factor is 
a power of {^t}). 

As an example of invariants of several binary forms we may 
mention («/3)", an invariant of the two different binary forms 
Wj," and ^3,". For quadratics this is the well-known invariant 
„t§2. 

Again (n^) is an invariant of the two linear forms a^ and 0^ 
and in this case a, /3 are actual coefficients as well as symbols. 
Then {a0) (ay) is an invariant of the quadratic ctc^ and the linear 
forms 01C, 7i. 

20. Covariants. A similar method exists for constructing 
CO variants. 

Commencing with an example let us prove that the Hessian 






B a covariant of the binary form f= a^ = 0^ = ... 
Since H is of the second degree in the coefficients 



/ay ay ^ »/■ ay „ y y \ 
/■.{Wh-Kiv.}". 
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Replacing the a's by a's and the 6's by ^'s as usual, we have 

if-Sn-(»-l)>lV..»-A'/3."- 

+ a."a,— ft'A— - 2o,a,ii,— AAA"-) 

= i»'(..~l)-(««-«."-A— , 

as can be iiamediately verified by expressing this in terms of the 
coefficients. 

The transformed quantic is 

and the corresponding expression derived from this is 

(.(0, - <,,ft)' (»|Z, + «,x.)~-(ftz, + AX,)— 
-(f,)'(a/3)-»."A"-, 

which shews that the expression is a covariant and that the 
multiplying factor is (|^)'- 

In general, if an expression C, of degree i in the coefficients 
of/ and of order m in the variables, can be symbolically repre- 
sented as an aggregate of terms, each of which is the product 
of a miraber of factors of the type (a^) and a number of the type 
ctx, then t? is a covariant of/. 

In fact let C = Sr, where P is such a product. 

The number of factors with suffix a: in f must be m, the order 
of C, and if wi be the number of the type {a0) we have 

2w + m = ni, 
for each of these represents the degree of G in the symbols. 
Hence w is the same for every term. 

, If C be the corresponding expression derived from the 
transformed quantic, then 

c - sr', 

where V is derived from V by replacing a, by «f, ctj, by a, and 
so on, and a^ by {a^X-^ + a^X^). 

Thus since (aj/3„ - a„/3() = {a0) {^) 

and Oj, = «! X, + a, X^ 

we have V = (^j?)*" T, 

.-. C'.(f,)-0, 
that is to say (7 is a covaiiant. 
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18 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH. I 

Exactly the same method applies to a covariant of any number 
of binary forms, but now the symbols a, Q, ... may refer to different 
formaand, of course, a symbol such as a must occur in the symboKcal 
expression to the requisite degree. 

We can thus easily construct any number of covariaiits of one 
or more forms, e.g. for a binary form of order n 



is a covariant for any integral value of r, but it vanishes when r 
is odd. 

Again, if a^™, ^J' are two different quantics, 
{a&y aj"-^ ^.J^-r 
is a covariant ; if ?■ = 1 it is the Jacobian. 

As further examples we have the covariants 

(«S) (07) o^'^^So.', («/3)= (07) a^^;9.V.^ 
{a^y {^rff (yay «,^,7„ (a&) (^7) (ycc) (aS) (^8) (7S) c^^0.^jA' 
of the biliary quintic 

As an exercise the reader may prove that the last one 
vanishes identically. 

21. We have seen how useful the symbolical methods are in 
constructing invariants and covariants. In the nest chapter we 
shall prove that they constitute an ideal calculus when we shew 
that every invariant and covariant can be represented as a sum of 
symbolical products of factors of the types {a0) and a^- Meanwhile 
anticipating this result we shall indicate the methods of trans- 
forming symbolical expressions. These depend on two principles : 
(i) Interchange of equivalent symbols, 
(ii) Identities in symbohcal expressions. 

According to (i) if a symbolical expression have an actual 
meaning and contain two equivalent symbols then its value is 
not altered by interchanging those symbols. We have aheady 
used this method in proving that the invariant 

(n/3)" of tho quantic n,," = 0^" 
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vanishes when n is odd. As another easy example we have 

(cfi) iffy) (.,«). 
for the quadratic a^- = ^^' = y^^, 
or for the two different quadratics a^- = 0/ and 71^. 
More generally the eo variant 

(ay3)097)(7=')««"^/3.'-"7."-' 
is ahvays zero unless the three forms a^", 8^ and 7^;" are all 
different. 

22. Fundamental Identities. We have identically 

037)«. + C7«)/3. + M)7. = (I). 

as can easily be verilied. 

From this identity many others may be deduced. 

For example, replacing Xi by S3 and «a by — 5, we have 

(^T)(«S) + (7=<)(^S) + (a/3)(7S) = (11), 

a result useful in transforming invariants. 

Again from (J) 

(^7)«. = {^^)7.-(7«)& 

and hence by squaring 

2 («ffl {"7) A7> - (««■ 7.- + ("7)' (5." - {Hi)' ".■ . . .(111). 

As identities less generally used we may mention 

{»if '.' + (7")"/3." + ("/*)* 7." = 3 (,37) (7a) («» 0.&7, 

(/37)'o.' + {7«)'/3.' + (nffl'7.' 

- 2 \(«I3)' M- A'7.' + (Jirif (^„). T.-fc. + {,„)■ i-ifff ,.,-f3,'\. 

Es. (i). For the quadratic 

..'-ft'-r.'-/ 
(■*)(.r)/i.».-i{(<.»)'r."+("y)'i3."-0v)"«.") 
-!/■(<*)■, 

aince the symbola n, 3, 7 are equivalent. 
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20 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH. I 

Es. (ii). If f^=a^=flx^ and fi~it^=fi^ be two diiFerent quadratics, 
to express the square of the Jacobian J={aa')axa'^ in terms of/ and /'. 

Webave ,^2 = (aa')a,a'^((3i3');3^^'^ 

or .ince (S« o',- OU)H, - Ifi'J) & 

J'HaJ) V-') •Af.-- (W) (e-.') a,?. . IS.' 
-ft'li("«')V."+(S«')' ".'-(*)■•'.") 
-Wi((«.T/i'.'+(?<.')'«.'-(«s')"".') bj (HI), 

or if (.«"-/,„ (™?-(a(l?-...--f,„ (-W--;-, 

webav. 2^"-/,tt,/,+W,-/„/,} 

--(/^,"+/„/,"-2/„A/J. 
Es. (iii). Prove tbat for tbe binary quartic 
/-%'-fi.'-y.' 
(..ffl"(oy)'B,'y.'-J/.(«S)< 
W) (ay) .,'fi.V- */■ ("WVlS.". 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE FUNDAMENTAL THEOREM. 

23. It will be remarked that in every example of in- 
variants and eovariants, discussed in the preceding chapter, the 
symbolical expression for such a function involved only factors 
of the types (a^) and a^g, and further that the multiplier alluded 
to in the definition was always a power of the determinant of the 
transformation. We are now going to establish the general truth 
of these properties. 

As a matter of history, we may observe that the original 
definition of an invariant stated that the multiplier was of the 
form mentioned; but following the logical, rather than the 
historical order, we shall first prove that the multiplier must 
be a power of the determinant and then proceed to prove the 
proposition relating to the symbolical forms for invariants and 
eovariants. 

24. Suppose that / is an invariant or covariant of a single 
binary form /—alter what has been said, § 10, we may assume 
that 7 is homogeneous in the coefficients oif. 

Let the linear transformation 

i«i = ^i"^/ + Vi^i 

», = ^-^i + ri^2 
change / into /' and let /' be formed from f in the same way 
that / is formed from /; then, by definition, 

and we have to shew that F is simply a power of (fij;^ — |^»;i). 



y Google 



22 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH, II 

Now let a second transformation 

iCs' = f s'iC," + tj^cc^' 
changey into/", and let /" be formed in the same way from /", 
so that 

/"--ftt,',-).'. !■',%') x/'. 

Hence we have 

I" = F{i,. ,„ f„ ,,) X J?({,', ,,', (■, ,,-) X /. 
But we can pass from the variables iCi, x^ to the variables 
x", x^" by the single transformation 

«i = (?!?/ + »?i?s') ^" + i^iVi + Vivi) 10^' 

a^2 = (f 2?,' + v-£-I) a-'i + (l.i;i' + -nmi) <' ; 
therefore 

/"--fKf.f.' + i.f.'X (f,1.' + M,'), (M.' + l*'), (f.l.'+MOlx/. 

Consequently f must satisfy the functional equation 

-f((f,£.'+%f.'). (f.%' + W> (H.' + ,,f;), (I»' + m;)j 

-J'(f„')„ fi.iOxFCf;,,.'.!,',,,')- 

The solution of this equation is not difficult. In the first place 
we remark that since ^i = 1, jji = 0, fs = 0, ija = 1 gives the 
identical transformation, 

F{\, 0,0, 1)=1. 
Again putting J] = /c, i?i = 0, |^a = 0, i;a = «: each new coefficient 
is equal to the corresponding original coefficient multiplied by 
the same power of k, in this case the multiplier is clearly a power 

>■(«, 0,0, «) = «•■. 
Since 

F(l„ ,„ f,. ,,) X f («, 0, 0, «)--F(<|„ «,,, K%,. «,,), 
we liave 

i^C^li. «'?., «?=, 'c%) = «'-^(^., 'Ji, f.,%), 
therefore Fis homogeneous and of degree r in the four variables 

?i, JJl, ^9, %■ 

Finally let us choose %{, jj/, |^s'> 'j/ ^o that 
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which relations give 






then we have 

■f (f., 1„ ft. %) X ?(f,', ,,', f,', ,,■) -*•(!, 0, 0, 1) 
or ^(f.„.,f.,.)xi-g,-|-,-|.|) = ,. 

Consequently since i^ is homogeneous and of degree r 

i'(f„ I,, f„ %) X *"(•?„ -1„ -f..f.)--B'. 
Bat inasmuch as D is obviously irreducihle^i.e. it cannot be 
resolved into factors— and F is clearly an integral function, this 
equation shews at once that both 

-f(f,.%, f.,1.)>in<lJ?(,„ -,., -f„f,) 
are integral powers of D. 

Hence the theorem is established. 

25. Assuming the truth of the proposition j\ist proved, the 
proof of the fundamental theorem that invariants and covariants 
can he completely represented by factors of the types {a/9) and a^, 
is very simple in principle. The actual work requires two lemmas 
of great importance in the present subject, and we shall give them 
separately. Th«y are both concerned with properties of the 
differential operator 

n^Jl ?!-, 

26. Lemma I. If n be a positive integer 

{iik. " mi) '"•"• ~ ^*'>' -"(»+!)(''.!'■- '»*)'"'■ 

In fact ^— {x,y^ - s:^y,Y = ny^ {xjj., - x,^,f-\ 

+ 11 (11- l)<.»,i/,-3!,y,)"-'«,y,. 
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Similarly 



Consequently 

fl (x^y^- x^y^Y = {«(«- 1) + 2n](x^y^ - x,y,)'^^ 
= ra(n + l)(%y3--«2!/i)"""', 
which establishes the lemma. 

If we operate again with H we find 

n,n^ny.-'r,yir = nin + l){n'\)n{x,y,-x,^,)»^ 
and in general 

.a^{x,y,^x,y,r 
:^(n--r)nHn-iy...(n-r + 2y(n~r + l)ix,y,-x,y,)"'^ 
or a'-{xyr^{n + l)nHn-iy ... {n-r + 2nn-r+l)(xy)-r 
Finally 

n"(^.2/«-«^.yO" = (« + l)('^!)^ 
a constant which is not zero — for our immediate purpose this is 
the important result, and it can be at once verified by expanding 

by the Binomial Theorem. 

27. Lemma II. If the operator fi be applied r times to the 
product of m factors of the type a^ by n factors of the type /3j,, 
then each term in the resulting expression contains r deter- 
minantal factors (a^), (m - r) factors a,, and (n — r) factors 8^. 

To ensure perfect generality we consider 

il'-P.Q 

where P = Hj*" a^i''^' ... Os'™' 



and Q = ^„'"/3/' ,../ 

the a's and the ^'s being all different. 
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Now '%- p.Q = s«,"^A'''4^Ar. 

where the summation extends so that r takes all tho values 
1, 2, ... m and s takes all the values 1, 2, ... n. 

Similarly .-^'- P.Q = S«,"-'^/"' ^^ -5^,, . 

Hence on subtraction 

which establishes the lemma for r = l. 

But since the operator il has no effect on a factor of the 
type (a^'/S'") the theorem holds for r=2; in fact 

and performing the operation on the right we have the result. 

Proceeding in this way we see that at each step a new factor 
of the type (a^) appears in each term while one factor of each of 
the types a^ and I3y disappears — this completely establishes our 
lemma, 

Ex. (i). Prove that a' a"' !>/ = ™' -^ "' («&)'■ a^™"'- 6/"''- 

Ex. (ii). With the notation of the text prove that Q^P. Q contains eveiy 
term of type there written r ! times and tliat the number of different terms is 



(m-0!(»-.')!' 



(Use induction.) 



28. Fundamental Theorem. Suppose now that 
is an invariant of the binary form 
then after the linear transformation 
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we have seen that a^ becomes Of and a^ becomes a,; so that if 
tlie new form be 

we have A^ = aj"~''a,''. 

By definition 

F(A„ A,.... A„) = (^,% - r='7ir-f (a», «i, - O ; 

accordingly if the A's are replaced by their symbolical expressions 
F becomes the sum of a number of terms, say SP. Q, where P 
contains only factors of the type a^, and Q only those of the 
type a,. As the degree in J and r) must be w we infer that there 
are just w factors in P and w in Q. 

If we operate on both sides with fl*", P.Q becomes the 
sum of a number of terms each of which is the product of w 
factors of the type (a;3), and the result on the right-hand side is a 
numerical multiple oi F(a„a, ... a„). 

Hence we have expressed F(ao, a^, ...On) in the symbolical 
form peculiar to invariants. 

The proof as given applies to invariants of one binary form ; 
it is the same, word for word, for any number of binary forms, for 
the left-hand side is still of equal degree in | and i), and on the 
right-hand side we have the determinant (fjj) occurring to a power 
equal to this degree. Hence operating as above the required 
symbolical expression is obtained. 

29. The proof for covariants is of the same nature as that 
for invariants, although a little more care is required in the 
manipulation of the symbols ; after what has been said on in- 
variants we may confine our attention to covariants of a single 
form. 

Suppose that F(ao, «,, ... a«, ;t'i, x^) 

is a homogeneous covariant of order m of 

(o-o, a,,... (Xnjic,, it's)" = aa" = yS/ — etc. 

Then using the same notation as before 
F {A„ A„ ... A„, X„ X,) = {^,71,- ^,71,)^ Fia„ a„ ... a^, X,, x^. 
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If the A's are replaced by their symbolical expressions we get 

where P involves only factors of the type a^ and Q only those of 
the type a,. 

But on solution we have 

Now for convenience we shall replace Xj by % and fliaby — u^, 
so that 



Substituting these values and multiplying up by (|i;)"' we 
obtain the identity 

s(-i)-.p.8i.-."*---(ftr*--F. 

We may write the left-hand side SP' . Q' where P' only 
contains factors with suffix f and moreover exactly (w + m) 
factors, and Q" contains (w + m) factors with suffix rj. 

Accordingly after operating with fl''+™ each term will involve 
(w + m) determinantal factors, and the right-hand side will he 
a numerical multiple of F. Now of the (w + m) factors, there are 
w of the type (a^) and m of the type (au), for u must occur to 
degree m in the final as well as in the original expression. 

But (aw) is — Oj, ; hence replacing the u's by the x's throughout 
we have the symbolical expression for P. 



30. Since we have proved that all invariants and covariants 
of one or more binary forms can be completely represented by 
products of factors of the types (a^) and d, and fuither that 
every expression which can be so represented is an invariant 
or CO variant — provided it possesses an actual significance, — it 
follows at once that ai! properties of invariants and covariants are 
implicitly contained in the symbolical representation and can be 
deduced therefrom. 
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31. Let US examiae somewhat more closely tlie constitution 
of invariants of a single binary form 

/= {a„, a, , . . . «„5«i, x,f = a^-^ = /3/ - j^"" etc. 

Suppose that an invariant / is an aggregate of products of 
factors {a/3) such that in every term there are w factors, then 
inasmuch as each symbol occurs n times in / we must have 

where i is the number of different symbols. 

Now the weight of a^ is r by definition aud its symbolical 
equivalent is rx^'^^a^; hence the weight of any product of the 
k's is the sum of the weights of the factors and is therefore equal 
to the total degree to which the letters Ks, ^a, 7,, ... occur in the 
symbolical equivalent. 

In the case of an invariant such as / each term in the 
symbolical expression when multiplied out is the product of vj 
symbols with suffix 1 by w symbols with suffix 2 ; hence the 
weight is w. Further, the multiplying power of the determinant 
for 7 is also w. 

Consider next a covariant of degree i and order m. It is an 
aggregate of terms, each of which is the product of the same 
number (say p) of factors of the type (ny3), by the same number 
(say q) of factors of the type a^. 

We deduce at once the relations 

for each member of the latter equation represents the total degree 
of the covariant in the symbols t, ^, 7, — 
Thus rii = q = ni-2p. 

32. The leading coefficient of the covariant is called a 
seminvariant — it is found at once from the covariant by putting 

and therefore represented symbolically it is an aggregate 
of products of p factors of the type (a^) by q factors of the 
type «,. 
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The weight of this seminvariant is accordingly p, and hence 
we infer that if w be the weight of a seminvariaot and i its degree 
the order of the coixesponding covariant is ni — 2w. 

Thus for example in connection with the cubic 

we have the covariant (a^ya^^x- 
The seminvariant is 

i.e. its weight is 2, as we should have inferred from the number of 
Victors (a&) in the covariant. 

The order of the covariant is 2 and here we have 
i = 2, )i = 3, m = 2, w = 2, 
so that m — ni~ 2w. 

In like manner if the leading coefficient of a joint covariant 
of two quantics of orders % and n, be of degrees i„ i^ in the 
respective coefficients and of total weight w in these coefficients 
conjointly, then the order of the covariant is 

The reader will readily establish this theorem and extend it 
to the case of any number of quantics by using the symbolical 
notation. On putting m = we get a relation connecting the 
degrees and weight of an invariant. 

33. Deduction of a covariant n-om its leading coefficient. 

As we have seen, each term in the symbolical expression for 
the seminvariant must be the product of wi factors of the type 
(o^) by m factors of the type Ui. 

Now suppose that in the seminvariant we replace txi by a^, 
A by ^a;, etc., and leave unaltered a^, ^3^, etc., then (a/3) becomes 

(a,x, + a^o;,) 0, - (ftfl7, + ^,a^) a, = (a/3) ^^ ; 
hence the seminvariant S is clearly changed into Xi" multiplied by 
the corresponding covariant — e.g. in the cubic, (a^ya^^^ becomes 
V X {(x^fa^^x. We have thus a simple means of passing from 
the leading coefficient to the covariant. A similar result for 
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i may be obtained by taking the particular case m = ; 
here the leading coefScient is of course the invariant itself. 

Let there be an identical rational algebraic relation among 
a number of semin variants S,, Ss,...S,. and let G,, <?g, ... Or be the 
correspoDding covariants. 

If the relation be 
and Wj, be the weight oi .%, then the sum 

must be the same for every term — hence if we put the left-hand 
side of the relation into symbols and then change Oj into Ux, 
0^ into 0x as above, we have 

^^„,«,,+^,».+.„+^«'. 2 C/, c^' . .. C/' = 0, 
or SC,*'>C/-...(7/' = 0, 

i.e. the covariants are connected by the same relation as the 
semin variants, 

34. Again when we replace a, by a^ and leave a^ unaltered 
we replace the coefficient a^ by 

Hence except for a multiplier, which is a power of x, a 
covariant is the same function of 

f IK ^ 

as the corresponding seminvarianfc is of 

«„, Ml, Oj, ... »ri ■■. ««. 

Es, (i). If in a seminvariant of weight w we replace a^ by a^, (S; by ^^, 
etc, and leave aj,^j... unaltered, then the result is the seminvariant miiltiplied 
by m^. 

What is the corresponding transformation of the actual coefficients ? 

Es. (ii). Find the result of replacing qj by a. , aj by a,, , (S^ by j3( , 
jSj by j3i, , etc., in a seminvariant, and give the corresponding transformation 
of the coefficients. 
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Ex. (iii). Extend all the above results to the case at two or more binary 
forma. 

Es. (iv). Prove that if in an invariant of a single binary form o^ be 

replaced by p^ - -^ and so on, the result is the invariant multiplied by 

x^'^. State the result of replacing a^ by — — p^' ^^ and extend the argument 
to any number of binary forma. 

35. Alternative proof of the Fundamental Theorem — 
The Aronhold Operator, 

We shall now give another proof of the theorem of § 28 in 
which the original argument of Clebsch will be followed. 
Let ^ be a covariant of a form 

which is homogeneoos in both the coefficients and the variables, 
and of degree i in tho former. 

If F = (A„A„...AnlX„X,)'' 

be the transformed quantic, we have 

4.{A,.A„ ... An)=ti(f>{a„.a„... a„) 
where /j, depends only on the transformation. 

Now if (K,lh,...bnJ^x„a^,y 

he a second form which transforms into 

then («o + X6„, CTi + Xij, ... a„ + X6„$:»„ ^a)" 

transforms into 

{A, + \B„, A, + \B,, ... A^ + \B.^'^X„X,Y. 
Therefore 

4>{A, + XB„, A, + XB„...A^ + XB„) 

= Ii4i {a„ + Xb„, a, + Xh^, ... an + Xb,X 
hence expanding by Taylor's Theorem and C(iuating coefficients 
of X we have 






hA^-*"'}. 



'^ V 9«o 9«i 9«"/ 
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therefore the expression on the right is a joint covariant of the two 
forms ; in other words the property of invariance is not affected 
by an operator like 

V da) ~ \ ° 9fl.„ da, '" " da J ' 
Hence, proceeding exactly as in 1 14, we can construct a co variant 
of i different quantics which is linear in the coefficients of each, and 
which becomes a numerical multiple of tfi when we replace each of 
the i quantics by^^ 

The operator (^s-) is called the Aronhold operator; its 

importance lies in the fact that it enables us to construct simul- 
taneous invariants or covariants of several binary forms of the 
same order when any invariants or covariants arc known for a 
simple form. 

Thus, for example, since ttods— Ml' ia an invariant of the quadratic 

the expression aab^ + a^bo— 2a,b, is a simultaneous invariant of the 
two quadratics 

(dfl, «!, OaJ^i, afj)^ and (b^, 6,, fi^Ja^, a^)*. 
'J'he construction of other illustrations will present no difficulty. 

36. It lia3 been proved in | 14 that anj covflriant of degree t can be 
symbolically represented as a function tj) of degree n in the coefficients of each 
of n different linear forma 

«., ft, y., ■■■; 

since ij> is a covaiiant of the original quantic it is unaltered by any linear 
transformation, except for a factor which depends only on the transformation, 
hence also it is a covariant of the i linear forms. 

By further use of the Aronhold operator we can now find a covariant of 
ni different linear forms 



linear iu the coefficients of each form, and such that it becomea a numerical 
multiple of the original covariant when each of the symbols 



replaced by a, each of the symbols 
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We need therefore only coDsider linear covariants of linear forms in the 
sequel ; we shall prove that every covariant of a system of linear fonuB is a 
rfttiooal integral function of invariants of the type {a0) and covariants of the 
type Or. Once this is estabUshed the general theorem follows immediately. 

37. System of Iilnear Forms. First consider a single linear form 

"1^1 + "4^5 

and let <j/ be any invariant or covariaiit 

If we use the linear transformation given by 

where & is any constant, then the new linear form is Xj and we have the 
equation 

where ji depends only on the transformation, i,e. only on a^, ng, b. 

Now let (l>~\ffQaj'' + TJf,a{^~'ai^-i- ... + ij/-ra^'' 

where the iji's do not depend on a,, n^ but contain only Xj, :>:^. 

Then * = *oJ,''+*,^i'-id3 + ... +*,.j1/ 

where*, is the same function of Xj, Xj as ^, is of J^,, jk^; and further Aj = l, 
j1j=0 since the transformed form is X[. 

Hence *i,=f0=A'('i'o''i''+'^i''i''~'''a+-"+'/'>-''s'') (^)- 

Now % depends only on X^, X^, therefore it is of the form 

the Cb being numerica], hence equating coefficients of x,^ in the equation (1) 
we find 

where X does not depend on 6. 

Consequently n does not depend on li and therefore on making 6 = 
in (I) we find 

for Jfj is now zero. 

Heuce n is constant and ^ is a numerical nmltiple of X,™, i.e. of 

Thus a single linear form has no invariants and the only covariants are 
powers of the form itself. 

We shall now assume that a covariant of any number, less than m, of linear 
forms which is linear in the coefflcienta of each form can he expressed in 
terms of invariants of the type (nj3) and covariants of the type a^. 

Let 1^ be a covariant of the same nature of n linear forms 
n., p., y., ».. ..., 
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lot 01 be the result of putting /3=a in rp, 0^ the result of jjuttijig y=a in <j>^, 
and 30 on, so that i^„_i is the cuvartant of the single form Oj, obtained by 
making 



and in like manner 

OonsMer (., i +.,3^j *-* 

as a differential equation for <ji, it being given that ijij does not contain 3. As 
a particular solution we have 

where S is the degree of i^i in a, i.e. S-= 2 in our case, therefore 

and further ./-, is linear in /3. 

Accordingly yji-^ = P, 3, + Pj Sj , where P[ , J'.j do not contain j9 and 
aiP, +(.2^3 = 0, 
— i = --3 = 
where )(i does not contain /3 and is integral in n, y, S, etc. 

Heiioo +,--P,ft+-PA-(<>|3)ji 

.nd *-|((s|;)*i+(.«»,. 

But iji is a covariant, and ( jS r- J ^^ is a covariant ; therefore (o/i) xi Is a 



covariant ; again, (o^) is an invariant, therefore ^i is a covariant. Moreover 
since xi i°^) '^ linear in a, ft y, 8, ...i Xi '^ linear in y, 3, ... ; therefore by 
hypothesis it cao be expressed in terms of (yS), y^, dj:, etc. 

Thus = n f^T* ) 4'!. together with an expression depending only on (o3), 
Di, and factors of these types. 
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Then in like manner 

together with terms of the required form. 
Proceeding in ttis wny we finally have 



*4(4)(r|)(»S-*. 



together with terms of the required form. 

But 0„ being a covariant of a^ is a numerical multiple of 

and therefore (j^^j LPj (spj ...^„ 

is a numerical multiple of ai^iyi"-- 

Thus ive have expressed the covariant i^ completely in terma of the two 
types of factors (q|3) and a^, that is, if the theorem is true for less than n 
forms it is true for n forms ; but it has been proved true for one form, hence 
it is true uuiversally. 



y Google 



CHAPTER HI. 



POLAES AND TRANSVECTANTS. 



Two sets of variables 



y^,y^, ■•■yn. 

there being the same number of variables iii each set, are said to be 
cogredient, if, when one set is transformed by any linear trans- 
formation, the other set is transformed by the same transformation ; 
thus if a^i, a^s, .., x„ become -2",, X^, ... X^ where 
ic, = l,_,X^ + ;.,,Xs + ... + i,,„X„| 
^,= k,,X, + l,,,X^+ ... +4,„X„ ,,. 



then i/i , i/.j. 



. ^)t will become Y,, Fg, ... F™ where 

y,-kiy, + k.Y,+ .■.+k^Y,,-] 

y^=k,,Y, + k,Y^+ ... +k^Y,,{ 

^J^=KiY, + k,,Y,+ ... +l^M 
5 of variables 



..(II). 



are said to be cmdragredient if, whenever the first set is transformed 
by the equations (1), then the second set of transformed variables 



s given by the equations 



l'.-I,,.y. + 4,,y,- 



i-l..,y. 



..(III). 
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It is easy to see that if" the set of variables x,, x^, ... x^ is 
contragredient to j/i, y^, ... y^', then y,, y^, ... j/„ is contragredient 
to x„ Wi, ... ic„. For example the symbols a and a; in a symbolical 
product are contragredient. 

39. From those definitions we deduce the following theorem : 
If n'l, x^, ... *■„; 2/i, 2/a> -■- y-a Oil's two contragredient sets of 



is unaitered hy any linear transformation. 
Conversely, if 

is unaltered hy any linear transformation, the two sets of variables 
iCi, a^s, ... Xa', yi, pi, ... ya (ce contragredient. 

Let the two sets of variables be contragredient, then if (I) 
and (III) be the equations of transformation, 

= ;/, (;,,,x, + ;,,,x,+...+^,.„x„) 



+ 2/„ (In,, X, + h,,X, + ... + ln,n Xn) 

^ X,{h^,y, + k,iy^+ ■■■ + k.-,y,d 
+ X,{h,^y,-\-l,,^y, + ... + l^,,yn) 

+ 

+ X„ (ii,„ y. + k,^y,+ -.. + ln.« yn) 

=x,¥,+x,r,+ ... + Xn'v^. 



q.E D. 



Conversely let 

be invariantive, then if a^i, a:^, ... w^ are transformed by equations (I) 
X,Y, + X^Y,+ ... +X„7„ 
= arijfj + iC3i/9 + ... +3^„y„ 

= vi {h.i X, ■\-h,,x,+ ... + ;,,„ X„) 

+ ya(?a,,X,+ i^.X, + .,.+i^„Z„) 
+ 

+ y,,{l,„,X,+ l„,,X, + ...+l,,^,X,:). 
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But this is ao identity true for all values of Xi, X^, ... Xn', 
hence the coefficients of Xi_. X^, ... X„ on the two sides of the 
identity are equal ; i.e. 



Y^^l,,^y, + h,^y, + ... + h,„y„. 
This set of equations is the same as (III), and hence the two 
sets of variables are contragredient. Q. E. d. 

It may happen that a set of variables x,, x,, ... x^ is subject to 
a restricted group of linear transformations, and that 

^'1^1 + 3^^!+ ■■■ +'C»y« 
is an. invariant for all transformations which are allowed. The 
above proof still holds that y-i, y^, ... yn is contragredient to 
jCi, iCj, ... ic„. But y„ )/s, ... yn is subject to a restricted group of 
tran sfonna ti ons. 

Ex. (i). If the binary quaatic 

(a„,aj,<t2, ... (Vi^i.a^a)" 
become after auy linear transformation 

{A^, A^, A^, ... A^X-y, X^y, 
then K, «., ... o„K, x.;r = U„, ^,, ... A„IX„ X^f. 

Hence 



are two contr^jedient sets of variables, subject to a restricted group of linear 
transformations. The linear equations connecting the original with the trans- 
formed coefficients of a binary fortu may be deduced from this fact (cf. § 16)*. 



* By means of the group here indicated binary invariants and c 
brought under Lie's general theory of invariants of continuous groups. If we pass 
from the varialiles fi, f,, ... f^ to the variables f,', f^', ... f„' liy means of the 
transformations, 

ft.'=/p(fi,ri, ■■■;„; "I."!, ■-«.). 

and these transformations form a group when the parameters a vary, then a 
function 
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Ex. (ii). Two Rets of variables both contragredient to a third set are 
cogrediertt with one another. 

Ex. (iii). If the deteniimant of transformation of a set of varialjles be n, 
the determinant of traosfoimation of the contr^redieat set is -- . 

40. If Fla„, ii-i, a^, ... «i, x^ he any covariant of a binary 
quantic (a^, «i, a^, ■ . Un^Xi, w.^)" and tfyi, y^ be a pair of variables 
Gogredient witii x^, x,i, then 

is unchanged by any linear transformation of the variables, except 
that it is multiplied by the same power of the determinant of 
transformation as that by which F is multiplied after trans- 
formation. 
For if 

F(A„A„A,„ ... X„ X.,) = /xF (a,„ a^, a,, ... «., a^,) 

where An, Aj, A^, .,., Xi, X.^ are the transformed coefficients and 
variables, and if z,, z^ be any pair of variables cogredient with 
X,, Xi which become Zj, Z^ after transformation, then 

F{A„A,, ... Z,,Z^) = ij.F(a,.a„...s,,z,}, 
jj. being a power of the determinant of transformation. 

But x, + Xy,, w^ + Xy^, X being any constant, are a pair of 
variables cogredient with Xj, a^^, hence 
FiA„A„...,X, + \Y„X, + xY,) = ^LF(a„,a„...,x, + Xy,,x, + \y,). 

Now F being a rational integral algebraic function of all 
its variables, we may expand each side of the above equation in 
powers of \; since X is arbitrary, the coefficients of the different 



is eaid to tie an invaridnt of the group if 

In onr case the variables are (n + 3) iu number, via. a^, o,, ... o„, jii, 3^, and the 
transforming equations are all linear The pat th coefficients in the 

oiiginal tranblormation of Ti j- and f they b h n th t Ji 175-^2711 = 1, then 

am invariant or oovanant of the binary form n nt of the above group 

in (« + J) vanalileB The reader will lind if t t g t wnle tlown the aetnal 
transformations for the a s and theni.e to ye th th j f a group. Cf. Lie, 
J orif angen I er contiitinerhc} f Oruppen p. 718 
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powers of X must be the same on the two sidoa of the equation. 
Hence, using Taylor's theorem : 



from which we see that y. h v., ;^ iF is invariantive, if F is 

V da:, '' dx.J 
a CO variant. 

41. The definition of covariants may now be extended thus ; 
Any function of the coefficients of a single quantic, or of a 
simultaneoua system of quantics, and of sets of variables, — all sets 
being cogredient with the variables of the quanties, — which is 
such that, when ajiy linear transformation is made and the 
original coefficients and variables replaced by the transformed 
coefficients and variables, it is unaltered except for a factor de- 
pending on the coefficients of transformation. 

Let ^1, a^a; j/i, )/s be two cogredient sets of variables, then 

is unaltered, except for a factor — ^whieh is the modulus itself — by 
any transformation. 

Hence, if it be necessary to consider covariants with sets of 
cogredient variables, we may replace all the sets of variables but 
one by the coefficients of linear forms added to the system. For 
we may regard (xy) as a linear foi'm — since it becomes (XF) 
by transformation^and hence replace the variables ij^, —y, by its 
coefficients. 

Hence covariants having moi'C than one set of variables may 
be represented symbolically as a sum of products of symbolical 
factors of the types (a^), a^, Uy, {xy), .... 

42. Convolution*. The word convolution is used as a 
name for the process of obtaining from a given symbolical 
product (representing a covariant) another symbolical product 

* German Faltung. 
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(representing another covariant) by removing two of its factors 
of the form a^Qx and replacing them by a single factor of the form 
(a^). Any symbolical product P' obtained from the product P by 
means of this process either once or several times repeated, is 
said to be obtained from P by convolution. Thus the covariant 
{ahf {ac) aJi/C:^ of the quartic is obtained by convolution from 
the covariant {ahfax^h,^Cx*; the factor a^c^ being replaced by (ac). 
It may also be obtained by convolution from {ah){ac)a^hx^Ct^; 
also from {ah)ax'bjcx*, or from ax^xC-x- 

This process, it should be noticed, is purely a symbolical 
process, and has no analogue in the non- symbolical treatment of 
modern algebra, 

43. Polars. The operator 

has already been introduced. 
In § 1 5 we defined the form 
(»-r)! 



'8^, 



..(IV) 



to be the /-th polar off; F being a binary form of order n. 

Again in § 40 of this chapter it was pi'oved that if i'' is a 
covariant and the variables 3/1, y^ are cogredient with x^, x^, then 
the form (IV) is also a covariant. 

For the purpose of calculating polars, we may use a theorem 
identical with that of Leibnitz for ordinary differentiation. 

Thus if the rth polar of dj^hj^ 
be required, it may be obtained by operating on this expression 
with 

-^(A + A)' 



(». + »)! 

where A -y,/-^,, 3-, 

the same expression but operates only on h^^ 



t- 1/2 — , but operates only on 1 



Es. (i). rind the second polar of {aby a 
Ex. (ii). rind ttie j-th polar of a^^'h^e.J'. 
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44. In view of the fact that covariants will generally be 
given in terms of symbolical letters which refer to the original 
quantic or quantics, and that in this case the factors ax are not all 
the same, we shall consider the general case in which these factors 
are all different. Results, proved for this case, may he obtained 
for any other by simply equating two or more letters. 

Consider now the form 

P.a,^a,_...«„=F.", 
where F is a, product of symbolical factor.'^ not containing x-i_, x.^. 
The first polar is 



the term in the bracket being simply an abbreviation for 

Pa, Oa . . . «r_, a,. ccr_, . . . a„ . 
We notice in this expression that : 

(i) The difference between two terms 



where X is an expression obtained from F by convolution. 

(ii) The difference between the whole polar and one of its 
terms 

rFj'.an rR'-.a,-] 






.(,:y)X. 
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where X is a sum of terms each obtained from F by coi 
each such term being possibly multiplied by a constant. 
Similarly the rth polar of F^ is 
^1 (n-rV 



:fcM-.^ (V), 



where the summation extends to all possible sets of r factors 
taken from a, a^ ... a,i . To see the truth of this suppose it true 
for the rth polar, then the r+lth polar may be obtained from 

the j-th by operating with — [^/a")- ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ §'^^^ 
^-■^n-i-i _f^i-+i^ Consider one term on the right, that expressed 
above; by polarizing we obtain 

T\(n-r-l)'. 'J- rj,_.".,V-^'Vll 

Each term of (V) gives rise to a similar expression. Now any 
particular term of the r + lth polar, arises r + \ times, once 
from each of r + 1 terms of the rth. polar, thus 
r a, Oj ... a^«,+,n 



arises from each of those terms of the rth polar, obtained by 
omitting one of the factors in the numerator and the corresponding 
factor of the denominator of this expression. Hence 



Fj^-r-.F^^ ^ (r + 1)! ("■ -r~l)l ^ \^ \\ - -r^O 

Now it has been seen that this is the correct form for the first 
polar ; hence it is the correct form for the second, and so on ; the 
formula is therefore true in general, 

45. The number of different terms 
is ( I . The coefficient of each term as it appears in the polar 
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hence the sum of the coefficients of all the terms of a, polar is 
unity. 

This remains true if some of the letters a become equal, for no 
term of the polar can vanish. 

46. Two terms of the rth polar are said to be adjacent, when 
they differ only in that one baa a factor of the form a^ ofj while in 
the other this fector is replaced by a^ at^. 

We shall now prove that ; 

(i) The difference between any two terms of the rth polar of 
F^ is equal to {!ny)X, where X is a sum of terms each of which is 
a term of the r — 1th polar of an expression obtained from F^ by 
convolution. 

(ii) The difference bet/ween the rth polar of F^ and any one 
of its terms is equal to (an/)X, where X is a sum of terms each of 
which is a term (multiplied by some constant) of the r — 1th polar 
of an expression obtained from F^ by convolution. 

The difference between any two adjacent terms 

«h^«i,_^F, - antt!,^ -f, = (a:y) (aka,.) F^ = (xy) X 

' ' r -f;™! 

where X is a term of the )■ - } th polar of (a;,afc) ~^~ ^ , i.e. a 

term of the r — 1th polar of an expression obtained from F^^ by 
convolution. 

Now any term of the rth polar of #j" may be obtained from 
any other by means of a finite number of interchanges of letters 
such as ah, a^. Hence between any two terms T-i, T^ of the rth 
polar a .series of terms 2",^ ,, T^^ ^, ... T-,^ i may be placed such that 
each term of the series 

T,, T^,u r,,5, ... r,,^, Tj 

is adjacent to that on either side of it. Hence the difference 
between two terms 

T^-T^={T,-T,,-,) + {T,,-r,,^) + {T.^-1-\^)+ ... +(T,^i-T^) 
= (xy)X 

where X is a sum of terms each of which is a term of the r — 1 th 
polar of an expression obtained from Fj' by convolution. 
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Again, the difference betv 
single turrii T 

Hr) 



POLABS AND THANSVECTANTS 45 

the complete polar and any 



Ti representing the general term in the polar 



and hence the theorem (ii) follows at once by (i). 

It should be observed that if two or more factors are now made 
identically equal, the above proof is not affected ; we may for 
the wake of argument suppose them all different, and make them 
equal in the final result. The tinly effect of the equality of 
facbora is that some of the terms obtained by convolution from 
Fx'^ will vanish. The propositions are true, then, as stated, for 
any symbolical product ; and consequently for any covariant form. 

47. Let T be any term of the rth polar of F/, then by 
proposition (ii) of the last paragraph 



T-F^"- 



= («../) SA,,_.0r^, 



where i^^-i is a term of the r -~ 1th polar of a form obtained from 
■^i" by convolution and \,-„i is numerical. Let the r — 1th polar, 
of which <pr-i is a term, be -^r-i- Then applying (ii) again we 
have 



- 2th polar of a form obtained by 



where f^^^^ is ^ term of the } 
convolution from F^K 

Proceeding thus we see that 

where a^ is the ^th polar of a form obtained from F^^ by con- 
volution; and Aj, is numerical. 
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The torma of this seiies, the existence of which has just been 
demonstrated, will be accurately determined later. The series 
is known as Gordan's series. 

48. Transvectants*. If a^, h^ be any two binary quantics, 
the foini 

is called their rth transvectant, or their transvectant of %n<iex r. 
The symbol 

is used to denote the j-th transvectant of two forms/, i^. 

Thus 

(«.-,S,-)'-(»t)'a.-'i,-'. 

The definition of a transvectant just given is symbolical : the 
process of forming a transvectant is however not a purely aymboticai 
one, — like that of convolution. In order that we may be able to 
obtain transvectants of any two forms, we make use of the diffe- 
rential operator, introduced in Chapter I,: 

a.± ?L 



■ » (m-r)l(«- 

Hence if f((s), tf> (iv) be any two forms of orders m, n re- 
spectively, then the rth transvectant of / and ^ may be obtained 

by operating with ^^ r--- , ^ — — ' fi'' on /(«) . <}> (y) and after 

operation replacing y by x. 
Thus 

Ex. Por the cubic the first and second transvectants of the Hessian with 
the cnbic itself are 

((»S)'<.,i., o.>)i-4(«»)'(<»)S.o.'+««i)'(te)o.«.', 
((d)'a.i.,4')'-(»»)>(««)(S«)«.: 
as may be aeeii by using the differential operator. 

* German UherschUhung. 



y Google 



47-4IJ] POLAES AND TRAN8VECTANTS 47 

It is useful in calculating transvectants to notice that, just as 
in the case of polars, the sum of the coefficients of the vai-ious 
terms of a transvectant is unity. 

49. For the purpose of calculating transvectants the following 
method is extremely useful. 

Consider the rth transvectant of two forms a^™, i^"; it is 
{aby ax™~' 6a;""'. 

It may be obtained by the following rule ; 

Polarize Wa'" *" times with respect to i/, we obtain ci~f'^~'' a/ ; 
then replace i/, by b^, y^ by — h, and multiply by b^~^, the result 
is {aby a^""^ bx^^'' which is the rth transvectant of o.,,™ and b^'^. 

We proceed to illustrate the method : 

(i) Consider the second transvectant of the Hessian of a 
quartic with the quartic itself, 

iiabyaJ'bAcS''- 
The second polar ot (abf aj'bic^ is 

Hence the transvectant required 
= i {aby (acy bjcj' + 1 {aby {ac) (be) a^b^c^ + \ {aby (bey a^c^ 
= \ {ohyimy b^c^ + \ {aby {ac) {be) aj>^c^^ 
since a and b are equivalent symbols. 

(ii) The third transvectant of these two forms is 
{aby{acy{bc)b^c^. 

(iii) To obtain the second transvectant of the Hessian of the 
quartic with itself: i.e. 

({abya^''bj',{cdycj'dj'y. 
Let us write {cdyc^d^ = kx\ where the symbolical letter h 
refers to the coefficients of the Hessian considered as a separate 
binary form. Then as in (i) 
{{abya^'b^^KJ 

= i {aby (aky b^'K^ + 1 {aby (ah) {bk) a^bjij'. 
To obtain the first term we polarize K^ twice, replace ?/i by - a. 
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and y.^ by + o., and then multiply the result by ^ {ah'f 6/. Thus 
the second polar of ft/ 

Hence 

= ^ (aft)" (ac)' {cdy K'd/ + i (aby (ac) (ad) (cdf c^djj 
+ ^(aby{cdY(adTK''c^ 

To obtain the second term wc polarize k^^ once with respect 
to y and onee with respect to «, and then replace y by a and 
z by h. 

The polar is 
iicdf CyC^d^ + 1 {cdf CydiCxd^ + ^ (cdy c^dyC^dx + ^ (c;(^)° c^dyd^. 
Hence 
I (a&)^ (»A) (hh) aji^hj' = ^ (aby (cdy (ac) (be) a^b^dj 

+ § {aby (cdYiac) (bd) a^b^c^d^ + § (aby (cdy (ad) (be) a^b^o^d^ 
+ i(aby(cdy(ad)(bd)a^bxc^ 
Hence remembering that all four letters are equivalent, we 
obtain 

((aby a^''bx\ (cdy cMx^y 

= ^ (aby (acy (cdf b^'d^' + 1 (aby (cdy(ac) (ad) c^d^hj' 
+ ^ (aby (cdy{ac) (bd) a^b^c^d^. 

(iv) Calculate 

((aby{hc)a,cj', (defd^e^f. 
(v) TranRvectants of tte following form are of frequent occurrence ; 

The result may hs obtained at once by polarization. 
(vi) From this may be deduced the value of 

Let <i^'>di''sk,J'*''. 
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Then from (t), 



CK: 



(o4)'(W.)'».""8,— S."' 



But polarizing Afc*" "■ times with respect to y and t times with respect 



ing the ys by a's and tl 



(»-"x-ril (ii-.-g)! (|-X-,)I {<i-r.-^y. 



(m+rt-r)!'(p-f5-»-)! 

(,ii) If /.a,.^_,....,, *.|3,.ft....3^, 

r,.*» ' .r (■■.8i)fa/3.)-(».fe) , ^1 

(/. *',T(^U..4 .-*/■.«..-*/■ *J' 

where the 2 extends to all possible arrangements of the letters Oj, oj,.,. o„; 
A,S «»■ §44. 

50. Two important theorems relating to the difference between 
terms of a transvectant, must now be proved. They are exactly 
analogous to those already obtained for polars in § 46. 

(i) T}i£ difference betiveen any two terms of a transvectant is 
equal to a sum of terms each of which is a term of a lower trans- 
vectant of forms obtained by convolution from the original forms. 

(ii) The difference between the whole transvectant and any one of 
its terms is equal to a sum of terms each of which is a term of a lower 
transvectant of forms obtained by convoltUionfrom the original forms. 

Here, as in the case of polars, we introduce the idea of adjacent 
terms. Two terms of a transvectant are said to be adjacent when 
they differ merely in the arrangement of the letteis in a pair of 
symbolical factors. Two terms can be adjacent in any one of the 
following ways: 

" (i) P (ci,0j) K/3fc) and F (a; ft) (a,/?;), 
(ii) P{a,/3j}n.^andP(«,/3j)t.i_, 
(iii) J-'(a,/3^)/3,^andP{aA)y34, 
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where the letters a^, «;,... belong to the first of the two forms in 
the transvectant, while jSj, jB^, ... belong to the second form. 

The difference between two adjacent terms is in the three 
cases seen to be 

(i) P (.,«,) (ft A), 
(ii) P (»,=.) /34, 
(iii) P(Aft)o,^. 
To fix ideas we shall suppose that the transvectant we are 
considering is the rth transvectant of 

/= A. »,_.,,.,. a,_. 
and ,f,.P.ft_A_.../3,_, 

where A and B are products of symbolical factors of the type (7S), 
and all the factors of the type 7^ are diiferent. 
Then 

, , ,,, 1 y r (i..ft)(^,A)...(»,e,) 1 

where the 2 extends to all possible arrangements of the letters 
«„«=... a™; A,ft...;3„,-g49{vii). 

The truth of this statement may also be seen by operating 
with il'' on /(»■) (y) ; and remembering that if we write 

«, = «, = . ..=„^ = «, ^,=j5^=... = ^„ = /j, 
then (/, 0r = (a^)'-a.™^/3.'-'-. 

The difference between two adjacent terms of the above trans- 
vectant is a term in which at least one factor of the type (a/3) is 
replaced by a factor of the type (aa'), or else of the type ((9/3'). 
There are then not more than (*■—!) factors of the type (a/3). 

Hence the difference between two adjacent terms is a term of 
a transvectant of index less than r, of forms obtained by convolu- 
tion from f and 0. 

Thus, for example, 

{ahf {acf bx^ G^, (abf (ac) (be) aJ^^^J 
are adjacent terms of the transvectant 



and their difference 



(a6)H«c) 6^c*' 
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is a term of 

Now between aEy two terms Tj, T^ we may place a series of 
terms 

such that any term in the series 

is adjacent to that on either side of it. 

For we may obtain T^ from T-i by a finite number of inter- 
changes of pail's of letters, a pair being composed either of two m's 
or else of two /3's ; since each letter occurs only once — in our 
argument, — the terms which differ by the interchange of a single 
pair are adjacent. Hence the difference between any two terms 

2',-2;=(r,-ri,,)+(2'i,i-2'i.a)+...+(2',,i-2;), 

i.e. a sum of terms each of which is a term of a transveetant of 
lower index of forms obtained from the original forms by convolu- 
tion. This is the first theorem. 

Again if T be any term of the transveetant, then 
= ■ — ^- -^{T-T) 



[ since the number of terms T' is 



-00) 



and this is equal to a linear function of terms of transvectants of 
lower index of forms obtained by convolution from/and <^. 

51. This theorem may be extended by applying it again to 
each of the terms of transvectants of lower index on the riglit- 
hand side. This may be done repeatedly. Each time the process 
is applied the te'mis of transvectants on the right are replaced by 
the transvectants themselves, and linear functions of terms of 
transvectants of lower index. After not more than r applications 

4—2 
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of the process, we have on the right a linear function of trans- 
vectants of forms obtained from f, <p by convolution, whose index 
is less than r, and of terms of trans vectants of zero index, 

But a transvectant of zero index of two forms is simply the 
product of the forms ; a term of such a transvectant is merely the 
same product, and therefore the transvectant itself. 

We obtain then the following important theorem : The differ- 
ence between any transvectant and one of its terms is a linear 
function of transvectants of lower index of forms obtained from the 
original forms by convolution. 
Es.(i). (oh)Hboya^^cJ' 

= (,(abya,^^\ c>:*)^-{(,aby<^K, c^*)+f (o6)^c/. 
Ex. (ii). Prove that 

= ^ (06) (c^) {(&c)3 {ady> + 9 (bcf {adf (ao) {bd) 

+ 9(bc){adHac)Hbdr + {a^y(bd)^} 
=i iibo)* {od)^ - (<w)^ (bd)*} - 1 {abf {od)^ Hbc)^{ad)^-(,aar {bdf} 
= i {{bo)* (ad)* - (<w)' {bdy*} - i (abf (cdf {{be) {ad)Ha^) (bd)] 
=i{(bc)*(ad)*-(ac)*(bd)*}~i((abfa^b^,(cdrc^d^)^ 
Es. (iii). If/be a cubic and ^its Hessian, prove that (H,f)''=0. 
Es. (iv). If/be a quartic and fl^ita Hessian, prove that (S,f)^=Q. 
Es. (v). If 6j* be the Hessian of o,', and {ac)*=0 = {arf)*, then 
((ab)a^^b^^ (cd)c/djif=0. 

Ex. (vi). The second transvectant of a quaritic / of order n and its 
Hessian H is 



»/)'■ 



■s(!»-5; 



-<■*>'<")' "■"-"■-'*-'-2(S)'/ 
1 OBiug (III) § 21 
Fiaallj the result is obtained by the lielp of the last identity of § 22. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

GOEDAN'S SERIES. 

62. Crordan'B series. In § 47 it was proved that any term 
T of the mth polar of a symbolical product F can be expressed in 
the form '^.{'vyfFi; where Fi is the (m-i)th polar of a sum of 
symbolical products — possibly multiplied by positive or negative 
constants — each of which is obtained from F by convolution. The 
product Ox'^bp™ is a term of the mth polar of a^h^, hence 

aj.''6j,™=£(a^)' irii)j^_i (I); 

where the suffix indicates that ^'''^-i is the (m— ^)th polar 
of #«'. 

This is an identity; it must therefore be true when y=x*\ 
hence 

■..»6.-= [?•,.],.„ 

for when y=^x, {xy) = 0. Now if in a function of x polarized with 
respect to y, y is replaced by a;, the result is the same as the 
original expression. Thus the mth polar of 01'"+" is a^Oy^, which 
becomes aj"'^ when y is I'eplaced by x. Hence 

«."6.™ = [i^V].-.=-F" (II). 

Thus the first term of the series (I) is obtained, the other terms 
may be obtained in a similar manner. Operate on (I) with UK 
Consider first the effect of this operation on the term 
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Bj comparing the degrees in x on the two sides of (I) it may be 
seen that the degree of f''ym-( in x is n — i. Hence we may 
write 



and #<"^™-i=et,"-*«y™-*. 

Now 

a result obtained by ordinary differentiation as in §§ 2f), 27. 
Hence by repeated operation of 0. we obtain 

when i ^j ; but when i <j 

As regards the right-hand side of the equation (I) we know, § 27, 
Ex. (i), that 

The result of this operation is, then, 



In this put y = x, and we obtain 



G)(7) 



(atyla,"-lh.' 
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Substituting this value of F'^' in (I) we have Gordan's series :— 



53. This series may be put into other, rather more general, 
forms. 

Multiply by (ahf, write re + r for n, and m + r for m, then 



Operate with l*^-) . ^^d we obtain 

fn — r\ !ni — r~ kx 
: \ ''' ' ^ ^ ' I 



/n-r-k\/'m—r\ 

'f kj.-2;-/H-iy '''''<°-'''-">;-'-"->----'^'> 

In (V) replace yi by c^, j/., by -c,, and multiply by c^""^*^*, 
we obtain— see § 49 — 

/'n — r\ /m — r--k\ 
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The equation (VI) gives a similar result when the weight of 
the covariants under consideration is greater than m the order of 
ia;™: viz. — 

- ^ ( - •)' h:-A ^i\i^v. «"•"■ '-'")'*'' «.')-'-■*' ■■ (fill). 



54, Now if in (VII) a and c, n and f, r and m-r-k are 
interchanged, the left-hand side of the relation is unaltered, except 
for a factor ( — 1)"^*. Hence 






-2r-i+\\ 



m o 



On the eupposition that 

f=hj^, ^ = Ux", ^jr — Ca:^, aj = 0, a^ — 'm.~-r — k, a^ — r, 
this relation ia the same as 

/p - a, - a,\ /o^N 

- ( - ')■■ s i +pi2„,-<lV «/' +>^"' «•■"■■-■■■ (i'^)- 

Again, if in (VIII) we interchange a and c, n and ^, »■ and m — r 
respectively, the left-hand side of the relation is unaltered except 
for a factor (— l)'""'. 

Hence we ohtain a relation of the same form as (IX), but 
in which 

a, = k, 02 = m ~ r, 0, = r. 
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Thus the identity (IX) is true in two cases. In the first 
a] = 0: Oa cannot exceed either m or n, for we use in (VII) the 
factor (aby : Oa + 0:3 = m — r and therefore cannot exceed m : and 
finally a, cannot exceed p. 

With these restrictions ctj, a, may take any positive integral 
values. 

In the second case 



ds + «] cannot exceed n, and «, + a^ cannot exceed p ; subject 
to these restrictions a^, a,, Oj may take any positive integral 
values. 

The series (IX) is one of great importance for calculating 
tranavectants. It is usually quoted in the form 



/ / ^ \ 

\ «! Os Qb / 



where 

«, + «,> m, «, + a, > «. a, + a, :^ ^, 
and either 

(i) «.-o 

or 

(ii) 0.^ + ^3 = m. 

56. In order to illustrate the use of the series, we shall now 
calculate some transvectants which are covariants of the sextic_/"*. 
Let us write 

H ={/./)'. ;=(/./)'. ^ = (/,/)•. !=(/, -flx 

Then to calculate the transvectant (ff, ff we use the 
series 

/ / / • 



/ J f f \ 

(666, 
\ 3 2 / 



00 ©0 



will be touiid in Chapter V, 
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that is 

(B.fy -]{%/). 

The object usually in view when calculating tranavectants, is 
to express them in terms of other transvectants of lower index. 

There is no difficulty in choosing the series which will give the 
desired result, in general we select it so that the transvectant to 
be calculated appears as the first term on one side of the identity, 
while all terms on the other side are of lower index. 

The transvectant {H,f)* is given by 

-/ / /- 



/ / / / \ 

6 6 6 I 
Vol 2 / 



G)0 



hence 

(ff, /)< + y (•■. f)' + \A ./= (., ff + \A ./ 

{H,f)' = ~°{i.fr + ^A.f. 

To calculate {H, ff we cannot write Oj^O, for then the 
condition cii + as'Jf-m would be violated. 

We must then make a^ + a^ = m = fi and use the series 

•/ / / ■ 



/ J / f \ 

( 6 6 () ) 
V 1 4 2/ 



hence 

(H./y-^-a/y. 

<• This form vanishes identically— see Ex. (ii). 
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To find <(, /)■ we me 

■f H / 
8 6 
2 1 
whence using the result, ^ 51, Ex, (vi) 

(/, s)--n'/, 

we obtain 

165-' 
Ex, (i). Prove that for the sextic 

Ex. (ii). By means of tlio sei'iea 

// / /\ 

6 8 8 
\ 1 3 3 / 
prove that (i, /)^=0, 

Es, (iii). Prove that 

((/.i)'./)'--|((/, •■)'./), 

((/.■0',/)"-2«-T+|-l-'. 

((/,i)',/)'--lft.?+f5-l-<. 

Mi)'-f(i..7 + S-i.i. 

56. The series we have been illustrating does not give all the 
relations between the covariauts of/, <j), -^ which are of weight 
fiti + Oa + Oa- 

For example, we cannot by means of this series reduce the 
form ((/, /)', fy which is reducible whatever be the order of y, 
% 51, Ex. (vi), 

67. The series (III) may be inverted with the following result 

(«.-, I>.")V = S(- l)'j;^A,i>)'o,-~'h,'-'(,.y)' (X), 

(Gordan, Invartanten-theorie, § 7, pp. 89, 90.) 
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To prove this, we first establish the existence of an expansion 
of the form indicated ; arid secondly we find the coefficients. To 
prove the possibility of such an expansion, we observe that 

= 2X(a,™-«6j,"-* [a^by - {ah) {xy)^ 

To determine the coefficients /m, we operate on the relation 
just proved with D, ; the left-hand side of the relation vanishes, 
and hence by equating the coefBcieuts on the right to zero we 
obtain 

/^,i(m + n~i+l) = -l^i.,(m-{ + r)(n-i + l). 



Replacing 


y by X, w 


e see that /i„ = 1, hence in general 




Other series may be deduced from (X), by the same 


methods 


as were used 


in § 63. 






Thus 








(«."■. &.")V- 


,-!(-)< 


("'7")("7') 


'-•C^)', 


((«.-, h-f. c 


■■J')' 




when r:^n- 


710 


(ab)'*\bcr' a,—'-'b,'-'-'=c,'-'*' . 


..(XI), 


k. 






((«.-, i.")*, 


«.»)'- S- 


^"""■"-OC'7') 








x(«6) 


<+'(6c)-' 


.(XU). 



68. It has already been pointed out, g 41, that the system 
of concomitants belonging to a binary form with two or more 
cogredient sets of variables, is the same as that obtained when 
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certain binary forms with only one set of vai-iables are taken for 
simultaneous ground -forms, Gordan's series (III) shews us which 
the ground-tbrms must be ; thus for the form 

we consider the system 

Each member of this system is unaltered by linear transforma- 
tion, and a^hy can be expressed in terms of the forms given. 

59. Ei. (i). Any symbolical product having two eogredient aets of 
variables 3:, y, can be espreased in the form 

where P ia a symbolical product containing only one set of variables at. 

If we put 

^, = 1, .^2 = 0, 3/, = 0, y,=:l, 

becomes the coefficient oi x^^^^^xj'^'' in P. 

Honce we may express any rational integral function of the coefhcients of 
a binary form linearly in terms of the coefficients of its covariants. (Elliott, 
Proc. London. Malh. Soc. vol. SXSIL p. 213.) 

Ex. (ii). Express the product a^a^a^ of the coefflcieiits of the cubic 

linearly in terms of coefficients of its covariants. 

60, If a symbolical product represenUng a covariant of a single 
binary form contain a factor (a6)^~', it may be expressed in terms 
of products each containing a factor (at)". 

Let the order of the binary form be n ; and let P be the 
covariant in question. Then since P contains the factor (a6)^*~' 
it is evidently a term of a transvectant 

((a6)=^''a^"+"-=^i^"+'-=^, <l>y; 
where ip is some other covariant. 

Hence by § 51 

P = ((([i.)'^-a^"+-"6^"+'-=\ <j>y 



+ %G ((ai)^*-'a^"+'-" 6^»+'-^^ <l>y (SIII), 

where (7 is a constant, and denotes any function obtained from 
by convolution. 
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Now 

for b and a are equivalent symbols. Hence all those transvectanta 
in (VIII) in which no convolution has taken place in the first 
form are zero. But every form obtained by convolution from 
(ra6)^~'(ia,"''''~'*f'i"^^~^* has a factor {ahy\ Hence every trans- 
vectant in (VIII) either vanishes or is the transvectant of a form 
having a factor (aby^, with another form : and hence P can be 
expressed as a sum of terms each of which has & factor (abfK 
A convenient way of expressing this is to write 
P = 0, mod (aby\ 

61. Owing to the large number of symbolical products which 
represent covariants of given degree and order it ia important to 
obtain methods of classifying them. For this purpose the greatest 
index of any determinant factor in the symbolical product is 
chosen. We shall use the word grade to denote this index. If 
the symbolical product is a covariant of a single binary form, 
then, by the theorem just proved, covariants of odd grade may be 
expressed in terms of covariants of higher even grade. On this 
account the German equivalent Stiife is used for half the index. 
We prefer to define grade as the index itself, since the classifica- 
tion is useful when the symbolical product is not merely a 
covariant of a single form. 

62. Covariants of decree 3. We proceed to obtaia criteria, 
by means of which it may be at once determined, whether or not 
a given covariant of degree 3 can be expressed in terms of 
covariants of higher grade. These were first obtained by Jordan* 
in 1876. They were independeotly discovered by Strohf; and 
his method of investigation is given here. 

We consider first the covariants of weight w which are linear 
in the coefficients of each of three binary quantics 

/. = «:."', A = h"^, A = C^"^' 

Let us write u, for (be) a^, u^ for (ctt) b^, Ug for (oft) c^ ; then 

Ml + Ma + «5 = 0. 

* LiouvilU, 3 S&. iii. 1876. 

+ Math. Ann, Bd. isxi. p. 444 et seq. 
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Hence 

Multiply this expression for u^«~'-ui by 

where k^, k^ are any positive integers, and take the sum of each 
side of the result from i = to * = ij : hence 

=<-'>"^'.l3:(Cf7')(t^V-'< 
=(_x,...£g)„..-.,,s(^-)(t:-i) 

-(-i)'.«£(f)(''-^;_*--')«..-%n (XIV). 

Now when 

g -ki>\>q — ki~k^—l, 

therefore ttie last aum written down may be divided into two 
series, viz. X = up to g — k,~ k^ — \, and \ = g--k, up to g. 

Let (^ — k, — k.i — l = ks- 

Then the first of these series is (writing i for X) 

>' (g\(h + h- 



u^-'W. 



In the second series, write gr ~ i for A, then it becomes 

A©C"tV-'"' (=^^)- 

* ( 1 is the coefficient of.r™ in the expanaion ot {l + x)\ 

t S'orS (^~'') f ~,\~/) is the coefficient of .r*^' in (l + :c)S'-*.(l + 3;)-*i-l. 



y Google 



64 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH. IV 

Now if I and m be positive integers 

-(-)""- (^r."/) (XVI). 

Hence the series (XV) becomes 

i(-'"'-*(')(t-/)"--'«-' 
=<-)-\l".-v?©(3(^0- 

But the coefficient oiu^-'-u,'' is here equal to 
Hence the series (XV) becomes 

(-)''"\l. ©(*'""*: ">■""«■'■ 

By means of the relations (XVI), the aeries on the left-hand 
side of (XIV) becomes 

Hence the equation (XIV) may now be written 
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This ecjuation is true for all positive integral values of k^, k^, k, 
for which 

h + k^ + k-i = g- 1. 

63. Let us suppose that w, the weight of the covariants under 
consideration, is uot greater than the order of any of the three 
quanties. 

Then any one of the covariants may be expressed in terms of 
the set 

(a6)—(6=)' <.,-+'- 6.-.-«,-.-<, 
where i = 0, 1, ... w. For since n^-^ w, whenever a factor (ca) 
appears in a covariant of this weight, it may be removed by 
means of the identity 

(ca.) bx = — (be) Ox — (ah) c^. 

Similarly all the covariants may be expressed linearly in 
terms of the set 

or of the set 

We shall suppose the members of each of these sets arranged 
in order according to increasing values of i. Then the forms of 
any one set are linearly independent. For suppose a relation to 
exist between the forms of the first of the above sets. Let the 
terms in this relation be arranged in the order indicated. The 
relation stil! remains true if we take for/,,_^, /j special quanties 
instead of general ones. We shall suppose them to be merely 
powers of linear forms ; the result of this is that the letters 
a, b, c are no longer purely symbolical. Hence if 

Xi (afi)"*-' (fe)' «„"'+*-"&««■'-"' c/'^' 
be the first term, we may divide the identity by (6c)'. Every 
term of the quotient except the first contains (6c) as a factor; 
but the quotient must be zero, hence the first term must vanish, 
when we make 6 = c, 

i.e. (ab)'"-' 05^"'+'""' 6j,"j+"j-'"-* = 

which is clearly untrue. Hence no linear relation can exist between 
the forms of one set. And therefore there are exactly w -f 1 linearly 
independent covariants, which are of the first degree in the co- 
efficients of each of three quanties, and of weight w(:^)ti, n^ or Us). 
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64 Writing in (XVII), for Wj, u^, jt, their values in terms of 
a, b, c, we obtain a linear relation between the first hi + l memhere 
of the first set, the first k^ + l members of the second set, and the 
first k^+l members of the third set, where 

k, + hi + ki = g — I —w~l. 

Thus we obtain a relation between w 4- 2 forms. 

Hence if we take the first mi forms of the first set, the first m^ 
of the second, and the first mj of the third, where 

mi + m2+ma = w + l, 
we have a set in terms of which all other of these covariants 
can be expressed. This set may be chosen, so that it contains 

no covariant of grade less than -^ . 
i"or if w = 3m— 1, we to3.j take 



md we see that all covariants can be expressed in temia of those whose gi'ade 
e 2)tt at least. 

If w = Sni — 2, we may take 



and we may express all oovariante in terms of those whose grade is 2'M - 1 at 
leaat. 

If«; = 3»iwetake 

mi = m+l, TOj=)ns = m 

and we have to include one covariant of grade Shi, the rest heing of grade 
2m +1 at least. 

In the second case there is one relation hetwoen the ;im covariantis whose 
grade is ^2m- 1 ; viz. by (XVII), 

+(at)2m-i(ai)iB-iQ^j.i>,-3«+aj^ii,-in+ie^"fl-2™+i 

=SC„, (XVIII), 

where C'^a, denote.^ a covariant whose grade is -^^m. 

In the third case there are two relatious between the covariants of gi'ade 
■^2»ft i these will be found from (XVII) to express that the difference between 
any two covariants of grade 2m and weight .3w, 
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It would he sufficient for the general theory to prove the 
theorem: — If d^-\- tLi + u, = then there are w + 1 linearly in- 
dependent products of «,, ((j, u, of oixier w such that ea^h contains 

an exponent of -5- at least : this is nob easy. 

65. Next let w be greater than the oi'der ol' one or more of 
the quantics. 

If w>n,, the sura of the indices of (ab) and (ac) cannot be 
greater than n,, and hence (be) must have an index equal to 
w — «i at least. 

We define the quantity e^ to be w-ijj if io>ni, and to be 
zero in the contrary case. Then each of our co variants of 
weight w must have a symbolical factor 
(be)" (ca)'= («&)'". 

The retnaining factor will bo a symbolical product representing 
a covariant of weight 

of the quantics 

a^«,-',-H^ &/'-'--% c/'-'i-''. 

But the weight or is not greater than the order of any of 
the three quantics ; hence we may apply the results of the last 
That is, all the covariants of weight w may be 
in terms of ro + 1 of them. If Si, e^, e, are unequal 
our choice of covariants in terms of which the rest are to be 
expressed may not be the same as before. But the student will 
have no difficulty in writing down the result as regards grade. 

Ei. Prove that any covariant of degree three cun be exi)ressed in terms 
of covariants of grade —s — at least. 

66. We have now two different series whicli may be used for 
obtaining relations between covai'iants involving three symbols. 
These are series (IX) due to Gordan, and Stroh's series {XVII) 

(-l)*-|^(7)(^^"^*^-^)((!i)»-H6c)'-%---+^V-»c.''^-'+.-.=0, 

where A\ + i^ + A-, = !y - 1 

and w is not greater thau any one of the numbers 

If this condition as regards lu be not satisfied we wiite 
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where it ia understood that e = if n>w. Then the reduced 
weight TO- is 

In this case Stroh's series is obtained from (XVII) by writing 
w for W, 111 — Co — «! ioi" "!■ "2 — ^3 — 61 for n^, «3 — ej — Fo fur n^, 
and multiplying the result by 

(Sc)" (»>■.(«*)■■■ 

Here fc,, k^,, k^ satisfy the relation 

ki + k^ + k^^-BT-'i. 

The advantage of Stroh's series is that it gives all possible 
relations between the covariants under discuasion. It is, however, 
generally more convenient to have relations between transvectants 
than to have them between symbolical products. Thus although 
series (IX) does not give ail possible relations, yet it is frequently 
the more convenient one to use. 

By means of series {VII) and (VIII) we may translate Stroh's 
series into a relation between transvectants. In fact this is what 
Stroh himself does. This relation has the disadvantage that the 
coefficients in it are themselves series. 

It ia convenient to have a short method of refemng to Stroh's 
series ; we therefore introduce the scheme used by Stroh 

(A /. f^] 

\h h h )«■' 

which is distinguishable from Gordan's scheme by the weight 
being indicated outside the bracket, 

67. The quantics of lowr order furnish very few examples of 
covariants containing three symbols concerning which Gordan's 
series gives incomplete information. We have mentioned (/, Sf 
as one such case. The covariant ((/, if, ff of the sextic /— 
where i — (f,/y — is another. The reader will have no difficulty 
in proving that 

E.\. Prove that the covariant 

(.4)« (««)•(..'&< 
of the binary form «3.:o = 6^w = eji' 
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can be espi-essed in terms of covariants of higher grade ; and that the 

(«S)'(<.o)'(i«)'».'fc' 
vanishes identically. 

68. Let the three quantics fi,fi,fs be made identic;),!, so that 

/,=/,=/.-.,". 6,-. 0,"=/. 
Then if w^n, all covarianta of weight w and degree n can be 
expressed linearly in terras of those whose grade is not less than 

~S ' 

If w = 3m — 2, it is possible to go a step further ; we may 
express all these covariants in terms of such as are of grade 2m 
at least ; since covariants of a single quantic of odd grade may 
be expressed in terms of covariants of higher even grade. 

Hence if w = 3m — S'ij"n, B<S, all covariants of degree three 
and weight v> can be expressed linearly in terms of those whose 
grade is 2m at least. 

Similarly if w>n, we have 



Then we may express all covariants of degree 3 and weight w 

in terms of those whose grade is not less than -s- + *="q — ^• 

If e is odd the lowest grade given by this is odd unless cr= 3i«— 2, 
ill which case we see on multiplying (XVIII) by 

(ai)- (ky {cay 
that we may express covariants of grade 2m— 1, in terras of 
covariants of higher grade. Hence if e is odd, all these covariants 

may be expressed in terms of those whose grade ^-^ — e+1. 

If e is even, then as before we take to = 3m — S, S < 3, and the 
minimum grade becomes 2m — e. 

69. There is one further point in this matter to be noticed. 
It has been proved that at! covariants which are linear in the 
coefficients of each of throe given quantics and are of given 
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weight w can be expressed in terms of those whose grade is 
higher than a certain number. Furthei' it has been shewn that 
among the covariants actually retained, no linear relations can 
exist. We passed to covaiiants of a single quantic, and deduced 
that all covariants of degree 3 and weight w can be expressed in 
terms of those whose grade is higher than a given number. Is it 
possible that amongst the covariants retained here, there may 
exist other relations which do not appear in the general case? 
To answer this question we express the symbolical products as 
transvectants by means of § 53. The product 

where as before C,„ indicates a covai-iant whose grade is not 
The covariants retained will be — when w 'jf- n — 

((/../.)-./.)', «/=./.)■./,)', ((/../■)-,/.)• 

where a ■4: -n- . If w = 3m ~ 2, there will be one relation : and if 
w=dm there will be two relations between these covariants. 

Let us suppose all the quantics to become ideotica}. Then 
those covariants for which a is odd vanish. Let us suppose 

that amongst the remaining covariants for which «*!;■■ a relation 
exists, say 

s\({f,fT:.ff<-o. 

Then using Aronhold's operators which may be written for 
short (/, |) , (/, I) , (/. |.) we «bUm 

2X. [((/„/,)■•,/.)•' + ((/„/.)•<./.)'• + ((/„/.)•',/■)'•] = <) 

— since Oj is supposed even. 

Hence corresponding to a relation between the covariants for 
a single quantic, we may deduce a relation between the corre- 
sponding covariants of three different quantics. The results 
obtained then, for a single quantic, are as complete as those from 
which they were deduced ; and no linear relation can exist between 
the retained covariants. 
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70. The oovariant 

{aby (bcY (ca)" a/-""'' 6^"-'-'^ c^'^-"-" 
of the binary form a^" = bj^ = c^'', can be expressed in terms of 
mvariants whose grade is greater than X, provided that 3^. J' 5 
and IJ.+ v>^; unless 

The verification of the ahove important theorem is left to 
the reader; it is really only a restatement of the theorem of 
§68. 

It should be noticed also that a similar theorem is true when 
the letteiB a, h, c do not refer to the same quantic ; it is 

(abf (bey (cay a^'""^* b^'^'"-^ c/^-"- = 2 C^+, . 
provided that fi + v>-=. 

71. Ex. Prove that the following covariaiits of f—aj'' vanish 
identioallj ; 

(i,f,ff\f)"~^ when «=4A, 4X-1, or 4X-2, 
((/,/)",/)" when n = i\ + l, 

Uff^^^/r'^ when ji = 4X + 2. 

And shew that no other covarianta of degree three vanish except those 
included in the form 

((/,/)^+\/A StroL 

72. Covarlants of degree four. It is the object of the 
present paragraph to determine the conditions that a covariant of 

degree four and grade \ I where ^^ o) "^^7 ^^ expressible in the 
form 

XC>,+^ + {aby{bc)^ca)~^.-^: 

the expression O^+i denotes — as before — a covariant of grade not 
less than A. + 1, and '^ being a covariant of degree one can only 
be the quantic itself Of course the second term cannot appear 
it' n is odd. 
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It has already been proved that any covariant 

C = (ab}>' (bcY (cu)" a^''-''-J> b^'^^'^-i' c^"-''--, 

where /a + tj > ^ , is of grade greater than X, unless 

X = /. = r = ^. 

Atiy covariant obtained by convolution from C is of the same 
form as 0, but the indices of some of the determinant factors are 
increased; hence any covariant obtained by convolution from G 
either is of grade greater than X, or else is the invariant 

(abf(hc)h<'4- 
Any transvectant (G, Ff, where ^is any binary form, is also of 
grade greater than X, or else, if p = and X = ^ = c = ^ , baa a factor 

(a6)5(fc)5(c»)l 

Further, any term of this transvectant differs from the whole 
transvectant, by a linear function of transvectants 

(C, Fy ; 

where G and F are obtained by convolution from G and F. Hence 
any term of a transvectant (C, F)" is equal to 

where as before C^+i is used to denote a covariant of grade X + 1 
at least. 

Again, any covariant having a symbolical factor 
{ahYihorimy, 
■where /a + f > ^ , is a term of a transvectant (C, Fy, and hence may 
be expressed in the form 

%G>^+,-v(aFf(bcY{caY.-^. 
Consider now the covariant of degree four where vl^X 
K = {abf {bey (cdy aj^"- b^'^^-^ c^'^-i^- c^^"-. 
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If fi> a, then 

Otherwise by means of the relation 

(cd) % = (ad) Cx — (ac) d^ 
we obtain, sinco ^ *t '*• ■^ *'- 

ii:.S(-)'g)x., 

where 

i, = (abf (bey- (nc)"-' (adf a^"-"-" &^"^*-^ c,,"- 
If either 



then 

Li = 2(7^+, + {ahfihcficay. ^P. 
But if 

one of the above inequaUties must be satisfied ; hence in this case 

K = 2C;>+, + {abf (bey {cay . ^. 

Next consider the most general symbolical product K of degree 
four ; it is sufficient to write down its determinant factors, which 
we take to be 

(06)^ (acY' ibcY' (ad)" (bdf" (cd)\ 

It is supposed here that no index is greater than X, which is 
itself not greater than ^ . 
By means of the identities 

(cd)a,x = {ad)c^-(ac)d^, 
(cd)bx = {bd)ca:-(bc)d^, 

we can express K in terms of covai-iants L in which either (i) the 
index of (cd) is zero, or (ii) the indices of both a^, and b^ are zero. 
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The indices foi* the covariants L will be denoted by accented 
letters. In the second case 

X + fi/ + 1/]' = )?, A. + /^' + wj' — n, 
hence 

m/ + f^^' + f / + "/ ^ 2)? -2Xi. 2\, 
consequently either 

^,+fi,>-^ or v,+v,>^. 
Therefore 

K^XL = IC^^, + {aby' (fc)"^ (ca)~^ ^T. 
In the first case 

/^l + /J-^' + W + vJ =^ f>^ + fj,.j + T/j + V3+ Cg, 

and if this sum is greater than \, the same result is true. 
Hence — When p., + /j.- + i', + c^ + i^s > \, 

the covariunt of degree four whose determinant factors are 

(abr (acY- (bc'T' (ad)- (bdp (cd)\ 
may be expressed in the form 

73. Anp covariant which contains Hie symbolical factor 

(abnbcyicdy, 

where ^+ v>\, and Xlf a, may be expressed in the form 

tC\+, + {ah)^{bcY(ca)^'^. 

For if r be such a covariant, and 

K = (a6)^ (bcY {cdy tt^"-" b^"-''-'' c,."-"-" d^"-" ; 
then _ _ 

Each term of this sum has just been proved to be of the 
required form. 
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74. Any covariant of tlie cwanant 

t,-"'s(aJ)-o.--6,"-',(r:|.!) 

of the binary/ qvantic f=a^ = h;^^ — ..., may be eaqyreBsed in the 
foi"»i 

tC,+^ + {abY{hcY{caf-^r, 
ivkere C^+i represents a covariant of grade not less than r + 1. 

To prove this we observe that any form obtained by convolution 
from a product 

{ahy aj^'' bx""^ {ody Cj,""'' lic""'' ■ ■ ■ 
is either of grade greater than r or else has a factor of the form 

(«!,}- (bey (cd)'. 

In the latter case by § 73 this covariant may be expressed in 
the form 

IC^. + iabYHbcYicay'.-^. 
Now any covariant of k^"~'^^ may l)e expressed in terms of 
transvoctants of the form 

{{k, kf, -^y. 

But the transvectant {k, k)" is a linear function of covariants 
of /obtained by convolution from 

{ahy aj""'' bn,"-'' . {cdy %"~^ d,^-^. 

Hence the theorem is true for covariants of the second degree ; 
and therefore for all covariants oik^"^"''. 

75. It is well to notice that nowhei-e in the last three 
paragraphs has it been assumed that two different symbolical 
letters refer to the same quantic. The theorems are thus true 
when some of the letters refer to different quantics. For example 
the theorem of | 74 is true for covariants of 

fej.'"-^' = {aby Ot"-'' b^'"-'' 
when the quantics m.^", ftj" are different. 

76. The discussion of covariants of degree four mfLy be c;t-rried on a step 
further. 
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then the covariant 

differs from 



by aji expression of the form 

To prove this we notice that the index of 6c in /f is «- A.-^, and this it 
not less than v ; for by the inequalities above we see that 

hence we may use the identity 

(cd)b:,=(hd)e:,-{bc)d^ 



to obtain 



A-.2(-l)'(j)i, 



where 



'>2 
(The weight of K is 2\ :^n ; hence no term with the factor 

{ah)i{h<-:)i{cdri 

an appear.) 

Then the only term we need oonaider is 

Again, let K' be that particular covariant of the form A' for which 
= 0, ^ = X. Then 
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Hence 






© 


k=(\\k'+sc^^,. 




Injiat 


the sai 


:ne way 


it may be proi'ed that if X i 


8 odd, and 


then 






(i) 
(ii) 







(4') 

The results of this paragraph may be stated as follows : 

(i) 1/ X be even and /i + ji = \, then the covariant 
iaby (fee)" {cdy a,,^'- bj'-^-" c^^*-"-" rf^»- 
can be expressed as a stimi of a reducible covariant and covariants 
of grade greater than X. 

(ii) IfXbe odd and /m+ r = X, then the above covariant can be 
expressed as a sv/m of covariants of grade greater than X. 

IfXbe odd and /j. + v = X—'l, the covariant can be eiepressed as 
a sv/m of a reducible covariant and covariaiits of grade greater 
than \. 

Ex. (i). Any covariant which contains the factor 

{abf (acf (6c)^ (ad)"' (ftrf)"' (ed)"', 

where iii+it^ + iii + i'i + i'^>\ and X<n, 

can be espi'essed linearly in torm^ of covariants whose grade is greater 

Ex. (ii). Prove that if a covariant G uf degree 5 has the factor written 
down in the last question, for which 

Hi + /ia + ''i + i'4 + i3 = X, and X:)=^, 
tlien C=5C^^j+ reducible teniis. 

77. Jacoblans. The first transvectaiit of two binary forms 
/i"', 03:" is called their Jacobiao. It is, in fact, equal to 
1 8 (/.",■>..'■) ^ 
in7i d(Xi,Xi) 
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The following properties of Jacobiana are important, 

(i) If f, 0. ^ ie three binary forma, each of order greater 

than unity, the Jacobian of the JacoJnan of f and with ^jr w 

reducible. 

"Let /=«^'", <i>^b^'\ t = cj' 

Polarize once with respect to »/, the result is 

(/*), = -£^-2 (°'' "•""' '"'" "' + ,„ +"^ '-2 <"''> "•""' '•"" '»■ 

Hence 

(.» + .. -2) ((/,«.« 

- (m - 1) (<.6)(ac) o.»- b.'-cJ-' + {n-l) (ab) (be) o."- b.'- cJ-\ 
But 2 (oi) (oc) !>,«,- (<i6)= c," + (no)" S," - (Jo)' o,' 

and 2 (fflj) (Jc) a^ 0^ = - {aiif o^' - (bc^ ((^' + (aoY b^^ *. 

Therefore 

= Jo." V-' 0.'" \ -T-— o (o'y e." + («»)' '.' - (S* «.4 
[m + yi — 2 j 

= ili^^^^) (/. «' ■ t + i (/ 1 1' ■ * - i (*. t)' ■/■ ■ ■ <XIX>. 

(ii) TAe product of two Jacobians may he expressed as a sum 
of products of covariants, there being at least three covariants in 
each product; provided the forms of which the Jacobians are 
taken are all of order greater than unity. 

To prove this, we first establish a useful identity between 
symbolical forms. 

Consider the determinant 



it vanishes if 7^ = r . hence {ah) is a factor ; similai'ly (6c), {oa) are 

factors. There can only be besides a numerical factor, which may 

" See Chapter I. § 32. 
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be determined by considering the coefficient of a^-bibsCi- 
determinant is therefore equal to 

— (ab) (be) (c«). 

Hence 2 . (ab) (be) (ca) . (de) (ef) (fd) 

c,c. c' : ff -2/./, /,• 





(od)- (cey 


iffy t 
(«/)■ i 




..(XX). 


In this identity let us put 






Ci = -a;^, Ca = w;, ; _/ 
Then 

2(ab)a^b^.(de)d„e^ = 


(trf)' ((.«)■ 


1- 

6,' 





Consider now two Jacobians (f, 0), (i^, x) ■ ^ 


here 




/=».» *-i.', 






Thco 


-1 e,t- 




-ifc'"6."-'A?-'«.»- 


(adf (my 

(uy (bey 
d.' e; 


0." ! 
V i 






--H/Wfe + iW X)"*"!' 






+ K4, * 


yfv-Kd,. 


vyf* 




.(XXII. 



For the sake of generality the forms /, 0, ■^, x have been 
supposed to be all different. The theorem is still true if two are 
equal to one another. In particular, it is true for the square of a 
JacobiaJi. 
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Another symbolical identity of interest ia obtaiued thus : Form by 
of the ordinary law of multiplication the product of the following 

determinants : 



i,^ 61 6s V 



-2/,/, /,^ 



1^^ d^ 

= (aef («/)a (aff)^ {aky 

{bef {hff (figf Ifihf 

{cef {cff {cgf {chf 

{def {dff {dgY {dhf 

Hence if /=«*". <i> = K"; f = <h:'', x = <^' 

if,Fr (/,*)^ (frl'r (/,X)« =0. 

{4>,F)^ (*,*f (*,*)« («,X)ii 

(V',-?)^ (*,*)^ (t,*)^ (>(',x)^ 

Here, aa before, the forms arc not necessarily all different. 



78. The expression for the product of two Jacobians may 
also be obtained as follows. 

We have 
(/, <^) X (yjr, x) = (a6) ar-'h"^' ■ {de) d^^-'e^^-' 

= (ab) (ae) a^'^-'b^'^-'e-.i-' . -f - (ab) (ad) aJ^-^h^''-H^-^ . x- 
and, by means of the identities of the type 

(ai) {ae) b^e^ = (aby ej + (aef b/ - (heY a^\ 
the light-hand side becomes 

i a x)" *f + i (*, «' A - K/. +)■ *:t - i (*- x)'./V' 

as before. 

Thus if J be the Jacobian of/ and 1^ 

- 2/= = (fjf <!>"- + (4., 4.yf^ - 2 if, <^rj9- 

79, Copied forms. If in the symbolical expression of a 
covariant 11 of a binary form Fx'^, the symbolical letters are taken 
to refer to another binary form ^^ where in'^p, and IT is multi- 
plied by 
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— where a, 6, ... art: the letters occurring in IT — then the resulting 
form II' is called a copied form. The original form IT is calied 
the model form. 

Es. The Hessian of any binary form 0=a3.™=6/' is 

It is formed on the model of the Hessian of the quadratic. 

The use which we are going to make of the idea of copied 
forms is for the case when the orders p and m of the fundamental 
quantics of the two systems are the same. The form will be 
taken to be a covariant of degree two and order m of a binary form 
/jb": then 

= (/, f-f = {abj" d^"-^" h^;"--'" = 0^=^^', 2ji - 4a- = m. 

On the model of the complete system for the general binary 
form F^, we may construct a complete system for 0. If when 
this is done the symbolical letters 0,, ^a, ... which refer to are 
replaced by the symbolical letters a,h, ... which refer to f each 
covariant of will become a covariant of/, which consists of a 
sum of symbolical products instead of a single term. These 
separate products may be arranged in a series of adjacent terms, 
the difference between any two of which contains a factor of the 
foi'm {ahf'*''. Thus if we reject covariants of grade greater than 
2(r, any one of the terms given by a covariant of may be taken 
to represent this covanant. Before proceeding to a rigid proof of 
this statement, let us consider an example. 

The covariant 
of the sestio 

is a quartic Let iis consider the HessiM.n of iji, 

It consists of a linear function of ten covariants of the following types : 

(ahf (erf)' {ao) (bd) chb^c^dx. 
Any one of these may be taken for the copied form, for ea«h differs from 
the whole transvectant by tranaveetants of forms obtained from 

(ra6)'as,*V, (crf)*iSt*t4^ 
by convolution. Hence when forms of grade higher than 4 are neglected, the 
whole transvectant and ea«h of its terms are equivalent. 

G. & ¥. 6 
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80. Consider any symbolical product P, the symbols of which 
refer to 

* = <oi)-a,"~"'6,-— . 

in this product let us replace any pai'ticular letter (/>'^' by a new 
variable y ; (we replace ^i^ by y, and ^ji by — 1/5). Let P^2,i-jt be 
the resulting expression, then 

Any term of this tranaveetant differs from the whole trans- 
vectant by terms involving a factor (aby"*' : for since y is absent 
when the transveetant is expanded, the only kind of adjacent 
terms are of the form 

(m.) (I3h) M, (ab) 0a) M (see % oO). 

The above argument is not affected if we suppose that 
symbolical letters are present in P which do not refer to ^. 
Hence we may replace each of the letters which refer to ^ in turn 
by letters which refer to /; and in doing this we may at each 
stage choose any one term to represent the whole expression P, 
provided that those terms which involve (abf^^ are rejected. 
Thus taking the quartic invariant (ab'f {boy {caf for model, we 
obtain the copied invariant of 

= (a6)'a.^'&^S 
viz. i4>,4,,y(<f>,<p,y(<f>,<l,,f. 

Any one of the sextic invariants 

{aby(cdy(e/y{acy(d/r(eby, 

(aby(cdy(efy(ady(ce)^fby. 
(aby (cdy (e/y (ac) iad}(ce) (de) (/by 
'differs from the invariant of <j). by terras involving the factor {abf. 
Conversely in any covariant of a binary form ([,.»=&,."=..., 
which has a symbolical factor (aby", we may replace the letters 
a, b wherever they occur in the symbolical product by a single 
letter (f>, and remove the factor (aby^ altogether r on the under- 
standing that forms of grade greater than 2a- are being rejected, 
and that refers to the form (ab)^ ax"~'-''bj*~^''. The reader will 
have no difficulty in verifying this statement. 



y Google 



80-82] gordan'w series 83 

81. Generalized Transvectants. Consider a product 

of any binary forms, 

The result of operating on P with 
where 

n,,= * - =' , 

after operation y and a being replaced by x, is 

This we define to be a generalized transvectant. 

Instead of taking forms each having a single symbolical letter, 
we may construct generalized transvectants of forms each of which 
has two or more symbolical letters. Thus we may replace 0.3,™ by 

The generalized transvectant may then be expanded as a linear 
function of certain symbolical products. Just as in the case of 
ordinary transvectants, any term of a generalized transvectant 
differs from the whole transvectant by lower transvectants of 
forms obtained from the original forms by convolution. We leave 
the verification of this statement to the reader. 

Further it is evident that any symbolical product may be 
regarded as a generalized transvectant. A copied form is then 
merely the same generalized transvectant with a new form taken 
for ground form. 

The theorem of § 80 — that any single term of a copied form, 
when a covariant of the second degree is the new ground form, 
may be taken to represent the whole form, provided that forms 
of higher grade than that of the fundamental ground form 
are to be neglected — is merelj' a particular case of that just 
enunciated. 

82. Hyperdeterminants. When the forms of a generalized 
transvectant are all the same, it will be noticed that the trans- 
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vectant is entirely given by the differential operator. Thus a 
covariant of the binary form f= a^^, is completely defined by the 
operator 

Cayloy used the notation 

l^^ Is" 32" 
to define such a covai'iaiit. These symbolical forma are called 
hyperdeterminants. Cayley introduced hia calculus of hyper- 
determinants some years before the symbolical notation was 
invented by Aronhold. 

The hyperdeterminant notation was introduced for a single 
binary form merely for convenience. It is evident that it may be 
used perfectly well for covariants of two or more different forms. 

It is interesting to notice that the lett.ers of a symbolical 
product may be regarded as differential operators. Thus if 



then 


"■-St.' ^''^,' '-'K.- 

3 -, 3 3 
°' = 8T.' *"8^.' ""'dt.' 
(o«»("7)»(7«" 


operating on 


the product of 




/.(f)=»!-, f.M = V. /.«)-«!'■ 


produces the 


covai-iant 


multiplied bj 


(aby (oc)- (cby a."-'-' b,'-^-c^r-r- 



provided that after operation ^, i), f are each replaced by x. 
Further the operator 

(a^)* (ayr (ry^f a,™-^-" ^^"-*-'' t^^^-"- 
acting on the same product produces the same covariant multi- 
plied by 

In this case J, »;, f all disappear after operation, so there is no 
question of replacing them by 3. 
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CHAPTER V. 

EI-EMENTARY COMPLETE SYSTEMS. 

83. Complete Systems of irreducible covariants. We 

shall devote this chapter to a detailed discussion of the invariants 
and covariants of single binary forms of the iirst four orders ; in 
particular, we shall obtain what are known as the complete 
systems of covariants for such forms. It has been observed, in 
fact, that the symbolical notation enables ua to construct an 
infinite number of covariants of any form /, but, as was first 
proved by Gordan, all these are rational integral functions of a 
finite number of covariants of /; thia finite number is said to 
constitute the complete system of irreducible concomitants, or, 
more briefly, the complete system of concomitants of the form. 
The genera! proof of Gordan's Theorem will be given in the 
next chapter. For the present we shall content ourselves with 
explaining easier methods of obtaining the complete systems in 
the simpler cases, and proving of course that such systems are 
actually complete. 

InasTnuch as every covariant can be expressed as an aggregate 
of symbolical products, we need only retain such as consist of one 
product in seeking for the complete system. 

84. Linear Form, The discussion of a single linear form 

/■= ti^ = i!)j: = etc. 
presents no difficulty. 

For a symbolical product either contains a factor of the 
type (ah) or it does not. If it does so it is zero because 

and if it does not it is simply a power of/. 
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Hence every covariant of a linear form ia a power of the form 
itself, or in other words, the form constitutes the complete system. 

C/or. The same argument applies to any number of linear' 
forms, for every symbolical product is a rational integral function 
of invariants of the type (ab) and covariants of the type «„. Hence 
the complete system for n linear forms consists of the n forms 
themselves and the ^n{n — l) non-vanishing invariants of the 
type (aJ)). 

This result has already been established in ^ 37 where it forms 
the lemma pi'eliminary to the proof of the fundamental theorem. 

86. Quadratic Form. Suppose the form is 
f= ai = h^ = c^ = etc. 

Then if a symbolical product contain no factor of the type {ab) 
it is a power of / ; if on the contrary it contains such a factor (at) 
it can be transformed so ae to contain {ahf {§ 60), which is an 
invariant. Thus every invariant and covai'iant except 

«••, w 

can be expressed in terms of covariants of lower degree, hence by 
continued reduction we infer that every such fonn is a rational 
integral function of 

/,(/./)■ -A. 

the latter being the discriminant of the quadratic. In other 
words, the form and its discriminant constitute the complete 
system. 

Rs, Prove that 

(By interchanging « ajid h put the factoi' {a6)^ in evidence.) 

86. Before proceeding. to the discussion of the cubic and the 
quartic we shall explain some general principles relating to the 
formation of the irreducible covariants of any given degi-ee of a 
binary form. 

Suppose that the form in question is 

f— Oj," = 6a:" = Cj," = etc. 
then the only iiTeducible covariant of degree one \sf. 
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Next, the only covariants of degree two are those of the type 
(a6)'-a^"-'-t^"-'-; r = 0, 1, 2, ... n. 

It' r bo odd this covariant vanishes, and if r he zei'o it is 
reducible since it is equal to f^; the remaining forma corre- 
sponding to even values of )■ constitute the complete set of 
irreducible covariants of the second degree. 

Now assuming a knowJedge of all the irreducible covariants of 
degree less than m we shall shew how to find the irreducible 
covariants of degree m. 

Suppose that the given irreducible forms are 

then any covariant of degree less than m is a rational integral 
function of / and the ^'s. Now a covariant of degree «i is an 
aggregate of symbolical products containing m letters; let G^ be 
one of the products and k one of the symbols involved, then C,„ 
is a term in a transvectant 

where C'm-i is a product containing only m — 1 letters, that is, 
it is a covai'iant of degree m— 1. 

Thus C,^ = (G^,J)<'-^t{C^„fY,p'<p 

and G„_j_ is derived fi-om 0,n-^ by convolution. 

But (?,„_!, 6',„„i being covariants of degree m — 1 are rational 
integral iunctions of the forms 

/,*,*..-.*„ 

i.e. they arc aggregates of terms of the types 

ff„ ./•*,•....*,•- 

of degree m — 1. 

Consequently C7,„ is a sum of transvectants of the form 

(ff,.-.,/)'. 

where of course p 1^ n. Since this is true for every separate term 
in a covariant of degree m it is true for the whole ; or, in other 
words, every covariant of degree m is expressible in terms of 
transvectants 
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where f/,n-i is a pi-o(Jucb of the form 

and is of degree m — 1. 

Hence to find all the irreducible covariarits of degree m we 
have to write down all transvecbants of the form 

and reduce as many of them as possible. The remaining ones are 
the irreducible forma of degree m, for any covariant of degree m 
can be expressed in terms of them and covariants of lower degree. 
For example, in the ease of a binary qiiintic the irreducible 
forms of degrees one and two are 



/, F = (abf a/ bj, i = {aby a^ b^. 
The only products of powers of these of degree two arc /-, H 
and i, so that all the irreducible covariants of degree three are 
included in 

<j:/y. is./y. (•■./)', 

where p :^ 5 for the first two transvectants and p :(• 2 for the third, 
since * is a quadratic. 

87. Let us now return to the transvectants 

which we have to reduce as far as possible. That many of them 
are reducible follows from the following principles. 

Suppose that t/™_, = VW 

where V and W are likewise products of powers of/, 0i, tf>i, ... <t,-, 
but of smaller degree than Pm-i. *nd further suppose the order of 
W is not less than p. 

Then if 2*, be any term belonging to V and T^ any term of 
the transvectant (W,/)'', which is a possible transvectant because 
the order of Win at least equal to p, T^T.^ will be a term in the 
transvectant 

(t'»-.,/)'. 

Hence 

(ir..„fy=T,T, + s(u;^„/y\p'<p 

and T,, T^ being both covariants of degi'ee less than m are 
expressible in terms of /and the <^'s. 
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Now in discussing the reducibility of the transvectanta 

let us consider them in the order of their indices, e.g. we examine 
all those of index one before we proceed to any of index two, 
and so on. 

Then since U^^^x is a covariant of degree m — 1 it is an 
aggregate of products of the type t/m-i. !ind since p'<p it 
follows from the equation 

that the transvectant on the left is completely expressible in 
terms of covariants of less degree and transvectants previously 
considered, or to put the matter briefly, it is reducible for it 
certainly cannot give rise to a new irreducible form. 

Hence the irreducible covariants of degree m can only arise 
from such transvectants 

for which [/,„_, has not a factor of order greater than p. Thus in 
the case of the quintic no transvectant of the type 

(/■./)' 

is irreducible because plfh and the term /= contains a factor/ 
whose oi'der is 5, 

In the general case if Z7m_i possess a factor "PF whose order is 
not less than h, then the product [^m_i can give rise to irreducible 
covaiiants foi no value of p ; it may therefore be neglected entirely 
in the search iui uieducible covariants. 

As an application of this remark we note that if the order of 
one of the ^'s, say ^j,, be at least equal to n, then we need not 
consider the product of this form with any others. 

Finally if 0^ be an invariant we may leave it out of account 
in forming the transvectants, because it would occur as a factor 
in each transvectant in which it appeared and so the transvectant 
would be reducible. 

88. Irreducible system for the binary cubic. After 
these preliminary explanations the deduction of the complete 
system of a cubic presents little difficulty. 
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Let the furni be 

/= a-x^ = V = Ca;^ = etc. 
then the only irreducible form of degree two is 

To find the irreducible forms of degree three we note that the 
product/^ is negligeable, so the only possible irreducible forms are 

(H,n (M,/y- 

Now 

(H, f) = {ahf {ac) h c^' = - *. 
where ( is an irreducible covariant, and 

= ~{bc){ca){ah)[{ab)c^] 

= - i (6c) (ca) (ah) {{ah) c^ + (6c) a^ + (ab) c^}, 
as we see by interchanging a, c and b, c and adding the results. 
Hence (JI,/f = Q and the only new irreducible form is t. 
The products of degree three are 

/', Jjf. t. 

of which the first two may be neglected ; hence the irreducible 
forms of degree four are included in 

(t/). (t./y. (t./y- 

Of these ((,/) is the Jacobian of a Jacobian and hence can be 
expressed in terms of forms of lower degree, § 77. 
In fact, to give the actual expression, we have 

Kff./), ^] -4(/, ^yB-i{H. fyf, 

whatever i^ may be, since {H, /)' — 0. 
Therefore - (i,/l -!(/;/)■ if - i (if,/)'/, 

or {t,f)~-kH: 

Next 

ft/)'--K'»)''.».", W 

= - {ha) (hb) {ab) a^b^ + X {{haf a^, 6/1, 
since {ka){kb){ab)a,b, 

is one term in the trarisvectant. 
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Now this term vanishes, and since 

v;e have 

((./)==o. 

Finally 

((, /)" = - {{ahf {ac) h «»-, d/\' - - (ahy (ac) (bd) {cdy = - A, 
so that (/, ()' = A an invariant which proves to be irreducible. 
The products formed from_/| H, t which ai-e of degree four are 

/, f'H. ft, s; 

and all except H- may be rejected because t and / are both of 
order three. 

Further (H^./Y is reducible unlesM p>2 because H- contains 
the factor S whose order is two. 

Hence the only possible irreducible form of degi-cc five is {ir',f)\ 

But 

(R\ fy = (V Av, a^r = {f^y (/*'«) /4 

= -{(haYa^,k'J'} = (} since (haYa-, = 0, 
hence there are no irreducible forms of degree five, and in fact it 
is easy to see that there are no more irreducible forms. For if 
there were, the one coming next in ascending degree would be of 
the form 

The oidy products that can lead to irreducible form.s are 
/, (, H and /f^ because when 0>2, E^ involves the factor H'' 
whose order is greater than three ; but the transvectants arising 
from each of these products have already been considered, hence 
there are no more irreducible forms; in other words, every 
invariant or covariant of the cubic is a rational integral function 
of / H, t and A. 

89. Irreducible system for the quEirtic. If the form bo 

then the iireducible forms of degree two are 

H^iahfa^-'K^ and {=={aby, 
H being of order ibur and i an hivariant. 
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The only product of degi'ee two that we need consider is H, 
and hence the irreducible forms of degree three are included in 

{H,f)\ {Hjf, (Hjy, (Rjy. 

Now 

(H. /y = (abf (ac) a^i/c^^ = - 1 
where t is an irreducible covariant. 

= -f^ (abf {acf h'c^^+ f^ (aby (ac) (be) a^b^c^' + -l^, (aby (bey aj'c^^ 
= I {aby (acy b^?c^^ + 1 (aby (ac) (be) a^b^c/ 
= i (d>y (acy b/c,^ + i (aby c/ {{acy bi + (bey a^' - (aby c/] 
= (aby (acy b^^o-,' - ^ (aby . ei, 
since the symbols are all equivalent. 
Then since, % %% 
(aby c^* + (hoy o,^ 4- (cay b^ 

= 2 (abf (my bici + 2 (60.)^ (te)^ aici + 2 (eay (cby a^^b^\ 
we have (aby (acy b^^c^^ = \ (aby . e^. 

Therefore (ajf-kif-W-W 

and is reducible. 

Next (Hjy = Kftfc)'-' aibi, c^\' = (a6)^ (?>c)' (ac) h^ 

for the two terms in the tniusvectant are equivalent. By inter- 
changing R. and c it follows that (H,fy — Q. 

Finally 

(fl./)' - [{abf ajh,', o.'f - (at)- (Sc)- (««)■ -j 

an invariant; hence the only irreducible forms of degree three 
are (and j. 

The only product f'^H^P of degree three that we need 
consider is (, and the only possible irreducible forms of degree 
four are therefore 

(',/)■, (I,/)', (t.ff. (*,/)'■ 

As a matter of fact these are all reducible. 
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To calculate them we use the series of § 54, with the schem 



which gives 



f-i\ 



If r = 1 we find 

((/ -»)./) +Si</,-ff)'./l'-((/./).-ffl +«!(//)■- -fff. 
(*./)+*'/■-*»■. 

since {f, Hf = ^if, 

hence (f,/) = lff'- A'/'- 

Ifr-2, 

«/)■+!(/ -ff)',/l + AK/ff)"./l' 
= i(ff.ff)', 

and since {/,H)- = ^if, (J'HY = 0, 

this gives ((,/)- = 0. 

From r = 3, 

('. /■)■+! 1(/. ff)'./!' + * ((/. Hf.fi + 1 (/. tiy ./ 
'Ufy.m + iif.ff.H. 

or ((,/)■ + Jiff + }j/-i!ff. 

on putting in the values for the transvectants of y and K, 

Thus 

((,/)■ = ! (iff -j/). 

The series does not apply when r = 4 because then r + 1 > 4, 
but it is easy to calculate 

(t,/r 

directly ov as in § 94. 
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For 

{{ah) a/k,', b^'Y = («'0 («'*>■' ^* V + ^ \{<^y aA% hf 

+ fj, [{ahy a^K, h^*Y + v {(ahy, V}, 
while (aby (alt) b^'kj'' = {(aby a^b^, V} = 0, 

(ahy a^hx = 0, 
hence {(,// = 0. 

Hence there are no iiTeducible forms of degree four. In fact 
there are no more ineducible forms, becaHKe the next in order of 
degree would be of the form 

tf-HH-;/): 

Now since /, H, t are each of order four at least, irreducible 
forms can only arise from products containing each of the three 
by itself, and all these, viz. 

if.fy, (H./y, n.fy 

have been already considered. Hence every invariant or covariant 
of the quartic is a rational integral function of/, H, t, i and j. 

90. Quintic. To illustrate still further the method of this 
chapter we shall apply it to some extent to the binary quintic. 
The covariants of degree two are 

(/;// = if and (J\fr = i. 

The products of powers of f, H and * which are of degree two 
are f^, H and i, and to find the covariants of degree three we 
have to consider transvectants of these three forms with / 

The transvectants arising from f'' may be neglected, and hence 
we are left with 

(H,f)\ (H./y, {Hjj, [H./y, (Hjy, 
{i,fy, (i.fy 

as the only possible irreducible covaiiants of degree three. 
Now of these 
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and involves a term 

(ab)- {acY a^b/c/, 

.-. (H,fy = (aby-(aGya^b^'oJ' + X{(abya^b^, c/]" 

= io^fi^Ci, {(abf {acy b^^'c/ + (6a)" (bey c/«:,^ 

+ (cay(cbya^''b^^\ + Xi/ 
= ia^b^ c^ i {{ahy c/ + {bcY a/ + {caY h^*] + Xif 
-{-^ + h)if. 
so that {H,fy is loducible. 

Agai, (H./r={(abya.'b,',o,'r 

and contains the term 

(ab)-(acyb,-c.: 

This term can be transformed so as to contain (acy and lience 
must be a multiple of 

(aby(ao)b^c/ 

since the Setters are equivalent. 

. ■. (Hjy - X (aby (ttc) b^o/ + ^ [iaby a^b^, c^"} 

= (\ + ^)(iJ). 
Further 

(H, fy = (abf (bey (acy a^b^c, -i- X (i fy 
and 

{H,ff = {abf{bc)'{mra. 

= i W W (<•!■)' ((fc) o, + (ca) S, + (a6) e,! = 0. 
Finally (i,fy is an irreducible form and 
(i.ff'(d,y{<K){bc)cJ 

= -i(b(s) (CO) (di) (((*)■ c," + (6o)' o," + (CO)" 6,") 
= -(fc)'(co)'(oi)"o,6,c, (§22). 
Hence the only irreducible covariants of degree three are 
{H,f) = t,(f,i) 
and (/, iy = - (bey (caf {aby aj}^c^ = -j. 

The reader may now find the irreducible forms of degree four 
and verify the result by reference to the chapter on the qiiintic. It 
will be seen at once that the method leads to much labour, that 
the reduction processes are not easy to discover, and, when we 
mention that for the quititic wc have to pi'occed step by step 
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until we get to degree 18 before the irreducible system is 
obtained, the impracticability of these methods in dealing with 
forms of order greater than four will be at once admitted. 

91. Further Theory of the Cubic. Syaygy araong 
the irreducible forms. There is an identical relation con- 
necting the irreducible concomitants of the binary cubic — the 
simplest example of what is known as a syzygy among the 
covariants of a single binary form. 

In fact since t is the Jacobian of/ and H we have, § 78, 

- 'it' - if. fyrn + {H, Hff-i (H. /)• Hf. 

Now 

(H, Hf = {{abf aj>^, (cdf c^d^f = {abf {cdy (ac) (bd) = A, 

for although there are four terms in the transvectant they are 
identical in value, and we have 

the relation required. 

92. Since every covariant of the cubic is a rational integral 
function oi/, H, t and A it follows that all expressions derived by 
convobition from products of powers of/, /Z" and ( can be expressed 
in terms of/ H, t and A. 

The form of the expression can be easily inferred by con- 
sideration of its degree and order, but the actual determination 
of the coefficients may be a troublesome process. 

As an example consider the Hessian of t, i.e. (t, t)\ It is 
a covariant of degree six and order two since t is of degree three, 
and the only product of /, H, t. A fulfilling these conditions 
is .ffA. We at once see that {t, ty is a numerical multiple of HA. 

The reader may calculate the actual value directly by using 
the series of § .54— we give an alternative process. 

Let J"=tt/), 

then - 2 /■ - ((, ()'/" + (//)■'=- 2 (/, !)"/<• 
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Bat (t,f) = hH\ (f,fy = H, (f,ty = Q 

and f^~^H'-^Af'; 

th(;refore -^H*^ (t. ffp + H{-\H'-\ A/^ ; 

that is {tJfp=\^pH 

or (t.tf'^^AH. 

Again, consider the symbolical product 
(oJiy (dc) (hd) (cd) Cxda 
■which represents a covarjant of degree four and order two. 

Since there is no product 

of this degree and order the covariant in question must vanish 
identically. 

To verify this we remark that, on interchanging a, b and c, d, 
the expression 

{ahy{ac){bd)(od)c^d^ 

changes sign ; hence it vanishes, 

Es. (i). Calculate the following transvectants in terma of/, H, t, A, viz. 

{E, H), {H, H)\ {t, t), (t, tf, (!, tf, {H, t), (If, ty. 

(The only one presenting any diffieiilty is {H, i) and tMa is tho Jacobian 
of a Jaoobian ; its value ia -^A/.) 

Ex. (ii). Shew that acy symbolical product involving the factor (ah)^ 
vanishes identically. 
Ex. (iii). Shew that 

93. Further Theory of the Quartic. As in the case 
of the cubic, the square of the covariant ( can be expressed 
rationally in terms of the remaining forms. 

In fact we have, § 78, 

-a--(/,/)'/f-2(fl,/)-fl/+(//, //)■/■, 

while {/jy-H, {HJf = \if, 

so that it only remains to calculate {H, H'f. 
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Now using the series of § 54 with the scheme 



I 4, 4, 4 I 
V 0, 2, 2 / 



, 0, 2, 
we have 

00 ©0 

or 

(if,fi-)- + l</,/)'.i2-|+i</,/)'.ff 

thati. (5, if)- + J. -if -J. ■(/,/)=+ J jy; 

since (/, Hf = etc. 

Hence (H, Hy = ijf- iiS. 

Consequently 

-2f.B'-iif.Hf+{Uf~US)f' 
-B'-iiHf + iif', 
which is the syzygy required. 

94. We shall illustrate the reduction of covariants of the 
quartic hy calculating the values of the trausveetants of 

/, if, (, 

taken two together. 

The transvectants of y with itself, H and ( have ah'eady been 
found. 

As regards the traiisvectant 

(H, Hy 

we remark that it vanishes when r is odd and 
{H,Hy = iJf-iiH. 

There only remains (H, Hy. 

This is equal to 
lWo.'y, M' - ("W («'•)■ (»)■ = iW n.'*.'. '•'!' 
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To calculate the transvectants 

{t.Iiy. rj.3, 
apply the series of § 54 with the scheme 
■ H. /, H ^ 



/ tl, }, Ji s 
I 4, 4, 4 J 
V 0, r, ] / 



arid we have 

©(3 C 7 '■)(.') 

(^ — i\^ ■' ' /Q — 2r — %\^^ I <J i 

On taking r = 1, 2, 3 successively and putting in the values 
of the transvectants (Jf, Hf^^ we find 

((.i/)=i/(iJf-j7) 

ft Bf - 

<t,Ef = \jH~i-,i'l 
For {t, H'f, the scheme 

' S, f. B- 



( 4, 4, 4 ) 
V 1, 3, 1 / 



must be used ; or else as in the case of {t^f)' it is easy to see that 
((, Hf = 0. 
To tiiid ft tf we apply the series with the scheme 
/ f, B. t - 



//. B. tN 
( 4, 4, 6 j 
V 0, 2, 1 / 



which gives 
((/ if), (]■ + ((/, BJ. H + A (/, Hf 1 . 1(/, tf, H]+i(f. ty B 

(l.ty + l(f.t}'l(f.tf.B. 

On suhstituting the values for ft/) and (t,fy we find 

ft«)'-i<jyff-i"'-A'y")- 
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For ((, ty 


we use the scheme 


leading to 


4, 4, 6 
\ 1, 3, 1 / 




(t,t'i'+l(f,tr=i(t.ff,H} 




-{{H.Hf- 


and hence 


(t, ty . 0. 


Finally 





-i'. 



(/ff)- 



((, ()• _(((,/)■, i?)' . i i (H, tiy - ij (/, Hy 

Ex. (i). Deduce the value of {t, f^ from the relation 

Ex. (ii). Apply Goidau's series to calculate {t, t)^ for the cubic. 
Ei. (iii). Piwo that 

«<,/)■, .ffl'-((i,S)«,/F. 

Es. (iv). Prove that for the quartic 

{(if,J?)>, if)<_to'-A.'. 

Es. (v). Prove that the Hessian of the Hessian of the Hessian of s. 
quartic / is 

-^A^iVf+lH{f-^i^). 

Es. (vi). Calculate the values of {(i, ty\ tY for c = l, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
Es. (vii). If a quartic / be the product of a cubic by one of the linear 
factors of its Hessian, then 

(/,/)'-o. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

aOEDAN'S THEOREM. 

95. We have already referred to Gordan's theorem which 
asserts the existence of a finite complete system of covariants 
for any binary form, and, in fact, we have illustrated the truth 
of the theorem in obtaining the complete systems for the 
quadratic, cubic, and quartic. Our previous method is of little 
practical utility in dealing with forms of older greater than four, 
but a comparison between it and the procedure of Oordan may 
not be without value as a primary indication of the salient 
features of the latter. In the last chapter covariants were 
classified according to their degree and we shewed how to obtain 
those of degree m by transvection from those of less degree. In 
Gordan's investigation covariants are classified according to their 
grade — the grade being a definite even number associated with 
any symbolical product, § 61, and all covariants of grade 2r are 
obtained by transvection from those of inferior grade together with 
some of grade 2r. 

The advantage of using the grade is that no covariant can be 
of grade greater than n ; accordingly, the number of steps in the 
process is smalt, whereas there being no limit, d priori, to the 
degree of an irreducible covariant, and the actual degree reached 
by irreducible forms of quintics, etc., being very high, the number 
of steps in the other process is uncertain and at the best large. 
As will be seen later, on the other hand, the transition from grade 
2r — 2 to grade 2r is commonly much more difficult than that from 
one degi'ee to the nest higher. 

Several preliminary propositions are necessary before we can 
undertake the actual proof of the existence of the complete 
system ; these we now proceed to explain, 
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96. The first lemma required belongs to that branch of the 
theory of numbers known aa Diophantine Equations. 

For the sake of clearness we shall begin by giving an 
illustration. 

Consider the homogeneous linear equation 
2^ + 5?/ = 3if ; 
it is easy to see that the number of Bolutious in positive integers 
is infinite. 

Moreover, if 

and ^=/, y^i, z = t', 

be two solutions, then 

a; = p 4- J)', y = q + q', e = r + r' 
is also a solution. 

We shall call this latter the sum of the former two solutions, 
and when any solution can be written as the sum of two smaller 
solutions (throughout we deal only with solutions in positive 
[ers), it is said to be reducible. Otherwise a solution is 
rreducible, and the important fact for us is that the number of 
■educible solutions is always finite. 
Thus for the equation above the only irreducible solutions arc 
ic = 3, y = 0, s = 2; x^O, )/ = 3, s=5; 
ic = l, y=2, s = 4; a:=2, y=\, s = S. 
In fact if iC > 3, then z>2, and the solution can be reduced 
by means of a: = 3, 2/ = 0, 3=2; whereas if j/> 3, then z>5, and 
the solution can be reduced by means of « = 0, y = 3, s = 5 ; thus 
in an irreducible solution neither w nor y can exceed 3, and, as 
the number of remaining possibilities is finite, the irreducible 
solutions can be easily found by trial. 

By continually reducing a given solution, say x =p, y — q,z = r, 
we can express it in terms of the irreducible solutions, that is in 
the form 

q^S^+2v + p (A), 

r=2\+5ft + iv + -ip} 
where X, fi, v, p are positive integers ; 
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e.g. take the solution 

^ = 50, ?/ = 7, 2; = 45, 
reducing by means of 

^ = 3, ^ = 0, ^ = % 
^.■=16.3 + 2, y = l, 2=16.2 + 13; 
then reducing 

x' = % y'^1, a' = 13 

by means of « = 0, »/ = 3, 3 = 5, 

a:' = 2, i/' = 2.3+l, 3' = 2. 5 + 3, 
and the remaining part 

ia irreducibla 

Hence in this case we have 

X=16, M = 2, y^O, p = l. 

Of course if we substitute the expressions in (A) for w, y, z 
the equation is satisfied identically ; the important point is that 
every positive integral solution can be written in the form there 
indicated. 

97. The idea of reducibility can be extended at once to 
any number of linear homogeneous equations, for the sum of two 
solutions is always a solution, and we may enunciate our first 
lemma as follows: 

The number of irreducible solutions in positive integers of a 
system of homogeneous linear equations is finite. 

Consider first a single equation, 

a,a:j + ai3^ + ... + a^^m = l>,y, + b^y^, + ... ^Kyn, 
connecting the x's and y's, where the coefficients a, b are positive 
integers. 

If the two solutions 

a;i = ?i, Xi = ^i. .-■ a^m = l^.«, y. = ^.> ya^'js, ■■• y^^vni 

be typified by 

«; = ?. p=^v; 
« = !'. y = v', 
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respectively, then 

also typifies a solution and this latter is reducible. 
First the equation has mm, solutions of, the type 

with the rest of the variables zero. 

Next suppose that in a solution one of the «'s (say xi) is 
greater than 

(>, + &s+ ... +&», 
then the right-hand side of the equation must be greater than 

i.e. b, (yi - o^) + 6^ (ya - »i) + - • ■ + K iVn ~ aO > 0, 

so that at least one y must be greater than a,. Let y^ > a^, then 

the solution in question is reducible by means of the solution 

a:, = by, y,. = (h 
with the other variables zero. 

Hence (6i + ia + ... + &«) is an upper limit to the value of any 
jt in an irreducible solution, similarly (a, + a2+ ... + Om) is an upper 
limit to the value of any y ; but the nu mber of solutions reducible 
or irreducible subject to these restrictions is manifestly finite, 
therefore d fortiori the number of irreducible solutions is finite, 

If the irreducible solutions be typified by 

x=a^, y = /3^; 

then by continued reduction any solution can be expressed in 
the typical form 

*■=(,«, + 4 0-3+ ■■■ +ip«p 

y = t,^, + U&, + ...+t,0„ 
where the t's are all positive integers. 

Suppose now we have a second equation of the same nature 
between the variables : then on replacing the x's and y's by their 
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values ill terms of the t's the first equation will be satisfied 
identically and the second equation will become a linear equation 
between the *'s with integral coefficients. 

Hence by the above reasoning every solution of the equation 
among the t's may be written in the typical form 

where * = 7ii ^ = 72. ■■- t — yir 

typify the irreducible solutions, and the T's are all positive 

integers. 

Now substitute these values for the t's in the expressions for 
the x's and y's and we find at once that 

where the k's and Vs are fixed positive integers. 

Thus the only possible irreducible solutions of the two equations 
are those typified by 

« = Ki. y = ^i; ie = ic^, y = X.,; ... x = K^, y = K, 
for every other solution can be expressed as a linear combination 
of these. 

If we had a third equation, on substituting for the w's and p'a 
their values in terms of the 2°s the first two equations would be 
satisfied identically, and the third would become a linear equation 
among the T's. Then this equation in turn has only a finite 
number of irreducible solutions, and hence, reasoning exactly as 
before, we should find that the three equations given have only 
a finite number of irreducible solutions. The process can be 
manifestly extended to any number of equations, and hence our 
theorem is established. A formal proof by induction from (r- 1) 
equations to r equations could of course be easily given. 
Es. Tcf And tlie irreducible aolutiuns of tbe two equations 

The irreducible solutions of the second equation aro easily found since no 
letter can osceed 2 ; they are 

a;=l, ^ = 1; a'=l, a=I; !/ = l, w=l; s = l, w = l; 
variables not mentioned in s. solution being zero. 
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Hence the general solution of the second equation is 
x^a + b, ^ = « + e, Z'^b + d, 'x^c + a, 
where a, h, c, d are positive integers. 
The first equation now becomes 

5a+6+3ii=2rf 
and for an irreducible solution a, b, a cannot exceed 2. 
On trial we find the following irreducible solution 

<l = 2, d=b; 6 = 2, d = l; c = l, d^\ ; a = l, 6 = 1, rf=3. 
Hence the general solution is 

o = 2H + e, ;) = 2(3 + S, e=7, rf=6o+j3 + y + 3e. 
These values for a, h, c, d give 

x=2a + 2& +2B^ 
y = 3a + y+ 8 

s = 5a + 3e+ y + 4S ' 

aiS the general Kolution of the two equations. 

Th*" I iilv jowitle irredu'iHe scluticns are ' 'cjrdingly 
=2, y=2 a=5 w=5 
= 2 y= =3 = 1 

jr=0 y=l =1 =» ■ 
t = 2 </ = ! =4 1^ = 3 
Of tl e e tl e fi t the mm of the th xl and f th while the fourth is 
the s ra f tie e nl ani th 1 m the o 1 rrelu He solutions are the 
sec d a d tb rd In other r h ^nJ ol t o of the two equations may 
ho wr tten n the form 

j-="p y=q 3/) + ^ -^i +'f 
wl Xl / y a e po? t e ntege 

Ex. (i). Prove that the equation 1x-\-iy—Zz has four irreducihlo solutions 
and that every solution of the two equations 7^ + 4^ = 3^ s + 5w=2y can be 
written in the form 

a: = 2a + c, 3^ = 7tt + 156 + llc, 2 = 14a + 206 + 17c, tn = 2b + c. 

Ex. (ii). Eind the number of irreducible solutions of the equation 

the a's being positive integers. 

Aits. If all the d's are even there are n irreducible solutions, if r of 
the d's are odd there are «+ ■■ — solutions. In an irreducible solution 
at the most only two of the letters on the left are diflerent from zero. 
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Ex. (iii). Prove directly that in an irreducible solution of the two 
equations 

X is less than the greatest a, and y is less than the greatest b. 

98. System of forms derived by transvectlon from two 
given systems. Consider two systems of binary forms in the 
same variables w,, x^, viz, 

.^1, A^, ... Am, of orders a-,, a^, ... a^ respectively 
and Bj_, B.^, ... £„, of orders bj, b„ ... &„ respectively; 
we suppose each form written symbolically and denote by U, Y 
two products of the tj'pes 

A.-^Aj" ... Am'-, B/^B/' ... if/" 
wherein all the exponents are either zero or positive integers. 

The system G is said to be derived from the systems A and B 
by transvection when it includes all terms in all transvectants of 
the form 

(U, F)r. 

It is clear that some of the members of the system G are 
reducible, that is they can be expressed as rational integral 
functions of simpler members of that system — in fact, if 

U=U,U„ F=7,F„ y = 7, + 7,*, 
then there are many terms in the transvectant 

((/, F)» 
which are products of two terms, one belonging to the transvectant 

and the other to the transvectant 

99. We can now enunciate and prove our first theorem, viz. 
Tfie number of transvectants of the form (U, Vy which do not 
contain reducible terms is finite. 
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For HTippnse that any term of the transvcctant 

contains p symbols of the A's not in combination with a symbol 
of the B's and o- symbols of the B's not in combination with a 
symbol of the ^I's, then we have 

a,cf, + c^a^ + ... +(t™a™ = p + 7l .-r. 

b,^,-\-b,B,+ ... + b^^„ = ^ + ry\ ^^' 

because each side of the first equation, for example, represents the 
total number of the symbols of the forms A which occur in the 
product U. 

Now to each positive integral solution of the above equations 
in a, /S, p, a, j there correspond definite products U, V and a 
definite value of y and hence a unique transvectant. But as we 
have already remarked if the solution corresponding to {U, Vy 
be the sum of those corresponding to {Ui, V,)y< and (Ui, V^)'^', 
then (U, V)y certainly contains reducible terms. Hence trans- 
vectants corresponding to reducible solutions always contain 
reducible terms and inasmuch as the number of irreducible 
solutions has been proved to be finite it follows that the number 
of transvectants not containing reducible terms is finite. 

100. In actually finding the transvectants which do not 
contain reducible terms we may use the equations (I), hut it is 
generally easier to proceed directly. 

Suppose that the system A contains the single form f—a^ 
and the system B the single form i = h,^, then we have to consider 
transvectants 

(/-, ■■»).. 

If 7 > 2y3 this transvectant vanishes, if 7 < 2^— 1 it contains 
terms of i(/", i^"')'' ; hence for an irreducible transvectant we 
must have 7 = 2^ — 1 or 2/3, In the same way 
7 ;[• 5a and ■(; oa — 4. 

Again if a>2, then for an irreducible transvectant 7 > 10 
and hence /3>4, so that some terms may bo reduced by means 
of (/^, *'*)"'. Thus we need only consider a = 0, a = 1 and a = 2. 

For a = we have i. 

For »_1 wo have/, (/, ■> </.,)•, (f.ff. if.i')'. (/,<>>'■ 
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For «_2 we have (/■,.■')•, (/■.;')', (/", i')", (/", i')', 

(/',;■)■•■ 

Now (f\ i^y contains terms which are products of a term 
of (/, i^y and (/, iy and a like argument applies to 

(/•, *)', (/", •■')■, (/', i'f. 
SO the only transvectants not containing reducible terms are 
/, i. (/<■), (/.if. (f.fy, (/,')', (/,•')', (/'.<•)»■ 
Ex. (i). If/ be any form of order 2« + l, then the tranavectants 

(/*, t'T 

which, do not contain reducible terms are 2?i, + 4 in number, 

Ex. (ii). Find the corrcisponding result when / is a form of even order. 
Es. (iii). The only transvectants 

where fi=ax* and_/!j=6];^, which do not contain reducible terms are 

/i, A, i (A, i'h (/i, if. ifu i^y, (/.. ir> 

iA>i),iUi)MA^i^y,lA'>i'y 

101. Definition. The system of forms A is said to be 
complete when any expression derived by convolution from a 
product U of powers of the forms A is itself a rational integral 
function of the A's. 

Thus for example the system of forma 

/=•.■-*.■-•■■ 

t = {aby{ca)bxCx'' 
A-<«6)'{rf)'(o«)(W) 
is complete because any expression derived in the above manner 
is a covariant of/ and therefore a rational integral function of 
/, H, t and A. Again the system H and A included in the above 
is itself complete. 

More generally the system A is said to be relatively complete 
for the modulus consisting of a number of symbolical deter- 
minants when any expression derived by convolution from a 
product 17 is a rational integral function of the ^'s together 
with terms involving the modulus (?. 
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Thus the system consisting of a single form 

is relatively complete for the modulus {abf, since any expression 
derived hy convolution from a power oi f can be transformed so 
that a factor (a6)= occurs in it. 
Again for a quartic the system 

/= a-,^ H = (aby a^%\ t = {ahf (ca) a:,hici, 
j = (boy{canaby 
ia relatively complete for the modulus (aby, for all covariants of / 
are rational integral functions of 

where i = (aby. 

We may extend our definition of relative completeness still 
further : a system A is said to be complete relatively for several 
moduli Gi, G, ... when any expression derived by convolution 
from a product !7 is a rational integral function of the A's together 
with terms involving one at least of the moduli G,, G, — 

It will be seen later (or it can be verified without difficulty) 
that in connection with any quantic a^" = b^ ... the single form 

is relatively complete with respect to the modulus {ahy except 
when n — ^. 

If n= 4 the complete system worked out for the form H shews 
that any expression derived by convolution from a power of if is 
a rational integral function of JI together with terms involving 
i or j. 

That is B. is relatively complete for the two moduli {ahy and 

{bey {cay {aby. 

It will be noticed that a complete system is relatively complete 
for any modulus or systems of moduli. 

102. The system C derived by transvection from two given 
systems contains an infinite number of forms, but it is said to be a 
finite system when all its members can be expressed as rational 
integral functions of a certain finite number of them. More 
generally it is said to be relatively finite for a given modulus G 
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when every member of G can be expressed as a rational integral 
function of a certain finite number of them together with terms 
all of which involve the modulus G. 

For example the number of covariants of a binary cubic is 
infinite but inasmuch as every one is a rational integral function 
oif, H, t and A the system of forms is said to be finite. 

Again it will be seen later that eveiy covariant of the binary 
n-'iG 

/= a-x^ = 6a," — Ci" 

can be expressed in terms of/, H, t, where 

t = {abf (ca) a^^^~^hx'~^C;^~^ 
together with terms involving the factor (ai)*. Wo should state 
this fact thus — The system of covariants of a binary w-ic is 
relatively finite for the modulus (a6)*. 

103. Theorem. If the systems of forms A and B are both 
finite and complete, then the system derived from them by transvection 
is finite and complete. 

(a) The system is finite. 

In the proof of this theorem we shall consider the transvectants 
(U. F). 
in a certain order defined as follows : — 

(i) Transvectants are taken in order of ascending total degree 
of the product UV in the coefficients of the forms involved in A 
and B. 

(ii) Those for which the total degree is the same are taken in 
ascending order of indices. 

Further than this the order is immatetial. 

With this convention let T and T' be any two terms of the 
trans v octant 

{U, 7)r, 

then (T-T') = X{U.T)y' 

where 7' < 7 and U, V are derived by convolution from U, V 

respectively. 
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But since the systems A and B are complete 
U = F{A), 

where F(A) is a rational integral function of the A'b, that is, an 
aggregate of products of the type U, and ^ (B) a similar function 
oftheFs. 

Thus {u,vy 

can be expressed as the sum of a number of transvectants in each 
of which the index is less than 7. By hypothesis all such 
transvectanta have been examined before the one now under 
consideration and hence if all the G's derived from previously 
considered transvectants can be expressed in terms of 

then all C's up to and including those derived from 
can be expressed in terms of 

where T is any term of the last transvectant. 

But if the transvectant 

(U. F)v 
contain a reducible term, say 'l'—'i\Ti, then inasmuch as T^, T^ 
must both arise from transvectants previously considered no term 
T need be added to the system 

G„ C„ ... 0,.. 

Thus in gradually building up a system of O's in terms of 
which all Cs can bo expressed we need only add a new member 
when we come to a transvectant containing no reducible term and 
then we need add only one new member. But the number of 
tiunsvectants containing no reducible term is finite and hence a 
finite number of O's, can be chosen such that every other is a 
rational integral function of these, that is the .system C is finite, 

Remark. A set of O's in terms of which all others can be 
expressed rationally and integrally can be chosen in various ways, 
for any term may be selected from each transvectant containing 
no reducible terms. Further since the difference of two terms of a 
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transvectant can be expressed by means of terms of tvansvectaots 
previously considered we may, instead of choosing a single term 
from any transvectanfc, take an aggregate of any number of such 
terms or even the transvectant itself, and it will still be true that 
every member of G can be expressed as a rational integral function 
of the members of our finite system. 

(6) The finite system so constructed is complete. 

Let a,,G,,...Gr 

bo the finite system, then we have to prove that an expression W 
derived by convolution from any product of the form 

is a rational integral function of C,, G^, ... C^. 

Suppose that W contains p determinantal factors in which 
a symbol belonging to a form A occurs in combination with a 
symbol belonging to a form B. 

Then TP is a term in a transvectant 

{U, Ty. 

where U contains only symbols of the A's, and V only sytnbols of 
the B's, so that JJ is derived by convolution from a product V of 
the A'a and V is derived by convolution from a product V of 
the B'fi. 

Thus w=(u, vy + t{uyy\ 

where p < p and UV are derived fi'om U, V by convolution and 
therefore ultimately from U, V. 

Now U = F{A), 

F- * (if), 
accordingly W can be expressed as an aggregate of transveetants 
of the form 

{u. vy. 

But we have just proved that every term of such a transvectant 
is a rational integral function of the G's and consequently W is 
also a rational integral function of them. 

Hence the system is not only finite but complete. 



y Google 



114 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CII. VI 

104. Theorem. If a finite system of forms A, all the 
members oftvhichare covariants of a hiimry form f. include f a-nd 
he relatimly complete for the modulus H ; if, further, a finite 
system B be relatively complete for the modulus G, and include one 
form Bi whose only determinantal factors are ff, then the system 
G derived by transvection from A and B is relatively finite and 
complete for the modulus G. 

As an example of the theorem let A consist of 
/= aj- = bj", 
and B of the two forms 

H={ahYaJ}^, A = {aby{ac){bd){cdf. 
Then A is relatively complete for the modulus (abf, § 88, and B 
is absolutely complete, being the complete system of the Hessian 
of the cubic ; hence according to the theorem the system derived 
by transvection should be absolutely complete. This is obviously 
true, for the new system contains/, H, t. A, where 

t = {fH) = - {ah'f {ac) h^c^\ 
and every possible member of the derived system is a covariant of 
/, therefore they are all rational integral functions of _/j H, t. A, 
which constitute the complete system of the cubic. 

105. tiemina. IfPbe derived by convolution from a power 
off any term in the trarisvectont 

(P, ry 

can be expressed as an aggregate of transvectants of the type 

(IT. ry 

in -which the degree of U is at most equal to that of P. 

(Throughout we shall use U, V as typical symbols for products 
of powers of the forms of A and B respectively.) 

This statement is manifestly true when the degree of P is 
zero ; assuming it true when the degree of P is less than r we 
shall establish it when the degree is r. 

In fact if r be a term in 

(P. vy. 
T.(p, ry+i{P, vy; 
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and since P, P are derived by convolution from a power of the 
form / which ia contained in A, 
P=^F(A) + HW*, 
P = F'{A) + ffW', 
while r=^(B) + GZ=^(B), mod (7. 

Hence T can be expressed as the sum of three parts ; 
(i) transvectaots of the type \F(A), ^(B)]" the degree of 
F(A) being r ; 

(ii) transvectants of the type (Q, Vy, where Q is of the same 
degree as P and contains the factor JI ; 
(iii) terms containing the fector 0. 
Now Q can be derived by convolution from 

*/■, 

where s is less than r the degree of P ; therefore any term in 

can be derived by convolution from 

/'P,V, 
and is expressible in the form 

%{P',B~V), 
where P' is derived by convolution from /' and is of degree less 
than P. But by hypothesis every term in these traDSvectants 
can be expressed as an aggregate 

S{(7, vy, modG, 
for B,V=<^(B), mode, 

where the degree of U is at most equal to s and therefore less 
than r. 

On referring to the expression for T we see that T can be 
written in the form 

^(U, vy, modG; 

consequently the statement in the lemma can be completely 
established by induction. 

* HW simply means a symbolical product oontaiuing the factor H. 

8—2 
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Cob. If the product P contain the factor H, then any term in 

{P. vy 

can he expressed in the form 

S(cr, vy, 

where the degree of U is less than that of P. 

For P is now of the fonn Q just discussed, and any term in a 
trans vectant 

(«, vy 

can be expressed as a sum 

2(P, vy 

in which the degree of U is &t most equal to s which is less than 
the degree of P. 

106. The proof of the theorem is now tho same in principle 
as that in § 103. 

The transvectants are considered in the following order. 

(i) In order of ascending degree of UV in the coefficients 
of/ 

(ii) Those for which the degree of UV is the same are taken 
in order of ascending degree of U. 

(iii) Transvectants for which these two degrees are the same 
are taken in order of ascending index. 

Further than this the order is immaterial. 

If T and 2" be two terms in 

then T'-T = X(U. Vy, 

where v < v. 

But 1J=F{A) + I-IW, 

F=<J?(5)+G1I"; 
therefore 

r-T=t{F(A:), A^{B)]-' + -S.[HW, ^{B)Y' modG. 
Transvectants of the type 

{F{A),'S.(B)Y 
have been previously considered, for the degree of F{A) is the 
same as that of U a.-adi v' < v; further by the lemma transvectants 
of the type 

{HW,^{B)Y 
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can be expressed in the form 

2 ((7', vy 

where the degree of U' is less than that of HW, i.e. less than that 
off/. 

Thus T'-T can be written 

s ( u", vy + t(ii', vy, mod g, 

where the degree of U" is the same as that of U and v' < /', while 
the degree of U' is less than that of U. 

Hence if all terms of transvectants considered previously to 

(U. vy 

can be expressed rationally and integrally in terms of 

(except for terms involving G); then all terms of transvectants 
up to and including 

(P, vy 

can be expressed in the form 

F(C„ 0„ ... Gp,T), mod 6=, 
where T is any term of the last transvectant. 
If the transvectant 

(U. vy 

contain a reducible term we may suppose it to he T, and since 
T=TiTi where Ti, T^ ai-e terms of former transvectants, there is 
no need to add the term T to Cj, C,, ... Cp. 

It follows that in constructing a system of Gs in terms of 
which all Cs can be expressed we have to add a new member 
only when we come to a transvectant containing no reducible 
terms and then one only. The number of transvectants con- 
taining no irreducible terms is finite, § 99 ; hence if C,, G^, ... Gg 
be a series of terms one from each of this finite number of 
transvectants, any other member of the system G derived by 
transvection from A and B can be expressed as a rational integral 
function of (/,,6'j, ... C^ together with terms involving the factor (?; 
in other words, the system Cis relatively finite for the modulus G. 

Next the system 

C.G,. ... G, 
is relatively complete with respect to the modulus G. 
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For any teitn T derived by convolution from 

may be regarded as a berm in a transvectant 

{■0. Vf. 

where U is derived by convolution from a product of the A's and 
V from a product of the B's. 

Hence T can be expressed as an aggregate of transveetauts 

0, F)-; 

while U — P can be derived by convolution from a power ofy and 

V^^{B), modG; 
therefore r = S (P, <t (B))', mod G, 

= S (P, Vy, mod 0, 
= 2 ( (7, vy, mod G. (Lemma.) 
Conaequentlyj &s has just been proved, 

T=F{Gj,C„ ... Oj), modG, 
and the system ia complete. 

107. Cor. I. If the system B is absolutely complete, then 
the system derived by transvection from, A and B is absolutely 
complete. 

Cor. II. If the system B is complete for two moduli G and (?' 
and contain-s a form whose only determinantal factors are H, then 
the derived system is complete for the two moduli and (?', 

To prove this we have only to write 

B = F{B). modd(G, G') 
instead of B = F{B). mod (ff) 

at every stage of the foregoing proof 

108. Gordan'a Theorem. These long preliminary ex- 
planations are now at an end and the actual proof of the theorem 
does not present much difficulty. 

Every covariant of a binary form 

f-=a^ — bx' = etc. 
is either a power of / or else contains a factor {ohf, and hence the 
form / itself is a complete system with respect to the modulus {abf. 
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Assuming now that a system of covariants containing / and 
relatively complete for the modulus {aby" can be found we shall 
shew how to construct a system also containing / and relatively 
complete for the modulus (a&)^*+^. The system relatively complete 
rood {aby'' is called A^-^, and since every covariant can be derived 
from / by convolution it is a rational integral function of the 
forma in ^i_i except for terms involving the factor (aby''. 

To construct the system ^^ when An--^ is known we make use 
of the theorem of § 104. 

We must therefore begin by constructing a system £^-1 possess- 
ing the following properties : 

(i) it contains the form (abf' a/^^fej,'^'* 

(ii) it is relatively complete for the modulus {a&)'*+l 

Then the system derived from ^j_, and Bf._i by transvection will 
be finite and complete with respect to the modulus (aby*^, and as 
it obviously contains / which is contained in A^_i it is the system 
A^ required. 

109. Accordingly we have now to shew bow to construct the 
system .Bj_j, 

There are three cases. 

I. If 2&<- then any form derived by convolution from a 

power of Hk = {ahf' a^'^-^K''-^ is of grade (2k + 1) at least and 
therefore of grade (2/; + 2) since all symbols are now equi- 
valent. 

Hence Hjc is itself relatively complete for the modulus (ahf''^^ 
and in this case the system Pj consists of the single form 
(a6)'*«^"-^&„"-^*. (1 74.) 

II. If 2Ai > ^ then ff^ = («&)=* a^"-=* V""* is of order less than 



Now we suppose that the complete system of covariants for 
a form of order < n is known and we derive a system from H^ 
on the model of the complete system of Oj!™ 

S re, 80. 
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Neglecting terms containing (ab)'""^' we can replace each copied 
form by a single term ; the sytitein so derived is complete for the 
modulus (aJ)=*-*^ and is therefore the system £(,_, required. 

IIL If 2k = ^ — a case which can only arise when n is a 
multiple of i — we have a rather different state of things. 

Here the form 1?^ = (tt6)=*%"-=*V~^ is relatively complete 
for the two moduli 

(a6}=*+*, (06)^(60)^ (cay*, 
the latter being an invariant J, and hence by Cor. II, § 107 the 
system derived by transvection from ^s_] and Bjc-i is relatively 
complete for the moduli {a&)^*''"^ and J; calling this system Cf, 
for a moment we have 

Gk = FiGi,) + J.F„ mod(a6)=*+=, 
where Pi is a covariant of degree less than 0^. 

Further since Pi can be derived by convolution from / which 
is contained in C/^, we have 

P, = F, (Ok) + J. P., mod (a6)'*+^ 
where P-^ is a covariant of degree less than Pi. 

Proceeding in this way we see that Ck is & rational integral 
function of J and the forms in C^ together with terms involving 
the factor (ahY^% 

Hence if we add J to the system Oj and call the total system 
All it follows at once that Aii is relatively complete for the modulus 
<oi)«+-. 

Therefore in every case, given the complete system mod (ab)^ 
we can construct that mod(afe)^*+^; but the system A^ i&f, thence 
we find the system j4j, then from that the system Ai and so on, in 
fact we can construct the system Ajc relatively complete for the 
modulus (a6)^+'. 

110. Consider now a little more closely what happens when 
we come to the end of the sequence of moduli (ab)% (ab)', (ab}' ..., 
and first let n be even and equal to 2^. 

Then the system Ag-i is relatively complete for the modulus 
(ab)^, and the system S^i consists of the single invariant (ab)'^ so 
that it is of course absolutely complete. 
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Hence the system derived from jIj-i and jBj,_i by transvection 
is absolutely complete and it contains y^ therefore it is the complete 
system of invariants and covariants ; ftirther since Bj_i consists of 
a single invariant tbe complete system Ag consists of Ay-i and 
that invariant (abf^. 

Secondly let n be odd and equal to Ig + 1, then the system jI^., 
can be constmcted and it both contains/ and is relatively complete 
for the modulus (ab)'^. 

The system Bg_i is derived from the quadratic 
{aby^ aj}^ 
by the same convolutions as the complete system of the quadratic 
a^ = ^x is found from this form. This complete system being aj^ 
and («(9)' the system Bg^, consists of 

{ab)^a^b^. {aby^ (ac) (bd) (cd)"^. 

This system is relatively complete for the modulus {ah'f^'^^ 
by § 109 II, and this being a vanishing invariant it follows that 
By-i is absolutely complete. 

Hence the system derived from^^^i andi?^_i contains/ and is 
absolutely complete, that is it constitutes the complete system of/. 

To recapitulate — the complete system mod {abf can be written 
down at once, then from that we deduce the complete system 
mod {ahf and proceeding step by step we can finally construct 
an absolutely complete system as the last step in our series. 

We have therefore proved that the complete system is finite, 
for all the systems A^^ A^, ... are finite, and we have shewn how 
to construct it on the assumption that the systems for forma of 
lower orders are known— the proof is thus inductive in its 
nature. 

111. We shall illustrate the above process by applying it 
to the quadratic, cubic, and quartic. 

(i) Quadratic. The system A,, is 
and the system B^ is {oHf, hence the complete system is 
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(ii) Cuhic. Here jI, is 

f=a/ = b/ = etc. 
aod B, is {aby a^h^, (ab)' (ac) (bd) (cd)\ 

in fact B, (M,Ry. 

This system Bi is absolutely complete, therefore the system 
derived by transvection is the complete system. 

It consists of 

/ H, (H, Hy = A and (/", H^y. 

Proceeding as in § 88 wo can shew that the only irreducible 
transvectant is (/, H). 

(iii) Qitartic. Here -4„ is 

f.a.'.b.K.., 
5„ is H = (aby a^b^, 

and this is complete modd (ab)* and {aby (bey (cay. 

The system derived by transvection is 

If 7>2 this has a term containing the factor (aby(acy which 
is congruent to zero modd (aby, (aby (bey (cay. 

Hence we need take only 7 = 1 and thence only a = l, /3 = 1, 
and we find that 

is relatively complete modd (aby, (aby{bcy{cay. 

Therefore /, H, (f, H), (aby(bcy(caf 

is complete mod (aby and is the system A-i. 

Then B^ being the invariant i = (aby we have for the 
complete system 

/,H,t = (/, H), i = (ahy, j = (ahy{bcy (cay. 

112. We shall now apply the principles of % 73, 76 to the 

deduction of a complete system mod (abf for the binary form of 
order n. 

The system A„ consists of 

and B, of // = (aby a^'^^ 6/"^ .... 
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The system ^i is derived by transvectioii from Ag and B^. 
Now (/", H^)y 

has a term containing the factor (abY(acy if 7 > 1, and since such 

a term is 

s mod (ahy 

the transvectant may be rejected. 

If J — 1 the transvect'ftnt contains reducible terms unless 
a = /3 = l, and hence Ai consists of 

f,R,(/.S) = t. 

The system B, is 

{aby a^"'^ &ie"~* 
and A^ is derived by transvection from Ai and B^. 

If the index of a transvectant be greater than two it contains 
a term having a factor {aby(acy and this is 
= 0mod(«6)». (§70.) 

We need only consider the cases in which the index is < 2, and 
since the order of each form in A^ is certainly greater than 2 {in 

fact ^ > 4), products of forms may be rejected. 

There remain transvectants of each form of Ai taken simply 
with 

H, = {a.bya^''-'K''-'. 

For the future we shall only write down the determinantal 
factors of a covariant. 

Transvectants with / give rise to 

{aby (be), {aby (bey. 
Those with H give 

(aby(bc)(cd}'. (ab)'(bc}'(cd): 

and finally those with ( give 

(aby {be) (cdy (dc), (aby (bey (cdy (dc). 

Now by § 76 

(aby (bey (cdy = (aby (cdy, mod (aby ; 
hence (aby (bey (edy (de) 

being a term of {{aby (bcf (cdy, ej,"} 
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we have 

(aby (bey {cdy (&> = {{aby <cdy, e^"j, mod (aby. 

for all expressions derived by convolution from 

(abr (bcf (cdy 
are mi) mod {aby. (§73.) 

Now a term of tbc last traiisvectant is 
(cdy . {aby (ae), 
.-. (aby (boy (cdy (de) = (cdy . (aby (ae), mod (aby 
and accordingly may be rejected. 

Finally (aby (be) (cdy (de) 

is reducible as being the Jacobian of a Jacobian, and the system A^ 
consists of 

/. (aby. (abf {he). 
(aVf. (aby (be). (o6)'{6c)-, (o6)'(fc) (cd)-. 

113. Before proceeding further we shall develope the results 
of § 76 by shewing that a symbolical product T containing the 
factor 

(abf (bc'r (cdy, 
in which \ is even and equal to /j, + v, can in general "be expressed 
in terms of covariants that are either reducible or of grade greater 
than \. 

The above reduction of 

(aby (boy (cdy (de) 

is a case in point. 

In fact r is a term of 

[(aby(bc)^(cdr,<l>Y 
which we write (T, ^y. 

Hence T = (T, (f>)^ + X(T', ^)^, p<p 

= (T, 0)^ + S (T. ^/, mod (ah)^+\ 
since T derived by convolution from (ab)'' (be)" (ca)" is of grade 
greater than %, § 73. 
Again 

2'=(a6)*.(c(f)'>+CA+, (§76), 
therefore 

r = {(aby . (cd)\ ^]p + {(0.6)* . (cd)\ 0)^' + Ca+i ■ 
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Now if 2n — 2X^p each of these trans vectants contains terms 
having (crf)^ Cj,""'" rfa;""'* as a factor. 
Hence 

= (cdf {(ahY, <l>\^ + 2 {(abf . (cd)\ ^]-, mod iahY+\ a<p, 
and by continuation of this process we can express F entirely in 
terms of reducible covariants and covariants of grade greater 
than \; it suffices to remark that the index o- diminishes at 
every step. 

It is quite easy to see that the condition 
2n-2\^p 
is satisfied in all our cases — at any rate it will be in the course 
of the subsequent work. 

114. Returning now to the general form, B^ consists of 

and A) is derived by transvection from A^ and S^. 

The argument used in evolving Ai and A, enables uh to see 

(i) that transvectants with index > 3 may be rejected, 

(ii) thence that transvectants of products or powers of forms 

may be likewise rejected. 

We are therefore left with transvectants of the forms of A^ 

taken simply with H^, the index being :^ 3. 

Omitting Jacobians of Jacobians and forms having a factor 
(abf (bey (cdy, where /j. + v'^Q, 



c have 




3m/, 


(o6)'(6o), (oS)'(6c)', iaby{bcf; 


„ s. 


(aVf{bc){cdf, (aby(bcy(cd); [aby(bey(ed) 


„ (nbfibc), 


{o6)- (bey (cdy (de), (aiy (bey (edy (de) ; 


„ («4)', 


(aby(bc)(edy; 


,. (a6)'(fc). 


none; 


„ (tii)' ('»)". 


(aliy(be)(edy(dey; 


„ (ab)'(be){cdy 


none. 
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Hence we have found for A, the above ten forms in addition 
to those of An- Putting aside the question as to whether any of 
these ten new forms are reducible, a continued repetition of the 
above process establishes the fact that all the forms of the 
system Aj^, relatively complete for the modulus 

(»*)■'+•, (t<j), 

are included in the set 

(air ('•)' («■*)"' (*>-' wr (/!/)'" ■ ■ . • 

where the exponents satisfy the following conditions; 
(i) X :|. 2k, 

(ii) X, X', X", ... are all even, 

(iii) X > X' + yit, V > X" + fi', . . ., 

(iv) no two of the exponents ^, /jf, ... are equal to unity. 

In fact 

(ii) follows immediately from the way in which the covariants 
are formed, 

(iU) results from the application of §§ 73, 76. 

(iv) is the expression of the fact that the Jacobian of a 
Jaeobian is reducible. 

Ex. (i). If the orders m, n, p of the forms /, <j>, ifr, be each greater 
than two, then 

'* *'>'-£h '•'• +>' *+iS^ <*■ '''''■^" (m+iXr+.-l) 'J' *>'+• 
Ex. (ii). For a form whose order is greater than four the covariants 
(ai)3 (fc) {fid\ (ofc) {bef {od), {abf {bcf (cd) 
all vanish identically. 

Ex. (iii). If K>5, then 

={a3,f {aof a,--^ &."- c,"-'^ - \ {aVf a^^-" S^-« . c,". 
Es. (iv). If « > 4, then 



(^./)*-i.-:^,sC')'<»")"--'»-"''."-iirui «/./)',/) 






4(2.-!)(»-4)^' 
* Cf. Jordan. Lioumlle^i Journal, 1876, 1879. 
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Es. (v). For a form whose order is greater than three pfove that 
Hence replacing (/, /)* by i espress {H, R)^ as a linear combination of 

-?■',/«/)■,/'(/,/)• 

and finally espress t^ in terme of the irreducible forma of the system. 

Ex. (vi). Prove that all irreducible covariants of degree four and rank 
not greater than - are included in 

where 2A 3* g ^"'^ X > ft > i-. 

Ex. (vii). In § 103 if no A be of order greater than m and no B be of 
order greater than it, then no form of the system G is of order greilter 
than m + m-2. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE QUIKTIC. 

115. To obtain the complete irreducible system of oovariants 
of the quintic, we follow step by step Gordau'a proof of the 
finiteness. Let us briefly recapitulate. 

The complete system of forms, which are not expressible in 
terms of covariants having a symbolical factor (abf, is first 
found; this is called A^, it is the complete system mod (abf. 
Generally Ak is used to denote the complete system mod (ab)^+^. 
To obtain the system A^+i from the system A^, a subsidiary 
system of forms Bt is used. This system is a system of forms 
having -p = iabf^" a^"-"^ b^"^-' for ground-form. 

When the order of this form is less than n, B^^ consists of its 
complete irreducible system. Otherwise if the order of is 
greater than n we may take for Bt the single form ; while when 
the order of is equal to n, the system Bic consists of ^ and the 

invariant (abf (bcf {caf . 

Then it has been proved that the system ^j,.^i may be obtained 
by taking transvectants of products and powers of forms from A^. 
with products and powers of forms from B^. 

116. The quintic will be written 

/-«.■- V- 

The system A^ contains /only. 
The system Bt, contains only 

The system A, is then obtained from the transvectants 
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If 7 > 2, this tvansvectant contains a term liaving a factor 
{bcf; such a term can be expressed as a sum of symbolicai 
products each containing a factor (aby, and is therefore = 0, 
mod (aby. 

Hence we may reject these transvectants when 7>2, for all 
transvectants which contain reducible terms may be rejected. 

The traiisvectant (S,fy contains the term 

(aby{bcya/bA' = U-i«'f>y(^'^^^ (^ 51^ Ex. (vi)). 
The .system A-i then consists of 

/, H, if, H)~t. 
The system JS, is built up from the form 

this is of order < 5, hence we must take the complete irreducible 
system of the quadratic i. 

The system B^ then consists of 

i,(i,if-A. 

The system A^ is now the complete system of forms for the 
quintic, it is made up of the transvectants 

Since A is an invariant we may suppose that e = (if at the 
same time we remember that A belongs to the complete system). 

Since if is a form of even order, and i is a quadratic, all trans- 
vectants are reducible except those which have 
(i) = 0, 

(ii) a = 0, 7 = 0, ,S = 1. 
Again ( is the Jacobian of /and H, tberefore 

t^^-\UfrH^-2{f, Hyf.H+{H, Hf.p] 

= -\H'mod (aby. (§ 78.) 

Hence any transvectant T, in which j>l, can be expres.sed in 
terms of transvectants V in which the degree of the product on the 
left has been decreased and that on the right has been increased 
together with reducible terms (§ 105, Cor.): for as we have just 
seen if /3 > 1 then U is reducible. 
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Accordingly we have the following oases to consider: 
(i) a=lor 2, ^ = 0, 7 = 0, 
(ii) a = 0, ^ = 0, 7=1, 
(iii) 0=1, ^ = 0, 7 = 1, 
(iv) a=0, /3=1, 7 = 0. 
All othei' transvectants are reducible or are expressible in terms 
of these. 

(i) a=l, 2, /3 = 0, 7 = 0. 

The irreducible transvectants are 

(/. i). (/, if. if. »T (/ i'T. (I i'f, if. »•)»• 
To see that the other possibilities contain reducible terms we 
shall take one example. The transvectant (f, i^f contains the 
term (/ ;■)• (/, .■■)'. 

(ii) « - 0, /3 = 0, 7 = 1. 
Since t = - (rai-)^ (he) «/ Vc«'. 

.nd (fc) (Si) c.i = J l(fc)' i.' + (hif c' - (cif b,'], 

the term —{o}}f(bc){hija^baCx*ix 

of {t, i) 

is reducible. Similarly the transvectants 

(i, .•■)■, ((, i'y, (i. i')' 

contain reducible terms. 

Thus ((. i*y contains the term 

- {ahf (6c) {aif {ai") (bi") {ci"y (hi) c^^H^ 
which is at once reduced by means of the above identity. 
We are left with the forms 

(1, i)=, (i, .')'. («, i% (t. ■■')■, («, iT 
(iii) 0-1. 13 = 0, 7-1. 
The only irreducible transvectant here, is 

(/.*, i'y- 

To see that the other transvectants are reducible it is sufficient 
to remark that for example {/. (, i')" contains the term 

(/ ■■■)'.(', ;*)■■ 
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(iv) a = 0, /3 = 1, 7 = 0. 
The fcransveetaiits 

(H. .), (ff, •■)■, (ff, ;■)■, (H, i-y. {H. i-f, {E, .■■)• 

prove to be all irreducible. 

We are left with 23 forma which are as follows* : 



Degree 


Order 





1 


3 I 3 


4, 


6 




9 


1 












/ 






2 






i 








H 






3 








(i, ff 




('; /) 






, 


4 


A 








{i,Hf 




{i,H) 






5 




{i\f)* 




i^My 








(i, tf 




e 






{i\jiy 




{^.Sf 










7 




l?\ff 








{i\ tf 








8 


{i\ TJf 




{i\Hf 














9 








{i\ tf 












11 




{i\tf 
















12 


{i\ pr 


















13 




{i\ tf 
















18 


{p,ftr 








1 i 
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117. It is found that for discussing the properties of eo- 
variants, it is convenient to have the indices of the trausvectants 
which express them as low as possible. On this account it is 
usual to replace some of the forms in the irreducible system just 
given by others which differ from them by reducible terms only. 

In the first place the covariant 

i- -(/.»•)■ 

is of fundamental importance in the quintic system. It is a cubic, 
and the system of forms for which it is a ground-form are 
irreducible when considered as forms belonging to the quintic. 
Now (H, i^y contains a term 

accordingly we shall take the irreducible form of degree 6 and 
order 2 to be 

(i- JY = T' 
Similarly the form ((, i^)" may be replaced by (j, t), for (t, v'f 
contains a term 

{abnU){ainhi:y{ciya,c,- 

= ((_ahy(ady{biya,h. {ci"yc:.')^{,i -)■ 
And if'', iy may be replaced by the invariant of j, 

(t, t)-. 
This invariant will be denoted by G, the proof that it may 
be included in the system instead of {p, i")'° will be given later 
(§ 121). 

It wilt be found useful to denote the term 

{aif {ai'f {Wy {hi'y {m^") ( W) 
of this transvectant by M. Then M may be taken as the invariant 
of degree 12. 



It may he reoalled in fact in connection with the simultaneous Bysteni of a cubic 
and quattic (Gunflelflnee!", Math. Ann. Bd. iv.) that the two results originally agreed, 
but a revision of the generating fuactioa led to a reduction of the lower limit 
wMoh it theoretioBlly gives, s,ncl afterwards two forms included iu the irredaoible 
system as derived by the methods of Gordan and Clebscli were found to be reducible. 
The complete eystcma for the binary forms up to the octavie may b< 
aocurateiy determined by the two methods combined. 
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Besides _;' and t, there is ooe more quadratic covariant, given 
in the list as {H, i'f. This is equal to ((H, i'Y. i); we may 
substitute t for {H, z'Y, and hence take as the remaining quadratic 
covariant 

(T,i)=-a. 

118. The linear covariants. 

(/, fy - (at)- («■)■ a, — (j. !f~,, 
(/, ij . {air («.')• <<..") i." = (",>■) — fi. 
((, i^f contains the term 

{ab-f (fc) (aif (MJ {oi'J {ci'y o, 
= ((a6)-(»i)'(6.7«.6.,«) 
= {t, a) = 7- 
((, i^y contains the term 
(di)' (be) (aif ifn'f (ai') («"')' (»")" ■." 

= {{abf {aif (bi'nai") i."b,. a) - i {ab)' («.)■ (6.7 (oi") (Si") . », 
of which the second term is reducible and the first 

-((t, .-),«)= -(a, «)=-«♦. 

119. The invaiiants. 

{i.iy-A, 

{H,i'f.{(H.f)',if. 
Tlie latter may be replaced by 

(T, .)■ = -». 

(/"j *'')'° bas been replaced already by M. 
{ft, -l^f^ contains a term 

((/, •')'. (f, i'n 

and hence may be replaced by (a, Z') = —R. 

Taking the Jacobiaiis of the 6 linear forms two and two, we 
obtain the 6 invariants 

(»/3), (Hi), (la). (aS), (m. (yS). 



* This is the dofinition of the linear oovariant S of degree 13 given by Clebsoh. 
In Gordan's book 5 = (t, ,8)= -(3-, a) -i{i, t)^. a. In other respects tlie letters 
comiaon to the two booka are identieal in meaning, 
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The values of these invariants are* 

(tx0) {aif {aij {ai") {WJ {bi'-'f (bi") = - 3f = - {ia)\ 





(m)(Ta)(iT) 
(to)' -J, 


.-(!)«)■ 


-(6«) = 


'S. 


Now 


S=((i,T) 


'.«)-(;• 


r)(™)! 


. + i(.v)'- 


hence 


(/3S) = (;»)(»■) (." 


V)(T«) + i5,(OT)' 




= ~ 


%ff+ 


Ibm. 





(7S)-((™)T.,(iT-)(i«)T.'~ii!.«) 
Also iV = (,«) - («)■ = ijinfiy (rf) W) 

- (FiUi'n-'J) {(■'i){ji') + WO".-)). 

Now from the theory of the cubic we know that any symbolical 
product which contains a factor (tj)^ is zero. 
Hence 

lf-(.ij'){ji)(}i'nri){ri) 

- Uii') (") l(i') (/•")■ (* - (/'■) (>')• (t/)) 

- Hi') ("■) Kij') (»') (/•■') to) + ( jO (/O 07) ("')! 

- i(i")' W) (13) ■ ("')■ - i((i')'«.'. (") ("0 <.•>')' 

= HC - i(r, 1 [(«•)• . i," + (rf)- . i.' - {iij T.'V 
= i(AC-»). 

120. The thh'd trarisvectant of / with j is idcotioally zero. 
For 

(/, If - - («.', m W =-(«*)- (S.-)' «.■ 

= + i (at)' [(aif b.' - (bi)' o.'l = J (aby i, .[(ai)b. + (bi) o,] 
= (i,.-).0. 
This property is sufficient to define j. For if i|i" be an arbitrary 
cubic then (/, ^frf is a quadratic. And in order that (f, i/r)' may 
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vanish ideotically the coefficients of x^, 
zero; giving three equations to deter 
coefficients of i/r,— see Chap. XIi. 



ViX.iyX^ must be separately 
line the ratios of the four 



Again 



= - 2 {ajy {aff a^^J, since {ajf aj' = 
= - 2 (abf {acf Qnf (cij aJ>^C:,. 



Now 


(«*>' 


{ibf 


(cS)- 


.0 (§77 




(»)■ 


{bif A 


W 






(«)■ 


(bo)- (ic)- 












(baf (i'af 


(»/ 




Hence, if S include 


all possible ej 


pressions obtained by in 


eiianging a, 6, c, 






X(a4)'(6i)'(ft)'(»)' 






-WWW 


+ (!>c)'(i.i)-{o 


iJ + {cafiKf(UJ 








+ iA.(abr(bef(ca) 



And therefore 
(/, t)' - - 2 {aby (»»)■ {bif (rf)' ».S.C. 

. - (iiiy 11,6, . {df (.d'r e,-iA. (oi)" (So)" (ra)" o,S,c,. 
Bill (o6)'(fe)'((a)' !>,*.<!. 

- (oi)- (fc)- W [ - (k) o, - (oi) J «,c, 

= — (aby (boy (ca) a,^c, — (<s6)' (6c)° (c») a^Cx 

- \ (bey (») (»6) o," + i (o6)' (6<!) (on) o.- 

= -(i/)'=i- 

Therefore 



(f,ry--i 



iA.j. 



121. To obtain the relation between the invariants G and M, 
we take the expression for M and introduce in it so far as possible 
symbols referring to the cubic J and its Hessian t, for 
C-irry 
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Now 

'UiyW'funw'") 

- ii") m [(» (») - w (<■«)]■ [(/<•) (") - (/s) (i'«)]" 

= (i») (i'S) [ - 2 (» (ii) (») (*) + («■ (•■«« [(/«)' (•■*>' 

-2(/o)(/(.)(i'»)(.'6)], 
since { jaf ai = 0, and (j'by b^ = 0. 

In this expression we will introduce, as far as possible, symbols 
referring to j ; for 

(i'a)' a^ =j = {i'by b^. 

M is then seen to be the sum of four terms, viz, 
(»(/*)<j6)"(»)'(/«)-(«)" 
- Uj") UT) (S"f (//')■ = -{TTf~-C: 

i ija)' U'bf (jb) (fa) (ia) (f'b) (i'a) (ib) 
= 2 (»• iiV (jb) (/•) [(iaf (i'hf + {ibf (i'a)' - («')■ («6)-) 

= * iff J (}'}"')' (if") Wi") 

- SA.ijaf {jV(uby !(»(/ 6) - iff) (ub)] 
--iC + A. (jjj (uby {(» </i) + (ji)(j-o)|, 
since {jaf a^ = 0, 

--4C+2^.(ti)"--4C + 24B; 

- 2 (»■ (/(.)■ (jb) (lb) (ibj (ia) (ib) 

- 2 (»• (/»)■ (if') (//') (") (•>■") 

- (i») (/») ('«) (•)■") Ki")' (i'i")" + (/")" iii'J - (/'")' (i)")'l 

- - (raf(faf (ia) (if) = - (™) (t/) (/'o)> («)" - ; 
the last term of M 

- 2 (jbf (ibf (ja) (fa) (iaf (i'a) (ib) 
is obtained from the one just considered by interchanging i and i', 
a and b, its value is therefore 0. 

Hence M^-G-iC-\- 2AB 4- 2C 
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122. Tbe covariaots of orders 0, 1, 2, with the exception of i, 
have been replaced by transvectants, of index not greater than 
2, of simpler forms. We may simplify the expressions of the 
others in the same way, in fact this has been done already for 
two of the covariants degree 3, viz. j and (j, t). The remaining 
cubic covariant (/, -i^f ~ ((/, i)^, i) 

The transvectaut (H, if may be replaced by its tercn 
{aby (hiy ai^bx = — {ojfa:sjx', 
it will be convenient to write this covariant 

(/.jT-y."- 

The remaining quartic covariant is 

{H.i-f-(iH,if.i), 
and may then be replaced by (p, i). 
Now since (cy)' a/ = 0, 

Hence 

{p,i)- (ajf (j!) a,H, = (iij)> {aij a.'jj,. 

Now (/,")-(/.-(;>)■*) 

--WO)'".' 

- - {"!> l(«»)ii - (<•]> '•]' "J 

-2(P.i), 
which gives another expression for the same covariant. 

For order 5 we have only to consider the transvectant (*, i'Y ; 
this has a term 

(aby (be) ((dy (ai'f a^bxCs, 

hence this transvectant may be replaced by {{H, if, (f, i')-), and 
therefore by 

ip'j)- 
Lastly the covariant order 7 may be replaced by the Jacobian 
(H.j). 
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123. To express any traosvectant of two covariaiits of the 
quintic in terms of members of the irreducible system, it is in 
general advisable to use as far as possible symbolical letters 
referring to covariants such as j, i, t, ^ etc. instead of those 
belonging to the quintic itself We give here the values of some 
of the trans vectants, partly for the sake of reference, and partly as 
examples; we would recommend the student to verify a few of 

The following table gives the 2nd transvectants and Jacobians 
of the quadi-atic and cubic covariants. 



and 
Trans- 


Jacobians 


I 


^ 


5 


' 1 '■'•'' 


W, r) 


i 


A 


n 


iiBi-Ar) 


-U,<! 


i»+4-ii 


iar + iBj 




B 


c 


HCi-Br) 


-IJ,') 


*«'+»■ 


iCj 


3 








N 


-i.r 


i<^+kyi 


Jy^ 


J 


-. 





-y 


r 


-iir-ya 


-i^ 


[J, 


^0 


-h 


S8-JJ. 





-J{2a^-|dT-3ffi} 


-MayJ+oC/.T)) 


o» 


y 





-jc. 


ja + i« 


iCr 



The third transvectants of the cubic covariants are 

U.ii.'V'B, {j,(i.T)f=a, ({j,i).(j,T)f = o. 

In obtaining the values of Jacobians it is well to remember 



the form nil 

((/ 4-). f ) 



r^(/.0)=-V' + i{(/^)=0-(0-^r./! 



2 (m + n - 2) ' ■ 

proved, Chap. IV. § 77 ; where f, if) are binary forms of orders m, n 
respectively; and the order of each of the forms y, 0, yfr is not 
less than 2. This will be of frequent assistance, since of the 1 5 
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. 


■fc 




f 
g 


^ 


f 


+ 

+ 


J 


+ 

+ 


J ' 


- 


? 


i 


e 1 


B 


+ 




=5 


+ 


to. 


+ 


i 


ca 




^ 


+ 
1 




+' 

■3 


+ 

1 


= 




. 




. 








a 

+ 


X 




V 


■■ 


- 


„ 


■-V 


o 


S!^ 


i 
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irreducible covariauts of the quintic for which the order is not 
less than 2, 9 have been expressed as Jacobians. 



It is useful to know the values of the following transvectants 

{p,fy=hv\ ip,if=-r; {p,jr=^i<^ + iAj. 

124. For purposes to be presently explained the transvectants 
(yj (c'y, (y^ o.*^)', . . . will be required. Such transvectants are 
calculated step by step, first {/ a), then {/, a")' = {(/, a), a), 
and so on. 

It will be useful then to know the values of the transvectants 
of certain of the covariants with a, 0, 7, S ; when these are known 
the values of such transvectants as (/, a*)' may be obtained with 
great ease. 

125. Syzygles. It has been proved (§ 77) that the product of 
two Jacobians, or the square of a Jacobian can be expressed as a 
sum of terms, each term being the product of at least three forms. 
Now nine of the covariants of the quintic are Jacobians, — we 
must exclude the forms (ia), (to), {9-a), (a0), (aS) for one at least 
of the quanties in each of these Jacobians is of order less than 
2: hence we have 45 syaygies. 

A more general method of obtaining syzygics is given by 
Stroh. He considers four different forms, and seeks to obtain 
the syzygies which are of unit degree in each of these forms. 
First for three forms there is evidently only one such relation, 
that for weight unity 

/. (/../.) +/.(/../.) +/. (/.,/.) - 0. 

this is written for short (fifsfi) = 0, 

The other syzygies obtained by Stroh arise from the symbolical 
relation 

(a6) Cxdx + (cd) a^b^ = (ad) bi^Cx + (cb) a^d^ , 
which may easily be verified. Raise both sides of this identity to 
the power i and expand by the binomial theorem : hence 

S f j {aby (cdy~''ax^*-bx*~''Cx''dJ^ 



yGoosle 



123-125] 


THE 


QUINTIC 


Hence 






HI 


)(/„/#{/../;)"- 


<)o 


This is 


written 





Otber syzygies may be obtained from it by interchange of the 
Tarious qualities concerned. But it will be noticed that (fififsfdi 
is unaltered if one pair of letters is interchanged and at the 
same time the other pair. Also this expression is only changed 
in sign if /^ and ^ are interchanged. Hence only three distinct 
syzygies of weight i are obtained in this manner. 

If i = 2 

+ 2 (AA) (/./,) - 2 (UMAfi) - 0. 

Whence 

y, /././.], = 1 K/./././J. + (/,M,f,), + (/,/././.« 

a result already well known. 
Also 

[/./././J. = i [(/,/././.). - (/./././.). - (/./.A/.).] 

- (Aa'f.fi + (/./.)■/./. - (/./.)■/./= 

-(/./.)■/./. + 2 {/./.) (A/.) =0. 

This is the same relation as that given (§ 7S) for the product 
of two Jacobians. It will be seen at once that the other syzygy 
of weight 2 is deducible from this. 

The syzygies of higher weight may often be simplified, in the 
same way. 

The syzygy 

[/./=/./,!.= 

is remarkable from the fact that the forms in it need not be of 
order higher than unity ; while in the syzygy 

(/,/././.X = o 

from which it was deduced, each of the forms is of necessity of 
order 2 at least. 
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In general in the syzygy 

each of the forms/i,/^,/,,/^ must be of order *'at least; but from 
these syzygies others may be deduced which are true for forms of 
lower order. Stroh, in his papers on syzygies* deduces many 
such. 

We will obtain such a syzygy from that of weight 3, 
(/./■/./.). = 0. 

If X, li, V be three quantities whose sum is zero, we know that 

3 {ah) {he) {ca) a,J>^c^ = {hcf a^' + (oa)' b^' + {ahf c,^'. 
We thus obtain 

^ iia^KWd^')'. - {ch'cj'd^'b/), + {a^'d^^h^'cj),] 
= {ah) (he) (ca) a^^bifCxd^' 

+ (V, V) {aJ, djy + (c,^ a/) (6.^ d^J + (a/. V) (c.-, d,'f = 0. 
It will be seen at once that a^^, h^, Cx, d^ are factors of this 
syzygy, we may then divide by any one or all of these factors ; or 
else we may multiply the syzygy by a power of any one of them. 
The syzygy is then true whenever the order of each form is 
greater than unity. It is not difficult to see that this derived 
syzygy is just as general as the original one 

(/./././A = o, 

in other words, the original syzygy might be derived from it. 
Stroh writes the syzygy just obtained in the form 

{Mq% = (M i4'i') - iAJ i'h) - iM (29) +/((?2') <f>y=o. 

■where q, q' are quadratics, and /, ^ are forms of order 2 at least. 
Again from the syzygy 

* Math. Ann. Bi. 33, pp. 61-107 {§§ 18-92) ; Bd. 34, pp. 306-320, 354-370 ; 
Bd. 36, pp. 262-288 ; in § 3 of this latter paper he gives a list of sjaygiee of the 
kind juBt mentioned which he has deduoed. 
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we obtain 

(f/H). 

-/•{*<.)• +6 (//)■(«■ + *■(#)' 

- 2/0 (/«• + 8 (/# (/0) - 6 [(/«■]■ = 0. 
In this write i' for <}>, where i is a quadratic. 
Now 

(.■•,.')'-f[(i.W, 

(.',.■•)■ -J (»■)•.••■, 

i{/,ff(/,f)=^i(i/,ir,ti.if,i) 

. i-fif, .>)• + .•■ [(/. in - if a, if (/. .)■ -> «/ •■)■,/)■ 

—see § 78. 

Hence siihstituting these values in the syzygj obtained by 
writing i^ for tfi, and then dividing the result by 2i^ we obtain 

(//•■). 

-/(/;•)• - 2i ({/.)■/ y - [(/;)■]■ + (ny (fff+imjf)'-a. 

From this may be obtained a ayzygy 
(/+»). = 
by means of the operator i'^^fr '^^'^^ operator requires 
that -^ and / should be of the same order, but when the syzygy 
is written symboHcaliy it will be seen at once that factors of the 
form ttx and bx may be introduced so that the relation is true 
whatever be the orders of / and i|', provided that neither is less 
than 4. 

In the same way we may obtain a syzygy 

where both i and t are quadratics. 

126. Application to the quintic. The forms of the quintic 
consist of /, H, %, j, r, p, a, ^, j, B and some of the Jacobians of 
these forms. 

A large number of syzygies may be at once obtained by 
writing for the forms in the general syzygies of the last p 
covariants of /, 
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We shall content ourselves with a few examples. 
(fiR)=^f.(iH) + H(/i)-it = 0. 
(fjH}=/.(jH)-H(if)-jt = 0. 
[//"]. = {(fi)T + Si^ + 2/y +P^ = 0. 
\iJTi], = B iji) -A{JT)-i^ + i^ = 0. 

[fxffyB], = iM(BN - CM) - ^N(AN- BM)-B' = 0. 

From this last we deduce the relation connecting the irreducible 
invariants A, B, G, R. 

It is easy to write down a great number of syzygies in this 
way. Stroh {Math. Ann. Bd. 34. pp. 354—370) has given a list 
of 168 syzygies of the quintic. The notation for the elementary 
syzygies given here is not quite the same as that used in Stroh's 
paper, but the notation is there explained ; the notation here has 
been mainly taken from a later paper by the same author {Stroh, 
Math. Ann. Bd. 36, pp. 262—288). 

127. Eeducibility of syzygies. If 



be any syzygies, and if Pj, P^, ... be any products of forms such 
that PiSi, PiS,, ... are expressions all of the same degree and 
order, then 

P,S, + P,8^+...=0 

is a syzygy. In this way it will be seen that an infinite number 
of syzygies may be built up. 

^ syzygy S = 

is said to be reducible, when 

S=P,S^+PA+--; 

where Si=--0, S^—O, ... are syzygies whose degree is less than 
the degree oi S = and the P's are covariants. Otherwise it is 
said to be irreducible. 

It will be seen at once that any syzygy which contains a 
product of only two irreducible forms must be irreducible. All 
the irreducible syzygies which have yet been found for the quintic 
are of this nature. 
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128. It may happon that certain syzygiee 
S, = 0, ^a=0, ...8i = 
are such that certain products of forms Pj, P^, ... Pi may be 
found, for which 

p,S, + PA-i--- + PiSi=o, 

the expressions P, S being regarded as functions of the con- 
comitants — which for the moment are treated as independent 
variables. 

Such a relation is called a syzygy of the second kind. 

The following is an example, 

(/.A/./.) 2/. (/././.) -/. (/././.) +/. (/././.) '/• (/.A/.) ■ »■ 

Thus for the quintic 

(fRij) =f{Sij) - H ifij) + i (JHj) -j if Hi) ^ 
is a syzygy of the second kind. 

Syzygies of the second kind may clearly be reducible or 
irreducible. Between them may arise syzygiea of the third kind, 
and so on. 

The following questions at once present themselves. ' Is the 
number of ayzygies finite when the system of forms is finite ? ' 
' When the syzygies of the first kind are finite in number, are also 
those of the second and of higher kinds finite ? ' 'Is there any 
limit, to the number of kinds of syzygies which arise from a finite 
system of forms ? ' 

All these questions have been answered in the affirmative by 
Hilbert {Math. Ann. Ed. 36, pp. 473—534). They are partly 
considered in Chapter IX. 

129. The typical representation of the binary quintic. 

For special purposes, some particular linear transformation of a 
binary quantic may have peculiar advantages. Thus any particular 
term of the quantic may by a special transformation be made to 
vanish. If the quantic has two linear covariants, such that the 
determinant formed by their coefficients does not vanish, these 
may be taken for the variables : the transformed quantic will then 
possess the property that every one of its coefficients is an in- 
variant. We proceed to prove this. Let a^, ^x be two linear 
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covarianta of the quantic aj^, which are such that (n/3) is not 
zero. Then raising the identity 

to the Jith power, we obtain 

{BL0r ■ a»" = («/9)» . a^" - n (a/3)«-' (act) a^"-'^^ + . . . 

The expression on the right is the transformed quantic, and 
from the symbohcal form of the coefficients, it follows that they 
are all invariants. 

For the general quintic any pair of linear covariants may be 
chosen ; for example those which we have written a and ^. 

The coefficients may be easily calculated with the help of the 
table given on p. 139 ; they are as follows : 

(/, oL'f = ~{B- 1^0 R^-XR. 

if. a^/3)^= - Ulf-^AM + \ |j M + \)^(tBM-AN) = ^i. 

if,a^f^-AR[M+^). 
(/, jij = -M' + \AM (AN - BM) + /^ ^' - 
Further the invariant (aQ) = - M = 'iG ~ 2AB must not be 

To be more accurate the coefficients given above should be 
divided by (~ M)^. In the expression for any covariant in terms 
of the actual coefficients, the above transformed coefficients may 
be substituted, the covariant multiplied by a power of the 
determinant of transformation is then equal to the expression 
thus obtained. In this way any covariant may be expressed in 
terms of the invariants and two of the linear covariants. 

To illustrate a different method of expressing any covariant 
in terms of the invariants and two linear covariants we shall 
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obtain j in terms of the invariants and the covariants a and 6. 
Raising the identity 

(a%-, = (i8)».-(io)S, 
to the third power 

- R^j = (J, Pf a' ~S(j, B^c^y a^S + 3 (j, SaJ aS= - (j, aj S\ 
But by the method of § 124 

(j, aS") = -^iV"fi, {j. ?^y = --^R{CM-BN). 

Therefore 

R^j = ^(OM- BN) a= - ^Na'B- h\ 

130. Given two binary forms of the same order, in particular 
two qiiintics, can one be linearly transformed into the other, and 
if BO how ? 

The reply (in part) to the first question is that if the absolute 
invariants of the two quantics are equal to one another, and if 
they each possess a corresponding pair of linear covariants of 
which the determinants do not vanish, then the quantics are 
transformable into each other. The question will be found dis- 
cussed in Clebach, Binaren Formen, § 92 ; and for the case where 
there are no linear covariants in § 105. 

When two quintics have equal absolute invariants and one 
of the 6 invariants (a^), (ay) ... is other than zero, say (a^), we 
may transform one quintie into the other thus : — 

Let unaccented tetters refer to one quintie, and accented letters 
to the other ; we transform each quintie, so that the variables in 
the first are a, 0, in the second are a', /3'. 

Thus /=A„a= + 5Aia'/3 + 

/' = AV» + 5AV^^' + 



the two quintics are equal it follows that 
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Similarly 



Hence also 



, A ^ ' 



A,' '■ '■ Ar' ^ "'' a: *"'■ 



■.-,=r =. 



A>_ -f A,^ 

A,-"'^ ' a: 

The quintic /' may now be transformed into / by means of 
the transformation 



^ = r^ ^^'. 

131. Associated forms. If i/i, y^ is a pair of variables 
eogredient with x,, x.^; then the two forms 

are invariantive. Now regard x for the moment as a constant, 
and the two equations just written down as equations of linear 
transformation to transform from the variables t/,, y^ to new 
variables f, ij. The variables of the transformed form are co- 
variants, hence its coefHcients are invariants — or to be more 
accurate covariants, for they contain x but not y. Let us proceed 
exactly as in § 6. 

The determinant of transformation is 

(?>;) = ««"=/■ 
From the identity 

(f,)6, = (6,)|-«), 
we obtain the transformed qnantic 

(WV'=W'l"-"(W"(''f)p-i + (I). 

Let lis calculate the coefficients of tiie transformed form for 
the case of the quintic. 

(J,)' = 6.= =/, 
(i,)'(6f)-S,'(fa)o.'=0, 
(4,)' (if)" - 6,' (ill) «,' (id') o'," - iir ./, 
( W Cf )■ - !>.• (i») (i«') (i«") <i.'«V«V 

= iV (So) <••'»'■'«"•■ ((*»')■ »'V + (ia")' »'." - (»'a")' i.'J 
-~t.f-iH.(ba)b.'a.:-t./. 
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(bv) (b^y = b^ {ba) {ba') {ba") {ba'") a/aVa'Va"V 
= (ba'y{ba)(ba"')bxa'^axO."'a-o!'x 

— ^S . (ha) {ba'") hx'a/O''"/ 
-lbay(barb.a'.-a,- .f-iH-f 

-iH'f 
-iif-iH'f, 
(6{)' - (ha) (ba') (fa") (ba'") (ba") V»'.'»V«'Vij'V 
= (ba'Y (baf (fia'^) a'^^a^^a^\' ./' + Etf. 
So-n ((baf{baffb,a.'a'J, /) 

= ^ (fa)' (fa')' ((^c) a/a'/ + 3 (aa) b^a^a!^ + 3 (ffl'c) i^a^'aVl Cj* 
= (fa)^ (6a')* (6c) a^a'^Cx* 
+ ^(aly(ba'fax^a'J.f 

- (6i.)' (6o')' (6c) o," o'.'c* + J (o')* {(«■') ». + («'») '.I «'.' . / 

- (ba)' (bay (be) a.-a',-c.' + f (/, i) ./. 
But the transvectant 

((bay (hay b,a,'a',; /) . (J,/, /) - :^^ (/, i) ./. 
Henco (6(i)" (6o')" (60") aJ'aVc,' 

--(/,'■)■/. 
and therefore 

(6f). = -(/,>■)./• + fli/; 

The transformation is then 

/'./(y) = r + 5-HfV + iO!{v 

+ 6 . Q/" - 1 ff=) fi* + «/. •)/■ - m ,=. 

Now let * (y) be any covariant of /(y), then when tho above 
transformation is made, the coefficients o{ /{y) are replaced by 
the corresponding coefficients of the powers and products of ^, rj 
in the expression on tho left. Let ^ thus transformed become 
*'(^> v)> Ihen <^ is equal to ^' divided by a power of/ the 
determinant of transformation ; thus 

*(.)=^^>. 
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This equation is an identity. We may replace in it y by 3: ; 
when this is done, f becomes /and ij becomes zero, hence 

Hence any covariant of the quintic is equal to its leading 
coefficient, when the original coefficients of the quintic are replaced 
by the corresponding coefficients in the form (I), divided by some 
power of / 

From this we see that all covariants of the quintic may be 
expressed rationally in terms of the covariants /, H, i, t, (/, i), 
in such a way that f alone occurs in the denominator. Such a 
system of covariants in terms of which ail covariants of a system 
may be algebraically expressed is called a system of associated 
forms. We have confined ourselves to the case of the quintic, the 
results obtained are however true in general. The coefficients of 
the transformed quantic may always be expressed as rational 
integral functions of/, the covariants of degree 2, and the Jacobians 
of these latter with /. And this is in fact the simplest system of 
i forms. 



The matter will be found fully discussed in Clebsch, Btndren 
Formen, ch. vii. The student who requires further information 
on the subject of typical representation will find it in the chapter 
just quoted and the two succeeding chapters of Clebsch's book. 

The reduction of the quintic to a sum of three fifth powers will 
be discussed in Ch. XL, and so nothing need be said on the subject 
here, especially since it concerns the non-symboHcal treatment of 
the subject rather than the symbolical treatment. The special 
canonical forms to which the quintic may be reduced, when one 
or other of its invariants vanishes, will be found in Prof. Elliott's 
A Igehra of QuanUcs. 

For a symbolical treatment of the subject the student is 
referred to Gordan's Invariantenthem-ie, or Clebsch, Bindren Formen, 
§§ 93—96. 

132. The Sextic. The difficulty in obtaining the complete 
irreducible system of concomitants of a binary form increases very 
much with the order. The system for the sestic is obtained here; 
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it affords examples of a method of reduction applicable to forms 
of a higher order, but not required when dealing with the quintic, 

The arrangement in systems of forms whose grade does not 
exceed a certain number ia followed as before. 

The system A^ contains only/; S^ contains only 

(//)-- ff. 

The system A-i consists of 

/.H,(f.H).t. 
For Bj we must take the complete system of 

i-(f./y- 

Now i is a quartic, and its complete system is 

;.(;,.-)■ = A, (>,&) = ., (i.i}: (.i)-. 

To find the system A^ we must take the transvectants of 
powers and products of forms of j1i with powers and products of 
forma of -B,, 

Now the form (iff can be shewn to vanish, for 

— i(-i) (fc) (») [(«»)■ (I") «.».' + W(») *.«.■ 

+ (cay (ab) cj?/} 
= }(«*) (to) {») [(06)' 0.' + (boy a.- + (o«)' V], 
on using Stroh's series 

(fff\ 



{{ { (\ 



But (aby(bc)(oa)cJ- = 0, 

since it changes sign when a and h are interchanged. 

Hence (*/)' = 0. 

The quadratic covariant {i/")' is of great importance ; it is 
usually denoted by the symbol I. 

If any covariant can be expressed as a symbolical product in 
which the factor (iaf appears, it can be expressed as a sum of 
transvectants of I with other forms. For such a covariant 
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Again 

A = (i, if = {iaf (aty i.'i.- + X (aiy . i. 
And 

((.■«)■ i,a.: i.J = i (iaf V {(alfi. + S (abf (ii) c| 
= {iaf (abf iJ),J + f {iaf {abf 4,', 
but {iay i^aj' — 0, 

hence {iay {ahy ij>^ = — f {idy {aby 63;^ = — | {i/T- 

Now since a and & are equivalent symbols 
{iay {aliy ij,,' - - i (ahyij [{iay b.' + {ia) {it) a,b, + {ibf a.-] 
= -««)■ (oJj-iV + lW.i, 
and therefore A = ^ {Iff mod. {ab)". 

Thus every form of B^ except i and the invariant (i, if 
s modd. {iay, {aby. 

133. We shall first find the system which is relatively 
complete with respect to the moduli (aiy and (aby (§ 107, Cor. II.). 
This is obtained by taking the transvectants of powers of i, with 
powers and products of forms of the system Aj. Let ns call this 
the system 0. 

First consider the forms 

(•■•./»>'■ 

We have (i,f), (i./f- Every other one of these forms 

= mod. (iay. 
Next consider forms 

{i-.B'y- 

We retain only (i, H), for {i, Sy contains the term 
{ia:f(abyi^^a^^h^^\ 
this can (§ 63) be linearly expressed in terms of covarianta 
(iafa^h^, {ibybi^ax^, (iay{ab)ixa:^bj', 
(ihy (ah) ij>i^ai, (aby a^hi . 4*. 
Hence (i, B.y = Xi" + ftl ./. 

The form (i, IFf contains the term 

{iay(a}>yi^aj>^'; 
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and the form {i, Hy contains the term 
(»)'{oS>-6.'; 
hence these may both be rejected. 

All other forms (*", H^y contain a term having a factor {iHf. 

No one of the forms {%', ify need be retained, for if 7 = 1, the 
transvectant is the Jacobian of a Jacobian and another form and 
therefore reducible {§ 77). 

If 7 > 2, the transvectant always contains a term which involves 
a factor (iaf or a factor {m)', and therefore which 
~ mod. (ady. 

If 7 = 2, the transvectant (i, ff contains the term 

= {ii,H)\f) mod. {iHy 
= \(i»,/) mod. (a*y 
= Xi (i, f) mod. {aif. 
The general transvectant 

may be treated in the same way. If e > 2, the transvectant 
contains a term which 

= mod. {aif. 

And if ei^2, it is certainly reducible, except for the cases 



The system C then contains the forms 

/,ff,(,i,(i.i)-,(/,i),(ff, >),(/,;)■■ 

134. To find the system A^ we must now take all possible 
transvectants of powers and products of the system 0, with powers 
and products of the complete system of I. 

Now / is a quadratic, its complete system must then consist of 

I, {I, ly. 
The invariant (I, ly is the same as an invariant ali'eady found, 
viz.: 

(i, A)' = J (;,(/!)•)■ mod. (»(.)■ 

= 1 («)■ mod. (aby. 
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Since I is a quadratic and all the covariants of C are of even 
degree, we need only consider the transvectants of powers of I 
with each form separately. 

The forma 

ft/). (lff=iK (i:f):(i:/y.{i:f):(i'.fr 

are all irreducible ; so also is 

(I, H). 
The covaiiant {I, Hf contains the term 

(i«)'(a6)'<..-6,'-((i,/)-,/)' 
= 2((i,i)',/)' 

=x (,■;')■(;■«)■;.«<./ +^(ii)'/. 

But the term 

is linearly expressible in terms of the covariants (§ 63) 
{ii'f a^\ {iij (i'a) i„a^\ {iaf aj' ij\ 
{iaf {ii") i^^ai, (i'a)' aj-i^\ 
each of which is reducible. 

Hence (I, HJ = \, {ii'ff+ ^i^li. 

Now, if /3 > 2 

(;-, Hf 
- {{I. H)\ l-'f-' = {iif * + X„ {li, l-'f-^, 
hence these transvectaiits are all reducible. 
The covariant (I, t) is reducible, § 77, 
The covariant (i, t)^ contains the term 

(ft -ff )■./), 

and is therefore reducible. 
The covariant, y3 > 2, 

(J-, !)» = «;, ()■,!-■)»- 



and is reducible. 

Hence all the covariants 



ft-, tf 
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The covariants (/, i). (I, ^)^ (l\ if 

are irreducible ; but 

^i(i,/)Mi,/ryn>od.iaby 
= i{ii,iy, (i,iyy mod. (ahy, 

which is reducible when, considered aa an invariant of the 
quartic i. 

The form (I, (/, i)) is reducible, § 77 ; 

{^. (/ i)y contains the term 

{l^, if, i)f contains the reducible term 

ft (ft /)■.«. 

Similarl, {I'.if.i))'. {I', (f, 'V 

may bo reduced. 
The forms 

((■,(/,;))',(;■,(/,;))■, (!',(/,;))■ 

are however irreducible. 

The form {I, (/, iy) is not reducible. 

Now {I, (f, tyy contains the term 

((i,/)",i)-.2(A, i)■-Ji{«)•... 
(s» § 89). 

Hence {i", {f, iyy is reducible when /3 > 2, for this 

-(<■-, ft (/;;)■)■)»'■ 

- i («)' (I—', if-' + \ (I-', py-\ 

Lastly (i, (H, t)) is reduoiblo by § 77, 

ft (if, i)'f contains a term 

(ft//)',.-)-\,(u)'(/, i) + X,(!i,i) 

and (!-, (H, i))», (3 > 2, 

- {I-', (I. (B, {))')' 
which is reducible. 
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Thus the system A^ contains the forms of the system G 
together with I, (I, If and 

(;,/). (ij)\ i.i\fr, ii\fy, (^^/y. (^^/)^ 
(I, H\ (I, i), (i, zy. {i\ if. (I, if, i)y, (i\ (/, ^))^ 
{i\ (/ i)'f, {i\ if, iyr. {I if. if)- 

The system Bj, contains only the invariant {f,ff', we merely 
add this to the system A^, and tho result is the complete system 
for/ 

We append the following table giving the 26 irreducible 
concomitants of the sextic. 



Degree 


Order 





2 


4 


6 


8 j 10 


12 


1 








/ 








2 


{/. /)■ 




(/./)'«■ 




if.ff-n 






3 




(/, ■■)'-( 




(/. '7 


(f,i) 




(f.m-' 


5 


(>, .■)' 




(/, !)• 


if, I) 




(«, •■) 






V, !)• 


(•■, I) 




{H,t) 






6 


« I? 


















(/, '")' 


If. '")■ 










8 




(i, !■)■ 












9 






((/.'■), i")' 










10 


(/,IV 


(/, ;■)' 












12 




{IJ,i),lV 












15 


((/,;),!')• 















Es. (i). Prove that if the covariant a, of a quintic /, ia identically cq^ual 
) zero, then also 

^=0, y = 0, a = 0, 5=0, {pi) = 0, M=0, jVsO, /(=0, 

Ex. (ii). In the last example cither 

j = or B = lAl 
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Prove that in the former case every covariant vanishes with the excep- 
tion of 

/, n, i, I, (/i), A : 

and that those arc connected by the relations 

Ex. (iii). Prove that if a vanishes identically and ^' is not zero, then 

B^IA\ t = iAi, ^(4/+Vy) = 0. 
The latter result gives an alternative, but if 
Af^-^ij, 
then Aj=:^ (ij, if^^Aj, 

Hence in cither case siime^' is other than zero, 
A=0, B^Q, C=Q. 
Show further that / is a perfect cube : that it is a factor of / ; that i is a 
factor of j : that p is a perfect fourth power, having j for a factor : and that 
^ is a factor of B. 

Ex. (iv). If all the invariants of a quintic vanish shew that a must vanish 
and that j must be a perfect cube and a factor of /. 

Ex. (V). If iM^), ^ = a."-'a„, /=«.", 

(iii) n=i, 

f'.fii/] = i^+ f wn' + ^oti'^^ + 1^ (I /' - ! ^^') ^y 

(Clebaek). 
[The student, who wiahea for information concerning special quintics — 
when some of the invariants vanish — is referred to Clebsch, Biniwen Pormen, 
ch. VJit., and to Elliott, Algebra of Qualities, ch. xiu,] 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

SIMULTANEOUS SYSTEMS. 

135. It was proved in Chap. vi. § 103, that if Si, S, be any 
two finite and complete systems of forms, thon the system S 
formed by taking transvectants of powers and products of powers 
of forms of Sj with powers and products of powers of forms of S^ 
is both iinite and complete. If Si, Sb be the complete systems for 
any two binary forms /i, /a ; then S is the complete system of 
concomitants for the forms /i, _^ taken simultaneously; for S is 
complete and contains both /j and f^. Hence the complete 
irreducible system of concomitants of a pair of binary forms is 
finite. 

136. To make the matter clearer, let us briefly recapitulate 
the argument. 

(i) Any concomitant of the simultaneous system can be 
expressed as a sum of symbolical products ; the factors in which 
are all of the following types 

(ab). (a^), (act), a.^, a^: 

where letters of the Roman alphabet refer to the quantic fj, and 
letters of the Greek alphabet to the quantic _^, 

(ii) Any concomitant of the simultaneous system can be 
expressed linearly in terms of transvectants of products of forms 
belonging to the complete system for/,, with products of forms 
belonging to the complete system for /,. 

For any symbolical product in which the letters are partly 
Roman and partly Greek is a term of a transvectant ( U, Vy, where 
[/" is a product containing only Roman letters and V a product 
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containing only Greek letters. But by § 51 any term of the 
transvectant (U, Vy is equal to 

{^7, vy + X\{U, vy, 

where U, V are obtained by convolution from U, V respectively ; 
X is numerical and p' is less than p. 

Now U, U are eovariants of/, and honce may be expressed as a 
sum of products of the irreducible forms off, ; similarly Y, Fmay 
s a sum of products of the irreducible forms oif^. 



Hence the theorem is true for any symbolical product, the 
letters of which refer some to/i and some to/ : and therefore it is 
true for any concomitant of the simultaneous system. 

(iii) The system of transvectants {U, V)", where f?" is a 
product of concomitants of/ and V a product of the concomitants 
of/, is both finite and complete. This was proved in g 103. 

137. The complete irreducible system, of concomitants of a 
finite nv/mber of qvantics is finite. 

The proof of this theorem is inductive. Let us suppose that it 
has been proved that the complete system of concomitants of any 
n qualities is finite. 

Consider a set of )i + 1 quantics, 

/„/.,-/.+.■ 

The n quantics /,/, ... f„ possess, by hypothesis, a finite system 
of concomitants which may be called S,. The single form /^i 
also possesses a iinite system of concomitants, which may be called 
82. The complete system, jS, of concomitants of the n + 1 quantics 
is obtained by combining iS, with S^. And since the systems 
Si and S3 are both iinite and complete, it follows that the complete 
system 8 is finite. Hence if the complete system of concomitants 
of any n quantics is finite then that for any n + 1 quantics is also 
finite. But the complete system for any one or any two quantics 
is finite. Hence the complete system of concomitants for any 
finite number of quantics is finite. 

We proceed to find the complete systems, in a few of the 
simpler cases. 



y Google 



160 THE ALGEBRA OF INVAEIANTH [CH. VIII 

138. Iiinear form and quadratic. The complete system 
of coneomitatits of a quadratic / consists simply of the quadratic 
itself and the invariant {ftfY- 

Thus the system S, is 

/ (/,/)'=-». 

The system S.^ — of the linear form I — is simply I. 
The combined system S is obtained by taking all possible 
trans vectants, 

But unless = 0, this is equal to 

_D» (/-,;>)', 

and is certainly reducible. 

Again (/-,!»)■-(/•, i')'.ir-., 

which is reducible unless y — B. 

Further (/", J*)* contains a term 

(/.<)•■(/-,''-)'-, 

and is reducible if S > 2. 
The system S then c 



/, A, I. (/, (), (/ i)>. 

138 A. Linear form and any finite system. Let the finite 
system referred to be denoted by Sj. The system S^ consists 
simply of the linear form I. 

Let the system Si consist of the forma d, G^, ... G^ which are 
of orders s,, Sj, ... Sj. 

Then we have to consider all possible transvectants 
(G.^^G,'^... 0^->.,l^)y. 

li 0>y this transvectant contains a factor I, and is therefore 
reducible. It may then be supposed that 

= r 

Let us suppose that Cfr =^ ; then if y > s^ the transvectant 
contains the terms 

{G,., Prf.iG,'" ... G/r-^ ... C.-A, ly-^r)y~'<.. 
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and is reducible. If 7 :^ s^ it contains the term 

(C„ ly)y.G,°'0,'^... C/^' ... G^% 
and is therefore reducible. 

Heoce the system S contains the forms 

0„0„... Oa; I; (Or,ly)y. 

r=l, 2, ...X; 
and these forms only. 

Es. Prove that the complete system for a linear form I, and a given 
finite system of forme, consists of the linear form, the given system, and the 
forma obtained by operating with powers of 

an the members of the given system. 

139. Two quadratics. Let /,, f^ be the two quadratics. 
We have to combine the two systems Si, S^,, where S, consists of 

/>, (/., /.)" = A, 

and jSs consists of 

/., (/.,/■)■=*. 

Since Di and jDj, are invariants, they give rise to no new forms. 
Hence we have only to consider trans vectants 

(/■-, /■»)'. 

The only irreducible transvectants which can be obtained are 

and A. = (/„/,)'. 

The required system is then 

/i.A '^12, A, A, A.- 

139 A. Any number of quadratics. Consider first three 
quadratics /,, f^. f^. To obtain their simultaneous system we 
combine the system Sj for /,, /^ with the system S^ for /,. 

Leaving invariants out of account we must consider all 
transvectants 

(/.-//A,.,//)-. 
G, * Y. n 
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Since ail the forms are quadratics the only irrcdiicibie trans- 
vectants obtainable are 

(/.,/.)■,(/.,/.)■,«.,/.)■. 

Of these (Jis./a) is reducible, for it is the Jacobian of a Jacobian 
and another form. 
The rest are 

J,„ J.., A., As. 
and another invariant which may be called 

The complete system for the three quadratics is then seen 
to he 

fuUA, Jv^. Jo. '^, A, A. A, A., B^, Ai, -&\,s. 

There ia only one form of a new kind, and this is an invariant. 
Hence in forming the system for four quadratics, we shall not 
meet with any new kind of concomitant. And in fact it is easy 
to see that every irredncible concomitant in the system for any 
number of quadratics belongs to one or other of the ti/pes 

/, /, A E. 

139 B. It is easy to obtain the syzygies between the forms of 
the last paragraph. First Ji^ is a Jacobian, and therefore, § 78 

2A, = -A/,--A/.- + 2A>/./> (I). 

It will be convenient to use the notation 

f,-a,,; f,-b,; /.-e.',.... 
Then as in § 77 we obtain 

2Ji^J^ = 2{ah}a^b^.(cd)c^dx 
(oc)- (.ad)- a.' 
(hcf {bcCf 6," 
c,' . dj 

— D„U.~DJJ, + D,J,f,-^D,fJ. (2). 

By replacing/4 by/i, a syzygy for 2JiaJ'ji is obtained. 



y Google 



139A-139B] SIMULTANEOUS SYSTEMS 






Again -B„.--{oS)(fc)(oo), 


hence, as in § 77, 


2«m.«m- 


(iKi)' (oey (<./)■ 

(«)• (be)- (b/y 
(ody («)• (o/)- 




. j a. i),. D„ 




A, A= i^M 


( 


: D, A, />» 




From this may be obtained syzygies for 


2£"„, 2jS„..£,„ 2i-,,..-E,..- 


Similarly, the syzygy 


2-S™^.-l A. Cn /■ 


I>„ -B, /, 1 


-0« c. /. I 


may be obtained, and other particular cases may be deduced 


Again 


ai^ ttlda (h^ «»* 








= 0, 




<i,> dirf, *> 4- 









for the last column of this determinant is a sum of multiples of 
the first three columns. 

But it has been shewn, § 77, that 

^iffl = — («t) (ifc) (ca) = I «i' (ti% (ti 
I V bA b,' 

Hence 

f,E„-f,E,^+f,JS„-f.E„, = (o). 

If in the above determinant the elements of the laab column 
are replaced by (aef, {be)", (ee)", {def respectively, another 
syzygy is obtained, 

As^.34--Dk-£'im + Aj-£'i«--D«-£^i2. = (G). 

n— 2 
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In § 77, it was proved that 

(««)■ (<./)• {agy («/.)" 

(fc)' (*/)" (W («)■ 

(")■ (o/)" W W 

(*)■ (i/y {dsir (dh)' 

Similai'ly we obtain the syzygies 



[CH. VIII 



-0, -0, 


A, 




-B.. A. 


A 


/. 


A. -». 


A, 


A 


A. A. 


A. 


/. 


-D- As 


-B» 


/. 


i)« A. 


i>. 


/. 


/. /= 


/. 






Every kind of syzygy which occurs in the irreducible Kystem 
of cone Ti'tint f r ■iny number cf qiiadratic has now Vei 
obtained 

Ex. ( ) SI w th t th la. t three ay ygiea ju. t w tte i fc 

independ tith 11 mbet btmybebta dfmth 

OQ multiply g by f KQ f tl type H ad T 

Ex. (u). ObUinthesjij„lea(I), (^), (j) bj means of Stiohs method. 
Ex. (iii). Obtain (4) from (3), and (6) from (5) by transvection. 

140. Quadratic and cubic. Let ip be the quadratic and 
/ the cubic. Then we have to combine the systems of foriris S-, 
and S-i', where Si contains 

and S^ contains 

/, {f.fr=H. if.m-i. (H.sy^A. 

All trans V octants 

must be considered. Any transvectant for which either (3 or j; is 
other than zero is obviously reducible, it may then be s^ 
that 

^ = 0, ■>) = (>. 
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Again both <p and H are quadratics, hence if S is not zero 
and ^ > 2 the transvectant contains the reducible term 

(*, Hnr-'.pH'-'P}'-. 

We have tlien only to discuss the transvectants 

Of the transvectants 
all contain reducible terms except 

(*,/). (*./)-. (*'./)'. (*■./)■■ 

Now since, by § 91, 

T'=-i(H' + Af'). 
those transvectants for which e > 1 are all reducible. Hence of 
the transvectants 

all are reducible except 

(*, Tf. ir, Tf. 
for (t. T) is rediioiUe by § 77. 

Tiie only otlier irreducible transvectant is readily seen to be 

(*', f'tf- 
The simultaneous system for the quadratic ^ and the cubic / 
then consists of; 
live invariants 

D, A. {^..Hf. {r.f'f. »■,/?)•; 

four linear co variants 

(*,/)■, (*-,/)■, (*,'')•, (*■, 3')'; 

three quadratic covariants 

three cubic covariants 

/, T. (*,/). 

141. Quadratic and any system of forms. Let the system 
of forms referred to be denoted by S,, the system Sj for the 
quadratic / consists of 

/, J3 -(//)-. 



y Google 



166 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH. VIII 

The invariants of both systems may be left out of account as 
they produce no new forms. 

All possible transvectants 

must be discussed, where P is a product of the forms 

of the system Si. 

If /)< 2r — 1, U contains the term 

/■(P./-')'. 

and is therefore reducible. Since p cannot be greater than 2r we 
may confine ourselves to the cases 

p = 2r, 2r - 1. 

If P be a product of two factors one of which is of even order, 
then 17 is reducible. 

For let P = F,P^, where P, is of order 2t, then 

(P.P.. fy 

contains the term 

(p„ /')■'. (i',, /'-•)•-«. 

and is in consequence reducible. 

Also if P is of order > p, and is a product of two factors, U is 
reducible. By what we have just proved, if one of the factor,=! of 
P is of even order U is reducible ; let then, P = P^P^ where Pi is 
of order 2ti + l and P, of order Si^ + 1, then 

(-P.p.. /')" 

contains the term 

(p„/^^.(p„/-'.)"-^ 

since p<2t^+2t.,+ 2, and therefore p-2(i<2tj + 2. 

Thus U must always be reducible except when P consists of 
a single term C; or when P consists of a product of two terms 
Ci, Gj each of which is of odd order, their total order being p = %■, 
m that 

v.(C,a„fr. 
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Thus the irreducible forms belong to three classes: 
(i) (C, /')", 
(ii) (C. /')■', 

(iii) (.c\c,.f'r. 

where Ci is of order It + 1, and Cj of order 2r — 2( - 1 ; this latter 
class furnishes invariants only. 

It has not been proved that all transvectants belonging to 
these three classes are irreducible ; on the contrary we proceed to 
examine a case in which certain of the transvectants thus retained 
are reducible. 

142. Let C be a Jacobiau = (Gj, 0^). 

(i) Let C;-<f>^^ Cr^^f^^, 

/= a^= = fe/ = . . . , (7 = (</=i|-) ^/'^^t^*^'. 

Then the form {G, ff-' 

is reducible. For if 2r>2(r + 2T — 1, this transvectant vanishes; 
and if 2r < 2(r + 2t - 1 it contains the term 

But 

ii>f) (4>a} a^ir, = I [- (a^y^/ + (<PfTa,' + (0«)=>^.']. 
And hence the term written down is 

- J (*. /T . (f ./'*')•+■+ i/. r + i (*, /'+■)"+' . iir. /')", 

ivhere T is a term of ((Cj, C J, /-<)'—. 

(ii) If Ci-*.", C„-t,"+', 

then tlio transvectant 

(C, /■■)■" 

vanishes if 2r > 2tr + 2t, and if 2r < 2(7 + 2r it contains the 
reducible term 

We are left with the case 

2r = 2a- + 2t. 
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(iii) If d = 4>^''-^\ C, = ■^^'-^\ 

then the transvectant 

(C, /')•" 

vanishes if 2/- > 2it+ 2t + 1, and contains a reducible term if 
2)- < 2ff + 2t ; but not if 'ir = 2<r + 2t. 

Hence : " The transvectant (0, y-^-i is reducible, if U is a 
Jacobicm, except vjhen one at least of the forms of which G is 
composed is of odd order, and the order of C itself is equal to 2r 
or 2r — 1." 

143. Quadratic and Quartic. The simultaneous system of 
irreducible concomitants when the ground-forms are a quadratic 
and a quartic may now be written down. 

The complete system for the quartic is known to bo 

i>. J?-».«', T.(4,,H\ .■=»,«•. j~{H,4,y. 

Since there are no forms here of odd order, there can arise 
no irreducible concomitants belonging to the third of the three 
classes mentioned above. The simultaneous forms are 

(*,/). (*/)■, (*./■)', »./■)', 

(H,/). (H.f): (S.fy, {B.fy, 

(T,fy, (T./'Y, (T.f'f. 
It follows from the theorem of § 142 that the fonns (2', /), 
(2", f^y, {T, f^y are reducible, T being a Jacobian, 

To complete the simultaneous system we must take into 
account the forms which belong to the quartic and quadratic 
separately; thus in all we have 18 concomitants. 

Ex. Prove that all the forms of the complete eyatem for the two co- 
variants j and t of ft binary qujntio f, considered as separate quautics, are 
irreducible when considered as concomitants of the quintic ; with the single 
exception of one invariant of degree 18 in the coeflioicnta of/. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

HILBERT'S THEOREM. 

Hubert's Proof of Gordan's Theorem. 

144. We shall now give another proof of Gordan's theorem 
that the irreducible system of invariants and covariants of any 
number of binary forms is finite. The method, which is due to 
Hilbert*, is of more general application than that of Gordan, 
inasmuch as with alight and non-essential modifications it applies 
to forms with any number of variables; on the other hand, unlike 
Gordan's process it gives pnicfcicatly no information as to the 
actual determination of the finite system whose existence it 
estabhshes, in other words it proves that the problem always has 
a solution, while the other method, although only proving this for 
binary forms, gives much information as to the nature of the 
solution. 

In the exposition of Hilbert's proof we shall confine ourselves 
to binary forms, and to save trouble we shall deal with pure 
invariants only ; inasmuch as the complete system of invariants 
and covariants of any number of forms is really equivalent to the 
system of invariants of the set of forms obtained by adjoining an 
arbitrary linear form to the original set, the proof for invariants 
is sufficient for the most general case. Of. § 139. 

145. The proof may conveniently be divided into two parts 
of the following purport. 

I. Proof of the fact that any invariant T of the system, may 
be written in the form. 

/ = AJi + vl/,-|-... + A„/„, 

* Miith. Ann. Kxsvi. Story, Math. Ann. XLii. 
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where It, /j.../,, are. a finite number of fi^xed invariants of the 
system, and the A's while not necessarily invariants are integral 
/mictions of the coefficients. 

II. ■ The application to both sides of the equation just given 
of a differential operator which leaves an invariant unaltered except 
for a numerical multiplier, and changes a term 

into one of the form Jyl,-, where Jr i^ an invariant. 

As a result of I. and II. any invariiint may be obtained in 
the form 

Then by applying the same argument to the J's and so on it 
follows at once that the I's form the complete system. 

146. As a matter of fact the result I. is a particular case of a 
much more general proposition which we shall first enunciate, 
then illustrate, and finally prove. 

Theorem. If a homogeneous function of any number of variables 
be formed according to any definite laws, then, althotigh there vnay 
be an infinite number of functions F satisfying the conditions laid 
down, nevertheless a finite number Fi, F,, ... F,. can always be 
chosen so that any other F can be written in the form 

F= J:,F, + A^F, + ... + A^F„ 
where the A's are homogeneous integral functions of the variables 
but do not necessarily satisfy the conditions for the F's. 

Suppose for example that we have three variables x, y, z whicii 
we take to represent coordinates and that F= represents a curve 
through the point i/ = 0, ^ = (this being the law according to 
which F is formed), then F may be written in the form 

as follows at once since the highest power of x must be wanting 
in the equation ; y = 0, s = being two curves of the system, this 
is the application of the theorem to this case. 

As another example, if the curve pass through all the vertices 
of the fundamental triangle its equation may be written 
yeP + SA'Q + xyR - 0. 
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whero P, Q, R are integral functions of the coordinates, and 
liere ys = etc. are curves of the system. 

Again, we have the famous theorem that the equation of any 
curve through all the points common to <^ = and -i^ = may be 
written 

A^ + Bi^^Q. 

In each of these cases it will be noted that the system of 
forms Ff, F^,...F^\s determined; in the general case it is not 
actually determined, the essential point being that it is finite and 
that the jl's are integral functions. 

To establish the theorem in its general form we first remark 
that it is manifestly true when there is only one variable x, 
because in this case each F consists of a power of x and therefore 
all the F's are divisible by that which is of lowest degree ; thus 
there is only one form in the system F-,, F^,... F^. 

We now assume that the theorem is true when there are n—l 
variables and deduce that it is true when there are n variables. 

Let Xi, ;&,,.,.«„ be the variables and first suppose that the 
system contains a form H of order r in which the coefficient of «„*" 
does not vanish. Then we can divide any form in which x„ occurs 
to a power equal to or greater than r \>j H without introducing 
coefficients fractional in the x's, and we can continue the process 
until the remainder contains no power of x^ higher than the 

Hence we can write any form of the system thus 
#=^P + Jlf/c„— + A; 
where P is the quotient, Jl/ is a function of at,, x^, ... at„_,, 
and jV is a function of the variables but of degree r — 2 at the 
most in af„. 

Now the functions M are formed according to definite laws if 
the l"s are, because each M is deduced from the corresponding F 
by a definite process, and as they only contain n — \ variables the 
theorem is true by hypothesis for them. 

Accordingly we can choose a finite number of M's, say M^, 
M^,...Mk, such that any other may be written in the form 

where the B's are integral functions of at,, Xi, ...at„_,. 
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But since 
x^^'M = F-HP-N, .Xn'-'M, = F,-nP,-N^, etc., 
we have 
F - HP - N ^ B,{F,- HP," N,) + B,{F,~ HP,- N,) + ... 

+ B,{F,~HP,-N^). 
or 
F^ H {P - B,P,- BJ\~ ... - B,P,) + B,F, + ... + B,F, 

+ K-B,N,-...~B,N^. 
Now the part of the right-hand aide which does not contain 
one of the forma as a factor consists of B's and iV's aod there- 
fore only contains x^ to the power r — 2 at moat. Hence we may 

F=HQ, + B^F^ + B.,F.,+ ... +B,F^ + M^"ip^''^ + I^^'>. 
and now M'» is a function of «i, ic^, ... a;^i formed according to 
definite laws and N'^'* is of order r — 3 at most in ic^. 

Thus we can write F as the sum of a finite number of terras 
each containing a form of the system for tactor together with 
expressions of order r — 2 at most in the last variable. 

Then applying precisely the same argument to the If "''s as we 
applied to the M's we see that by adding a finite number of 
f s to 

H,F,.F„...F, 

we can reduce the order of the remaining portion in x,, to r — 3. 

Proceeding in this way and adding only a finite number of 
^'b at each step we can finally write F in the form 

HQr+CyF, + C^F^ + ... + (7^i^™ + il/"i, 
where JW''' only involves «i,iKj, .,.a„_i and in the nature of things 
is formed according to definite laws. Hence applying the same 
process to the ifi's as we applied to the M's we finally have F 
in the form 

A,F,-{-A^F^-\- ...+A,F„ 

where the F's include H and the number s is finite. 

Consequently if the theorem be true for n — 1 variables it is 
true for n, but it is true for one variable, therefore by induction 
it is true universally. 
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We have now to remove the limitation imposed above, viz., that 
there exists a form of the system in which the coefficient of the 
highest power of as^ is not zero. 

If there is no such form among the F's let Ft be one of the 
forms and apply to all a linear substitution 

iE, = (E„ y, + ariPi + . . . + arn^ii i r = 1, 2, . . . n. 

Suppose that Ft (jk) becomes Gt (y), then the coefficient of the 
highest power of y„ in (?[is /"((ai^.tian, ..-«„„), and therefore unless 
Ft is identically zero we can choose the linear substitution so that 
this coefficient is not zero*. Hence the theorem is true for the 
forms G in the variables y, and therefore by changing the variables 
back again from y to a^ we see that it is true for the ^'s. 

Q. E. D. 

147. Returning now to the consideration of invariants it is 
clear that such an expression regarded as a homogeneous function 
of the coefficients of the forms is formed according to definite laws ; 
hence, if / be any invariant of the system, we have 

where/i./s! •■■ /jjare w fixed invariants and the ji's are homogeneous 
integral functions of the coefficients but not necessarily invariants. 
As to the functions A a simple remark may be added. Al! that 
is asserted in the general statement of the foregoing theorem is 
that they are homogeneous in all the coefficients, but an invariant 
is homogeneous in each set of coefficients involved taken separately, 
and consequently since / and I^ are homogeneous in each set of 
coefficients, A^. is also homogeneous in each set. That this is so 
could of course be seen in the proof of the genera! theorem because 
at no point of the investigation is the homogeneity disturbed. 

148. We now come to the second part of the proof, but before 
proceeding with it we must prove a necessary lemma on the 
properties of the operator ii so often used in the course of this work. 

If P be a function of I'd fa. ^i, V-i which is homogeneous and of 
order \ in fi, f, and homogeneous and of order /t in 171, 11^, then 
n™(i)"P)=C,D"-'"P + Cii>»-»'+'Ii(P) + ... + (7™2>'il'«(P), 

* We assume here that unless a form vanisheB identically values o£ the 
variablss can be found for which it is not zero. It ia easy to give a formal proof 
of this theorem. Of. "Weber's Algebra, Vol. i. p. 457. 
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where -D = ^iis — ?2%, m and n are positive integers and the G's 
are either zero or constant. 

The result can be readily proved by induction, for we have 

il(DP) 

and by Euler's theorem for homogeneous functions the right-hand 
side becomes 

(J. + ,» + 2)P + flnP. 

Now in this result change P into D"-^P so that X and fj, are 
increased by « — 3 , and we have 

n (i)"P) . (J, + ^ + 2«) »" P + Da (If" P). 

Hence 

i)n(D"-'P) = (X + ^ + 2«-2)i)"-P + ffn(»>-"P), 

jya (ir—P) - (x + p+ 2ii - <) d»-p + P'si (D— -P), 

B"a (PrP) - (X + ^ + 4) D'-'P + D»-'n (-DP), 
i)— fi (DP) - (X -h yi -F 2) -D— P -I- I>"n (P). 
By adding these results together we obtain 

n(IfP) = \n(\ + iJ,) + n(ti+l)]D'-P + ]>n{P), 
which establishes the result when m = 1 for all values of n. 
Assume that the result is true for any value of m 50 that 

a-(vp) = c, if"'P + CB-"-!-!! (F)+... + c„]ya' (P), 

then operating again with il we have 

Q"+> {]fP) = " CO li)"-»+'n' (P)). 
But 
fl(I>-""P) 

= (ii - m + >•) (X + ,1 + 1. - OH- r + 1) I>»^+'-"P -f C— "+'n (P), 
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and changing P into Ii''(P) so that X, fi are each diminished by r, 
we deduce 
il{iJ"-™+''ii'-(P)} 

= („_m+r)(X+/i-r-m4-« + l)D"-"'-'-^'n'-(P) + i)"-™+*-n'-+'(-^) 
= a,i>-'»+'^' ri-- (P) + D»-'«+'- ii'+^P 
when a, is numerical. 
Thus we have 

in other words, if the result be true for m it is true for m + 1, for 
the right-hand aide is of the stipulated form. Hence by induction 
the theorem is true universally. 
Es. Prove that 






.+>■)!■ 



Cor. It clearly follows that if in the formal statement any 
exponent of D on the right-hand side be negative the corresponding 
coefficient is zero because only integral functions can appear in 
the process. 

149. With the aid of the above lemma the proof of Gordan's 
theorem may be easily completed. 

For the sake of convenience we shall regard ic,, x^ as the 
variables in the fandamental binary forms, despite the fact that 
in the general theorem proved above they play the role that the 
coefficients do in the remaining portion of the investigation. 

Suppose the variables are changed by the linear transformation 

then an invariant / of the forma becomes (It;)"/. 
Further we have 

and an invariant I^ on the right becomes 

(W-/». 
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We now write down the identity which is tho transformation of 
I = A,I, + AJ^+... + A,J,,. 

i.e. the same identity for the transformed quantics ; we suppose 
a coefficient A^ written in symbolical letters entirely, so that it is 
the sum of a number of terms each of which contains only factors 
of the types a^ and a,, where « is a symbol belonging to one of the 
quantics. 

If after transformation A^ become B^ we have 

and the equation shews at once that B,„ is of order ^ — ^„ in both 
I and Tj. 

Now operate on both sides of this identity with 

The left-hand side becomes a numerical multiple of /, viz. 
(ft + 1) (fi ]yi, and on the right-hand side we have 

by the lemma, since /^ does not involve f or rj. 

But if /i - ;:tm = ", then 

/in. - j", /*«i - M + 1) ■ ■ ■ /*™ - M + (" - 1) 
are all negative. 

Consequently 

(7„, c„...a-i 

are all Kero. 

Again Bm is of order ft — fi^^ via both ^ and t}, 
hence «"+' (5m), ii""^' (-B«.), • ■ • ii^ (S™) 

are all zero, and the effect of the operator on 

therefore reduces 'to a single term, namely 
0,n-(B„). 
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Now S™ is the sum of a number of terms each containing 
V factors of tlie type a^ and r factors of the type a,, hence by a 
fundamental theorem, 

is an invariant of the system. 

Therefore after operating with il'" on both sides of the equation 
we are left with 

1 — 1. Jm^m, where J, '' 

and is an invariant. 

Since </,„ is an invariant we can express it also as the sum 
of a number of terms each containing an /„ as a factor, hence by 
continual reduction we can ultimately express / as a rational 
integral function of /,, Jj, ...1^, tbat is to say, these invariants 
constitute a complete system and, as we have seen, their number is 
finite; Gordan'g theorem is thus completely established. 

160. Syzygies between the irreducible invariants. 

Examples of relations between the members of an irreducible 
system of invariants or covariants have already been given, and 
in fact a very large number were obtained for the quintic. 

It can be deduced from Hilbert's Lemma that the system 
of syzygies is finite, that is to say if S" = be any syzygy we can 
find a finite number of syzygies 

such that S - G,8, + C,5; + . . . + as,, 

where Cj,...G^ are invariants. 

If there be such a relation, then of course all other syzygies are 
of 



S, = 0, S, = O,...S,= 0, 
and these constitute the finite system. 

The proof is very simple. Let /,, /„ .../^ be the members 
of the irreducible system of invariants, then S is a function of 
Ii, I-i,...Ira. formed according to the law that it must vanish 
when for the /'s we substitute their actual values in terms of the 
coefficients. 

G. & Y. 12 
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Hence we have 

S=C,S,+ G,S, + ... + G^S,., 
where Si = 0, etc. are a fiDite number of syzygies and the C's, 
being functions of the I's, are invariants. (Cf. § 127.) 

151, Gordan's Proof of Hubert's Iiemma. 

Many versions have been given of the fundamental lemma of 
Hilbert on functions formed according to given laws, but the 
majority of them do not differ materially from the original proof 
due to Hilbert. Nevertheless Gordan has recently given a 
demonstration* which is so interesting and depends on such 
simple principles that we cannot refrain from giving an account 
of it here. We shall state it in the form of two theorems. 

Theorem I, If a simple product of positive integral powers 
of n letters 

be formed in such a way that the exponents kj, k.^, ... ^„ satisfy 
certain prescribed co^iditions, then, although the number of products 
satisfying the conditions may be infinite, yet a finite number of them 
can be chosen so that every otJier is divisible by one at least of this 
finite nwnber. 

To illustrate the scope of this theorem take the case of 
products of three letters and suppose the conditions are 
h = 0{mod.S). 
k^^-k,= T. 

The simple products satisfying the conditions are 

and it is evident that all such products are divisible by a^'a^s'. 

Again, suppose the sole condition is 

k, - /cs + ^! > ; 
the products are 

and all the products ai'e divisible by Xi or x^. 

* Lioitville's Jmn-lml, 1900. 
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Other examples could be given, but the above will suffice to 
shew the nature of the theorem which we now proceed to prove. 

If K = l the truth of the theorem is evident because all the 
products are powers of a single letter and are therefore divisible 
by that having the least exponent. 

We shall now assume that the result is true for n — 1 letters 
and prove that it is true for n letters. 

Let x,'''X^'^...x^"'' 

be a definite product P satisfying the given conditions and let 



be a typical product K of the system. 

If K be not divisible by P one of the k's must be less than the 
corresponding a. 

Suppose that k^ < o-,., then, consistently with this, k^ must have 
one of the values 

0, 1, 2,...a,-l. 

Hence if K be not divisible by P one of a number 

«i + a-j + .-. +c-n = -^ contingencies arises, viz. 
either 

k, baa one of the values 0, 1, 2, ...«! — 1, 

or ki has one of the values 0, 1, 2, ... a^— 1, etc. 

Suppose that k^ = m, and that this is the pth of the po^ible 
cases; then the remaining exponents ^i.^a, ...kr^i,k^+i ...fe„ satisfy 
definite conditions which are obtained by making kr=^iii in the 
original conditions. 

Let Fj.^a.'.''.^/^...^,™...^- 

be a product of the system for which k^ = m and write 

Then K'p contains onlyn — 1 letters and the exponents satisfy 
definite conditions, and when these are satisfied the exponents of 
Kp satisfy the original conditions. Hence by hypothesis a finite 
number of products of the type K'^ can be found such that every 
other such product is divisible by one at least of these. 

12—2 
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Denote this finite system by 

/.„i,,...j:„, 

so that K^, is divisible by one at least of the L's. 

Thus Kj, = :K,r^K'p is divisible by one at least of the products 
x^Li, x™Li, ... x™L^^, 
which all belong to the original system of products because every 
L belongs to the subsidiary system. 

Denote these latter products by 

tlien in the pth of the impossible contingencies K is divisible by 
one of the products 

Now one of these N contingencies certainly does arise when K 
is not divisible by P, and hence K must be divisible by one of the 
products 

or else by P. 

The exponents of the M'a all satisfy the prescribed conditions 
and they are finite in number, hence if the theorem be true for 
n — \ letters it is true for n letters, but it is true for one letter and 
hence by induction it is true universally. 

152. Theorem II. If a system of homogeneous forms he con- 
structed according to given laws, then a finite number of definite 
forms of the system can be chosen such that every other form of th-e 
system is an aggregate of terms each of which involves one ofihefi/nite 
number of forms as a factor, and the coefiicienfs ore integral in the 
variables. (Hilbert's Lemma.) 

Suppose in fact that x„ii^, ...«„ are the variables and that 0is 
a typical form of the system. Now construct an auxiliary system 
of functions tj of the same variables according to the law that a 
function is an t} function when it can be written in the form 

the A's being integral functions of the variables which make the 
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right-hand side homogeneous, hut otherwise unrestricted except 
that the number of terms on the right-hand side must be finite. 

The class of functions ij is infinitely more comprehensive 
than the class 0, and it possesses the important property that a 
function of the form tBrj which is homogeneous in the variables 
is also an ij function. 

Now in examining the functions ij we arrange the terras of one 
of them of order r in such a way that x' comes first and, generally, 
a term 

S = iC,''W,'^...3l/" 

comes before a tenn 

y -_ jg ii^ IJ( _ _ ,p (>„ 

when the first of the quantities 

which does not vanish is positive. 

In such a case we say that the term S is simpler than the 
term T and T is more complex than S, so that any function 1) is 
arranged with its terms in ascending ordor of complexity. Now 
the functions ij being formed according to fixed laws, their first 
terms satisfy given conditions relating to the exponents, and 
hence by Theorem I. afinite number of t/'s, say tj,, j^^, ... i?,,, can be 
chosen such that the first term of any other tj is divisible by the 
first term of one of these. 

Take any function ij of the auxiliary system, and suppose its 
first term is divisible by the first term of ij™^, and that Pj is the 
quotient. 

Then ij— PiJ?™, is ^^ V function with a more complex first 
term than ij because ij and Piijm, have the same first term ; if we 
denote this new function by ij '" we have 

V — PiVtn^ + V '"■ 
Next, if the first term of t) *^' be divisible by that of ij^^ we 
have 

and the first term of 1; *^' is more complex than that of 1/"*. 
Contimiing this process of reduction wo find 
^ (r-i) _. p^ ^^^ ^ ^ m and so on. 
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Now the first terms of 

are in ascending order of complexity, and hence the time must 
come when there is no r) function of the same ordei' as ij with 
a more complex first term than i} "■' ; in that case we have 

Hence 

V^^lVrn, + P^V'>h +■■■ + -f r+i'?™,*!* 

where the ij'e on the right-hand side are all members of the finite 

system Vi> V Vp- 

Now the 7j system includes all the 0's, moreover each tj 
contains only a finite number of 0's and hence every ^ can be 
expressed in the form 

j1,0, + ^.2^2+ ... ■¥ A^^r, 

where i^,, ^^,...<f)^ are the ^'s contained in the expression for 
Vi< Vi- ■■■ Vv ^'^^ ^^^ ^'^ ^'"^ integral functions of the variables. 

153. Remark. If all the conditions satisfied by k,^, k^, ... &„ 
in Theorem I. be linear homogeneous equations, then the theorem 
establishes the existence of a finite number of solutions by means 
of which any other solution can be reduced. The difference of 
two solutions being now a solution, it follows that by continual 
reduction we can express aU solutions of the linear equations in 
terms of a finite number — this is the result otherwise proved 
in § 97. 

* The i]'s on tlie right being membeta of a finite Bystem are finite io nmnber; 
hence even though the number of slepe in the reduotion be infinite, there can 
only be a finite number of terms on the right-hand aide. The same ij may of course 
occur in more than one term, but in that case we shouliJ add all such terms 
together. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE GEOMETRICAL INTERPRETATION OF TSINARY FORMS. 

154. Given two points of reference A, B on any straight 
line, the position of any other point P may be determined by the 

value of the ratio -^^ °^ ^^^ 

A P J) ^^ 

distances of P from A and B. A 
convention as regards sign is necessary to complete the definition ; 
it is convenient to regard the ratio as positive if P lie between A 
and B, otherwise as negative. 

When a binary form of order n is equated to zero, the ratio — 
may have any one of n values. These determine n points on the 
straight line AB, such that the ratio -p^ for each of these points 
is equal to one of the roots of the equation for — . The coordi- 
nates (a^i, a^) then define the position of P on the straight line by 
means of the equation 

AP _x, 

PB x^- 

It is found advisable, as will be evident immediately, to detine 
the position of the point P whose coordinates are {x,, x^ by 
means of the equation 

AP ^w, 
PB-w,' 
where /t is a fixed numerical multiplier. 

A further convention will be useful, viz. the positive direction 
of measurement from A is towards B and that from B is 
towards A. 
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To find the distance between (x,, w^) and (y,, y^), in terms of 
Ike length I of AB. 

Denoting the two points by P and Q, we have 
AF_PB_ _jAB_ _ _l__ 

and similarly 

QB^ I 

Hence 

PQ - iPB - QB) = i^lS>^+fl^^l^^ 

^ ^'(y^) 

0^y, + yd{'>^>+^)' 

155. Let ua consider the effect of a change in the points of 
reference. Let the now points of reference A', B' in terms of the 
original system of coordinates be (^„ |^s), (171, i^a); if the new 
multiplier be fi and (S^, X^) be the new coordinates of P, then 

X,_ A'P 

X, ^PF ' 

Tbe change in coordinates is thus equivalent to the linear 
transformation 



Hence 



where 



166- A linear transformation 

may be regarded geometrically from two different points of view : 

(i) As changing the points of reference and the constant 
multiplier, but leaving the other points on the straight line in 
their original position. 

(ii) If the points of reference are regarded as fixed, the 
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transformation alters the positions of ali the points defined by the 
algebraic forms under discussion. 

Consider the first of these points of view. When x, = 0, 
the point P{a:i, ic^) coincides with one of the points of reference 
A. Similarly, if i% = 0, P coincides with B. Hence to find the 
new points of reference in the original system of coordinates, it is 
only necessaxy to write X^ = 0, and Xj = 0. We obtain them at 
once as (ij,, ijs) and (fi, |a). 

The distances of P from these new points of reference A', 
B' are 

i'^v) _ -, , (fij)-^'"i 



«2) {Ml + V'^) ' 



XI T. 



(^^) W (t)^ 



The ratio of these distances is 

A'F_\^,+J^ X, 

Hence the new multiplier is -^ — —: and the coordinates 

{X-i, Xa) define the same point as that defined by the coordinates 
(iCi, fl^). It should be observed that the sign of the expression 

— ^ — — . ,v- is positive if X lie between A' and B', otherwise it ifa 

^»7i + »?a X, 

negative. 

Ex, (i). Shew that by properly choosing quantities a,, a^ tho distance 
between the points (j;j, s:^), iy-i, 2/t> may be written , .. . . And that in 

tbis case the constant multiplier after transformation becomes -,— ,. 

Ex. (ii). The point [a„ a^) of the last example is the point at infinity on 
the range. 

When an invariant of a binary quantic is zero, there exists 
some relation between its I'oots which is unaffected by any linear 
transformation. Hence when the binary quantic is regarded 
as the analytical expression of n points on a range, the vanishing 
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of an invariant is the condition that there may be some definite 
geometrical relation between the points, independent of the points 
of reference and of the constant multiplier. 

For example if two of the points coincide an invariant — the 
discriminant — vanishes. Again, as will be shewn later, if four 
points on a straight line which form a harmonic range are 
represented analytically by a quartic, then the invariant j of that 
quartic is zero. 

167. In the second point of view stated in the last paragraph, 
the points of reference and multiplier are regarded as fixed, the 
point P takes a new position P' given by the coordinates 
(X„X.). 

Let the points Q, R, S, viz. (y^, y^, {^^, z^), («ji, w,j} become 
q, R', S'. 

Then PQ^Xl— ^-^ r 

and (y^) = C|^)(rZ). 

PQ^RS _{y^)^wz) 
P8.MQ («;*■) (f/) 
(yX) {WZ) _ P^^^R^ 
"(WX)(YZ)~P'S'.R'Q'' 

PQ. 

"p~s: 

of the four points P, Q, R, S ; it is usually denoted by [PQRS] » 
The result just proved may be written 

{PQRS] = {FQ'n'Sl 

* By rearranging the letters F, Q, H, S we obtain 24 saoh oross-ratios. It ii 
easy to see, however, that only six of these are different. Then if X, fi, v are writtei 
for the three products PQ . SS, FE . SQ, PS . QR, the six different oross-ratioa an 



Hence 



Since the four points are eoUinear, 

FQ.BS + FR. SQ + PS.QR^O 
or X + »i + ^ = 0; 

bj means of this relation all six eroes-ratios of four points may be espreeeed ii 
terms of one of them. This mode of presenting the subject is due to Mr E. R 
Webb. 
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That is, the cross-ratio of four points on the range is unaltered by 
any linear transformation. Hence the transformed range is homo- 
graphic with the original range. 

Further any range homographic with the original range may 
be obtained from it by a linear transformation. To prove this, it 
is only necessary to prove that the eoefScients of transformation 
may be so chosen that three n on -coincident points P, Q, It of the 
original range are changed to any three non- coincident points 
P', Q', R' chosen at random on the straight iine. For when 
P', Q', R' are known, the point 8' of the transformed range 
corresponding to S is given by 

{P'Q'R'S']^[FQRS]*. 

Let us suppose then that the values of the ratios ^ ,^ , y 
are given. 



Then 



and 



fiV +V^ 



Similarly ^^ ^ ■ 7 - fi w 4 



We have three equations to determine the ratios of the 
coefficients ^1,^2, Vi' Vs- 

These ratios are thus determined uniquely. 

Hence a range of points on a straight line may be transformed 
into any other range homographic with itself by a linear transfor- 
mation. 

If an invariant of a binary quantic representing a range of n 
points is zero, these points must possess some special property, 
is equivalent to a linear 
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which is also a property of all ranges homographic with the 
original range. Such a property is said to be projective, and 
thus the vanishing of an invariant must be the condition for the 
existence of some projective property of the points which the 
qu antic represents. 

Conversely, if a system of n points on a straight line possesses 
some projective property, there will exist a corresponding 
analytical relation between the coefficients of the quantic repre- 
sented by these points, which is unaltered by any linear 
transformation. It does not necessarily follow that the condition 
is represented by the vanishing of an invariant ; it sometimes 
happens that a projective property necessitates the vanishing of 
all the coefficients of a covariant. 

Again a covariant of a quantic will define a certain number of 
points on the straight line. These points are related to the 
original points of the range in the same way as their homo- 
logues are related to the homologues of the original points on 
a homographic range. It is usual to denote this by saying 
that the points are projectively related to the points of the 
original range. 

158. A binary form is homogeneous in two variables, we 'are 
then^in such forms — only concerned with the ratio of the 
variables. Let /(a-i, m^) be any binary form of order n, then the 
equation 

/["„'-.)-« 

defines n values of the ratio — . Hence in any geometrical figure 

in which the geometric element is completely defined in position 
by a single parameter, the iona f {x,, x^) may be considered as 
defining n of these elements. For example a point which lies on 
a vnicursal curve is such an element. \ix, y, z are its Cartesian 
coordinates, it is well known that we may express cc, y, z as 
rational algebraic functions of a single parameter. Again the 
tangent to a fixed unicursal curve may be taken to be the element. 
Or else the element might be the osculating plane of a twisted 
unicursal curve. 

Now the two simplest figures of the kind, are a range of 
points on a fixed straight line, and a pencil of straight lines 
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passing through a fixed point and lying in a fixed plane. We 
may deduce the properties of the latter from the former. For if 
any straight line be drawn to cut the pencil there is a one-to-one 
correspondence between the points on the range thus formed and 
the. rays of the pencil. In fact any ray of the pencil may be 
defined by the coordinates (jCj, w^) of the point in which it 
intersects the straight line. With this definition it appears that 
everything that has been said for the range applies equally well 
to the pencil. 

169. A binary form may be expressed as a product of n linear 
factors. A covariant of the binary form is necessarily a covariant 
of the system of linear forms of which it is a product. Thus let 

o,- = (=«>)(=") •••(«"") (I). 

where -Vr , — «; > - ■ ■ are the roots of the equation a," = 0, 

Any invariant may be written in the form 

/-SC«"««)-(«>"'«")-. ..(«'%»)•■• (11). 

since it is an invariant of the linear forms (ibx^^), (xib'^'') 

The coefficients of the quantic are given in terms of the roots 
by equating the different powers of a: in (I). Two things are at 
once apparent. 

(i) The coefficients are symmetric functions of the quantities 

(ii) The coefficients are functions homogeneous and linear in 

each of the n sets of variables iCj"', ;cs*" ; a^<^', x^''';... iCi'"', ai,'"'. 
It follows that any function of the coefficients must, when ex- 
pressed in terms of the quantities a:'", a;'*' ..., be symmetrical in 
them. And further such a function must be homogeneous and 
of the same order in each of the set* of variables ic,"', a^/" ;... 



Hence in the expression for an invariant (II) it i 
that 

where p i3 a quantity which is the same for each term of the sum 
representing the invariant. 
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Let T be any one term of this sum, thea let 

Then As + /3is + ■ ■ ■ + ^i« = 0, 

We are going to prove that s^ is a function of anharmonic 

ratios of the roots. It will be assumed that when the number of 
quantities ic"*, a;'^ ... is leas than n, then the term 

where 2y3i, = 0, 2/3„ = 0, 

may be expressed as a function of the anharmonic ratios. 
Now the ratio 

Hence 

(»,»»,«)=(^»^B).: 

On replacing (a^'^a:'**) wherever possible by the value just 
found 



(a;0i«O)(^(. 


•««i) 


1 (»;»««)(»:'' 
(^»,.«) 


1 


(«"«") '(jsMa 


;l2}a;H)fl;(t)J 



where P is a function of anharmonic ratios, and Q is of the form 

where S^S^- = 0, t&^r = 0. 

The theorem has been assumed true for Q, hence with this 
assumption it is true when there are n quantities x*^, x'^i,..,. If 
there are only three quantities, then 
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Hence it is true when there are 4 quantities x, and therefore 
also when there are 5, and so on universally. Thus, any invariant 
of a binary form is the numerator of a rational function of the 
ankarmonic ratios of the roots. If the invariant contains only 
one term, there is an apparent exception. The invariant etjuated 
to zero then represents the condition for the equality of a pair of 
roots, it can only be the discriminant. 

160. So far our remarks have been confined to the case of a 
single quantic; a alight alteration in the wording of the previous 
paragraphs is all that is necessary to make them applicable to 
any system of binary forms. Each binary form of a system is 
geometrically represented by a set of points on a range, or of 
rays of a pencil. Points belonging to the same quantic must be 
regarded as indistinguishable from one another. Thus if we have 
a set of n points on a straight line, we may regard them as given 
by a single quantic of order n ; by two quantics of orders r and 
n~r respectively, or even by n separate linear forms. 

Now let two of these points coincide ; then, if the n points are 
regarded as a single quantic, the discriminant is zero ; but there 
is nothing to tell us which roots coincide. We may regard the 
TO points as two quantics, in this case either the discriminant of 
one of the quantics or else the resultant of the two is zero. 

161. We shall now discuss the geometrical representation of 
the invariants and eovariants of the binary forms of lowest order. 

A quadratic has only one invariant, this vanishes when the 
points representing the quadratic are coincident; it is the dis- 
criminant. 

A pair of quadratics a^, hj have a simultaneous invariant 
(ab)'. 

Then if a;"*, jk"' are the roots of a^ and y"', y'^' those of i/, 

(o6)'- («y«) («!,») =i[(«;»J») (»»!(») + (^"s") (^•'r')]- 

If (ahy = 0, it fotlowa that 

(»«),») (^»y»)_ 
(^»j,»j(a,»,Oi) 

Hence the pair of points ^'", j'^' is harmonic with the pair 
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The quadratics have a covariaob, their Jacobian, 9- = ((i6)«^63,. 
Now (tt^)^ = 0, {6V = 0. 

hence ^ represents the pair of points which is at the same time 
harmonic with a^ and with b^. In other words ^ represents the 
pair of doable points of the involution defined by the two pairs 

The discriminant of & is 

(^y)'=iK<»')"<»')'-[(«*)']"l; 

if this is zero, ^ is a perfect square ; the double points of the 
involution coincide. Hence, as may be verified either geometrically 
or algebraically, one of each of the pairs a^', b^ coincides with the 
point represented by 3-, and the other two points may be anywhere 
on the range. Thus a^, hj* have in this case a common point; 
hence (^^')^ may be taken to be the resultant of the two 
quadratics. If there are more than two quadratics, there is only 
one more type of concomitant to be discussed ; viz. the invariant 

(ab)(bc){ca}. 
This is equal to - (^, c^,')^. 

If this is zero then the pair of points ^ is hannonic with the 
pair c/. Hence 

(a6){6c)(ca) = 

represents the condition that the three pairs of points a/, b^", c^ 
shoiild be pairs in involution. 

To find the anharmonic ratio of the four points defined by 
a^, b;^, we have 

(a,»y.l) (««5») + («,l»yn) {a,«y«) _ (aJ)-, 

(««'i/»)(«"j")-(«»'j")(«"y'") = («'"«!")(!'">") 

- V(S?)" . ■JlfFf. 

Hence 

2 (x'Y') (»"!/") - (»»)■ + •/{imJ.IWr, 

and therefore 

_ (at)' + \/(i«'y7(ii')' 
{ahf-t/{aaj.{bhj' 
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Denoting the anharmonic ratio by p, and squaring, this equation 
becomes 

i>''(p-iy^D.D'-ip + iy, 

= 0, 



where I) = (aa'y, D' = {ahf, D" ^(hhj. 

The two values of p correspond to the two anharmonic ratios 
{xWyWj-fiiym] and [ic*"y(='«Wj;«). 

If ^=0, then the two quadratics are such that one is a 
multiple of the other. This is merely a particular case of the 
general property of the Jacobian ; it is not necessary to do more 
than mention it here, 

162. When a range possesses geometrical peculiarities which 
are unaffected by projection, there exist analytical relations of 
fin invariant nature among the coefheients of the corresponding 
binary form ; but it must not be supposed that these relations can 
always be expressed in terms of the pure invariants of the form. 
If there is only one such relation 

4 = 0, 
which expresses the necessary and sufficient condition that the 
range may possess a certain projective property, then it will be 
found that A is an invariant, for it is unaltered by linear trans- 
formation. On the other hand, when the condition is expressed 
by a set of algebraical relations 

4 = 0, £ = 0,... 
A,B,... will not, in general, be invariants. Thus the condition 
that a binary form of order n may be a perfect wth power is that 
all the coefficients of its Hessian vanish*. 

163. The Cubic. Any three colHnear non- coincident points 
can be projected into any other three coilinear non- coincident 
points ; it is not to be expected then, that the geometry of a 
binary cubic will be of much interest from a projective point of 
view. But in respect of the associated points furnished by covariants, 
the geometry of the binary cubic is highly interesting. 

* See later, Chap. xi. 
o. * y. 13 
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The single invariant A is its discriminant and 
A = 
is the necessary and sufficient condition that two of the three 
points represented by the cubic should coincide. 

If all three points coincide, then A, H and ( are all identically 
zero, as may be easily verified ; but 

represents the necessary and sufficient condition*. 
164. Let us consider the pendl 

where k and X are new constants which determine the particular 
members of the pencil of cubics. Then^^^^ represents three points, 
which are called a triad ; by varying « and A a pencil of triads is 
obtained. The covariants oi f,^^ will be denoted by the symbols 
Sk,\< K>^' ^'.•^- These may be at once calculated; the following 
table, most of the results of which are proved in Chap, v., will be 
found useful for this purpose. 



Index 






Traasveotaiit 






(/,/) 


{/,-ff) 


(/,0 


{H,H) 


ill, 1) 


«,') 


1 





t 


-4-ff? 





w 





H 








- 





JAS 


3 







A 










The fundamental forms, it will be remembered, are connected 
by one ajzjgy, 

To obtain H„,, we have 

ir.,, = (</+xf, ,/+uy 
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Hoiice, if we use the notation 

//,,, . eff. 

In the same way, we obtain 

*..»-(/.,., -ff.,.)-® (/.,;.. -Ef) 
= 6 («( - J ix/) 
'90 „30\ 



,„/,30 .3©\ 



And lastly A.,*= @^A- 

It is worth noticing that if wc introduce the arguments «, X 
of ly as suffixes, thus 

the syzygy may he written 

165. Consider the relation 

fl-> = -2(f + ia/'), 

if any paii' of the three forma 

/ H, t 
have a common factor, then all three must have thia factor. Let 
us suppose that auch a factor exists, and let us change the variables 
so that the common factor is a^. Then /is of the form 

(0, Oi, (ts, Os^^i, iXsY, 

and the coefficient of a;,^ in 5" is — Oi' ; hence if % is a factor of 
S, we must have (ti = 0. This means that / has a double factor, 
and therefore 

A = 0. 
The syzygy then becomes 

if ^ = - 2f , 
whence it is easy to deduce that // is a perfect square and t a 
perfect cube. In fact if 

/- n 

then 



H-AP, t.^^-p. A-0, 



where ^ - - § [(?»)]". 
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166. It will now be supposed that f, H, t have no common 
factor. The syzygy may be written 

hence if f , v are the factors of IT, so determined that 

we may take 2f ^ = I i + /\/ "S"" ) - 

and 2ij8= [i-fy-^ ■]> 

and therefore \l —. f— ^ — if. 
Hence also 

\/-|-/.,» = (« + ^V-l)f'-(''-V-T)'' 



It ia at once apparent that the only members of the pencil 
which possess double factors are ^'^ and t?». 

Let Pi, Pa, P3 be the three points determined by any one 
member of the pencil, and A, B the two points determined by 
the Hessian {which are the same for every member of the pencil). 
Then if eo be a cube root of unity, the points Pi, Pj, P, correspond 
to linear forms 

S — flTJ, f — QKM?, f — to^ai). 

The ranges 

A, P,. P„ P„ B 

A, P., P,, P,, 5 

-fl, Ps, Pi, P„ B 
are projective. A set of points such as P^, 1\. Pj are said to be 
cyclically projective. 
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The simplest way to find the anharmonic ratio [APiP^Ps] is 
to transform the variables to f, t/. This transformation may be 
regarded as merely changing the points of reference, and the 
constant multiplier. Then 

( — «)( — m'm + (wa) _ 



{APjP,P,] 



¥o>a) 



■.{AP,P,P,]^{AP,P,P,]. 



(-«=a){- 

Henee the range formed by a triad and one of its 1 
points is equianharmonic. The six distinct cross ratios of such a 
range are each — a> or — <d\ 

167, The Quartic. Just as in the case of the cubic we 
considered a pencil of cubics instead of the single one, so here we 
shall find it convenient to consider the pencil 

instead of the single quartic / Each member of the pencil will 
define four points, one of these points may be chosen at will on 
the range considered, but when this is done the ratio k : X. is 
fixed, and the remaining three points are uniquely determined. 
The calculation of the covariants of /,,i presents no serious 
difficulty. For convenience a table of the trans vectanta of the 
quartic is appended ; most of the calculations were effected in 
Chap. V. 



Index 


.,.„svecUn. 


(/./) 


(/,S) 


{M.m \ {f,t) 


is.i) 


(1, 1) 


1 





t 





M'-iiP 


vui-im 





2 


R 


Vf 


iU-Va 








VIIf-i,iB'- 


tV/' 


3 











iW-'H) 


i,i'f-iiB 





4 


•■ 


s 


¥' 












The only trans vectants which are not contained in this 
table are 

((,()'=o. ((.()•=,>,'■■ -li"- 
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The syzjgy between the forms is 

In connection with the system for^.j, the expression 



or more brietiy il, will be found of great importance. We observe 
at once that the syzygy may be written 



2c = -n„,.^. 

Now 




-ff.,> - («/+ ^ff. «/+^-£0" 




.^•H + ii,y.f+v(ij/^lii{) 




=i(-S-/S. 




,...{.f..H. i^S-i/S 




^^'('f-S=». 




i.,» = «"t+2«xi + x'ii'--3{n, n)' 




= -3J?„, 




ere il is regarded as a binary cubic in k and X. 




Lastly 


^3X| 



168. The invariant of the cubic li is 

This, as we proceed to shew, may he taken to be the discriminant 
of the quartic. The discriminant is the condition that the equation 

/-o 

may have a pair of equal roots. 

It is an invariant ; for if the range represented by / be 
projected, the pair of coincident points project into a pair of 
coincident points. Further it is well known to be of degree 
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2 (k ~ 1) for the quantie of order n ; hence it is of degree (> for the 
quartic, It is then a linear function of i' and j''. 

Let us suppose that / has a double linear factor Oj, the 
remaining quadratic factor being px\ and then tind what relation 
exists between i and j for the quartic 

<.,'-/=..■.?.•. 

In ihe first place 

if -(«•■■?.", •••)■ 
= J l(aa)=p^' + {pafa^^ + 4 (aa) (pa) c^pj a^= 

- i (3 (»»)■?.■ + 3 (pafn.' - 2 (ap)-,..'! <..• (I). 

But 

(•m)-*,- - (/, »,')■ - J (oy)' . a," , 

(p«)'(.,' - (/ j,.7 . j |(«y)-p.' + 3 (p, py^.'\. 

Therefore 

Similarly 

>-(a«)"(op)' 

-((««)■«.■,?.,•)■ = i [(«?)•]-, 

j = (/, -»)* = - JW-' 

= -AK«P)']'- 
Therefore 

Hence An may be taken to be the discriminant of the quartic _/". 

From the above form for ff, it is evident that H contains the 
factor Ux twice over ; hence if / contains a repeated linear factor 
then every form of the pencil Kf+ Xlf contains the same repeated 
factor. This leads us to expect that the discriminant of *:_/"+ Xff 
is a multiple of the discriminant of /. This is so ; for from the 
syzygy for the cubic we obtain 

or (v/-6j.,.=) = fl'(*'*-6/). 

It is easy to obtain in the same way the condition that / may 
have two pairs of repeated factors. For writing as before 

/-<.,■■?.■. 

we obtain 
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200 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIAKTS [CH. X 

Now if / contains two pairs of repeated factors, {p, p'f must 
vanish, for p^^ is a perfect square ; hence in this case 
isO. 
This is the necessary and snffieient condition, for if it is satisiied 
((, t)..i(i.>-/) = 0, 
and we are at libertj' to assume that / has one repeated factor; 
then using the relation 

(?,?)■(/«)».■• 

we see that either 

in which case ^ is a perfect square ; or 

in which case 

This furnishes another illustration of the remarks in 1 162. 

Es. (i). Sliew tliat the necessary and sufficient condition that /may have 
a three times repeated factor ia 

1=0, j=0. 

Ex. (ii). There are in general three different members of the pencil f^^\ 
which are perfect squarea. 

They are given by solving the equation 
S1 = 0. 

169. As has hoen already pointed out, the syzygy for the 
quartic may bo written 

If mi , jKj , m, be the roots of the cubic 

n = o, 

then n^,,v ^{k- rthX) (« - m,X) (k - ni^X). 

Hence also 

2e = ~(H + .»,/) (H + «tj) (E + m,f). 

If H and / have a common factor, by transformation this may 
be made x^. Then /is of the form 

(0, «,, da, a,, a^jih. ^ay- 
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In order that a^ may be a factor of H, we must have 

Hence x^^ is a factor of J"; and therefir)re 

Ao=0. 
Excluding this exceptional case, it is evident that no pair of 
the expressions 

B + 'm^f, H + m.J. H-\-m,f 

have a common factor (m-i, m^, m^ are distinct) for Ajj is the 
discriminant of XI. Hence the above relation shews that each 
of the expressions H + mf must be a perfect square — since P is a 
perfect square. 
Let 

where </>, -^y x ^^''^ binary quadratics. 
Then 

t = 24)^X' 
As an example it may be verified that for the quartic 

jj = s3- (30.2 + 1) «X2_ 2a (i_aii)X3, 
and that the roots of 

= 

are<i-l,«+l, -2(t; wliieii arc identical with the values of m which make 

a perfect square. 

Now 

= ( - 2<l>\ - 2^1^') = 4 (^, f) 4,f ; 
putting in the value of ( we obtain 

2(,f, t) = (m.-m,>x. 
Similarly 

2<t, x) = ("•.- '».)*. 
2(x, 4.)-(m,-,„,)t. 
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202 THE ALGEBRA. OF INVARIANTS [CH. X 

Now from the expression for the Jacobian of a Jacobian we 
obtain 

((4': ^)- x)'=~h{'f>if, xf-f{'i>. x'f]- 

Hence by repeated use of this formula 



x = iftTx-ifxTf. 
= ('fi>Tx-(irxT4>, 

f^ixxfi'-ixffx- 

"2 = (XXf - (xi')'' X' 

Since 0, i/r, -^ have no common factors these equations give 
the following six relations 

(i4f _ - J (m. - m.) (m, - m-X (txf - », 

{ffy = -i(m,-TU,)(m,-in,), (z«" = 0, 

tay - - i (>". - »•■) ('». - •».), »t)' - 0. 

The remaining invariant of these three quadratics is 

(*'(') (+%)W)--(('H')*.')'.. X".)' 

= - i (ill, - 111,) . (xx)' - - i ('"• - "•) ("h - 111.) (ill. - «•■)■ 
170. By means of the equations 

H + m,f=-2f; 

ff + m./.-2x" (11), 

the qnartic /, or more generally icf+ XH, may be separated into 
quadratic factors. 



(m, - 


■lll,)(lMi- 


-m,) 




2 




(m,- 


.m,){7ii3- 


- «,) 




2 











(m,- 


■ Ills) (111,- 


-m,) 




2 




(«..- 


■m,)(TOj- 


-m,) 




2 




{"h- 


■m,){m.,- 


-".) 
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^ '^ -ii^;^^ ^"^ "^^ ~ ™^ ^''' 



= {"Jic — XtUs ')(_-^ ^k — Xitla ^) (V* — Xm^ X ~ ^* ~ ^'"^ ^)- 

The second transvectant of either of these quadratic factors 
with ^ is zero. Hence the two points determined by are the 
harmonic conjugates of the two pairs of points represented by the 
above quadratic factors of «/"+ XH. Now we have only used the 
last two of equations (II) to find the quadratic factors of icf+ XH. 
Any pair of the three equations might be taken. The three 
results represent the three ways into which the quartic xf+7iJI 
may be separated into quadratic factors. Then the three quadratic 
factors of t are the three pairs of points harmonically conjugate 
with respect to the four points xf+XH, when divided into two 
pairs of points. 

Now {4>ff = 0, {^xf = 0. ix^y = 0, 

hence the pair of points <^ is hannonically conjugate with respect 
to each of the pairs i^ and %■ ^^ the points «/+ Xll are divided 
into two pairs in any way, these pairs determine an involution, 
one of the quadratic factors of t represents the pair of double 
points of the involution. The other two quadratic factors of t 
represent pairs of points belonging to the involution. 

Now the points determined by t are independent of k and X, 
hence the pencil icf+ XH represents sets of four points such that 
when any set is separated into two pairs of points, these are pairs 
of one of three fixed involutions. 

The qnartic f is arbitrary, it may represent any four points. 
Hence the pairs of double points of the throe involutions deter- 
mined by four points on a line are harmonically conjugate two 
and two. 
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204 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH. X 

171. To determine the anhannonic ratio p of the four points _/! 
"Wo have obtained the quadratic factors off, one pair is 

X""^. X + 'f- 
The anhannoiiic ratio of the four points determined by a pair 
of quadratics has been obtained in § 161, as a root of the equation 

In onr r,ase 

^ = (x - ■f ' X - ■^)' 

= - i K - mO (m, - «g - 1 {n>, - m,) (m, - m,) 
= - |(m, - r>hf = B". 
D' = - -^ (nij - mil) (»"> - ms) + i ('^ - *«a) (m, - m^). 
H„ce f--6^ --"'>\V"'--°f p + 1..0. 

As there are six different values for the anharmonic ratio of 
four points, a sextic for p is to be expected. This will be obtained 
by multiplying together the thi-ee equations similar to the above. 

It will be more convenient to write these equations in the form 

(m^ - Mil) {nh-Tth) 
Now (rti, mg, wia are the roots of the cubic 

The discriminant of this is 

the exact expression is most quickly obtained by using the 
equation of the squared differences of the cubic. 

The equation whose roots are mi — m^, »z^ — m,, mja — mj is 
obtained thiis 

S (m, - m,) (»i, - m,) = - 2«i,^ + Sm^m^ 
= 32«i2ma = — 3 ^, 
(m,-m,)(m,-m.){m.-».,) = VA. 
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The equation is ?/' — 3 5 1/ - VA = 0. 

The equation whose roots are (nji — )%)', ... is 

But (»,-„..). = -VAP--j4il, 

Sp + 1 A- „,«V-2<- + i.i 



Hence A'I-^-- ---''-^- - 1 J - - 27 ^'^^^^^A\ 

(l-6-?!l' + -'' 
Therefore 



P^ -2p + l V_ p^-2p + I 27 



f 4(p--p + l)--27p-(p-l)' 
24( p--p + l)- 



(p + l)'(f.-2)'(2p-V 

* When tlie qiiartiu is not treateii by the ajmbolioal method it is usual ti 
defins tlie invariiints as follows :— the quartio itselt is 

/=(a, b, c, d, ^l^^, ^,Y. 



The iavaiiants i, j in the test above differ from these by numerical footocs only. 



In ooaneotion with the calculation of the values of inTariantB given symbolioally 
in terms of the aotna! coefficients the reader may find it interesting to (Baoover the 
fallacy in the following :— 



j=(M'(o 


a]' (fl6)^ 


= {[lo){o 


■o)(a6)P 


= a,^ 


6,> c.^ 


<h-h 


\h 0,^^ 


V 


V 0,' 
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206 THE ALGEBRA OK INVARIANTS [cH. X 

Thus the anharmonic ratio is expressed by means of a sextic 
equation in terms of the absolute invariant t-^ . 

We see from this equation at a glance that if i = 0, the points 
represented by the quartic form an equianharmonic range, for then , 

p^-p + 1^0. 

Similarly if j = 0, the four points form a harmonic range. 

Again, if two of the points of the range are coincident, one 
value of p is unity : hence 

as it should bo. 

172. The anharmonic ratio for the foiu- points 

may be obtained at once by writing %_f^ for i, o.iidj,_^ f'^i'i. 

To determine those values oi k :\ for which the four points 
have any definite anharmonic ratio p; let 



3=24-- 



(1-p + p'y 



^ip+iy(p-2n2p-ir 

Then i\x-aj\^ = 0, 

or 3Hn' + atn^=0. 

this is a sextic for k : X. 

Now Hii'=^-2tn'-D;'^ii- 

Hence (tt- 6)in= = il'An. 



ta = 



t"\/»^6- 



-6' 
The sextic thus reduces to two cubics. 

If a=6, it is easy to see that p — 0,1, x, hence two points 
must coincide. In this case n = 0, and -■ has one of the three 
values 
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Hence fche three members of the pencil for which ti = 6 are 

H + mJ-x: 
shewing that if owe pair of points coincide, the other pair must 
also coincide. 

If (i = co, the four points form a harmonic range, and tn = 0. 
There are three members of the pencil for which the range is 
harmonic. If a = 0, then ifn = 0; hence there are only two 
members of the pencil which form equianharmonic ranges. 

In all other cases, there are six members of the pencil having 
a definite anharmonic ratio. 

Ex. If lj,x is the Hessian of tlie cubic aj*, prove that the quartic a^l^ 
is equianharmoniu. 

173. Case vrhen An — 0. The discussion was limited in § 169 
to the case when An is other than zero. Now A^ is the discrimi- 
nant of the quartic /, and hence when Ajj vanishes, two of the 
roots of /= are the same. We may, as in § 168, write 

where a^' is the squaj-e of a linear form Ka,, and p^ is a quad- 
ratic. Then as before 

The invariant An is also the discriminant of the cubic 

hence, in the present case, il has a repeated root. Let this be m^, 
and let the other root be m,. Then 



2?K. +■ m, = 0, mi^ + 2m,m.a = — 5 . 



Hence 



3' 



1 2) 

m, = - < = ^ (apY, m, == / = - J (apY, 
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208 THE ALGEBRA, OF INVARIANTS [CH. X 

and therefore 

■ff + nh/= aj'{-^ (apfp^' + i ivp'f «/)■ 
Again, since 

2f = ~{H + TO,/) {H -f- ni,ff, 

we obtain as before 

a +.»,/- -2*-, 

where ^ is a quadratic. One of the factors of ^ must be cCc, and 
if the other is iS^, then 

The value of ( is then seen to be 

174. We shall now briefly explain another interesting method 
of representing invariant properties of binary forms geometrically. 

If we put x-t — z and aij = 1 throughout the work on binary 
quantics the general linear substitution may be written 

az+b . X, 

z = —. ; , Since 5 = — . 

Cif + (t x^ 

Now put z = x-\- iy, and represent z as the real point x, y 

in the Argand diagram in the usual way; then the substitution 

_ azy b 

is a point transformation. 

Unless c = the relation between z and z may be reduced to 
the form 

(^-c,)(«'-«').t, 

wherein «, a', k arc constants. 

Suppose z, /, a, a! are the points P, P', A, A' respectively, 
then the geometrical meaning of the above is 

^P.^'P' = mod. (^), 
and the sum of the angles that AP and A'P' make with any 
fixed line is constant. Hence the general linear substitution is 
equivalent to an inversion together with a change of origin and a 
reflexion of inclination of the line AP with respect to a fixed line. 

If c = the equation can be written 

z'-S = m(z-l3), 
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indicating that P' is derived from P by turning BP through 
a iixed angle and increasing it in a given ratio, B being the point 
which represents ^. 

Hence a binary form of order n represents n real points A in 
the plane, and a covariant of the form represents a group of points 
G whose relation to the points A is unaltered by a geometrical 
transformation of the types indicated. 

In particular, the relation of the points G to the points A is 
unaltered by any inveireion, because in the particular case in which 
A and A' coincide and k is real, the transformation is equivalent 
to an inversion with respect to A, and a reflexion with respect to 
the real axis through A ; but the properties of the derived 
figure are evidently unaltered by a reflexion alone, and hence they 
are unaltered by an inversion alone. 

174 a. Some of the simpler invariants and covariants can now 
be interpreted. 

If as^ + ILlz + c-^O; a'z^ + 2b'z + c' = 

represent the points A, B and G, D respectively, then when 

ac' + a'c - 2bb' = 
A, B, G, I) are four harmonic points on a circle. 

In fact on changing the origin to 0, the middle point of AB, 
the first quadratic becomes 

and if the second be (g — ^J (^ — z.^) — 0, 
then since the relation is invariantive we have 

therefore 00 . OB = OA^ = OB' 

and OG, OB are equally inclined to OA. 

If we produce GO to B' making OB' = OB, 
OC.OB'=:^OA''=OA.OB; 
therefore CAB'B are concyclic, and by 
symmetry B is on the circle. 

Further as the pencil B' [AGBB] is 
harmonic the four points AB and GB 
form two harmonic pairs on the circle. 
We shall call them harmonically concyclic. 
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210 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS [CH. S 

Es. Shew that there is one pair of points (P, P') harmonically concyclic 
to each of two given pairs (A, 3) and {C, D). 

Further if {Q, Q') be harmonically concyclic to {A, C), {B, D) and {R, B') 
to {A, D), {B, O), then any two of the three pairs P, F ; §, §' ; B, E are 
harmonically concyclic, 

175. We shall now apply the complex variable to prove 
certain properties of the foci of conies. 
If the tangential equation of a conic be 

the axes of coordinates being rectangular, and x-,yi be a focus, then 
the line 

ic-\-yi, — x, + 1/it touches the curve. 

Hence the above equation is satisfied by 1 = , m = — ~, and 

we have 

A + 'i.Hi - B -'2 {6 + Ft)s, + Gs,^ = 0. 

Consequently the two real foci Sj and z^ are given by the 
quadratic 

G^-^{6 + FC)z + iA-B + 2Hi) = 0. 

Since - '-„-" — >i + i-py we see that the centre is the point 

6 F 
0' C 

Again, if be the origin and ^i, S.^ the foci, we have 

so that the origin can only be a focus when A = B and if = 0. 

If a system of conies be inscribed in the same quadrilateral, 
their tangential equations are of the form 

\t + V£' = 0, 
and thus the real foci are given by the pencil of quadratics 
\f+ x'f = 0. 

All the quadratics are harmonic to the Jacobian (/, /'), and 
accordingly we have the theorem that the real foci of any conic 
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inscribed in a quadrilateral are harmonically coucyclic to a fixed 
pair of points Jj, J^. 

We leave the reader to prove that if T^, T^ be harmonically 
ooncyclic to jSi and B^, then the points of contact of the tangents 
drawn from T^ and T^ to any conic whose foci are Si, ySg lie on 
a circle through T, and T^. Hence if tangents T^F^ T^Q,i be 
drawn to any one of these conies, the circles T,P,Qt all pass 
through another fixed point. 

Thus the points Ji, J^ are such that if tangents he drawn from 
them to any confocal to a conic inscribed in the quadrilateral, 
then the points of contact lie on a circle through J^ and J^. 

176, The binary cubic. 

Suppose the form is 

a^ + 3^3^ -+ 2cs + d ~ 0, 

and that the points A, B, G representing it are 3i , z^, s, . 

The cubic covariant ^ represents three points A', B', G' on the 
circle ABO such that A, A' are harmonically conjugate to B, G 
and so on. For these three points must be represented by a cubic 
covariant which is not/" and therefore must be <j}. 



We have next to interpret the 

Let Hi, H^ be the points representing hi and k, the roots of the 
He^ian, then we know that for real variables the range [ABGHi] 
is equian harmonic, 

fa - g.) (^, - /.,) _ (^. - g.) («. - K) (,, - s,} fe - 1.) 



Hence since mod (oj) = 1, we have on equating moduli 

AB.CH, = BG.AH,=^GA.BH„ 

therefore the points^i,Hi are the points whose distances from the 
vertices are inversely proportional to the opposite sides. 

To construct them we draw a circle having BG for inverse 
points, and passing through A, with analogous circles for CA and 
AB\ then these three circles meet in the points Hi and H^. 
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It follows in addition that Ht and H^ are inverse points with 
respect to the circle ABC. 

It is interesting to notice that the Hessian points of A'B'C 
are the same as those of ABC, a fact which gives rise to a curious 
geometrical theorem. 

Another easily proved property of the Hessian points is that 
if HiL, HiM, E,N he drawn perpendicular to the sides, then the 
triangle LMN is equilateral. 
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CHAPTER XL 

APOLARITY AND ELEMENTARY GEOMETRY 
OF RATIONAL CURVES. 

177. Two binary forms of the same order are said to be 
apolar when the joint invariant which is Knear in the coefficients 
of both is zero. 

Suppose tliat the two forms in question are 

/= HoKi" + ?t([,(Ci"~^a;a + . . . + (tjiiCs" = %", 

<^ = to^i" + M&i«i"~'a;2 + . . . + in^^ = ^ji". 
then the only lineo-linear invariant is 

(«(>)" = «„&„ — naj>n-j +... + (- Vf^ajto 
and this vanishes when the forms are apotar. An immediate con- 
sequence is that a form of odd order is always apolar to itself. 

Thus the discussion of apolar forms may be regarded as the 
development of the theory of the simplest type of invariant ; the 
fact that each set of coefficients only occur to the first degree in 
the invariant renders such a discussion simple and accounts for 
the relative importance of the allied geometrical properties. If 
two quadratic forms are apolar they are harmonic so that we 
may regard apolarity as being, in a certain way, the generalisation 
of harmonic properties. 

The condition for apolarity may be written in other useful 
forms. 

In fact, if the linear lactors of ^ are 0x"K &x^\--- ;8a,'''>, we have 
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Again, if ^ vanishes for the values 

!€, = ■}/,''■', «s = !/3''"', r = l,2,...n, 
we have as far as ratios are concerned 

and hence the condition is 

%(.; a^w ■■■ciyin) =0, 
This form of the condition at once shews the connection with polar 
forms ; given the form f, n — 1 of the vanishing points of ^ can be 
chosen arbitrarily and the remaining one is given by polarizing/ 
with respect to each of the n — 1 given values successively and 
equating the final result to zero. 

We can at once find all perfect wth powers apolarto/, for if all 
the y's are the same we have 

so that y must be a vanishing point of f. Hence / is apolar to 
the nth power of any one of its linear factors, and these detennine 
the only wth powers apolar tof. 

If y be apolar to each of the forms 0i, (f>2, ... ^„ it is apolar to 
Xi^i + Xa^a + . . . + \ic<f>k , where the \'s are any constants ; for 

which establishes the result. 

This result also follows at once from the fact that the equations 
of condition are all linear. 

Again if/be apolar to each of the (n + 1) forms 



then on elimination of the a's from the equations which they 
satisfy, we find that the determinant of the coefficients of the ^'s 
is zero ; but this is precisely the condition that there should be 
an identical relation of the form 

^101+^!02+-..+^«+I0»+l = O (A), 

and hence being given n linearly independent forms apolar to / 
any other apolar form is a linear combination of these. It is easy 
to prove directly that n linearly independent forms can be found 
which are apolar to a given form of order n, and this fact will 
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appear independently from the special system of apolar forms to 
be constructed in the next article. 

178. To determine n linearly independent forms a/polar to a 
given one. 

I. Suppose that the factors of the given form / are all differ- 
ent and that except for mimerical multiples they are 

ai«Ki + o.i'-'^^x^, r = 1, 2, . . . li, 
then the mth power of each factor is an apolar form, and they are 
linearly independent. 

For if there be a relation of the typo 

lx,(aiWa:j-l-fl,('-iiC,)"=0, 
where X,. is a constant, then the (n + 1) determinants of the array 

vanish identically. 

Hence the determinant 



vanishes for all values of pi and p^^,. 

But this determinant being homogeneous in each set of sym- 
bols is equal to 

where in the first product r and s have all the values 1, 2, ...n, 
but are different. 

Thusifweehoosew,, Mo such that -±-^-, , r=\, 2, ... n, the 

Pi as'" 

determinant can only vanish when for some pair of values of r and s 

in -which case the two factors Oi""'*! -f ai""i^a and ai'^'a^i-l- Os'^'a'a 
only differ by a numerical multiplier, contrary to the hypothesis 
that the factors are all different. 
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Consequently the n forms 

(a,('''^i + a,w^.)". r = l,2,...n, 
are linearly independent when the factors of/ are all different. 

We are thus led at once to the interesting result that the 
necessary and sufficient condition that a foi-m ^ can be represented 
as a linear combination of the mth powers of the factors oi/ is that 
the two forms should be apolar — the condition is necessary, be- 
cause as each nth power is apolar to _/ a linear combination of them 
is also, and it is sufBcieut, because the nth powers are linearly 
independent in virtue of the foregoing, supposing always that/ 
has no multiple factors. 

Hence reciprocally, if <j) have no multiple factors, /can be ex- 
pressed as a linear combination of the mth powers of the factors 
off 

This may be regarded as the extension of tlie elementary 
theorem that all quadratics harmonic to oaf + 2hx + C are of the 
form X{x—afArii{ai~ ^Y, where a, ^ are the roots of 

aaf+2bx + C = 0. 

II. We have still to construct the apolar system when /has 
multiple factors. 

Suppose that /has the factor (HiiSi + a^^y replacing r different 
linear factors, and that rj) ^^ apolar to /. Since the relation is 
invariantive, we may change the variables so that the multiple 
factor is simply x/, and then 

On, (t,, da, ... a,--i all vanish. 
Hence recalling the condition 

a,K-naA^i + ... + (- l)"a,A - 0, 
we see that it is satisfied for any values of 
&„, 6„-„. ..&„_+„ 
provided that all the other b's vanish. 

Thus/is now apolar to any form for which 
K,b„b.„...bn_r 
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are all zero, tbat is to any form which contains the factor a^j""'' 
Among such we have the r forms 



which are obviously linearly independent. 

Hence, in general, when a form has a linear factor of multi- 
plicity r it is apolar to any form containing that factor (« — r + 1) 
times, and among these apolar forms it is possible to choose r 
which are linearly independent. If each multiple factor be 
treated in the same way we obtain in all n apolar forms, viz. r 
from each factor of multiplicity r ; those derived from the same 
factor are linearly independent ; it remains to shew that all the n 
forms are so independent. 

Thus for the sextic jCj' {x^ + ir^)^ x^ we have six apolar forms in 
three sets 

x', XiX^, x^x^ containing the factor x-^, 

(iCi + x^^Xi, (Xi + x^Xi containiDg the factor (a^ + x^^, 

and x^ derived from the single factor x^. 

The fonns in each set are linearly independent, but it has not 
been shewn that the different sets are independent inter se. 

The general proof that the sets so derived are independent 
presents no difficulty hut is rather tedious owing to the complicated 
notation. (See Appendix II,) 

Let /= A ix^ + aiiesY' {x^ + a^sY' ..■(xj + a^^yv , 

the a's being all different, ri + r^-J- ... + j"j, = «, and .d a constant. 
This assumes that in / the coefficient of a^i" is not zero, if it be 
zero we can transform /by a linear substitution into one in which 
a^" actually occurs. 

A form apolar to /is 

and ?» ^ ... 9'"'~'X i 

are all apolar forms since each involves the factor (a:, + aia^)"'^'''"'. 
We shall prove that this set and the corresponding ones derived 
from the other factors are linearly independent. 
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In fact if they are nob independent the determinant 



[CH, XI 



/.'■-(«,),/.'■-(«.),.■./."-(«>) 

/."-(■«,) /.'■-(«,) 

/.(f), /.<?), ■../.(?) 

where in general /s («!•) = ov* 

and ■^'' '^'^'■^ "^ aV ' 

must vanish for all values of q. 

Except for a non-vanishing numerical multiplie 
determinant is the limit of 












/.(«. 



-1<), /(n, + r,-li),.../,(i., + r,-Ii) 



f,^«, + r,-lt).f,(a,^-r,-l{)....f,^«,+ r,-■^t) 
/.(?), /.(?), ■•./.(3) 

when i = 0. 

But the determinant last written is equal to 
+ n (Kp 4- p'( - a^ - cr'(), 
X n (a^ + ^'i - g), 
where in the iirst product p = 1 , 2, . , . p, 

p' = 0,l,2, ...i-p-l, 
<r-l,2, ...Jl, 
»'-0,l,2,...r,-l, 
except that one of the inequalities p^a, p ^<r' must bo satisfied, 
and in the second product 



= 1, 2, . 



■1', 



»'-0,l,...r„~l. 
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A linear factor is a multiple of ( when p — (t, hence ( occurs as 
a factor of the determinant to a power equal to 



s'-^^^;^), 



-p. 



and this is precisely the power of t in the denominator. 

To find the limit we put i = when p^<r and take the multi- 
plier of ( in the remaining factors. 

Besides numerical factors which arc certainly not zero, the 
limit is the product of a number of factors of the types Up — a.^ and 
ftp — 2i a-nd in fact it is easily seen to be 

where N is an integer. 

Now the quantities Ku a,, ... ctp are all unequal and we can 
choose q to be different from each of them, hence the determinant 
does not vanish for all^values of q, and consequently the n apolar 
forms are linearly independent. 

Ex. Evaluate the determinant 



179. -Forms a 



■3, I2a\ 6a, 


2a, 1, 
2, 0, 

3ft 1, 




to two or m 


ore given fc 


rms 



larU 

Suppose we have s linearly independent forms 

/, = «al'^iB," + uai"'*iCi''-^iCa+ ■■■ +0'^'^'':", r = 1, 2, ... 5, 

then the determinants of the array formed by the coefficients cannot 
all vanish, because in that case values of X which satisfy s ~ 1 of 
the (n + 1) equations 



would satisfy all these equations, and hence 
which is contrary to hypothesis. 



:0 
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If fcoiCi" + ii6ia;i"~'iC5 + . . . + b^x^" 

be a form apolar to each of thefs, then 



*■■'&„ — wffi ""'iji-i- 



?■ = 1, 2, , 



These s equations connecfcing the b's can be solved for s of the 
6's in terms of the others, because, as we have seen, not ail the deter- 
minants of s columns formed by the coefficients are zero. Having 
solved the equations we obtain g of the 6'a expressed as linear 
functions of the others, and as the remaining (n — s + l) b's are 
arbitrary, the general form apolar to all the /'s involves (n — s + l) 
constants Knearly, i.e. there are exactly (n~s + l) linearly in- 
dependent forms apolar to each of s given forms. 

In particular it follows that there is a unique form apolar to 
each of n given linearly independent forms. 

Further if 

be ()?— s + 1) linearly independent forms apolar to the/'s, it is 
clear that every ij> is apolar to every/, and that the most general 
form apolar to each of the t}>'s is a linear combination of the/'s; 
thus the relation between the two sets of forma is a reciprocal one. 

Some interesting results follow from this reasoning. For 
example, given three independent cubics, there is one form apolar 
to each of them, and, if its factors be all different, each of the 
given cubics can be expressed as a linear combination of the same 
three cubes, viz. the cubes of the factors of the apolar cubic. A 
like result applies to forms of any order and constitutes the 
generalisation of the problem of expressing two quadratics each 
as linear comhinations of the same two squares. 

The form apolar to the three cubics a^, b^, c^, is 

(bc){ca){ab)a^b^c^, 

for this is not zero if the cubics are linearly independent and it is 
apolar to d^ if 

{hc){ca){ab){ad){hd){cd)=0. 
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or, as can be readily seen, if 

a, a, fj^ «, 

h h h h, 

Gq C\ Cg Cg 

da d, d^ ds 

which is certainly true if d^' is the same as any of the three 
original cubics. 

The reader may verify that the equation of the apolar form 
may be written 

[ a^ + OiWi, OiWi + a^i, a^, + aaXs 1=0, 
b^i + biX2, b,w, + b^, b^+b^s 

which can be easily done by expressing this determinant sym- 
bolicaHy. 

The extension of these results to n forms of order n will pre- 
sent no difficulty. 

180. We may illustrate some of the foregoing results and 
anticipate some of the developments to come by reference to the 
geometry of the rational plane cubic curve. 

Let ^, 7], ^ be homogeneous coordinates, then for all points on the 
curve they are rational integral functions of one parameter t and 
of the third order. To apply our results more directly we shall 
replace t by two variables which occur homogeneously, so that we 
have 

p^ = csoiCi' + SOjiCj'a^a + Sa^a^ + a^i =/i ] 
puj = b,ic,' + SbjXj^Xs + Sb^x^ + bsX^ =fi [ , 

p^ = C^' + SciCi^lCi + SCjiCiiCa" -t- CjfBa' = /s J 

and to find the point equation of the curve we must eliminate ;Ci 
and iCj so as to obtain a result homogeneous in f, t/, f. But the 
properties of the curve are naturally more easily obtained by using 
the parametric expressions. 

We remark in the first place that the cubics /i,_/2,/3 must be 
linearly independent, otherwise all such points ^, ij, ^ lie on a 
straight line ; next the points in which the line 
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meets the curve are given by the cubic 

which determines their parameters ; hence any straight lino 
meets the curve in three points and the curve is therefore of tlie 
third order. 

Now there is a unique cubic apolar tofi,/^,/}, and ^ is apolar 
to any cubic giving the parameters of three collinear points. 
Conversely if a cubic be apolar to tf> the three points whose 
parameters are determined by it are collinear because it is of the 
form !/, + «./,+«/.. 

Thus the three points whose parameters are (x^, a^a), (yi,y-^), 
(s,, z.^) are in a straight line if 

181. Pomts of Injleidon. At a point of inflexion three 
successive points on the curve are in a straight line, and heuce 
the parameters of the points of infiexion are determined by the 
perfect cubes apolar to tf), that is by 
= 0. 
Hence there are at most three points of inflexion, and, since a 
cubic is apolar to itself, when there are three they are collinear. 

But there are other singularities for which three consecutive 
points on the curve are collinear, e.ff. cusps, and accordingly we 
shall examine the equation ^ = a little more closely. 

If Oj,, ^i, jx be the linear factors of <j> we have 
I = XaJ' + p,^/ + vj!?, 
with similar expressions for tj and f ; hence on replacing ^, t), ^ by 
suitable linear combinations — which is tantamount to changing the 
triangle of reference — we shall have 

from which it is readily seen that the straight lines ^= 0, jj = 0, 
5"= are inflexional tangents, and therefore in this case there are 
three distinct points of inflexion. 

If tj)/ — has a double factor ^^ we have 

? = Xffla,' + n^x' + vffj'ah etc., 
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and hence by a similar transformation we can reduce ^, r), f to the 
forms 

In the neighbourhood of the point t; = 0, f = 0, whose parameter 
is given by ^^ — 0, we see that if x ^, and heneo this point is a 
cusp, while the line ^ = is an inflexional tangent. The case in 
which <f> = has a treble factor may he rejected because under 
these conditions /i./a./s have a common factor and, as will be 
readily seen, the curve breaks up into a straight line and a conic. 

We shall confine the further discussion to the case in which 
the factors of ^ are distinct. 

182. Double point. To each value of the ratio x, : x^ corre- 
sponds a point on the curve. The same ratio cannot give rise to 
two different points, but the same point may be obtained from two 
different values of the ratio and then it will be a double point on 
the curve, because every straight line through it meets the curve 
in only ono other point. We might find the double points directly 
by developing this idea, but the search is best conducted in a dif- 
ferent manner. 

If X, y, z be the parameters of three collinear points we have 
^3 ^y ^z = 0- 

and in general this determines z uniquely when x and y are given. 
When IB and y give rise to the same point, and only then, the 
above condition does not determine z but is satisfied for all values 
of 3. 

Now the equation ^^ <^y(j>i~(i 

indicates that the quadratic whose vanishing points are «, y is 



the first polar of z with reject to (p^^. 

Hence if x, y be the parameters of a double point the quadratic 
giving them must be apolar to all first polars of i^/. 

Two such polars are 
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and the quadratic apolar to eacb of these is their Jacobiaii, 
i.e. {'^4'') Dili's: 4>''}>'s ~ ~ (0^) ^i-'^'a; 4''<^4'^' 

ifi and 0' being equivalent symbols. 
This is 

.1 (<i,<f>') 4,,4,', (0,<^'3 - <^'.0e) = i (</>*') <l>^i>'^ (4>'f>') («/^} 

and the quadratic required is therefore 

namely the Hessian of <j>. 

Thus a rational cubic curve has always one double point, the 
parameters of which are given by the Hessian of the cubic giving 
the parameters of the points of inflexion. 

It will be noticed how readily properties of points on the curve 
are expressed by means of the form 0, and this is natural since 
being given we can write down three forms apolar to it for_/i,/9,/a 
and thence find the ordinary equation of the curve. 

As a further example, we remark that the points of contact of 
the tangents drawn from the point s on the curve to the curve are 
given by 

4'x''P^ = 0, 
that is to say there are two such tangents, and the parameters of 
the points of contact are given by the first polar of z. Hence the 
quadratic giving them is apolar to the quadratic giving the para- 
meters of the double points. 

Es. (i). Prove that the cross ratio of the pencil formed by joining the 
double point to four points on the curve is equal to the cross ratio of the 
pairameters of those fotir points. 

Es. (ii). If tte parameters of the points of inflexion be given by cl, = 0, 
j3j, = 0, y^ = 0, the point of contact of the remaining tangent to the curve 
from the first ia given by 

{<>li)y^ + (ay)0^=O; 

hence if/ = give the points of inflexion, the cubic covariant givea the para- 
meters of the three points L, M, N, here indicated. 

Es. (iii). Prove that the sis pointa in which any conic meets the cubic 
are given by a aestic apolar to a given sestic ij/. (^ is apolar to the squares 
and, products /i./ji/j.) Thence shew that i/r = gives the parameters of the 
points where a conic can he drawn having aix-point contact with the curve, 
and that inasmuch as these points are the points of inflexion and L, M, N, 
1^ is the product of/ and its cubic covariant. 
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183, Apolarity of forms of different orders. In the foregoing 
discussion we have seen that if x and y be the vanishing points of 
the Hessian of a cubic _^ then 

for all values of z, so that the Hessian although only a quadratic 
satisfies, in a manner, the condition of apolarity to the cubic. 
If a^, j3^ be the factors of the Hessian, we have 
(aa)(a«o,= 0, 
that is its second transvectant with_/ vanishes identically (cf. § 91). 
Generalising this we shall call two forms 
f^aj^, = 6I^ m>n 
apolar when the nth transvectant 

vanishes identically. 

Two important facts follow at once from this definition. 

(i) The form f is apolar to any form of order n' < m, having 
4' for faclor. 

For if the new form be ^-^ we have 

(/,*+)••'-((/.*)"■(')"'-", 

since -^ is of order ri —n and the right-hand side vanishes by 
hypothesis. 

A special result is that/ is apolar to any m-ic containing the 
factor ^. 

(ii) is apolar to any polar form of /whose order is n. 

Foi' let eta;" ay™~^ 

he the apolar form, then 

{a/d^"^", b^'']" = {abT S*^". 
and this is zero since (ffl6)" aj,™"''' 

vanishes identically. 

COE. is apolar to any polar form of /whose order is >m 
but < m. 

The proof is as above. 
G. & Y. 15 
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184 The conditions of apolarity of 

/=(((„,«,,.,. a™$ic, , ;cj)™ = a^" 
and (f — Uh^K' ■■■ ^n^^i' "^s)" =^3;" 

are equivalent to «i — ?i + l liuear homogeneous relations among 
the a's. 

In fact, equating to zero the several coefficients in 
(a6)»o,-"' 
we have the following equations : 

(aby a,-"-^ = 0, {aby a,"'-^'(i, = 0, . . . (a6)" 0^-" = 0. 
On being expressed in terms of the actual coefficients the first 
of these relations involves 

a„,a„ ... (T„, 

the second o,,aa. ... ct„+i, 

and so on, the last containing 

dm^n } ^«— «+■! J ■ - - (^n t 

hence if, as without loss of generality we may do, we assume that 
none of the coefficients b are zero, these 

J7l - 71 + 1 

relations among the a's are obviously linearly independent. 
It follows that by means of them we can express 
{m-n + l) 

of the coefficients a linearly in terms of the remaining coefficients 
and thence that there are 

(m+l)-(m-B + l) = « 
linearly independent forms of order m apolar to any given form of 
order n less than m. 

185. Gonstruction of a linearly iiidependent set of forms of 
order m (> n) apolar to a given form <j) of order n. 

I. Let the factors of the given form he 

A(l«,+/3s"'''Pj = ^^(rt, r = l,2, ...n, 
and all different. 
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Then the typical form jS^'^ is apolar to fc^", for 

and since {^bf = 0, 

when /3a is a factor of hj^, the result follows at once. 
Next the system of forma 

is linearly independent, for if there were a relation of the type 

on polarising (m~n) times with respect to y, we should have 

which is contrary to the established fact that the system of forms 

fei-^", r = l, 2, ... H. 
is linearly independent. 

II. Suppose next that the factors are not all different but 
that 

Then since the factoi- /S^'" 
for example occurs jj-^ times in ^ we know that i^ is apolar to the 
«-ic 

where C is any form of oi'der ^, — 1. 

In like manner ^ is apolar to tho m-ic 

/3."""""*'r, 

r being any form of order ^| — 1, for 

(A«"-"r,,(,)" 
=(/3.«'"-"*r, (,.-)- 

and this latter is an aggregate of forms each involving the factor 
(J;3 (.))"-'■«. 
But since the factor ^j™ occurs /a, times in j> any form involv- 
ing the fiictor 

vanishes identically. 

15—2 
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Hence choosing any s forms 

r„r„... r, 

of orders f^ — ^, /^a— 1- ■■■ /ts— 1 

respectively, forms ^j'" ' Pf 

are all apolar to 0. 

Next there cannot be a linear relation between them because if 
there were, on polarizing it m-n times with respect to y we 
should obtain a linear relation of the type 

Tt being of order /i, — 1. This is contrary to what was proved in 
constructing the apolar set of order n. 

Now the form jSs'" "' F, 

contains /if arbitrary constants and so we have a form apolar to (p 
involving 

/il + ^a + . , . + /is = M 

arbitrary constants. 

The coefficients of the various constants are each apolar to (f> 
aiid they are n in number. 

The discovery of forms of order n apolar to a form of order 
m {> n) is a problem quite distinct from the foregoing. 

Suppose /is the given form of order m, then a form of order n 
which is apolar to 

for all values of)/ will be apolar to/ 

This condition has been shewn to be necessary and it is clearly 
sufficient because if 

then (ah)" Ky™-'^ 

vanishes for all values of y. 

Hence the form (j) sought is apolar to the m~n + l forms of 
order n 

and the problem is reduced to one in apolar forms of the same 
order. 
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If the forms just written down be linearly independent there 



H-im 



-.. + 1) 



linearly independent forms apolar to each of thera, and thus there 
are at least (2ii — m) linearly independent forms of order n 
apolar to a given form of order m. There may be more owing to 
the subsidiary system of forms not being hnearly independent and 
we shall discuss this question more fully in the sequel. 

It is clear that if n > -^ there is at least one form of order v 

apolar to/ 

186. The latter theory finds its natural illustration in the 
problem of representing one or more given forms of order n as the 
sum of a number of perfect Jitb powers. "We shall discuss the 
case of a single quintic at length as an example. 

The general cases present no difficulties^they arise for forms 
of special character. 

Suppose the quintic is 

The second polars are linear combinations of 

If these are linearly independent there is a unique cubic 
apolar to them, and being apolar to all second polars it is apolar 
to the quintic itself. 

On referring to § 179 we may write this cubic in the form 











V 


Iff V 




dxi'das^ ' 




or (6o)'( 


a)-{citfa.b,c„ 


SO that it is the c 


ovariant denoted hy j. 
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Now suppose 

j-«./3.7.. 
then /= Xaj," + fi^^ + vrf^, 

Ox^xjx ■being all different and X, fi, v aunierical. 
\ij = a^^x we have for an apolar quintic 

f=XaJ + fi,C(^''a;j + v^J', or a^*{px, + qiv^') + r^^". 
li j — a^^ we have 

/=\«j^ + ^aa,^^i + ycCB^a;i^ or a^' (px,^ + 2qwjXs + rx/). 
This exhausts the cases Id which j is not identically zero. 

If )' be identically zero the forms tA-:, ^ — x— , ^r-, are not 

lineai'Iy independent, because if they were they would determine a 
unique non-zero apolar form. 

be the relation. 

Then we have 

gy ay gsjf 



P 






and all third polars can be expressed as linear combinations of 

_3y svL. 

dxi'dx^' dxidx^' 
If these are linearly independent they determine a unique 
quadratic apolar to both and being apolar to all third polars it is 
apolar to the quintic. 

Suppose this quadratic to be 

(i) a^^:^, then/=\a/ + /i/3^^ 
(ii) ttj^i then f=as(p^ + q^i)', 
(iii) identically zero, then 

must be identical, hence in this case all third polars are identical. 



y Google 



186-187] APOLARITY 231 

Now ail fourth polars are linear combinatioii.s of 

jyi jf^. (AY 

But since - ^{^ and - - ■ ; ■ ■ are identical all the fourth polars 
axiCw^ ox-idx^ 

are identical with either of the forms (A). 

Hence the fourth polar ia apolar to the quinttc, for being of 

odd order it ia apolar to itself 

In this case the quintic is a perfect fifth power unless the 
linear apolar form is zero identically, in which case the quintic is 
aJso identically zero. 

This completes the discussion and leaves us with six canonical 
forms for a quintic, viz. 

(i) f=\aJ' + fi0J+vyJ, 
(ii) /= Xo/ + ij.c^^*!x, + v^^\ 
(iii) f='>M^^ + fia^*Xi + vci.x^x^^, 
(iv) / = Xcc,» + /i^^', 
(y) /= Xa^' + /i«^^«i, 
(vi) f=\a,\ 
Tho discussion for any other single form can be conducted in 
an exactly similar manner. 

187. The reader will have no difficulty in applying the method 
explained for the quintic to any binary form ; in particular it will 
be easily seen that, whereas a form of odd order (2» + 1) always has 
at least one apolar form of order (n + 1), a form of even order 2m 
has not an apolar form of order n unless the determinant formed 
by the coefficients of its nth derivatives with respect to ic, and x^ 



Thus a form of order (2m + 1) can in general be e 
one way as the sum of {n + 1) {2n+ l)th powers, but a form of 
order 27i cannot bo expressed as the sum of n 2nth powers unless a 
certain function of the coefficients — manifestly an invariant — be 
zero. For example, in the sextic 
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there is an apolar cubic only when 



The expression of this as a symbolical form is 
exercise. There must be a linear relation between 

i.e. between »/«i'. h^h^h^, cj'c,c^, d^d^, 
and hence referring to § 179 we must have 

/ = {he) ica) (ah) (ad) (bd) (cd) «,=&,=&, CiC^ii/ 

Interchanging the letters in every 

I = ^'^{bc)(ca)(ab)(ad)(bd)icd) , 

i 6l^ b,% 



And hence the condition is 

{be)' {oaf (aby (adf {hdf {cdf = 0. 

The invariant / is called the catalecticant and it will be easily 
seen that a similar symbolical expression holds for the catalecticant 
of any form of even order. 

188. It has been shewn that when 

j = o 

identically the quintic can in general be expressed as the sum of 
two fifth powers, and in the course of the work we found the 
conditions under which it can be expressed as the sum of a smaller 
number of fifth powers, A similar process would of course apply 
to any form, hut we shall now give a direct answer to the question 
as to what is the smallest number of n,th powers in terms of which 
a given binary w-ic can be expressed*. 

* See Gundemneer. Crelle, Bd. o. 413—424. 



ibie way we find that 


Hi^aa, Oilta^ a./ 




b,%, bA\ V 




Ci%, c,c^\ ci 




d,^d,. d,di, di 





yGoosle 



187-189] APOLARITY 233 

189. If a binary n-ic can be expressed as the sum of r nih 
powers it must have aa apolar r-ic whose factors are all different, 
so in the first pla^e we proceed to find the necessary and sufficient 
conditions that the form should r 



If 7 



- there 



always at least one apolar r 



Suppose, then, that r^^ and that there is an apolar r-ic, 

namely <^. Then <^ is apolar to all derivatives of / whose order is 
equal to or greater than r, and since there are (r + 1) derivatives 
of order n — r, viz. 

371 3'/ ,, V 

dx^' ' dati'^'dXi ' "' dx./ ' 

these cannot be linearly independent. 

Hence there is an identical relation of the form 



'0 ■^" ^ "r "1 5 — ;:~rT r ■ ■ ■ + 'V ^ — ; - 



0; 



on differentiating this r times with respect to tt:-^ and 
(r+1) different ways possible and eliminating the X'i 

d-i iff d'f 

■iff -•rf d'f 



2 in the 



dx^~^dxf 



dXi^~^dx/~ 



8V 



^Y 



5V 



or say 6^=0, 

and it is easy to see that G^ is a covariant of /, 

Conversely when G,- = 

by the well'known theorem of Wronski* there is a linear relation 
between 

By differentiating this we obtain two independent relations 
between the (r + l)th derivatives, three between the (r + 2)th 
* See Appendix II. 
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derivatives and in general (p + l) between the {r + p)th de- 
rivatives. 

Now there are (r + p + 1) derivatives of the {r+p)ih class and 
hence of these only r are Hneai'ly independent. 

Hence in particular there are only r linearly independent 
(w — r)th derivatives and as these are of order r there is one 
form of order r apolar to them and therefore apolar to the form / 

Hence when (?r = there is an apolar form of order r. 

Thus forming the successive covariants 

G„ G„ G„ ..., 

the necessary and sufficient condition, for an apolar r-ic is Gr = 0. 

If Gr-s 4 there is no apolar form of order less than r, for if 
there were any such apolar forms there would be at least one of 
order (r — 1) and G,--i would vanish. 

Hence if Q^ be the first of the covariants G which vanishes the 
lowest order of an apolar form is r. 

Finally if Gr-, 4 0, G,. = there is only one apolar form of 
order r. 

Suppose in fact there arc two apolar forms of order r and that 
for simplicity their factors are all different in both cases. 

Let (a-i + a^a^a), s = l, 2, ..., r 

be the factors of the first, and 

{a., + Aa..), » = 1,2 r 

be the factors of the second, then we have 

therefore there is an identical relation of the type 

Now 2r is less than n. hence by § 178 such a relation is only 
possible when the coefficients of the various nth powers severally 
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vanish ; thus since the «'s are all different and the ^'s are all 
different it follows that either every X and every /j, is zero or else 
for a certain number ( of values of s 



while for other values of k 

Consequently / can be expressed as the sum of t wth powers 
where t<r, hence there is an apolar form of order (. But in this 
ease we must have G^-, — contrary to hypothesis, hence there is 
only one apolar form of order r. 

The reader will easily establish the fact that if there are only 
two apolar r-ics they must have (r — l) common faetoi-s and 
that these factors multiplied together give the apolar (r — l)-ic. 
Further the extension of the above to the case in which two or 
more a's are equal will present no difficulty. 

Cor. Since G^ is the Hessian of/ the necessary and sufficient 
condition that / should be a perfect nth power is that its Hessian 
should vanish identically. 

Es. (i). If / is apolar to ^-then / is apolar to ovcry form having <j> 



Ex. (ii). If a binary form of order n have an apolar c-ie (r < n), then it 
has at least (s+I) independent apolar forma of order r+s. 

Ex. (iii). Shew that the argument of g 188 can be extended to any number 
of binary forms, and construct a table of canonical forms of a simultaneous 
system consisting of a cubic and a quartic. 

Ex. (iv). Shew that in general two forms of oiders n, aad w, caji be 
expressed as linear combinations of powers of ji linear forms if 

3p-2 = }j, + M2 ; 
find the p-ic giving these linear forms and extend the results to any number 
of forms. 

Ex. (v). From the symbolical form of a catalooticant deduce the sym- 
bolioal forms of the covariants G, 

190. We shall conclude this chapter with a few geometrical 
illustrations of the foregoing theory. 
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Binary Quadratics in connection with the Geometry of a Gonic. 
If we have the equations 



^ = (dj^j^ + 2a,iCiiCa + a^w^ 



=/. 



then the point |, t/, ^ lies on a fixed conic. 

The equation of the conic ie easy to find. For the line 

touches the curve when 

Disct- {\f+/j.4> + i-i/r) = 0, 
i.e. if X^h., + ij?i^ + 11=133 + 2^^:23 + 2i'X% ■+ 2V*rj = Oi 
where i^ — (/, ^'f etc. 

This being the tangential equation the point equation ia 

4 in ? ; = 0, 



■hi 






^ V ^ 

or I„^ + I,iv'' + ^s^^+ 2/^7;^+ 2J„^^ + 2I,,^v = 0, 

where /,.s is the minor of Vs in the determinant 



In particular the equation of the conic gives an identical 
relation between three quadratic forms and their invariants. 

191. An immediate inference from the parametric expressions 
for ^, ij, f is that the cross-ratio of the pencil joining a variable 
point P on the conic to four fixed points w, y, z, <o on the curve is 
equal to the cross-ratio of the parameters of those four points, i.e. 

(»»)(") 

For let the equations of two lines through P be X = 0, Y —K) 
and let X + (F=0 be the equation of the line joining P to the 
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point ee on the curve. Then there is an algebraic relation con- 
necting ( with — and since to one value of t corresponds one value 
of — and vice versa we must have 

where A, B, 0, D are constants. 

Hence the cmss-i'atio of four values of t is equal to the cross- 
ratio of the corresponding four values of the parameter - . 

192. In connection with this conic there is a simple corre- 
spondence between binary quadratics and straight lines in the 
plane, for a binary quadratic % equated to zero gives two points 
P, Q on the conic, so that if we make p^ correspond to the line FQ 
when either is given the other is uniquely determined. 

The quadratic x "^^ ^^ written in one way in the form 

and then \^ + fiij + v^—0 is the equation of the corresponding 
straight line. 

Accordingly if the line pass through a fixed point in the plane, 
say ^0. Vo. ?ii, we have 

and ;n; is apolar to (i.e. harmonic to) the fixed quadratic apolar to 



Hence if the line PQ passes through a fixed point T, the 
corresponding quadratic ^ is harmonic to a fixed quadratic r. 

Now the perfect squares apolar to t correspond to lines 
touching the conic, since in this case the points P and Q coincide, 
hence these perfect squares determine the points of contact of the 
tangents drawn from T to the conic. 
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If these points are Jt, S, then the quadratic giving R and S is 
apolar to the square of the linear forms giving Jt and iS respec- 
tively, and since J is apolar to these latter squares, it follows that 
J corresponds to RS, as can be seen in many ways. 

Thus if PQ pass through T, and RS be the polar of T, the 
quadratics corresponding to PQ, RS are harmonic, or in other 
words, when two quadratics are harmonic, the corresponding lines 
are conjugate with respect to the conic. 

This can be easily verified by using the tangential equation 
of the conic. 

Consider a binary quartic representing four points A, B, C, D 
on the conic, and let EG, AD meet in E, CA, BD in F, and AB, 
CD in G. 




Then the quadratic corresponding to the polar of E is harmonic 
to the two quadratics corresponding to AD and BO, i.e. this polar 
meets the conic in two points which are the double points of the 
involution having £, C and A, D for conjugate elements. 

Thus the polars of E, F, G meet the conic in the double points 
of the three involutions determined by the four points A, B,G,D; 
but EFG being a self- conjugate triangle of the conic, the polar 
of E is FG, and the lines EF, FQ for example are conjugate lines 
with respect to the triangle, hence the pairs of double points of 
any two of the three involutions are harmomcally conjugate. 

[This corresponds to the fact that the sextic covariant of a 
quartic can be written as the product of three quadi'atics which are 
mutually harmonic] 
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193. As another example, let us prove that a triangle aud its 
polar triangle with respect to the conic are in perspective. 

Suppose the sides of the triangle A^A^As correspond to the 
quadratics /,, f^, f, respectively, and that the sides of the polar 
triangle B^B^^ correspond to ^i, i^^, 4>3 respectively. Then since 
B^Bf, is conjugate to AAs and A^A^, it follows that ^ is harmonic 
to /a and f^, SO that 0s is the Jacobian of /i and f^,. 

Hence the sides oi B-^B^Bs correspond to 

J.^. J,„ and /,a where /,, = (/^,). 

Now let iJjBj meet A-,As in P,, then the polar of P, is 
conjugate to both these lines, and therefore corresponds to 
{.f,, /,) or to (/„ /„). 

The polars of the analogous points Pj, Pj correspond to 
(/a. <^!i)i (/s. "^la) respectively, and P^, P,, Pj will be collinear 
if their polars are concurrent, i.e. if the quadratics 

are harmonic to the same quadratic. 

To prove that this is so, let us calculate the quadratic hannonic 
to the first two. 

Representing 

f..f,.f:hja.'.b.',c.'. 

we have J^ = (6c) b^Cx, etc. 

= i \(acy bx^ + (bcf aj' - [abf c^^} - \ [{ahf e/ + (6c)= a/ 

-iacyb,"] 
= H"")' 6/ - i (at)' Ci'- 
Similarly 

a, «-!(<.*)■ »,'-i Wo,'. 

and the quadratic harmonic to these two is 

{(acy' b/ - (abf c/, {aby ci — {hcf ai\, 

or {aby {oAif J^ - (acy (bey J^ + {aby (bey j,„ 

or (aby (acy J^ + (baj (bey J^ + {cay (cby J,„ 

and by symmetry this is harmonic to (/s, J,^) also. 
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Thus the polars of P^P^P, meet in a point whose polar 
corresponds to 

A. Jn J,. r, 

^ + -^ + -v^ = 0, 

where i^, = (/a, fiY = {bcf. 

And hence PiP^Ps lie on the straight line corresponding to 
the quadratic 



The reader will find it interesting to shew that the above 
quadratic ma.y he written 

/» /., -Tis ' 
whore the /'s are derived from the is as before. 

Ex. (i). ABC is a triangle inscribed in a conic, and the tangents 
at A, B, C meet W, CA, AB in L, M, ff. Determine the parameters of the 
points in which the polar of L meets the conic in terms of those of A, B, G. 
Hence shew that L, M, N are oolJinear, aaid that the line LMN meets the 
conic in the Hesisian points of ABC, 

Es. (ii). Deduce Pascal's Theorem from the- parametric rcproscntition 
of a conic. 

Ex. (iii). Prove that sis conies can be drawn through four fised points to 
touch a given conic, and that their points of contact are given by the Jacohian 
of the quartics determined by any two conies through the four points. 

194. Twisted Cubic. The relation of the rational cnbic 
space curve to the binary cubic ia exactly the same as that of the 
conic to the binary quadratic. 

The line of argument is similar to that used in the previon.s 



We have 














t- 


-- a,a,f + 3a, «:,■«, 


+ 3as;ci(ra^+(i3«2^ = 


<^J 


-=/ 




^3 = 


•l>.'-<t>. 












f- 


■0.' = +, 












iCT = 


-d.:x. 










and the 


curve : 


represented is a 


, cubic 


bccauBC the 


plane 






H + fri 


+ .t + 


pa = 






meets it 


in tliree points. 
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We have now an exact correspondence between planes and 
binary cubics. If a plane pass through a fixed point T the 
corresponding cubic is apolar to a fixed cubic which determines 
P, Q, U the points of contact of the osculating planes of the cubic 
through T. Cf. 1 192. 

Hence there are three such points, and since a cubic is apolar 
to itself, the plane joining them passes through T. We shall call 
T the pole of the plane PQR; and we observe that when two 
cubics are apolar, each of the corresponding planes passes through 
the pole of the other. 

If TLM be a chord of the cubic through T, then any plane 
through this line is apolar to the cubic giving PQR, so that L, M 
are determined by a quadratic apolar to the cubic, -i.e. by the 
1 of the cubic. 



195. We shall illustrate the above remarks by the discussion 
of an algebraical problem intimately connected with the cubic 
curve. 

The planes passing through a hxed line I correspond to cubics 
of the form 

■where Xj and X^ are variable numbers. We call such a linear 
system of cubics a pencil, and then we see that the Jacobian of 
two members 

X,/, + Xj.„ ^./ + //./. 
of the pencil is 

so that except for a numerical factor it is the same for every pair 
of cubics in the pencil. Hence we may call this quartic the 
Jacobian of the pencil and the question arises — Given a hinary 
quartio J, can. a pencil of cMcs be found of which it is the 
Jacobian t 

To answer this question consider the geometrical meaning of 
the Jacobian with reference to the line I. 

If the cubic \f + X^f 

have a double factor this factor occurs in the Jacobian, because it 
occurs in both 

df , ^ 3/i ^ 3/. 



^g-* 



dx, 



dw.2 



16 
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And further, as the discriminant of a cubic is of degree four 
there are only four members of the pencil which have a double 
factor; therefore the Jacobian of the forms contains these four 
double factors and no others. 

But if a cubic A.,/i + Xa/j 

have a double factor the corresponding plane touches the curve, and 
hence through a given line four planes can be drawn touching the 
curve, and their points of contact are given hy J = 0; in other 
words there are four tangent lines to the curve which intersect a 
given line I, and they are tangents at the points given by 

Now our problem is equivalent to the following : Being given 
the four points of contact, to construct the line I. But the four 
tangents being given there are two lines meeting them, and, as each 
of these corresponds to a pencil of oubics having J for Jacobian, it 
follows that the question is always soluble and that there are two 
solutions which may coincide in particular cases. 

Ex. (i). Prove that three osculating planes and one chord of a cubic can 
be drawn through any point. The chord determines the Hessian of the cubic 
^ving tlie points of contact of the planes, 

Es. (ii). The plane joining the points of coutact of the three osculating 
■planes from a point paeaea through and is called the polar plane of 0. 
If the polar plane of passes through ff the polar plane of O passes through 
and the corresponding cnbics are apolar, 

Ex. (iii). By using line coordinates prove that the tangents to the cubic 
belong to. a linear complex aud that any two planes corresponding to apolar 
cubica meet in a line belonging to this complex. 

Ex. (iv). If a line I belong to the above complex the points of contact of 
the tangents to the cubic which meet I are given by a quartic for which the 
invariant i vaoiahes. In this case the two pencils of cubica having the 
quartic for Jacobian coincide. 

Ex. (v). If two pencils of cubics have the aame Jacobian, then any 
member of the first pencil is apolar to any member of the second pencil. 

196. The twisted quartic. The rational space curve of 
the fourth degree furnishes the most convenient geometrical 
representation of a binary quartic and its concomitants. Suppose 
that 
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is the paramotiic repreaentation of such a curve. Then since 
f, 1}, 'C w are not connected by a linear relation the four binary 
quartics are linearly independent and are therefore all apolar to a 
unique quartic/ which we shall denote by 
a/ = l>x^ = Cx = <ix- 
It is evident that four points on the curve are coplauar when 
and only when the quartic determining their parameters is apolar 
to / — in fact such quartics are linear combinations of ^, ij, f, or. 
Hence the four points a, ^, y, B are coplanar when 

Thus «j;*=-0 gives the four points of superosculation, i.e. the 
four poiots at which the osculating plane contains four consecutive 
points of the cui've. 

Through a point S on the curve can be drawn three osculating 
planes other than that at S and their points of contsict are given by 

uja^ = 0, 
i.e. by the first polar of S. 

By varying S we obtain a pencil of cubics each of which 
determines three points on the curve such that the osculating 
planes at them meet in a point on the curve. 

Now if a member of this pencil have a double factor we have 
two consecutive osculating planes whose line of intersection meets 
the curve, and hence the double factor gives a point the tangent 
at which meets the curve again. But the double factors of 
members of the pencil are precisely the factors of the Jacobian 
of the pencil, which in this case is the Hessian of / Hence 
if = gives four points on the curve the tangents at which 
meet the curve again. 

197. We have still to interpret the sextic covariant which 
gives sis points on the curve. 

For this purpose let us seek for points P, Q on the curve such 
that the osculating plane at P passes through Q and the osculating 
plane at Q passes through P. 

If \, /i are the parameters of P and Q we have 

16—2 
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To eliminate X, we note that from the second equation 

and as X occurs to degree three in the first equation we must use 
three different equations of this type. 
Hence we have 

(ab) (ac) (ad) a^b^'c^'d/ = 
as the equation for /j,. 

Now 
(ab) (ac) (ad) axb^c^^dx' 

= i {ab) a^b^^cM^^ ((ac)= d.^' + (adf c^^ - (cdf a/\ 
= ^2 (ab) (acf a^bjcx' -dj + i {ab) (adya^b^'d^^ . c«' 

— ^(a&)%'6/. (cdYc^^d^ 

-tf. 

where t is the sextic covariant. 

For_/=0 the points P and Q coincide, hence there are three 
pairs of points such that each lies in the osculating plane of the 
other and they are given by the sextic covariant. 

198. We shall now sketch some further investigations con- 
nected with the curve. 

The triple secants of the curve are given by the pencil of cuhics 
apolar to/, so that if one cubic give three points on a triple secant 
and another three points whose osculating planes meet on the 
curve the two cubics are apolar. The two pencils have the same 
Jacobian, as follows from geometry and analysis. 

The four points in which the tangents at the Hessian points 
meet the curve again are given by 

{aby (ac) {bd){cdya^bxc^d^ = 0, 
for the discriminant of their first polars must vanish. 

This reduces to iH-jf=0. 

If 1 = the four points of superosculation are coplanar. If 
j = there is an actual double point on the curve, because in that 
ease f has an apolar quadratic — the quartic is now the complete 
intersection of two quadrics which touch, whereas in general it is 
the partial intersection of a quadric and a cubic. 
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There are two other tangents meeting any given tangent to 
the curve and when j = there exist pairs of chords such that 
the tangents at the extremities of either intersect those at the 
extremities of the other. 

Between the parameters of the points of contact of two 
intersecting tangents there is a symmetrical (2, 2) relation, hence 
by comparison with Poncelet's porism we infer that if one twisted 
polygon with n sides can be circumscribed to the curve there is 
an infinite number of such circumscribing polygons. 

By forming the expressions for the sis coordinates of the 
tangent at any point, which are the Jacobians of the fundamental 
quai-tics taken in pairs, we see that the condition that sis tangents 
should belong to the same linear complex is that the sestic 
determining their point of contact should be apolar to a fixed 
sestic. This fixed sestic can be shewn to be the sextic covariant 
either geometrically or analytically. We can in fact establish the 
following theorem : If two quartics are apolar to a third then their 
Jacobian is apolar to the sextic covariant of the latter. Ex, (ii), 
p. 52. 

The sestic covariant therefore bears the same relation to the 
line geometry of the curve as the fundamental quartic does to the 
point geometry. 

By discussion of the quartics apolar to this sextic the reader 
wilt easily prove that the tangents at four points given by a 
quartic covariant (of the type XiH + fijf) are generators of a 
quadrie. 

Eefereucea to various memoirs of Roye, Eo&aneM ajid others on the subjects 
discussed in this chapter will be found in Meyer's Seric/tte. See also the 
same autlior'a book ApolaritUt vrnd ratumcde Curve. There is an interesting 
paper on the twisted cubic by Sturm in Crell^s Jottrnal, Vol. lxssvi., and a 
s for the twisted quartio in a paper hy Richmond, 
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CHAPTER XII. 

TERNARY FORMS. 

199. In thi^ chapter we shall extend the symbolical notation, 
which has been used throughout for binary forms, to the case 
of forms with a higher number of variables. It may be well to 
remark at the outset that the methods developed up to the 
present are nowhere else so effective as in the case of binary 
forms ; accordingly, while we shall explain at some length the 
notation and methods for ternary forms, we shall content our- 
selves with a very brief indication of the extension to forms with 
four or more variables. 

200. A ternary form in one set of variables Xi, x.^, x-^ will be 
written in the form 

and the summation is of course extended to all possible values 
of the integers p, q, r satisfying this condition. 

In agreement with the symbols previously introduced, we shall 
represent/ by the umbral expression 

(a,Xi + cx.^x.^ + dsx^f = a^", 
so that ajPa^'a/ = Cpj,.. 

Just as before an expression in the a's has no actual {as 
opposed to symbolical) significance unless the total degree in 
the a's is exactly n. To represent forms whose degree in the a's 
is greater than unity, we have to introduce other equivalent 
systems of symbols ^ and 7, so that 

/=«."-&" = 7." ■■■ 
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201. Let na at ouce point out how concisely polar forms 
are represented in this notation ; the rth polar of yiy^^ with 
respect to / is 

in-r)\( e , 3 d Y . 

the numerical factor heing introduced for arithmetical conve- 
nience. 

This expression is 
{n-r) 

i.e. the fth polar is represented by 
Thus for example the equation 



represents a curve of order n, and if i/ be a point on it the equation 
of the tangent at that point is 

Again, the points of contact of the tangents drawn from a 
point y to the curve lie on the lirst polar 

Next let us consider the effect of a linear substitution on a 
form such as f. 

We shall write such a transformation in the form 

a^.^li^i + 'J.^^ + ^i^sl 

a^ = ^jXj + tj^Xi + £:jX3 J 

The effect of this change of variables on a^ is to change 
it into 

or a.tX, + a-X..+ a.X,.. 
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Hence / which is a^'' becomes 

or S —7^-; a^aJJa/XjPX^^X/, where w + o + r = m. 

p'.q'.rl ^ ' ^ -r I 

Thus the coefficient of Xi" is a^" or the result of putting 
the f's for the x's in/, and subsequent coefficients may be deduced 
from this bj means of the polarizing operators 

('■3|+''|.+'-4) ""^ {^•k^hl+^'di) 

operating on the first. 

202. The above will shew how very convenient the symbo- 
lical notation is for dealing with constantly occurring functions 
Kke polars, but, as in the case of binary forms, its great value lies 
in the application to the theory of invariants and covariants. 

Let us recall the significance of these terms especially for 
ternary forms and illustrate them by some examples. 

Suppose that after the application of a linear transformation 
«, = |^Z, + 7)rX,-|-?^Z„ r=l, 2, 3, 

a ternary quantic 

■' ^ piqlri. 

becomes 

then a rational integral function / of the coefficients is said to he 
an invariant when 

I(A„,}.I(a„}M. 

where M depends only on the transformation. 

A covariant of /possesses a similar property, but involves the 
variables as well as the coefficients, and similar definitions apply 
to invariants and covariants of two or more forms. 

After what has been said on the subject in dealing with 
binaiy forms, we need not stop to prove that it suffices to 
consider invariants and covariants which are homogeneous in 
the coefficients of each form involved, and covariants which are 
homogeneous in the variables — further it may be easily proved 
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249 



that the factor M referred to in the definition must be a power 
of the determinant of the transformation, and we shall assume 
henceforth that it is ao. The reader may regard this as a simplifi- 
cation of the definition, or supply the necessary proof on the lines 
of that given for binary forms. See § 24. 

As examples, we may notice that the discriminant 
ahc + 2fgh - ap — bg^ - cIi? 
is an invariant of the ternary quadric 

In this case the power of the determinant which occurs as 
multiplying factor is two. 
Again the Hessian 



3"/ 




iff 




5t 




9l_ 




dn,' 



is a covai'iant of any ternary form /. 

As a further example, the Jacobian of three forms is a covariant 
of the three forms. 

We shall not stop to verify that these expressions actually are 
invariants or covariants as the case may be. They are well known 
in the theory of curves and we mention them here to remind the 
reader that such invariant functions as defined above do actually 
exist. By the use of the symbolical notation we shall be able to 
verify our assertions much more easily, and also to construct any 
number of invariants and covariants. 

203. Just as in the theory of binary forms we denoted the 
determinant 

a. a, I by (.«, 

so now we shall denote 

a, », a, I bj (»/37). 

A A A I 

7i 72 7s 1 
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We are now in a position to enunciate and prove the first 
theorem connecting invariants and symbolical notation, namely : 
Every expression represented symbolically by factors of the type 
(a^'y) is an invariant, and every expression represented by factors 
of the types (a/3y) and axis a covariant. 
For by a linear substitution Oj, becomes 
tx.(X-, + a^X.^ + a^Xs, 
and hence (0:^7) becomes 

I aj a, a^ I i.e. (a0y){^vO- 

^S l^n l^i 
I is Ji Ji I 
So that the expression formed fi-om the new coefficients is equal 
to that formed from the old coefficients multiplied by a power 
of (^^); and the power of (^ij^) that occurs is equal to the 
number of symbolical factors of the type ia0y) that occur in the 



204. The preceding proof, depending only on the way in 
which the symbolical letters occur in the expression under 
consideration, applies equally well to an invariant or covariaiit 
of any number of ternary forms. The only further condition that 
such a symbolical expression should actually represent a covariant 
is that it should have a meaning when expressed in terms of the 
original coefficients, i.e. each symbolical letter must occur to the 
requisite degree in every term in which it appears. It is easy to 
verify that the three examples already given are actually invariants 
or eovariants as the ease may be. 

Thus if 



e by direct multiplication 
(aW=(S±»A7.)'-6 



Since «! =Pi- = 7i =«Mo, etc. 

Thus the discriminant of the ternai'y quadri 



8 an invariant. 
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Again, if we have three forms 



then 



(o/37)..".-'A"--7.'* 



AA".- 



M a/, ?/; 



3/i §^ 
3.1, St, 






which shews at once that the Jacobian is a covai-iant. 

The fact that {a^yf as^^-^~^^'''' represents the Hessian of 
the form f= aj^ = ,Ss" = yj^ may be easily verified in the same way. 
The deduction of the equation of the Hessian from the property 
that the polar conic of any point on it degenerates into two straight 
hnes affords an instructive example of the symbolical calculus. 

The polar conic of the point y„ y^, y, with respect to the 
curve 

/= o^« = ^^" = 7^« = 

is represented by the equation 

and the discriminant of this is 

Hence changing y into x we get the Hessian as the locus 
of points possessing the property in question, 

205. Creometrical Meaning of a Iilnear Transformation. 

To obtain a geometrical representation of ternary forms we naturally 
suppose the variables cb,, ic^, x, to be the homogeneous coordinates 
of a point in a plane referred to a certain triangle. The equation 
to zfiro of a ternary form will then represent a curve in the plane, 
A linear transformation 

«r = ^rX, + 7?,.X, + ^rX„ r = 1, 2, H, 

from two points of view, for if P be the point 



may be ] 
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^i, ^a. % we may either suppose P to be unaltered and the triangle 
of reference changed or we may suppose P to be changed and the 
triangle of reference unaltered, in other words Xi.Xa.Xa maybe the 
coordinates of the original point referred to a new fundamental 
triangle or they may be the coordinates of a new point (into which 
P is changed) referred to the original triangle of reference. 

The general linear transformation as written above can be, in 
fact, represented as a change in the triangle of reference together 
with a multiplication of each coordinate by a suitable quantity — 
the equations of the sides of the old triangle of reference referred 
to the new triangle are Xr = 0, that is 

l,.-^! + ■nrX^ + ?.Z3.= 0, r=l, 2, 3, 

and on solving for X,, X^, Xj in terms of Wi, *a, x^ we can easily find 
the equations of the sides of the new triangle of reference in the 
old coordinates. 

From this point of view, if / be an invariant of a ternaiy 
form /, when / vanishes for one triangle of reference it vanishes 
for any other triangle of reference; that is to say, 7=0 expresses a 
property of the curve itself and not a relation between the curve 
and some particular triangle. 

In like manner the curve represented by a covariant is con- 
nected with the original curve by relations which are quite 
independent of the triangle of reference. 

From the second point of view the point P is changed into a 
point P' by a homographic transformation, i.e. a transformation 
possessing the following properties ; 

(i) any point P is changed into a point P' ; 

(ii) any straight line p is changed into a straight line p'\ 

(iii) if P lies on p then P' lies on p ; 

(iv) the cross-ratio of four collinear points is equal to the 
cross-ratio of the four coiTesponding points ; and the cross-ratio of 
four concurrent straight lines is equal to the cross-ratio of the 
four corresponding lines. 

Of these properties (iv) is the only one we need prove. 

Let ^^i = and p^ = be the equations of two .straight lines and 
p/ = 0, p-^ = the equations of the corresponding lines, then 
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pi+Xpi'^O corresponds to Pi + Xpi = for all i 
inasmuch as the cross-ratio of the four lines 



Pi + KPi = 0, r=l, 2, 3,4 
^ ~ 7^ — -■■./-■' ~,\ the result follows at once. 

Again, suppose that a figure in one plane is projected into 
another plane and that P' is the projection of P, then if x^, w,, x^ 
be the coordinates of P referred to a fixed triangle in the first 
plane and J',, X^, Xg be the cooi'dinates of P' referred to a 
triangle in the second plane, it is very easy to see that «,, x^, % 
are linear functions of Xj, X^, X, and vice versa. On the con- 
nection between projection and linear transformation see § 157. 

Thus projection affords an example of lineai' transformation 
and in this case the four properties enunciated above are self- 
evident. 

Hence if I be an invariant of a form /, then / = expresses 
a property of the curve /=0 that is unaltered by any homo- 
graphic transformation and in particular by projection. A like 
remark applies to the connection between a covariant curve and 
the original curve — it is undisturbed by projection. 

206. The connection between these two different points of 
view ia interesting. 

The linear transformation 

X,^l,S, + nrX,+ ^rX, 

leaves three points of the plane unaltered in general. In fact to 
find the points whose position is unchanged we have merely to 
put X,. = f)ai^ in the equations above and then elimination of «i,a:s,a:j 

gives a cubic for - , viz. 



t.. 
f., 



-0. 
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111 general this equation has three unequal roots and to each 
root corresponds a single determination of the ratios w-, : .x^ : x,. 
If we take the triangle formed by these three points for triangle 
of reference the linear transformation takes lihe simple form 

And hence in general by a suitable choice of the triangle of 
reference a linear transformation can be reduced to this form in 
which the coordinates are only multiplied by constants. 

Ex. (i). Prove that by suitably ciioosing the coordinate system ariy four 
points niay be reduced to the form 

And hence prove that a lineaj transformation can be found which changes 
y,ny four points into four given points. 

Ex. (ii). Given four points and their four cori-esponding points, shew that 
the point corresponding to any fifth point can be conatruoted by means of the 
ruler only, (Use the cross-ratio property.) 

Ex. (iii). Hence or otherwise shew that any linear trajiaformation is 
equivalent to a ruler construction, 

Ex. (iv). If the linear transformation leave an isolated point and every 
point on a fixed line unaltered, shew that the equation of § 206 has a double 
root which is a root of every first minor. Give an equivalent geometrical con- 
stmction in this case. 

207. Starting with the definitions of invariants and covariants 
already given we might proceed to prove that every invariant and 
covariant can be represented symbolically in the form indicated 
in a previous theorem, and then go on to develop a theory of 
invariants and covariants as far as possible on the lines of binary 
forms. However it is essential to remember that the real and 
primary importance of such a theory lies in its application to 
geometry, and as in geometry line coordinates and tangential 
equations occur quite at the beginning of the analytical ex- 
position, we are led here to introduce line coordinates as well as 
point coordinates from the first. Indeed it is not difficult to shew 
on purely analytical grounds that line coordinates are essential for 
the proper treatment of the algebraical questions' that arise ; such 
an explanation together with a comparison with the theory of 
binary forms will be given later. 
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The equation of a straight line being 

liliKi + U^Xi + «3«3 = 0, 

Wj, M^, Ms are as usual called the coordinates of the line, Following 
Clebsch it is preferable to regard the equation just written as 
neither the point equation of the line nor the line equation of the 
point, but as the condition that the line (wi, ^(a, Wj) and the point 
(Xi, Xi, scg) should bear a certain relation to one another. 

The first fact to notice about {21,, Wj, 1(3) is that they are 
contragredient to «!, x^, x^, for if Wi, %, u^ become U„ U^, U^ and 
Xi, Wi, ccs, become X^, X^, X,, then 

?(,fl:,+ KsiCj + ifja'a muet become UiXy+ 1/2X3+ U3X3, 
which is precisely the condition for contragredience (§ 39). 

Further, the m's being contragredient to the te's are cogredient 
with the a's, and in fact by the linear transformation of § 201 we 
see at once that w, becomes wj, u^ becomes w, and % becomes u^. 

It is now evident that by a linear transformation the factor 
(ajS») merely becomes itself multiplied by the determinant of 
transformation, so that every form whose symbolical expression 
consists exclusively of factors of the types 

(ufiyl (o^»). «, 
possesses the property of invariance. 

There are four classes of such invariant functions. 

(i) Containing neither ic's nor w's. These as already mentioned 
are called invariants. 

(ii) Containing a/s but not u's. These are covariants. 

(iii) Containing u's but not x's. These are new introductions 
and are called contra variants, 

(iv) Containing both it's and w's. These are called mixed 
concomitants. 

Further there is the identical invariant form u^ which does 
not contain the coefhcients of the original forms at all. 

The degree to which the coefficients occur in a given invariant 
form is called simply its degree, the degree in the x's is called its 
order and the degree in the w's is called its da,s3. 
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Examples of invariants and eovariants have already been 
ven. 
As an example of a contravariant we may mention 

'^11(1 "^1120 "^11 "a 
fioi ^ou ^hm ^ 
M, «j M, 

as a contravariant of the conic. In fact equated to zero it 
represents the line equation, and the reader may verify by direct 
multiplication that it is equivalent to 

(«/3«)', 
and therefore actually is an invariant form. 

As an example of calculation similar to that given for the 
Hessian consider the locus of a point whose polar conic with 
respect to the cubic 

touches a given straight line u. 
The polar conic of the point 1/ is 

a,X = ^.^^. = 0, 
and the condition that this should touch the given line is 

Thus the equation of the required locua is 

This is a mixed concomitant of the cubic. Equated to zero it 
represents the point equation of a curve when the u's are taken as 
constants, viz, the point equation of the locus mentioned. When 
the x's are taken to be constant it represents the line equation of 
a curve, viz. the line equation of the polar conic of the point w. 

Similar remarks apply to mixed concomitants in general, 

208. Principle of Duality. The fact that the condition 
that a straight line whose equation is a^ = should pass through 
a given point is symmetrical in the coordinates of the line and the 
point leads to an important remark. For if the proof of any 
theorem relating to a figure containing m straight lines and n 
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lont tl u t a naUt I f ii t! eu by te cl ^ ^ 
I t an 1 line c i nates th ougho t the vest gat n e obt, n 
a CO relat e theo a f st -a ^ht I ne? and po nt — f a the 
fa st hgu e o e of the st a gbt 1 e pa through one f the p ts 
th n tl e second h^" ^ ^^^ " ^^1 '^'^^ pi nt he n th 
e e poni ng stra ght In It a t be clea ly un le stoo 1 that 
Sii h theo ens as are he c tempi tei deje d onlj on I s 
I S3 ng th o gh po nts ai I jjo t ly ng 1 e o th t the 

[ oceaa 3 exa tl) analogous to the e p o at on ot de pt e 
piopeities. NatuidUj we can pass to point Ictci and hne envelopes 
by the introduction of an infinite number of points and lines into 
the figures. 

A fuller explanation of this principle of duality will be found 
in works on geometry, but the above will suffice as an indication 
of some general ideas which will underlie much of our subsequent 
work, especially on the theory of two conies. 

Es. (i). Shew that in every case the theorem dual to a given one may be 
obtained by reciprocating the given one (supposed descriptive) with respect 
to a conic. 

Es. (ii). If D, E, F be three points in the sides BG, CA, AB of a triangle, 
aad AB, BE, OF be concurrent, then the lines EF, FD, DE meet BC, GA, 
AB respectively in three collinear points. What is the dual theorem ! 

209. Methods for transforming symbolical expressions. 

As in the case of binary fonns there are two different methods by 
which a symbolical expression may be transformed ; 

(i) the interchange of equivalent symbols, 

(ii) the use of identities among elementary symbolical ex- 
pressions. 

As an illustration of (i) we may notice that for the ternary 
quadratic stj,^ = /3a;° = etc. the mixed concomitant {aSu)ax^x 
vanishes identically. 

In fact, we have 

since a, ^ are equivalent and 

by the properties of detorjiiinants, hence {n/3«() a^ySa = 0. 
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The fundamental identity for ternary forms is 

i^jB) a, - (7S«) /3, + (S«^) 7. - {«8y) K = 0, 

deduced from 

; a, /3, 7i Si ; = 0. 
I as ;8= 72 S, I 

I «3 A 73 Sj I 

' «:« ^^ 7^ 4 ! 

On replacing S by m 

(^7«,) a^ - {7«a) ^^ + (mm/3) 7^ = (a^7) «« 
or {^7") a:r + (7"w) iS^ + (aySw) 7^ = (a;37) u^ , 

an easily remembered result. 

Again, if in the first identity on replacing x by (e^), i.e. 
1^1, x^, a% by e,?s-ea£',, egfi-e.fs, fi^'s-e^^', 
respectively, we deduce 

(«/37) (Ssf) - (««« (,.f ) + (7Sa) (*!:)- (^78) ("t) = 0. 
Another important identity is 

where «i, Wa, Mj are the coordinates of the line joining the points 
w and y so that 

In exactly the same way we have 

v^we — VffWa = {a^x), 
where ic is the point of intersection of the lines v and w. 
Es. For the ternary quadratic a;,^=/3/=etc. shew that 

(n^M)(a7«)A7. = i(a3«)^y.^-iK<.(37)^«/ 

210. We now come to the fundamental theorem in the 
present calculus, namely, that every invariant form can be re- 
presented symbolically by three types of factors, viz. 

(»« («l3u) and .. 
together With the identical invariant form v^. 
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Some preliminary observations will enable us to simplify the 
proof. 

In fact an invariant form containing the it's may be regarded 
as a pure covariant of the original form or forma together with the 
linear form 

and hence if the theorem be proved for any number of ground 
forms for concomitants in which the w's are absent the general 
case follows at once by adjoining a linear form to the original 



Let us then proceed to prove the theorem for invariants and 
■CO variants. 

In the proof we need two lemmas regarding the operator CI 
denoted by 



at. 


sT. 


3f. 


3 


3 


3 


s„ 


3% 


^Vs 


3 


5 


3 


3f. 


55 


sr, 



which is the natural extension to three variables of the operator 
so important in the binary theory. 

211. I. // D denote the determinant 

I. I, 6 

Vi V-i Vi 

f. f. r. 

then fflf^ is a numerical multiple of D"~'', where n, r are 
positive integers and r'^n. 

This result can be proved for j- = 1 by straightforward 
differentiation and then the general result follows. We may 
shorten the proof by using properties of the minors of the 
determinant. 

For a moment denote the i 
of Ci by Z„ etc. 



r of ^1 by X„ that of vi hy 7,, 
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Then 

Hence 

n(n-r)D''-^{Y,Z,-Y,Z,) + 2nD»-'^, 

and Y,Z,-Y,Z, = ^iD 

by the properties of minors, hence 

Consequently 

and adding to this two like terms we have 
nZ)» - »(» + 1) (1. - 1) -D— (f,X, + f,X, + f.jr.) + 3« (n + I) !)•-' 
.n(n + l)(n + 2)I>'-', 
since 

Operating with H again we have 

nW' = {n-l) n' {n + ly (n + 2) D«-\ 

and proceeding in this way we see that D,''D" is a numerical 
multiple of i)""^ and, in particular, 11" i> is a numerical constant. 
The reader will find it instructive to extend this property of 
the operator fl to four or more variables. 

212, II. If S be a product of m factors of the type a^, 
n factors of the tyjye 0,,, and p factors of the type yj, then 
D,''S is the siMn of a number of terms each containing r factors 
of the type (a/S-y), m — r factors of the type a(,n — r of the type /3, 
and p — r of the type y^. 
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The proof of this result is exactly similar to that of tho 
corresponding theorem in binary forma. In fact let S = PQ.R, 
where 

the sum being taken for 

^ = 1, 2, ... m; 

i' = l, 2, ... n; 

7r=l, 2, ...p. 

Writing down all six such terms and adding we have 

P 
which proves the theorem for r = 1 , since — -r contains m — 1 factors, 

and so on. 

Now CI has no effect on a factor (a^y), hence applying the 
same result to each term in li.S we obtain the result for r=2 
and so on for any value of r. In pai-ticular if r = m = n = p the 
result is expressed exclusively in terms of factors of the 
type (a&j). 

213. Our proof that any invariant or eovaiiant can be repre- 
sented by factors of the two types 

(«^7). ". 
follows exactly the lines of the second proof of the corresponding 
theorem for binary forms. As the proof is exactly the same for 
any number of forms, we give it explicitly for one only. 
First suppose that 1(a) is an invariant of the form 

Sttjigr — j— j — f ^x^ici, 

then if 2.iljor — ; — i — ; X^XfiXJ be the transformed expression, we 
'^^ p\q\r\ '■ 

I(A) = I(a).(^vO'^ identically. 
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Now express the left-hand side of this equation in symbols. 
We have 

aptjr^a/'-ii^a/, and hence Ap^=a^^a,,'^a^''. 

Thus on the left we have the sum of a number of terms. Each 
contains w factors of the type a|, vj of the type a„, and w of the 
type ttf. 

Hence operating on both sides of the equation with fl™, the left- 
hand side becomes an aggregate of terms each made up entirely 
of factors of the type (a/Sy) and the right-hand side is a numerical 
multiple of I{a), so that we have expressed T(a) in the required 
manner. 

The proof for a covariant is similar in form to the above, 
but as in the case of hinary forms, a little care is necessary. 
Of course, here as always, we confine ourselves to covariants that 
are homogeneous in the variahles Wj, is^, le-i. 

Suppose that C(a, x) is a covariant of order m, then by 
definition 

C{A,X) = {^'>,KT^G{a,x). 

Now on solving the equations of transformation 
a^, = f,Xi-^)j,Zs+fiX3, etc. 
we have 

On replacing iCj by {v^vh — I's^'s). ^^ V ("s'^'i - ^i^a) ^'^^ ^^ % 
{v^w^ — v^Wi) — a set of equations which may be written a: = {vw) — 
we have 



Zi = 



-^^, 



' (ftO "' 

Again, Apg^ = afa^'ia.^^', and hence on substituting for the 
^'9 and k's their values as given above in C {A, X), and 
multiplying across by (|^?)™' *li^ left-hand side becomes an 
aggregate of products of factors having the suffixes ^, tj, ^, and the 
right-hand side becomes (|)?0"^"' ^ '^(<*» '")■ Moreover each tenn 
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on the ieft-haod side Eiust contain (w + m) factors with each 



Now if we operate on the left-hand side once with fl, we 
obtain an aggregate of terms each containing one deter minantaJ 
factor and (w + m — 1) factors with each sufEx. 

The determinantal factors are of three types : 
(0 (M3l), 
(ii) (aOTii) = a^, 

(iii) <"0«), 

where the first two are of the form we require in the result, 
but the third is not. 

Now a term involving a factor (a^ii) must have arisen from 
operating with H on a term containing a factor such aa a^^^v^ 
and this term must therefore contain a further factor w„ (or w^). 
Accordmgly let the term be in the original expression 

then from the mode in which v and w occur in the 
the left-band side there must also be present a term 

- (?a|^,w,Wf , 
and on operating with H this gives 

-G(«/3w)^„ 
whereas the former term is 

But by the fundamental identity 

(a0v) w„ + (I3tvv) a, -i- {wm) ^, = (wa^S) «, 
or (a^v) w, - (ci^w) v^ = {^vw) a, - (avw)^, = ^^^„ 
and the sum of the two tenns mentioned is 



(?(/3^«, 



aA)- 



Thus although factors like {ajBv) do appear esplicitly after 
operating with O, the terms containing them may be paired in 
such a way that the aggregate may be expressed entirely in terms 
of factors of the types (a/Sy) and a^ together with factors having the 
suffixes ^, V), or f. 
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Hence if we operate with D,, w + m times on the left and 
transform at each step as indicated above, we finally have an aggre- 
gate of terms each containing (w -f m) factors of the types (a^y) 
and ttj only ; also after performing the same operations on the 
right-hand side, we are left with a numerical multiple of C(a, £c). 
We have therefore expressed the covariant as an ^gregate of 
terms each of which is the product of a number of factors of the 
types (aSy) and Kx, and since the order must be m, it follows 
that in each tenn there are iv factors of the type (a^y) and m of 
the type a^. 

214. Leading Coefficients of Concomitants. In g 33 it was 

shewn that a covariant of a binary form could be deduced from its leading 
coefficient; we aliaO in what follows consider the esteasion of this idea to 
ternary forms, but as the results are easily obtained and not necessary for 
present purposes our remarks will be somewhat brief; the reader who 
desires further information is referred to a memoir by Forsyth, Am. Journal 
of Mathematics, 1889. 

If a mixed concomitant be of class m' and order Ji', the coefficient of 
*,"'«,'"' is called the leading coefEcient, 

Given the concomitant, the leading coefficient is unique of course, but the 
reverse is not true, because if we multiply a concomitant by any power of u^ 
we obtain another concomitant with the same leading ooeffioient. 

However, save as to a power of Ux, a concomitant can be found when its 
leading coefficient is given, as we proceed to shew. 

The leiiding coefficient is an aggregate of products of factors of the types 

and on replacing a, by 0^, 

a, by «„ 
"3 by a„ 

and so on, the above factors become 

(i^SrJj^,, («^»), ... 
I'espeotively, where u=i^z). Of. § 209. 

The symbolical substitution is equivalent to replacing the coefficient 

S(^£T(.£)'- 

so that if in a leading coefficient ive replace a^r by the value just given we 
obtain the corresponding concomitant multiplied by a power of u^ — tho ex- 
ponent of Mr is in fact equal to the number of factops of the tj'pe {afiy) that 
occur in the symbolical expression of tho concomitant. 
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Hence, as in binary forme, it follows that " If there be an identical relation 
between a number of leading coefficients, the same relation exists among the 
corresponding coni,c mitants ' 

We lei\e the reader to e'jtahlish this in the Iinea ot ^ 33 , the con- 
comitante correspouding to the vinous leading coefficients muit he chosen 
BO as to mahe the wholp expieasion of unifonn older and class. 

On multiphcation h\ a sufficiently hi^h powei ot c^ % i,oncomitant can be 
completely exprBoeed bj means of factors of the typea (d/3m) and a^ 

The leading coefficient can therefore be expressed in terras of factors of 
the types 

(n^fSa-asft) and u,. 

It follows immediately that the leading coefficient is an invariant of the 
biliary forms 

(oa^a+i^^a)". ("a^^^j + ns^s)""' "i> (asa:i + i's»s)a,"-\ 

which are n in number. 

These binary forms are the coefficients of the various powers of «, in the 
original ternary form, hence they can be obtained at once fVom /. 

This is the fundamental result of Forsyth on algebraically complete sets 
of ternariaots and from it readily flow all the results in the memoir cited. 
Similar methods may be applied to obtain the results of another paper of 
Forsyth's*. 

215. We shall now explain an important principle due fco 
Clebsch whicii establishes a connection between the invariants of 
binary forms and the contravariants of ternary forms. To facilitate 
the discussion we shall commence with a special case. 

Suppose we require to find the condition that the line Mi = 
should touch the conic a/ = bx^=0. Let the points on the line be 
y-iViyi aid z-iZiZi, so that 

M, : M, : M, = y^Zi ~ y^z^ ■ y^z, - y^z^ : y,z^ - y.s,. 

The coordinates Wj, x^, x^ of any point on this line are of the 
form 

^iy, + ^^z„ liS-E + ^s^a, fiy» + ?22s. 
aid ^2 , fa may clearly be regarded as the coordinates of a variable 
point on the line referred to the points y and z as base points. 

We have 

* See London Hath. Soc. Proc, IS38. 
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and the points in which the line meets the conic are given by 
(%f, + o.f,)- = (i,£, + i.f,)'-... = 0. 

As the line touches the conic this expression regarded as a 
quadratic 01^^ = ^^^—.., in f must have its invariant {a/Sf zero. 

Hence {Oyh — a^byf = 0, 

and by an identity already given 

(%6j — a^by) = (obit) ; 

hence we have (abuy = 

as the required condition. 

Es. If the line m,=0 cuts the conies a^^^O, b^^ = in harmonic points, 
prove that (ahu)^=^0. 

Thus when the points on the line satisfy the invariant relation 
(a/3)^= 0, the line satisfies the relation {abuf = 0. 

This principle is true in general, that is to say, in order to 
pass from the invariant relation satisiied by the points in which 
the line meets any number of curves to the condition satisfied by 
the coordinates of the line, we have merely to change every factor 
of the type (a/S), in the expression of the binary invariant, into a 
factor (afrit). 

The pi'oof is very simple — suppose the equations of the curves 

Sj,™ = 0, 6a," = 0, etc., 
and that y, z are two points on the line, then the points in which 
the line meets the curves are given by the binary forms 

(%|i + azU"^ = 0, (&j,^, + t^^O" = 0. etc. 
But an invariant of these forms is expressible in terms of 
factors of the type 

{aybi — a^by) 
entirely, and inasmuch as 

ttyb; — a^by — {ahu) 
the result follows at once. 

Thus, knowing the discriminant of a binary form of order n, we 
can find the tangential equation of a curve of the ?ith degree, for 
the discriminant being equated to zero gives the condition that 
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two points of ntersection should coincide, and in this case the 
line touches the curve; e.g. the discriminant of a binary cubic 
being 

{ahf {ac) (bd) (cdf, 

the tangential equation of the curve 

Ox^ = &/ — cj = rf^:* = 
is (abuy (acu) (bdu) {cdwf = 0. 

216. The principle can be extended to covariants and mised 
concomitants, as we shall explain by an example. 

A line Mk = cuts two conies ((^' = 0, &/ = in pairs of points 
PQ, RS; to find the pair of points harroonic to both P, Q and 
R, S. 

We know that the pair of points harmonic to those given by 
cjs = 0, 0f = 0, 
are given by equating the Jacobian («/S)af^| to zero. 

Now if ii be thejoinof the points)/ and s, then fi, ^9 are given by 
(«,f. + (i,6)'-0, (»,f, + 6.{,)--0, 
hence the common harmonic pair are given bj^ 

(oyh - a-zhy) {ay^, + «..f,) (hyt + h^-) = 0, 
or they satisfy {a,hu) aj)x = 0, 

and are therefore the points in which this conic meets the given 
line. 

The extension to covariants in general will now be sufficiently 
obvious. 

217. There are also dual methods which enable us to deter- 
mine, for example, the locus of a point such that the pencils of 
tangents drawn from it to a number of fixed curves possess a 
given projective property. 

After the' study of a simple example it will be easy for the 
reader to enunciate and prove the necessary theorems. 

Let us find the locus of a point such that the pairs of tangents 
drawn from it to two conies 

V = 0, V = 0, 
are harmonically conjugate. 
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If any two lines through the point are v^ — O, Wa, = 0, then the 
coordinates of a variable line through it are 

where ^j, fj may be regarded as the coordinates of a variable line 
in the pencil. 

The tangents to the two conies are given by the binary 
quadratics 

{u,a, + u,Ci., + u,«,y, or (^,?, + W,?,)' = 0, 

and (»fl^:+WA?2)^ = 0. 

And since these are harmonic 

(v^ws-VfiW^y = 0, 
but Vaiv^ — Vfiw^ = (a^w), 

where x is the point of intersection of the lines v and w. 

Hence the required locus is 

If a and are equivalent symbols, this gives the point equation 
of the conic whose tangential equation is 
uj = Uff^ = 0. 

Ex. (i). Prove that if thiise binary qiiadratics a^\ b^, e^^ ure in involution, 
then (aS) (be) (ca) — ; deduce the locus of a point such that tfie tangents from 
it to three conies form a pencil in involution, and state the correlative 
theorem. 

Es. (ii). Interpret the envelope loci {abiif=0, {abuf{bcuf(eauy=0 in 
connection with the quartic curve <i~^=hx^=C:c*='^t shew that the inflexional 
tangents touch each of the above curves, and are therefore in general com* 
pletely determined as tlte coaunon tangents. 

Ex. (iii). A straigKtline p meets a cubic curve in P, Q, R, shew that 
(i) there are two points H, H' on the line such that their polar couies 
touch the line ; 

(ii) the polar conic of // touches the line in H' and that of H' touches 
the line in .ff; 

(iii) H and H' ai-e the Hessian points of F, Q, S; 
(iv) if p pass through a fixed point y the locus of H and H' is the 
quai-tic obtained by putting ti-^{xi/) in [a6u)2((a,6): = 0; 

(v) the equation of the quartic is /P-C^ = 0, where /=0 is the 
cubic, the first and P the second polar of y. 
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218. Quaternary Forms. The general quaternary form of 

order n is 

^ . ^:_ ^ p/f. ix^x ' 

p]q:r\s\ ' ' 
where p + q + r + s^n. 

In accordance with the methods used in this work, we write 
this in the umbval form 

and this in turn we denote by aJK 

To represent expressions of degi-ee higher than unity in the 
coefficients, we have to introduce equivalent symbols yS, 7, etc., 
so that 

/=«/ = ^." = 7." = eta 

Denoting the determinant 

■ &y 0. 0, A : 

7i J". Ts 7* ■ 
I Si 8s S, 8, \ 
by (a.0yB) and extending the definitions of invariants and co- 
variants, we can shew that every expression completely represented 
by factors of the type (a^yB) is an invariant, and every expression 
represented by factors of the types (a/37fi) and a^ is a covariant ; 
of course in a symbolical expression each symbol must occur to 
degree n. 

Then using plane coordinates u, such that 
Wi«i + u^ + u^x, + u^x^ = 
is the equation of the plane u, we have mixed concomitants 
containing the three types of factors 

«„ (a/37S). io^^yu). 
Finally, introducing a second plane v, we have a more compre- 
hensive type of mixed concomitant expressed by factors of the 
four types 

a.r, {o-&yv), {ajSyu), (a0uv). 

There is no need to introduce a third set of plane coordinates w, 
because 

(auvtv) 
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is 1-ealIy of the form a.t, where x is the point of intersection of the 
planes .., ., «.. 

The reader will not have more than purely algebraical diffi- 
culties in extending the methods of §§ 211, 212 to four variables. 

219. In illustration of the foregoing we may mention that if 

be a quaternary quadratic, then 
(i) (a0jBf is its discriminant ; 

(ii) {affyuf = is the condition that the plane u should 
touch the quadricy=0; 

(iii) {a^uvy = is the condition that the line of intersection 
of the planes u and v should touch the quadric ; 

(iv) {awow'f = is the condition that the point of intersection 
of the three planes u, v, and w should be on the quadric. 

220. It is clear that when any invariant form expresses a 
relation of a projective nature between a straight line in space 
and a surface, factors of the type 

<,„ffm) 
must occur in its symbolical form, because the straight line is 
given in the first place as the intersection of two planes, which 
are u and v in this case. 

It is easy to see that 
the sis quantities 



are called the six coordinates of the line of intersection of the 
planes u and v. It can be verified that they are altered in the 
same ratio, when instead of the planes «, v we take any other two 
planes through the hne. 

Further, if x, y be any two points on the line, the quantities 

'Sii/i-ie^i. X^i~^4!fi, "hyt-^iVi, ■«53/a-'^3^2, x-jj,-X,y-i, ^i^a-ic^i 
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are altered all in the same ratio, when instead of x 
other points on the same line. 
Finally, from the equations 

U^ = 0, Uy =0, V^=- 0, Vy = 0, 

it follows that 

xnji — x^i = p {ti^Vg — ii^v^) = pi4 , 

a^. -'e^s = P (uio^ -ii'0,)=PM, 
'CsJ/s - 3^2 = /3 ('*i*'4 - M^fi) = 

^^1 -^>=P («(2l'. - "4V2) = 
^1^3 -^l = P (Mi''4 - "4%) = 

in other words, that the six coordinates of a line are either the s 
determinants of the array 



*4 



or those of the aiTay 



y-. y^ 






The expression {a/3uv) is written (a^p) for convenience, hut 
it must not be confused with the similar expression for a three- 
rowed determinant, 

The discussion of concomitants involving line coordinates is 
complicated by the existence of the relation 

P^Pi4 + PsrPu + P-aPit = 
between the six coordinates of a line. 

221. As a simple illustration of the use of the above methods, 
we shall take the extension of the principle of Clebsch explained 
in § 215. 

To explain this extension we take a particular problem, viz. 
to find the condition that the plane Ma, = should touch the 
quadric surface represented by 

Let X, y, z be three points in the plane, then any other point 
{Xj, Xa, X3, Xj) in the plane is given by 

X, = %,x.,. + ^,y... + ^,Zr. r = 1 , 2, 3, 4, 
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and li, 1^2,1^3 may be regarded as the coordinates of (Xi,Xi,Z3,X4) 
in the plane referred to x, y, z as fundamental triangle. 

Now k<L,X., = a^l, + «^|, + o.f., 

hence the equation of the conic in which the plane meets the 
quadric may be written 

(«=:?. + «.?, + =*.?0^=0- 

If the plane touch the quadi'ic, this conic must he a pair of 
straight lines ; the condition for this is 

' «^ a, a, p = 0, 

j /3. 8y A 

I 7>i 7y 7; I 
and inasmuch as the determinant here written is equal to 

the condition required is 

(affryiiy = 0. 

The reader will have no difficulty in applying the same 
method to find the envelope of a plane cutting a surface in a 
curve which has a definite projective property, of which the 
invariant equivalent is given. 

222. We can in like manner solve problems leading to line 
coordinates, e.g. to find the condition that a line should cut the 
quadrics 

a^' = 0, ^/ - 0, 

in pairs of points harmonically conjugate. 

Let X, y be two points on the line, then any other point X 
is given \>y 

X, = fa^. + |^., r= 1,2,3,4, 

and ax = «jji + oiy^^, 

so that the quadratics giving the ratio in which the line is divided 
by the quadrics are 
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The condition that the pairs should be harmonically conjugate is 

or {a^pf = 0, 

where j) is a typical coordinate of the line. 

The construction of other examples and the discovery of the 
dual principles mil be easy for the reader who has grasped the 
corresponding results relating to temaiy forms. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

TERNARY FORMS (continued). 

223. In this chapter we shall give some further theorems 
relating to ternary forms; mainly such as arise in obtaining the 
irreducible systems in the simpler cases. In connection with 
Hilbert's proof of Gordan'a theorem it has already been remarked 
that this proof can be extended without much difficulty to the 
case of ternary forms; we are therefore certain that for any number 
of such forms the irreducible system is finite, i.e. there exists a 
finite number of invariant forms in terms of which all others can 
be expressed as rational integral algebraic functions. But although 
the existence of the finite system is thus established, no clue 
is given as to the method of discovering such systems and, as a 
matter of fact, very little is known in this branch of the subject. 
The more important complete systems known up to the present 
are those for one, two* and threef ternary quadratics, that for a 
single ternary cubicj form, and quite recently Gordan has given the 
complete system for two quaternary quadratics^. 

224. In his paper on the ternary cubic Gordan gave a syste- 
matic method of searching for all irreducible forms by proceeding 
from those of degree r — 1 to those of degree r in the manner of 
Chapter V. ; in any but the simplest cases the application of this 
method requires uncommon skill and patience. The reader will 
find an introductory sketch of the method at the end of this 
chapter; we shall content ourselves with obtaining the complete 
systems for one and two quadratics by an elegant and ingenious 

- Cleteoh, Geoni^trie. p. 174. 
t Ciamberliui, Battaglim, Vol. xsiv. 
J Gordau, Math. Aim., Band i. 
§ Math. Ann., Band i,vi. 
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process, aiao due to Gordan, which has been applied with success 
to three, and would probably be equally successful in dealing with 
any number of, quadratics. The complete systems are in all eases, 
except for linear forms or one quadratic form, so large that any 
method for their discovery will involve a great deal of laboiir. 

Es. (i). For a single linear form a^ the complete system is a^. 

Ex. (ji>. For two linear forma a^ and h^ the complete system is 
a^, 6j„ {abu). 

Ex. (iii). For any number of linear forms a^, 6j, Cj, ... the complete 

(a) Porms of the typo a^, 

(j3) Contravarianta of the type (abu), 

(y) InTariants of the type (ale). 
These results all follow immediately from the symbolical e:jpreaaions for 
invariant forms. Cf. § 84. 

225. One Quadratic Form. Let the form be 

f=ax= hx^ = Cx = etc., 
then the typical invariant factors are 

(ahd), (abu), a^, 
and there ai'e three invariant forms 

{abcf, (abu)', a^ ; 
we proceed to shew that these constitute the complete irreducible 
system. 

1. Any invariant form P containing ike factor (abc) can he 
transformed so as to contain the factor (ahc)\ 

First suppose that no two of the letters a, b, c occur again in 
the same factor, then 

P = (ahc) OpbgCr M, 

where M docs not contain a, h or c, and 

p = {de), {du) or a; etc. 
Hence by interchanging a, b, c in all possible ways 

6P = {abc)M(aphjGf — apbrCq — a^bpCr + aqbrCp — OrbqCp + a,rhpCi^ 
— (abc) M(abc) (pqr), 
= [ahof M ipqr). 

18—2 
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Thus P iuvolves the factor (ohcf whicb is an invariant, hence 
the other factor must be an invariant form* and P is therefore 
reducible. 

Secondly, suppose that 

P = {ahc){abp)c^N, 
where p = d or u, 

q = (de), (du) or x. 
Then ZP = (abc) N {(abp) Cq + {bop) a^ + (cap) bq] 
= (abc) N {abc) pq 
= (_ahcfRpq, 
and as before it follows that P is reducible. 

Thus any form containing the ttctor {abc) is redvicible, and we 
may neglect such forms in future. 

II. A form Q containing the factor (abu) ccm be etepressed in 
terms of forms coniainiTig the factor (abuf and reducible forms. 

Rejecting forms containing factors of the type (cde), we have 
the three following possibilities : 

(i) Q = (abu) (acu) (bdu) M, 
(ii) Q = {abu){acu)b^M, 
(iii) Q = {abu)aJ}^M. 
As regards (i), on interchanging a and b, 

2Q = (abu) M [(acu) (bdu) + (cbu) (adii)} 
= {alm)M{-(bau){cdti)] 
= (afijs)' (cdu) M. 
and Q is reducible. 

(ii) Here 

2Q = (abu) M {(acu) bn — (bcu) a^] 

= (ahu) M {(abu) Cx - (abc) Ms) 

= (abtif Mcx - (abc) % (abu) M, 

and the latter part is reducible because it contains the factor (abc). 

Thus again Q is reducible. 

* We &hall return to this poiat lat«, see § 220. 
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(iii) In this case Q vanishes, as we see by interchanging 
a and b. 

Now every symholical expression representing an invariant 
form contains a factor of one of the types (abc) or (abu) unless 
it be a^ ; it follows that all such are reducible except 

(abcy, (abuy, a^^, 
and these form the complete irreducible system. 

Of course, to be strictly accurate we should add to this and 
every complete system the identical concomitant %. 

Ex. (i). Express (aim) {acii) h^c^ in terms of the irreducible system. 
Es. (ii). Prove the aymbalical identity 

{ab{pq)) = a,h,-a,h^. 

226. The foregoing discussion leads to some general remarks 
that will be useful in the sequel. 

The artifice of replacing {abc) by o,p, or, what is the same thing, 
writing 

{bc)=p, 
and more explicitly 

(62C3 — &eC2)=Pi ; (h3C,~biOsj=Pi; (b^Ci — bid) = p,, 
win be frequently used. (It is clear that if b and c be two straight 
lines then p is their point of intersection,) 

In particular the contravariant {abuy will be written lej', thus 
a = (ab). 
and the invariant of the quadratic is Ca^. 

The a's may be regai'ded as expressible in terms of the original 
symbols, but we shall more often regard them as independent 
symbols ; the contravariant above will thus be 



the original form is 
and the invariant is 



Of course in replacing an a by symbols belonging to / we 
must use no symbol already occurring in the expression because 
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then that symbol would occur more than twice in the transformed 
expression. 

The a's being formed from the a's and b's, as line coordinates 
are formed from point coordinates, it follows that the a's are 
contragredient to a and u but cogredient with w. 

We shall now return to a point that arose in the discussion of 
a single quadratic, where we deduced from first principles that if 
ctp, ciq, Or be all invariant factors then (pqr) is an invariant factor 
— it will be shewn here how to express it in terms of factors of the 
types {abc), (abu) and a^. 

The possible forms for p, q, r are (de), (du) and x ; if each 
of them were ic, (pqr) would vanish, so we may suppose that p for 
example is not iv. 

Let p - (dv), where v is either e or u, then 

(pqr).l{dv)qr}~d,v,-d,v„ (§209) 

but since bq is an invariant factor, dq and Ug are both iuvaiiant 
factors ; for if in such a factor we replace a letter of the type a 
by another of the same type the factor is still invariant, while if 
we replace it by u the resulting factor either vanishes or is an 
invariant factor. 

Hence (pqr) can be expressed entiiely in terms of factors of 
the types (abc), (abu) and «„ ; it ia therefore an invariant factor. 

227, To make the matter clearer we shall illustrate it by 
Some examples. 

Suppose a quadratic is 

and its contravariant is 

then a„, as, ba, b^ etc. are invariant factore. 

Hence (a^m) must be an invariant factor and (a^w)" an in- 
variant form of the quadratic. We proceed to express it in terms 
of the members of the irreducible system as follows : 

= a^ .br^ + a^ .b^^ — 2o,xbx<J,^b^, 
and we have now to deal with the term a^bsjagbe. 
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As a guide to the further reduction we remark that since ag is 
a factor the form must involve the factor «g^ after suitable trans- 
formation. 

Thus 

a^b^a^b^ = a^bx (aod) (bed) = (bed) a,, (acd) b-c, 

and ^aJixO-fbg = (bed) a^ {(ficd) bx — (abd) c,, — (acb) d^], 

or since (acd) b^ ~ (abd) c^ — (acb) d^ = a^ (bed), 

Sa^bxCigbs = {bcdy a/. 
Consequently 

(a0x)^ = 2a.' . hj- - |a.^ . V = | ««= ■ V. 
and except for a numerical factor the invariant form is equal to 
the product of the original form and its invanant. 

The following example will shew the advantage of introducing 
symbols like a, 0, y above in geometrical investigations. 

Let dj, = 0, 63; = 0, Cj = be the equations of three straight lines, 
then if a = (bo), /3 = (ca), 7 = (ab), 

(0'y) = (abc)a. 

This is not surprising, because a, jS, 7 are the points of inter- 
section of &, c ; 0, a; a, b respectively and (^37) must therefore 
give the line joining and 7, that is a*. 

The equation of the straight line joining the point y to the 
point of intersection of tta = and ?»s = is 

(ab, cc2/) — or axby — a^bs^^O, 
which is the well-known form. 

The line joining the point (a, b) to the point {c, c^) is 
(ab, Vd, x) = 0, or (acd) b^ ~ (bed) a^ = 0. 

This may also be written (abc) d^ — (abd) e^ = 0, and the two 
forms are equivalent in virtue of the fundamental identity from 
which both can, in fact, be at once inferred. 

Now let a', b', e' be the sides of a second triangle and 2', 0', y 
its angular points. 

* The similarity ot these ideas to the methods of Graaamana's Ausdehnungslehre 
will not eacape the notice ot the reader mho is acquainted with the CalonluB. 
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The lines joining corresponding vertices of the two triangles 
are (aa'), (^/3'), {yj'), and these are concurrent if 

(a^', 00', yy') = 0, 
ie. if («^^')(a'Ty') - («'yS^')(«77')= 0. 

But since («/3) = {ahc) c etc. this condition is 
(abc) {a'b'c') [c^'^'y — c'^by'] = 0, 
OP (abc) {a'b'c') {{a'c'c) (abb') — {ace') {a'b'b)} = 0, 

or (abc) (a'b'c') {{abb') {a'cc') - (ace') (a'bb')] = 0, 

or {abc) {a'b'c') {aa', W, cd) = 0. 

Now {aa', bb', ce") = is the condition that the points of inter- 
of corresponding sides should be collinear. 



Hence when the joins of corresponding vertices are concurrent 
the intersections of corresponding sides are collinear— a well-known 
theorem. A direct analytical proof by the ordinary methods 
without using a particular triangle of reference is by no means 

Ex, (i). Prove that the cross ratio of the range in which Ux=0 is met by 
aj=0, &, = 0, c,=0, d:.=0 is - > — , -- ,, -■ ■ ■ , ; hence the genera! equation of a 
conic touoliing the four lines is 

(abu){cdu)+\{bou) (adii)=0. 
If the sis lines a, b, c, d, e,/ touch a conic, then 

{ahe) {ode) (hof) {adf)^{boe) {ade) {abf) {cdf). 
Es, (ji). State and prove the results dual to those of (i). 
Es. (iii). If the points a, ,3, y, S, e, f be on a conic and 

{a^)=p, {0y)=q, (y5)=r, (8^=/, (.f)=?', (f-)=''', 
then ippf, qq', r/)~0. 

Deduce Pascal's theorem and prove Brianclion's theorem in the same way. 
228. Two Quadratics. Suppose the quadratics are 
j = ai = bx- = c^ = etc. , 
/' = a'^ = &V = cV = stc. 
and that their contravariants are 

= v,2 = -u,^ = u^ — etc. 
^' — 1(„,' = ii^fi = u^'' = etc. 
respectively, then their invariants are cta^ and (x'„'^ respectively. 
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The types of invai-iant factors are 

{abG)=aa, (aba') = a'„, (ab'c') = aa', 
{a'b'c') = a'a.', (abu) = m„, (a'b'u) = u^', 
(aa'u), fflj,, a'l, 
and in the course of the work we shall use the additional types 

(«« (affx), (.«'«) 
which, as has been pointed out, certainly are invariant factors. 
There are four types of symbols occurring in any expression. 



and the leading idea of the investigation is to reduce the 
number of symbols in the expression for any invariant form to a 
minimum. 

Thus (abuf involves two symbols a, b, bnt it can be written 
Ma' and then only involves one. 

Again ^a^'b^'a^b^ 

is equivalent to (cia'bx — axb^'Y 

except for reducible terras ; then since 

a^'bx — ctxbt' = (aa'jc) 
we see that a^'b^'ajj^ 

can be expressed in terms of reducible forms and forras containing 
a smaller number of symbols. 

This example will make clear what we mean in the sequel by 
reducing the number of symbols. 

I. If a symbolical product contain a factor of the type a^ or 
aV it is reducible. 

For let P = {abc} apbgC^M, 

then, as in § 225, 

6P = (ahcy . ipqr) M, 

and (pqr) is an invariant factor; hence P is reducible. 

This shews incidentally how factors of the type {uQx) arise 
naturally in the course of the work, for we might have 
p — a, q~0, r = x. 
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The case in which a and b occur again in the same factor, e.g. 
(abu), is treated as in § 225. 

II. 1/ a symbolical product contain a factor of the type (abv), 
where v is of Hie type a' or is a, then it can he so transformed as to 
contain an additional factor (abw). 

Suppose in fact that 

F^(abv)apb,M, 
then 2P = (abv) (o.pb^ - a^b.^) M 

= {abv) {ab, pq) M 
^v^(apq)M, 

and (o-pq) can be expressed in terms of a and the symbols occuning 
in p and q. 

Hence in the transformed expression there are two factors 
involving the symbol a. 

A like theorem applies to a', and here we see a great advantage 
in introducing these symbols, because just as when one a occurs in 
a product there must be another, so when a occurs the expression 
can be transformed so as to be of degree two in a. 

III. If an expression contain a fa/Aor of the type (o.^y) or 
(a'0'y) it is reducible. 

For let 

P = (a^y) M, where y must be of the type «, a' or x. 

Then since 

{a^y) = (^,0y) = a^by-b^ay, 

P=-a^hyM-b^ayM 

and by I. the form P contains the invariant (i„^ as a factor. 

Summing up these results we infer that any concomitant 
other than »/, a'x' i^c?, ct'o" must be composed of factors of the 
types 

ax, a'x, f.'j a ^, u„, «„-, (aa'ic), (oa'w), 

and if one a occurs there must be another present after a suitable 
trail sformation. 
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IV. Any expression containing imo equivalent symbols can he 
expressed in terms of concomitants that are either reducible or 
contain a smaller number of symbols. 

There are two cases according as the equivalent symbols are of 
the type a or a, so that we have to consider the expressions 

OpaqbrbsM and ■nr^p^asT^M, 
with the exactly similar ones 

a'^a'qb'rb'sM and ^^'p„'crff-T^'M. 
Since apbf — a^bp = (a.pr), 

and aqbg—agbq = {aqs), 

it follows that expressions derived from 

a^a^bAM, 
by permuting the symbols p, q, r, s, differ from the original ex- 
pression by forms in which the two symbols a and b are replaced 
by the simple symbol a. 

Hence if any one of the three expressions 

apaqbrbsM, apa,.bgbeM, apUsb^brM 
can be expressed in terms of reducible forms and forms containing 
fewer symbols the same is true of the other two. 

The same result can be easily established for the three 
expressions 

in fact the difference between any two is reducible by III. 

Consider now the expression 

a^a^brb^M. 
There are only five possible types for p, q, r, s, viz. a, a', (bu), (a'u) 
and X ; of these a may be neglected because if it occur the form 
is reducible, and {bu) may be neglected because if it occur we can 
replace a and b at once by the single symbol a. 

Hence there are only three remaining possibilities, viz. a', (a'u), 
X, and of jj, q, r, s some two must certainly be of the same type, 

First suppose that two are identical, say p and r, then 
a,a,b^b,M^ap\b^b,M; 
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thus apOrbghgM is reducible, and heuce apaqh^hsM can be expressed 
in terms of reducible forms and forms containing fewer symbols. 
Similar reasoning applies to the expression 

when any two of the symbols ot, p, u, t are identical ; here, as in 
the other case, there are three possibilities, viz. a, a' and u, so some 
two must be of the same type. 

Proceed now to the genei'al case in which no two of the letters 
p, q, r, s are identical. 

In this ease some two must be equivalent without being 
identical. 

Suppose the equivalent symbols be p and r, then there are 
three cases to consider. 

(i) Let p = r = x. Here p and r are identical and the result 
has been established a 



(ii) Let p = ^', r = /3', then 

aparh^hgM = a^'a^-b^bsM. 
And since the symbols a', jS' each occur once the expression 
can be transformed by II. so that each occurs twice, hence 

apa^bqbgM = a^'ag'y^-Bp'N. 
But a„'ag"Y^-Sg-N falls under that class of expression 

^r.'pn'CTB'TjS'jlf 

in which two of the symbols w, p, it, t are identical, for tit = o- = a ; 
hence, as we have seen, it can be expressed in terms of simpler 
forms. 

Thus apOrhqbgM can be expressed in terms of forms that are 
either reducible or contain fewer symbols, and the same is true of 

(iii) Let p = («'«), r = (b'u), then 

apUrbqhsM = (aa'it) (ah'u) hqb^M. 
And the latter expression can be written 

{a'au) (b'au) a'^b'^M', 
or a'prb'f^a'g'b'g'M', 

where p — (au), r' = {au), i.e. p' and r' are identical. 
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Thus, as we have already shewn 

can be expressed in terms of simpler forms; hence apa,-bqbfiM 
can be expressed in terms of forms that are either reducible or 
contain fewer symbols, and the same is true of Opa^brb^M. 

This completely establishes the Theorem IV. when tlie equi- 
valent symbols are of the type a or a. 

We have atill to consider the general expression 

where -ot, p, a, r are each of the types a', {ax) or u. The case in 
which some two are identical has already been discussed and 
reasoning exactly similar to that of (i), (ii), (iii) above enables us 
to prove Theorem IV. for the general expression. 

The theorem we have just proved simplifies vastly the 
evolution of the irreducible system inasmuch as it shews that 
in an irreducible form there cannot be more than one symbol 
of any of the types 

a, a\ a, a'. 

A further limitation is imposed by the following theorem. 

V. A form containing both the factors {aa'u) and (aa'x) may 
he rejected in constructing the irreducible system. 

In fact by direct multiplication 

{aafti) X (aa'a;) = | a. «'„ 



hence if a form involve both these factors it can be transformed so 
as to only contain the simpler factors 

a», a'a!, a'a, a^; u„, «„', a^, a'x and u^. 
With the aid of the above five theorems the problem of the 
complete system is reduced to a very simple one ; in fact we have 
only to write down such products of factors of the types 

«o, a'»', fta', «'o, Wa, !i„', Os, a'y,, (aa'u), (aa'a:). 



s satisfy the conditions implied in the theorems. 
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Since no two equivalent syrabola can occur in the same product 
we need introduce no more symbols ; further «„, a\' can only occur 
in the invariants a^ and o!^^ respectively ; therefore it only remains 
to write down all products of the factors 

a^; a'a, Ma, j[„', a^, a'x, {aa'u), {ao^x), 
in which every letter except u and x which appeajs at all appears 
twice and no more ; besides the two last factors must not appear 
in the same product. 

Hence we have the following forms : 

(A) a^, a','", a^^, a'^, m„^, m„'^, Kj^, a'^, (aa'u)', {aa'aif, 
obtained by squaring each factor. 

(B) a^'ax^U; aa'a-c(aa'ir)w„, CT„'(ii(aa'a;) «'o(t'i, 
a,.' {aa'u) a' X, a^'(_aa'u)a'„u„u^; 

containing the factor <(„■. 

(C) a'^a'xU^, a'„ff'i(aa'ic)jVi a\(aa'u)ax, 
containing a'„ but not a^'. 

(D) ».(.»'»,)..., 
containing Ua but neither a'^ nor n.-. 

(E) ax{a<t'u)a'^, 
containing a^ but neither a'„ nor a,-. 

There are twenty forms in all, viz.: 
Four Invariants, 

Fotir Oovariants, 

c[j,' = S], a'J' = S^, {m'xf=F, {aa:x)a^'a\axa'^. 
Four Contravariants, 

«.* = Si, uj=t„ (aa'uy = ^, (aa'u)a,:a-.u„u^.. 
Eight Mixed Concomitants, 

a^a^'U^; a'^al^u^, (aa'u)axa'x, (aa'u)a^-a'xU^; 
(.«■«)«■.<.,«., (.»«)«.a.-o„ (a.'«!)«.-o'.»'., 
(«a'a:)t..»... 
To these twenty should be added the identical concomitant u^- 
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It should be noticed in conclusion that, although it follows 
from the five theorems of this article that every other invariant 
form is expressible in terms of these as a rational integral algebraic 
function, it has not been shewn that these twenty forms are 
themselves irreducible. C£ note, p. 1-31. 
Es. (i). Prove that 



Ex. (ii). Prove that 



.-i^niA^^ 



and thence that [aa', oq')2=|^.^„[ ^233 + Jjj^Jijj. 

Es. (iii). Prove that 

Es. (iv). Prove that 

229. A complete irreducible system of invariant forms may 
be regarded as giving rise to two inquiries. 

(i) What is the geometrical meaning of each member of the 
irreducible system ? 

(ii) What is the expression in terms of the members of that 
system of the invariant forms which arises in the analytical 
treatment of a given problem ? 

To the first of these inquiries an answer can generally be 
given, provided a sufficiently complex geometrical apparatus be 
allowed, but it commonly happens that the significance of some 
members of the system is so remote as to render them of little 
geometrical importance. 

The second inquiry is naturally unanswerable until the pro- 
blem be named, and thus all we can do is to illustrate it by the 
discussion of some simple problems. 

Before going further it may be well to add that the second 
inquiry is the really important one ; in a manner it includes the 
first as a particular case, and in fact there being no direct method 
of proceeding from the invariant to the geometrical meaning, the 
answer of the first inquiry is obtained fortuitously in pursuing 
the second, If it be not obtained we should console ourselves 
with the reflexion that the uninterpreted forms are of little geo- 
metrical interest in the present state of knowledge; besides, if we 
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regard the algebra as being merely helpful to geometry in the 
analj-tica! formulation of results, it does not follow that everything 
in the algebra need be taken seriously from the geometrical point 
of view*. 

In spite of what we have said, we shall begin the geometrical 
theory of two conies by interpreting the members of the irre- 
ducible system ; it will be seen that they are all of importance in 
elementary geometry. 

230. Geometrical Theory of tvro Quadratics. The 
irreducible system. The forms themselves when equated to 
zero represent two conies, viz. 

Ox" = 0, a'x^ = 0, 
which we write Si = 0, Sg = 0, and call Si and S,. 

Invariants. The meaning of the invariant of a single conic 
is expressed by the fact that aJ^O is the condition for two 
straight lines. 

Again, aV = is satisfied when the point equation of Si 
involves only product terms and the line equation Ss only squared 
terms, or when the point equation of Si involves only squared 
terms, and the line equation of S^ only product terms. 

It is then the poristic conditionf that there should be an 
infinite number of triangles inscribed in the first conic and self- 
conjugate in the second, or, what is the same thing, that there 
should be an infinite number of triangles self -conjugate to the 
first conic and inscribed in the second. We shall consider this 
type of invariant more fully in the next chapter. 

Covariants, etc. The simple ones are well known, via, 
ai= = is the condition that («) should be on the first conic, 
M,^ = is the condition that (u) should touch the first conic. 

* Iteduoibility itself is a, purely algebitiical idea and the reader will Boon convince 
himself that it is generally hard to obtain any geametrioal satisfaction from ibe 
fact that a oovarlant is reducible. See a curious remark of Clifford's, Collected 
Fapem, p. 81. 

+ The sufSoienoy of the condition can eaaily be seen by tailing a triangle 
inscribed in the flrat conic and haTing two pairs of vertices conjugate witli respect 
to the second for fiinciampntal triangle. 
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Of those not involving deterininautal factors, theie remain 

It will be sufficient to consider one of these. Now a'^a'aii^ = 
is the polar of the point (miM,, HaM,, a^u,,) with respect to aV = 0. 

This point is the pole of u with respect to the first conic 
V = or V = 
and hence a'a;a'„w„ = 0, when u is constant, represents the polar 
with respect to the second conic of the pole of w with respect to 
the first. When w is constant; it is the tangential equation of 
the pole with respect to the first conic of the polar of x with 
respect to the second. 

Again (aa'uY^^O is the equation of the envelope of the lines 
cutting the two conies in harmonic point pairs, and in like manner 
(aa'xf is the locus of a point such that the tangents drawn to the 
two conies from it are harmonic line pairs. 

Consider now the forms involving one determinant factor. 

(i) (fta'ii) dja'a, = is the condition that the linos 
aifUy ~ 0, a'xofy = 0, Uy = 0, 
should be concurrent, y being the current coordinate, i.e. when 
u is constant it is the locus of points whose polars intersect on the 
line u, and when x is constant it is the equation of the point of 
intersection of the polars of a: with respect to the conies, 

(ii) {cm'cc) UoMw is dual to the last ; when x is constant it 
represents the envelope of a line such that the line joining its 
poles passes through x, and when u is constant it represents the 
equation of the line joining the poles of u with respect to the two 
conies. 

(iii) (aa'u) a\a^a^ is the Jacobian with respect to y of the 
quantities 

ajja.j, a'aii^a'y, Uy. 

Equated to zero, these represent three straight lines, namely, 
the polar of x with respect to the first conic, the polar with 
respect to the second conic of the pole of u with respect to the 
first, and the line ■a. The vanishing of the concomitant is the 
condition that the three lines should be concurrent; hence, for 
G. &. Y. 19 
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example, when u is constant, the equation represents a straight 
line constructed as follows : let Pi be the pole of u with respect to 
the first conic, and v the polar of P, with respect to the second 
conic, then the line represented is the polar of the point (k, v) 
with respect to the first conic. 

(iv) (aa'a:) a^-axtu is the Jacobian with respect to the v's of 



and hence equated to zero is the condition that these three points 
should be collinear. 

Now u^Va. = represents the pole of u with respect to the first 
conic, and Ouaa-v,' = represents the pole with respect to the second 
conic of the polar of « with respect to the first. Thus we can 
interpret the concomitant geometrically. See also Ex. ix. p. 294. 

(v) (aa'w) a^-a'^UaU^- is a contra variant of the third class, and 
moreover the only such conta-avariant that can be built up from 
the members of the system. But the angular points of the 
common self-conjugate triangle must be given by equating to 
zero a contravariant of the third class. Hence the contravariant 
in question represents the vertices of the common self- conjugate 
triangle of the conies cis,^ = and a'/ = 0. 

We may prove this as follows*: The three conies Wa'' = 0, 
Ma'^ = 0, and (aa'uy = have a common self-conjugate triangle 
if there be a proper triangle self- conjugate to the first two, as 
we see by taking it for triangle of reference. Further, when 
three conies are refeiTed to their common self-conjugate triangle, 
the Jacobian of their tangential equations is the tangential 
equation of the vertices. 

Hence the Jacobian of u^^, u^-^, {aauf represents the vertices 
of the common self-conjugate triangle. 

Now it is 

(a«'«) ».«.. (aiW) - («»%) ».».. (o.oV - a.a'.). 

But {aa'ii) MoWa-aatt'^' = 0, 

for otherwise it would involve the factors aj and a J', whereas its 
total degree is only sis, so that the remaining factor would be 
a contravariant of zero degree which is impossible. 
" See also Ex, vi. p. 293. 
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Hence the Jacobian in question equated to zero is equiva- 
lent to 

(aa'u) M.M.-«„-a'„ = 0, 

(vi) By exactly similar methods we can shew that 
(aa'x) a^'a'^a'xax = 
represents the sides of the common self-conjugate triangle. 

231. Let us now consider some problems bearing on two 
conies with a view to illustrating the second inquiry of § 229. 

(i) To iind the equation of the reciprocal of the conic S^ with 
respect to Si. 

If 1/ be a point on the reciprocal conic its polar with respect to 
a^ = Q must touch «„''=0. 

The polar is 

and if ii,.j, = touches v^'^ = 

V9w,6a^i dVs^cBf, dvsdicj '■"''>' 
Hence in this case 

KdVidxi dv^da;^ ovsdxj <■ " " < 

so that the reciprocal is 

a^bxaA,x' = Q or - (a^K^ - a^^f + ihi'b^' + h^a^>' ^ 
or = 2a^=6,.' - (aa'a^y = 2A,^ .S,-F, 

which expresses the equation in terms of the irreducible system, 
(ii) To find the point equation of the covariant conic 
(m'«)'-0. 

The point equation of w.= = is (aSaiy = 0, and hence in our 
case the point equation is 

[aa,'bb'xY = 0, 
or {(abh') a'^ - (a'bh') o^p = 0, 

i.e. {ahhy aV + (a'hh'fax^ - 2 (abh') (abb') a^a'^ = 0. 
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Now 
(abb') (a'bb') a^a'x = — {(Ab') (a'ab') a'J>x 

= ^{abb')a'x{a^-bx — b^-ax], where a' = («'i') 
= ^iaa'x){abb')a'^ 

= -\ {aa'x) {aba') h'^ = -i (aa'ic) {«'„&; - a'^b\] = | («a'«^)^ 
thus the point equation is 

{abyy (tV + (a'bhj a^- - ^ (w'xf = 0, 
or An,.S, + A,^,S,~isF^O. 

(iii) To find the locus of the poiot of intersection of harmonic 
pairs of tangents to F and S. 

The locus for u^^ = and u^^ = is (aa'tKf = and in our case 

the locus is accordingly 

[aa/axY = 
or {a^a'^-a'^a^y^O, i.e. S,A„a + ^aAii-2aa«'a,a„a'„ = 0. 

To reduce the last term we perceive that it must contain Am 
and we write it 

(abc) a'x (a'bc) 0^ = 1 (aba) a'^ {(a'hc) a^ + (oaa') b^ — (aa'b) c^] 
= i(*)»'.(6m)a',.J4,.,.S.. 
The equation required is 

S^A,,^ + S^A,„ - 1 SUni = 0, 
or A,^S,+ 3S^A,,, = 0. 

The following gives an easy means of verifying the results of 
(i), (ii), (iii) above and of the examples which follow. 
Taking the conies in the canonical forms 
S:, = o^x^' + a^x^ + a^x^ 

we have 

2i = 2 (ttattsWi^ + o^a^u^ + a^a^iU^') 

jij,j = SOaW^Wj, ^22! = 6, jdua = 2 (aattj + O^Oi + aids), 

A,,,= '2.{a, + a, + o,), 
* = (a, + a,} ti? + {a, + «,) u.^ + {oi + a,) if,= 
F^4>{a, {a, + a,) x,^ + a, {a, + i.^) x/ + a, {«, + a,) x/\ . 
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Ex. (i). The locus of points whose polars with respect to S^ out S,, S3 ii 
pairs of points harmonically conjugate is 

or A^.^S,-BAi^S.^=0. 

Ex. (ii). Prove that 

dx^ dx2 3^5 

9 3 
where £1= 5— k— g— , 



5z, Bjj 3sg I 
and hence that (^,7''^;ii)^^^Ain'im('^'^)^- 

Interpret this result geometrically. 
Ex. (iii). The lino equation of F=0 is 

or (a^)^ V,J- + {aW)'' <' -i(^'^' '*)'. 

Thence 

(^' i^' ?0^ = i{3'ilm'im22 + 3.^52j^ii3Si-2Juidj22*}. 
Cf. Ex. (ii). 

Ex. (iv). Deduce from Ex. (iii) that the discriminant of F is 

(^'^ 97)2 = ^(9 A,a^!2-'lm'J i2.)-4nj^m- 
Es. (v). Deduce from Ex. (ii), 

Ex. (vi). Prove that the discriminant ot{aci%C)a^a'x is 

{a^'%){bh-u){cdv)iaW){a:bo). 
Hence if the conic {aa'u) a^a' ^, = be two straight hnes 

Thence verify that this equation represents the angular points of the 
common self-conjugate triangle and work out the dual results. 
Es. (vii). Prove that if the point equation of a conic be 

then its tangential equation is 

and its discriminant is 

Ex. (viii). Prove that the point equation of any covariant conic is of 

the form 

\S^-\rX^S^ + \F=(i, 
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where X,, Xj, X are invariants, and that its line equation is 

Xi5Si + 2XiX2*+Xa"22 + |XXi{^i„22 + 3Jia2S,)4-|XXa(J5S2 2i + 3^ii22a) 

+ X2t(3^i„^ijsS2 + 3^2a2^,i22i-2^„i.i22a*) = 0. 

Ex. (is). Tlie locus of points whMe polars with respect to ^, and F meet 
on the line v, is 

(■.i?«)«.(.a'«)-0, 

or (Wj,)».,«....0. 

This gives a simpler interpretation of the irreducible form than that 
given in g 330. 

Es. (s). Use the method of Ex. (ix) to interpret 

Examples (is) and (x) enable us to interpret all the irreducible mixed con- 
comitants very simply in connection with the conies Sj, fij, F, *. 

Ex, (xi). The locus of points whose polars with resi>ect to ^and * meet 

{Use the point cciuation of* given in Ex. (ii).) 

Es. (xii). The equation of the line joining the poles of u with respect to 
F and * is 

(Use the result of Ex. (iii).) 

Ex. (xiii). Calculate the four invariants of the conies *i and F. 
We have 

C!23=^(9^ii2'im--dui'4ia2>-iiii^2sa by Ex, (iv). 

232. Gordan's general method. Consider a concomitant of any number 
of forms containing the r letters a, b, c, ... /i, k. If we replace each factor of 
the type {aku) by a^, each factor of the type {abk) by (oSw) and delete all 
factors hx the resulting expression is still an invariant form but only of degree 
r— 1 because it only contains r—\ symbols. 

Hence reversing the operation, i.e. replacing a proper number of factons 
of the type a^ by {ahi)^ some of the type {<Au) by {ahh) and introducing a 
sufficient power of it, we can deduce the form of degree »■ frtan one of d^ree 
r—\. Applying this process in all possible ways to all invariant forms of 
degree r - 1 we certainly obtain all invariant forms of degree r. We pause to 
explain more precisely what we mean by applying the reverse process in all 
possible ways to an invariant ip. Suppose in fact that the newly introduced 
letter h belongs to a form of order m, then we replace any p factors of the 
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type ot, by (atii) any q factors of the type {aha) by {ahh) and multiply by IcJ' 
where of course we must have 

j+5 + r.a, 
BX\\ we m t taL all 1 e. i p q^ r aatiafyiug this equation Hubject, of 
CO r^e the "bt n that the e exist p factors of the given type to alter 
anlalkeret taf q 

Por e ami 1 '^1' the ngmal fo m he 

(afrtt)(ai!M) 6j;Cj,, 
and suppose the new letter d like a, b, c belongs to a form of order 2. 

We can only change 2 factors at most in this ca^e and we have 

p + q==l or 3, 
there are five cases, 

p-^1, qtaO; p-^0, q — l; p = % q=0; p = 'i., 9 = 1; ^ = 0, J = 2 ; 
and in following out the case j) = l, 5 = 1, r = 0, for example, we deduce four 
forms from the given one, viz. 

(_abd)(_aou-)b^{c(iu), 

(abn)(aed){bd>i)Ct, 

{abn}{acd)b^{odu). 
The above indicates the general method of procedure, but soms introductory 
lemmas are nooossary to render the method of any practical value — for 
example for all we know at present a form of degree r-l which is identically 
zero might lead to irreducible forms of degree r, and we need hardly say that 
this would complicate matters enormously. 

233. The reader will have observed some likeness between the above and 
the methods used in Chapter v. on binary forms to deduce the invariants of 
d^ree r from those of degree r— 1. This analogy will be further exemplified 
in the rest of the argument. 

Consider the effect of the operator il'" on the expression 

ij) being a covariant of degree y—l and O being the operator 

i JL A -i I 



,0" r s?, 

As we saw in the last chapter the result s the sum of a number of terms 
each containing the determ na tal facto -s t ip together with p of the form 
{akit}, there being in the end p fe ve ficto f the type a^, (m — p) factors ^'^ 
and no factors of the type m^ e I te n 
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Nest operate on the complete result of which a typical term is ^Aj""" 

dujd^j dii^dff^ dti^di/g 
q times in sueoessioii. 

Since the effect of this operator on (abujk^"-" is to give a multiple of 
(abl:)k/'~''~\ it is very easy to see that the eftect of the operator 5 times 
is to give a numher of terms each oootaining the same determinantal factors 
as -jr, with the exception that q factoi's of the type (aim) are replaced by (abt) ; 
tlie power of i^ remaining in each term is i,""''"', and i replaces u in q 
places in all possible ways. 

Hence if we operate with Q^W on the product ^it„''i(/and then put y^.-c 
we obtam the ium cf a numtjei f terma each of vhith has the same deter- 
mmantal factora is ef, except thit m iny q of them is replaced h^ I and^ 
new one"! of the tji>e (ai ire introduced while p factors of the tyj e a^ 
disappear and toally the factii i-^" p ' is 11 troduceJ in each teim 

Conseq ently in the resulting exprehsion theie will le tcntainel every 
teim denied li m r^ in the re erse piocesn esfhined iboie with these 
iehi te ■valuen of^ anl / 

Vi e nay <.on\ emently t ill 

the transvectant of tp and k^^ whose indices are^, q, the order of the indices 
being essential, and we have the result that every concomitant of degree r is 
the sum of a number of terms each occurring as a term in a transvectant of 
a form of degree r—l with it". Naturally when there are different forms we 
have to introduce in burc a symbol belonging to each. 

234. Wo nest require certain relations that exist among the terms of 
the same transvectant, and to est>iblish tbein we shall alter our notation for a 
moment. 

Suppose in fact that 

where jl/" contains neither u nor x. 
In each term of the transvectant 

{*. i.-)- 
wc have q of the «'s replaced by k, p of the terms aj-''} by {akv). 

We shall call two terms Ny and iV^ adjacent when^+§ — 1 of the factors 
affected in 1^ to obtain them are common, and two cases will arise according 
as the remaining (actor affected is an a^ or a u^ . 

In the first case we have, supposing that a4'^ and a^l*' are the additional 
altered factors in the two terms respectively, 

N^ -N^ = N {{of.') hu) a J') - (oCl ht] a^f')} 
= N {{af) aCI &) ti^ ~ (aC-l a^'tw) k^}. 



y Google 



anii this latter is 



233-234] TERNARY FORMS 297 

Now jV(«l'")((Wi) is a term in 

where <!>, is deduced from <J) by changing aj''')aj-') into (aCl «!')«) and further 

where 0j is the same as ^,. 

In the second case let n^ and v,^ be the additional factors altered in the 
two terms, then 

where ^3 is deduced from tfi by changing w^ u^ into {o(a^x). 

Now if we call the sum of the order and class of a function its grade it is 
evident that ^j, 1^2, 0, are each of grade less by unity than that of ^. 

Further between any two terms of the transvectant we can insert a 
number of others such that any two of the whole sequence are adjacent in 
our sense of the word and accordingly we have the important theoi'em : 

" The diffe^-ence hetvjeea any tvx) terms of the same transvectant oan be 
expressed in terms of transvedants of fimclions of lower grade than 
■with k^." 

Thus if we consider our function 1^ of degree »■ - 1 in ascending order 
of grade we need only retain one term out of each transvectant that we 
consider — or if we please the sum of any munher of terms will equally serve 
our purpose and in particular the transvectant itself might he used. It 
follows at once that if a transvectant contains a single reducible term it may 
be neglected entirely. 

■ Again, if there be a linear relation among a number of the forms of 
degree r-\ there will be a linear relation among the transveotants of given 
index formed from them, so that we need only consider linearly independent 
forma of d^ree r—l. In particular, zero forms of degree r-1 can be entirety 
put out of account. 

A knowledge of the irreducible system up to and including degree !■ - 1 
therefore gives us immediately all the forms of which transvectants need 
be considered, for we have only to include the irreducible forma of degree !■ - 1 
and such simple products of the others as are of total degree r-1. 

We have now effected our purpose of making the method at pi'esent under 
discussion of real value, and we proceed to illustrate it by reference to the 
complete system for a single quadratic. 
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Q dSed 
lyre- 
red b! te nl as tl rd f ^i A ^_ b th tj, 1 for 
^=0,2=2, we need Only consider in like manner products of two forma whose 
claaa is unity. Up=l, § = ], we need only consider the product of two forma 
when one is of zero order and the other of zero class. Throughout products 
of more than two forma need not be taken into account. 

Further, in every case pure invariants of degree )■ — 1 can give rise to no 
new forms. 

236. Single Quadratic Form. Of the first degree we have 

a^- = >)■:? = C:?=... 

Proceeding to the second degree we have 

{ahu)a'Jjx for p = l, 2=0 
and [phiC^ for p = 2, ^" = 

of which the first is zero. 

Third degrie. From {<i\nCf wo got 

{abo) {aba) c, (01) 
(aho)^ (02) 
and from ax^bx^ we can only get reducible forms. 

Now (abc) {{abu)ih:} = ^ {abc) {(a&w) C:^ + {bcu) a, + {abc) u,} 

so that of the third degree we have only the invariant (abc)^. 

Fourth degree. From {abuyi^^ we need only consider 

{abd){aJm){edu)ci 
arising from p=l and 3=1. 

Thiaia i(abu)(edu)liabd)(h:+{bdc)<h:+{dca)k:i-{aab)dr}=0. 

For further forms we need only consider transvectants of products of 
powers of c^^ and (abaf with p + gj>3. 

These all contain reducible terms and hence there are no new forms 
so that the complete system oonaists of asc\ {abitf and (abcf as already 
indicated. 

For the case of three quadratics and incidentally two see Balier, Cantb. 
Phil. Tram. Tol. xv. 
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APOLAEITY {continwd). 

237. Apolar Conies. Two conies S and iS" whose equations 
in point and line coordinates are respectively 

8 = a^ = ax-? + hxi + cx^^ + ^fa^ce^ ■)■ igso^Xi + Ihw^x^ = 0, 
and S' = u^^ = A V + ^u^ + Cug' + 'iF^h^'s + SG'mjWi 4 2ff'wiM5 = 
are said to bo apolar when the invariant uj', or what is the same 
thing, 

aA' + hB' + cC + %fF' + ^fjG' + 2kH' 
vanishes. 

This relation between the two conies is not a symmetrical one, 
inasmuch as it arises from the point equation of one and the line 
equation of the other; it is convenient to have an alternative 
name shewing the exact relation between the curves. For 
reasons to be explained later we shall say that jS is harmonically 
inscribed in jS', and that iS' is harmonically circumscribed to S. 

The curves are also apolar when a' J = 0, but in this case jS' is 
harmonically inscribed in S. 

As is well kno^vn from the geometry of conies, a^'^ = is the 
condition that there should exist an infinite number of triangles 
self- conjugate to S and circumscribed to jS', or an infinite number 
of triangles inscribed in S and self- conjugate to S" — in fact the 
equations aj' = and ii.J' = can be so transformed that the first 
has no product terms and the second has no square terms, or that 
the first has no square terms and the second has no product terms. 

The relation a.„j- = is linear in the coefficients of the equations 
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hence a conic apolar to the conies Si,8.2, ... Sris apolarto any conic 

Further if these r conies are linearly independent there are 
(6 — r) linearly independent conies apolar to them. In particular 
there is a unique conic apolac to (harmonically circumscribed to) 
Gvf^ given linearly independent eonics. 

The same remarks apply to p given conies 

2/ = o, s; = o,...2; = o, 

and in particulai there is a unique conic apolar to (harmonically 
inscribed in) five given conies, 

238. Particular Cases, (i) If a/ = represents two 
straight lines and cia'^ = 0, the two lines are conjugate with respect 
to M„'^ = 0. If (ij,* = represents two straight lines coinciding in I 
then the line I touches the conic ««■' = 0. 

(ii) If «„•' = represents two points then these points are 
conjugate with respect to a^' = 0. If u,'' = represents two points 
coinciding in I then the point I lies on the conic a^ = 0. 

All these statements can be verified immediately by using 
the apolar condition expressed in terms of actual coefficients or 
symbolically, e.g. if %= = v^w^ the apolar condition is 

which is the condition that the lines v^ = 0, ivx = should be 
conjugate with respect to w„'^ = fl. 

239. Es. (i). If two pairs of opposite vertices of a complete qnadnlateral 
Hire acnijuffate with respect to a given conic so also is the third pair. 

Let the conic be a^=Q, and suppose the two pftira of opposite vertices are 
given tangentially by 

The general equation of a conic inscribed in the quadrilateral is then 
\ii,,iip- + iiii.i,iig-=0, 
and since Mpiv=0 and !{,a^=0 are both apolar to 01^=0 it follows that every 
conic inscribed in the quadrilateral is apolar to 01^=0. But the third pair 
of opposite vertices is one such conic, hence these remaining vertices are 
conjugate with respect to the given conic. We shall call such a quatlrilateral 
a qiiadrilateral harmonically inscribed in the conic a.^ = Q. 
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Ss. (ii). 


Four coiiks liavs in general one common- 


( hai'monic quadri- 


Let the c 


onics be S„ S^, S^, &\, then the apolar syster 


11 is of the type 



conaec[u.ently the apolar conies in general all touch four fixed straight lines. 
The opposite vertices of the quadrilateral formed by these lines taken in pairs 
cotistitute conies of the apolar system, and hence pairs of opposite vertices are 
conjugate with respect to each of our four conies. Hence the quadrilateral is 
harmonically inscribed in each ot the giiea comes. 

Ex. (iii). A triangle ABC a^id Us polar triangle mth respect to a oonic 
are in perspective. For if the polars of B and C meet the aides CA and AB 
respectively in §, R, and the line Qli meet EG in P, then tiie quadrilateral 
formed by BC, CA^ AB and the line P^R has two pairs of opposite vertices, 
viz. {B, §), {C, B) conjugate with resiject to the conic ; therefore {A, F) are 
conjugate with respect to the conic, or the polar of A meets BC in P. Thus 
the polara of A, S, C meet the opposite sides in three colliuear points, and 
they therefore form a triangle in perspective with ABC. 

Ex. (iv). If W'=0, 1(j;<^> = 0, Mi('l=0, M;,W = 

be the sides of a quadrilateral harmotiio with respect to the conic S=0, then 

For let two pairs of opposite vertices be {pp') and (qq') ; then apolar to the 
conies (pp') and (qq') we have the five conies 

wPy=0, ™l*l/=0, !((V=0, ™iV=0 and S-0. 
But the first four arc linearly independent and hence iS is a linear oombiuation 
of them. 

240. Some intereatiug applications can also be made to the 
metrical geometry of conies. 

In fact, suppose that the tangential equation of the circular 
points at infinity (7, J) is 

<p = i(,^ = 0. 

Then a conic apolai' to <f> has /, J for conjugate points and is 
therefore a rectangular hyperbola. 

Again, the tangential equation of a circle whose centre is ^ is 
of the form 

v./ = \<f, 

where A, varies with the radius. 
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If a circle C be apolar to a conic 

2 = M„= = 
then the director circle of the conic cuts the circle C orthogonally. 
Use rectangnlar Cartesian coordinates, and let the equations 
of the conic and circle respectively be 

A!.' + 2mm + Bm' + 2GI + 2Fm + C = 0, 
and !>i' + if + "igx + 2/)/ + c = 0, 

so that we have 

But the equation of the director circle of the conic is 

and this cuts the given circle at right angles if 

-2^-^-2/-^- -^-c = 0, 

UAi 2ffG + 2fF+cG + A + B=0 

which is precisely the condition of apolarity. 

The director' circle of a conic inscribed in a triangle cuts the 
self-conjugate circle orthogonally. 

For since the self-conjugate circle has the triangle for a 
self-conjugate triangle and the conies are inscribed in the triangle, 
each of the conies is apolar to the circle. Hence their director 
circles cut the self-polar circle at right angles. Or thus, — the 
system apolar to the inscribed eonics is of the form 

where jJ^^O, qx = ^> '1 = represent the sides of the triangle. 
By suitably choosing \, fi, v this equation may be made to 
represent a circle, and from the form of its equation it is the 
self-polar circle of the triangle. 

The locus of the centre of a circle which has two fixed pairs of 
conjugate lines is a rectangulai hyperlola. 

In fact, suppose the Imes an, 

JJ.-O, .J.-Ol 



y Google 



240-241] APOLARITT 303 

The system apolar to the tangentiiil system of conies having 
these two pairs of conjugate lines is 

Xpi^qx + ii-TsSx = 0. 

There is one value of the I'atio \ : fi. for which this I'cpi'esents 
a rectangular hyperbola. 

Let j5 = be the rectangular hyperbola in question and let 

ti./ = Xip 
be one of the circles. 

Then S is apolar to if>, because 6' = is a rectangular hyperbola, 
and as it is apolar to 

u/ = X-p 

it is apolar to i^/. Hence the point p must lie on S and therefore 
S is the centre locus of the circles. 

In general when a rectangular hyperbola S is apolar to a 
circle 2 the centre of the circle lies on the rectangulai- hyperbola. 

241. Apolar Curves in general. The two curves whose 
equations are 

/.<..-. 01 

and ^ = fj^ = 0) 

are said to be apolar when the form aa'^a^^^'^, which we denote by 

1^, is identically zero. 

Except for a numerical multiple we have 

_ / _3^ 5° 5' \» ^ ,^ 

\9Mi3a.'i dii^da:^ du^dxj " ' 

= («.-, «.")•■". 

The following are analogous to theorems on binary forms. 

I. Tli^ form <f> is apolar to a,ny polar of f vjhose order is not 
less than n. 

For [<^ic"^'' <^y , Ma")"'" = a.a"%"'~^"i%'' 

and this is zero as we see by polarizing the identity 

aj'ax"'~"'~ 
)■ times with respect to j/. 
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II. The form / is apolar to any form which contains ^ as a 
factor and whose class does not exceed m. 
For if <f>' be any tona of class n we have 

= 0, 
since {f 0)"'" vanishes identically. Hence f is apolar to ijxj)'. 
We have supposed that m^n hitherto. Exactly similai' remarks 
applj' to the case in which n > ni. 

The search for the forms of given class {n) apolar to a given 
form / is facilitated by the fact that the necessary and sufficient 
conditions for ^ ai'e that it should be apolar to every {m — «)th 
polar ofy! 

For an {m — ii)th polar is 

and this is apolar to it„" if 

But if this relation be true for all values of y then the form 1^ is 
apoiar to /. 

242. Ex. (i). A ternai-y oxbic has three linearly inde^ident apolar conies. 

For the firot polirs of the cubic are linear combinations nf 
ot 01 tif 

which are tl e 1 e I adii] e lent qu di t f rn Hen tl e e e three 
linearly 1 d ic lort c sj-inlito 11 h 'st pola i tl e of &\ hr to 

the cubic itaelf 

Ex. (u) A t as-j qua he has a tipolu co o 7/ / the deter- 
minatit of the oej/icis ta nf Us se ond dffee-Uul coeffic-enU ■vaftuAes 

For an apolar con o must be apolar t all aeco d polara and tl ey are 1 near 
combinations of 

5y 32/ a^ gy 9y 3y_ 

3«,^ ' dx^' BiTjS ' dx^dic^ ' dxgdxj ' Sxidx^ ' 
In general there is no conic apolar to each of these six, but there will be 
an apolar conic if the six be not linearly independent, i.e. if the determinant 
of six rows and sis columns be aero. 

243. General Theory of Curves which possess an 
Apolar Conic. By using suitable coordinates the analysis of 
ternary fonns apolar to a given conic may be reduced to that of 
binary forms. 
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Suppose that the fixed conic is 

or in line coordinates 4«,Ma — iti = 0. 

There is no loss of generality in taking the equations in this 
form, because by suitably choosing the triangle of reference, the 
equation of a proper conic can be always reduced to the form 
x^Xs - xi = 0. 

Thus wo may take for the parametric reprosentation of points 
on the conic 

and we shall call this point (iCi, x^, x^) the point v. 

If the line ^e = meet the conic in the points (X, /a) the 
quantities X, ^ are given by 

so that Ui = Xa^s 1 

«5 = -(Xj^-)-Xs/^,)[ (A) 

except for a constant factor. 

Hence we may regard the quantities 

as the coordinates of the line, and a homogeneous relation of 
order m connecting the w's becomes a homogeneous symmetrical 
relation of order 2m between the X's and jjJs. Thus any 
symmetrical relation between X and /a is equivalent to the 
tangential equation of a certain curve whose class is one-half of 
the order of the given relation. 

The coordinates of the tangent at the point v are 

and hence the points of contact of the tangents from the point x 
to the curve are given by 

le^v^ — 2^3!'ii'3 + XsV,^ = 0, 
so that we may take 

^, = HX,^, + X,^,)^ (R). 

^■3= Xj/i-i 
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Consequently a homogeneous symmetrica] relation between 
the X'a and /I'a of order 2n represents a curve of order n. Being 
given a symmetrical relation we therefore deduce two curve 
equations from it, one in line coordinates and the other in point 
coordinates. The curves represented are reciprocal with respect 
to the fundamental conic because, taking X, /i to be fixed, the line 
u given by (A) is the line joining them, and the point x given 
by (B) Ir the intersection of the tangents at X and /x,, i.e. the pole 
of the line u. 

This method of representing a point by the parameters of the 
tangents drawn from it to a fixed conic and a line by the 
parameters of the points in which it. meets the conic was 
practically used by Hesse and first explicitly used by Darboux. 

244. By means of this system of coordinates we can readily 
find all curves apolar to the given conic. 

I. Suppose that K^" = 

is a class curve apolar to the conic, then we have 
(72^ - 7173) %"~^ = ^■ 
Thus (72^ — 7i7j) multiplied by any function of the 7'a is zero 
if it be interpretable, hence this symbolical expression must be 
zero, and we may write 

7i = i^/i 

72=-«i«=^ 
and our equation is 

The a's are now the only symbols used, and it is clear that 
as any expression of degree n in the 7's represents an actual 
quantity, any expression of degree 2m in the a's is an actual 
coefficient, or in other words the a's are the symbols of a binary 
form of order 2n. 

On introducing the Vs and /i's our equation becomes 

or {{a,\ + OsXs) {Osfi, + fflj/x,)}" = 0, 

that is finally ts^^" = 0. 



y Google 



243-244] APOLARiiT 307 

The binary 2ii-ic of wliich the a's are symbols haw an 
important significance, for if we make X = /t, the line u^ is the 
tangent to the fundamental conic at the point X; consequently 
the equation 

gives the parameters of the points of contact of tlie 2n 
s of the apolar curve and the conic. 



Conversely, when the equation 

£J,'» = 

is given, the equation «\"c[p" = 

is uniquely determined by polarizing, and hence we have the 
theorem that a class curve apolar to a conic is uniquely deter- 
mined when its common tangents with the conic are given. 

By proving this theorem from first principles, and then 
observing that 

«x"a/' = 0, 
or its equivalent 

{a^tti — Oittat/g + Oi-iis)" = 0, 

certainly represents a curve apotar to a conic, we can shew that 
any apolar curve may be reduced to the form 



without using a parametric representation of the symbolical 
equation 

7173-7=^ = 0*. 

11. Suppose that the curve 

of order n is apolar to the given conic 

4uiW, - u,' = 0, 
then we must have 

(4c,Cs - CaO Ci"-' = 0, 

and reasoning as before, we have 

4c,Ca — c^' = 0. 

* See Sohlesinget, Math. Ann, Band ssn. 
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We may now use the parametric representation 

C3 = «■/, 
and the equation of the r.urve becomes 

(tti^^i + 2aia^2 + aa'^'s)" = 0, 
or introducing the X's and ^'s 

and as before the n''; are the livmbols of the binary 2n-ic iia^", 
which, equated to zero gives the points of intersection of the 
apolar curve and the conic 

Exaynple. To find the coniu apolai to XjXg — x.^^ — O which touches the 
tangents to this conic at the points gvitn hi/ v,''-v2^ = 0. 

Here <ik'''=0 is X,*-X3»=0, 

thence a).''a^''=0 



(.0W-X.'), 



On using the substitutions 

the equation becomes «/ — Mi^ = 0, 

or («3+»ti) («3-«.)=0, 

so that the conic consists of the two points (1, 0, 1) (1, 0, — 1), and in fact it 

is easy to see that these points are conjugate with respect to the conic. 

245. Theorems on conies apolar to the fundamental 
conic. The equation of a conic apolar to Xia:.^ — x.J' = 0, and 
touching the tangents at the points given by 

is equivalent to aj,'(i^'=(}, 

and hence to Uy^^O, 

where Uy = «\a„. 

Now suppose that A, B, 0, D are four points {\, p., v, p) on 
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the fundamental conic, and that tbe lines AB, CD whose equa- 
tions are 

iij; = and Wx = 0, 
are conjugate with respect to the apolar conic ft,^ — 0. 
Then since the condition of conj ugacy is VyWy — and 

we have 

ai^a^a^a^ — 0, 
that is the quartie giving X, /m, v, p is apolar to o./ = 0. 

This is one of the simplest geometrical representations of forms 
apolar to a given form. From the symmetry of the result, we 
see that each pair of opposite sides of the quadrangle ABGD are 
conjugate with respect to the apolar conic. 

Thus there is an infinite number of quadrangles inscribed in 
the fundamental conic and harmonic to the apolar conic ; the four 
vertices are given by forms apolar to the form 
a,' = 0. 

Now a X, fj., V be chosen so that p is arbitrary, any line 
through A is conjugate to BG, so that A is the pole of BG, and 
hence ABO is a self-conjugate triangle of the apolar conic u^^ = 0. 
In this case the cubic giving \, jj., v is apokr to a^* = 0, and therefore 
to every first polar of this form ; hence there is an infinite number 
of tiianglea insci-ibed in the fundamental conic and self-conjugate 
with respect to the apolar conic, and their vertices are given by 
the singly infinite number of cubic forms apolar to a* = 0. 

Next suppose that the linear factors of the quartie giving 
X, p., V, p are I,, m,, ii,, )V, then 

o^' = Ll^^ + Mm,* + Nn* + Br*, 
where L, M, N, R are independent of t. 

By polarizing we obtain the identity 

ai'a.,2 = L (l(l^y + M {mflrh^f -t- JV"(j!|n,}= -I- R {nr„)\ 
where ^, ij are any two points on the conic. 

Now by means of the usual substitutions 

»,-f*, 

the left-hand side becomes uJ. 
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Consider next the term l^l^. 
Since ^i = X^ and l^^— —\, this becomes 

or ?l,i%i + X]Xa«2 + Xg^s, 

and Xi=, XjXs, X^^ are the coordinates of A. so that 

where w^ = is the tangential equation of A. 

Hence we have 

Uy" s iitj^ + Mus^ + Nu(f + Uujf, 
and the conic is represented as the sum of four squares. 

In particular, if A, B, G be the vertices of a self- conjugate 
triangle, we obtain in Hke manner 

Uy^ = Lu^ + Mus' + Nu(^. 

These results are well known and easily obtained otherwise, 
but the methods here used may be applied with equal success to 
more difficult problems as we shall presently shew. 

Exactly the same reasoning applies to a conic c^ apolar to 

4Mi1I; — Uj^ = 0, 

and now the triangles are circumscribed to the fundamental conic 
and self- conjugate to the apolar conic. 

246. Condition of apolarity of two conies apolar to the 
standard conic. 

Suppose the two conies are 

that the first meets the standard conic in the points a^* = 0, and 
the second touches the tangents to the standard conic in the 
points 6a' =0. 

Then we have 

Oji s a/.a.^, and u.^ = b)Jji,,, 
and in particular 

Ci = a^^ ] 7i = bi 

Cg = 2([iaa \ , 7a = — fiifia 

hence Cy ~ a^hi + ri^h^^ — 2a,a.bih^ = {aby, 
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and the eonics are apolar when c^"- — 0, that is when 

or when the two binary qiiartics a,^ and h>^^ are apolar. This, gives 
another simple geometrical representation of apolar quartics. 

247. To many of the theorems developed for conies there are 
analogues for all curves possessing an apolar conic. For brevity we 
introduce a definition. 

If the equation of a curve of order m be 
/fc, «.„«.). 
and/ can be written as a linear combination of the forms 

„^(>-im^ r = l, 2, ...n, 

then the n lines %'■■' — 

are said to form a conjugate n-line with respect to the curve. 

In like manner if the tangential equation of a cui-ye of class 
mbe 

and can be written as a linear combination of the forms 

u^^«, r = l, 2, ...n, 
then the n points "!c,. = 

are said to form a conjugate 7i,-point with respect to the curve. 
Suppose then that the curve 

is apolar to the fundamental conic 

x^Xs — x^ — 0, 
the equation may be written 

where a*^' = 

gives the 2n points in which the curve meets the conic. 
If a\™ be apolar to the form 

whose linear factors arc 
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then u^™- can be expressed as a linear corabitiation of 

Pa'""", P^""^ ... i?A*''^ 
so that «{"«," is a linear combination of 
Pi'" ?'i'" , etc. 
and hence just as in the case of the conic it follows that the 
tangents to the conic at the points given by 

P\"' = 0, ^a'^' =0, ... 73a"''=0, 
i.e. by ^a'' = 0, 

form a conjugate r-line with respect to the curve whose equation 
can accordingly be expressed as a sum of r nth powers. 

The above will suffice to indicate the general principles which 
we shall now apply to the ternary cubic and quartic, 

248. Ternary Cubic. A cubic curve, as we have seen, 
§ 242, always possesses an infinite number of apolar conies. Take 
the fundamental conic for one of these and let 

be the equation of the cubic. 
This may be written 

and meets the conic in the points given by 
V = 0. 

This binary sextic has three linearly independent second 
polars, ajid therefore a singly infinite number of apolar binary 
quartics but not in general an apolar cubic 

Hence a ternary cubic may be written in an infinite number 
of ways as the sum of four cubes for each apolar conic it possesses, 
but not in general as tlie sum of three cubes for an arbitrary 
apolar conic. 

The condition that the binai-y sestic 



may have an apolar cubic is that the determinant formed by the 
coefficients of its third differential coefficients may be zero, i.e. that 
any four third polars may be linearly dependent. 
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This condition is 

{aaj (a'a'y (a"ay (aa"y {a'a"J [ul'a'J = 0. {% 187) 
Kow M^= = Ci, 

lieucc (aa') (tt'tt") (a"(i) 

l(ccV') 

and the condition reduces to 

(cc'o")(c'o"c"')(<,"i)"'<;)(D"'co') = 0. 
This is an invariant of the cubic 

and hence however we choose the apolar conic we cannot reduce 
the cubic to the sum of three cubes unless a certain invariant of 
degree four vanishes. 

249. Ternary Quartic. Here there is no apolar conic 
unless the six second differential coefficients are linearly de- 
pendent, i.e. unless a certain invariant called the Catcdectica/nt 
vanishes. 

Now if the quarfcic can be written as the sum of five fourth 
powers it must have an apolar conic, because a conic can be chosen 
apolar to any five fourth powers — in fact we have only to describe 
a conic touching the five straight lines represented by the linear 
forms. 

Hence in general a ternary qoartic cannot be expressed as the 
sum of five fourth powers. 

But if the catalecticant be zero there is an apolar conic and, 
taking it for a fundamental conic, the equation of the quartic may 
be written 

ra/ V = 0, 
where a^^ = gives the points of intersection with the conic. 

Now a singly infinite number of quintics can be found apolar 
to a binary octavic, hence in this case the quartic curve has a 
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singly infinite number of conjugate five-lines, and all such lines 
touch the apolar conic. 

260. We shall conclude this chapter with a brief account of 
the class of invariant forms known as combinants, confining 
ourselves to binary forma. 

An invariant or covariant of any number of binary forms 

h.U .-/, 

of the same order is said to be a combinant ii' it be unaltered, 
except as regards a factor independent of the forms, when each 
form / is replaced by a linear combination of the type 

in which the V% are constants. 

For example in the case of two binary forms we have 

so that the Jacobian of two binary forms is a combinant. 

For the sake of brevity we shall deal with the combinants of 
three binary forms 

_/^ = (to'Ci" 4--nai»i"~'iC3-|- ... +0^3)2" 
/, = &„»i" ■!■ nhyx^'^^n:^ -I- . . . + i^^a" 

A combinant is not only unaltered by a linear substitution 
effected on the variables, but also by a linear substitution of the 
type , , , 

ftr = *!«)■ + "ilt'i- + %C,' 
t/ = h^r + tn-ihr + "fhCr 
Cy — IgO,- + mjJr + n^Cr 

effected on the coefficients. 

Regarded as a function of the coefficients the combinant is 
therefore an invariant of the linear forms 



a.|, + ^,.?,+ c,.r., r = l, 2.... 

if we put 

f,= i,f,' + Lf,- + i,,f.'eti!. 
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we find a/ = ^Or + Wi^r + "i^r etc. 

which are the substitutions above. 

Hence, by the fundamental theorem on the symbolical 
representation of invaiiants, a combinant, as far as the coefficients 
a, h, c are concerned, is a rational integral function of determinants 
of the type 

bp bg by j. 

Cp Cg Cr \ 

A like result applies to any number of binary forms. 
Thus for example for two quadratics 

a.„V + 2aiaj|iCa + a^is^ 

a combinant is a function of 

as far as the coefficients are concerned. 

But the Jacobian is 

((£(61 — a^h^x^ + (a^h-i - a^h^x^x^ + {aih^ — a^^)xi\ 
and hence a combinant is a rational integral function of the 
coefficients of the Jacobian and the variables. Hence any 
combinant is an invariant form of the Jacobian, and therefore the 
complete system of combinanta in this case consists of the Jacobian 
and its discriminant — the latter is equivalent to the resultant of 
the two original forms. 

It is easy to form any number of combiiiants of two binary 
forms, for 

(i) An invariant or covariant of a combinant is itself a 
combinant, since it is manifestly an invariant form and further 
involves the coefficients of the original forms in the manner 
peculiar to combinants. 

(ii) Let y, and /j be two binaiy forms, I^ an invariant foim of 
/i and the corresponding form for Xj/^ + X^/s, 

X^io + Xi^-'X^/i + . . . + Xj™/^ , 
then a.n invariant of this expression considered as a binary form in 
(Xj, X^) is a combinant of/i and f^. 
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For such an invariant is unaltered wbeo we effect a linear 
substitution on the x's because each / is an invariant form ; and it 
is unaltered when we effect a linear substitution on the coeEGcieuts 
because it is an invariant of the form in \ written above. 

251. Gombioants naturally occur in the discussion of rational 
curves as we shall now shew. 

Suppose such a curve is para metrically represooted by 
{,-a."a/. 
t.-4.-»/. 

f.-c."=/., {»f.§l%) 

then the curve is unaltered by a linear substitution effected on 
the ic's since its equation is found by eliminating the x'b. 

Now if a set of points on the curve be defined by some 
projective property the equation giving their parameters is 
derived from f^, f^, /a in a definite way, hence if by means of a 
linear 8ubstitution/i,_^,j^become_/i',//,// the transformed equation 
for the parameters is derived tromfiifs',/^' in the same way as its 
original form was derived tromf,,/^,/,. 

Thus if the equation he (7 = it follows that Cis a covariant 
of/../,,/.. 

Next, keeping the parameters fixed, to change the triangle of 
reference we replace f,, ^2, |j by linear functions of themselves, so 
that_/\,_/^,/a are replaced by linear combinations of the form 

!■/. + « + !./.. 
Now the equation giving the parameters of the set of points 
must be independent of the triangle of reierence, for such points 
depend on the curve itself, and the parameters of every point of 
the curve are unchanged when we alter the triangle of reference ; 
hence G is not only a covariant but a combinant of the forms 
/i. /ai fs, and the rational curve is the natural geometrical 
representation of the system of combinants. 

The curve can be equally well defined by the system of 
forms apolar to /,, /a, /a, because these determine /„ fa, fa, 
and the projective properties of the curve are also given by the 
combinants of the apolar system of forms. 
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Wc are therefore led to the theorem that the corabiaaiits of 
two apolar systems of forms are identical, and in fact a rigorous 
algebraic proof of its truth will be found in Meyer's Apola^ritdt, 

I". 

As an esample the reader may verify that in the quartic curve 

the points of inflexion are given by 

and that, if dx* and e/ be two forms belonging to the apolar system, 
they are also given by 

(de) (£/e/ = 0. 

The first equation follows from the ordinary methods of the 
differential calculus — the second from the fact that the conditions 
of collinearity of four points are easily expressed by means of the 
apolar system ; if X be a point of inflexion, and /i the point in 
which the inflexional tangent meets the curve again, we have 
d/?di^ = 0, e^e^ = so that /^ may be eliminated. 

The full discussion of the theory of combinants would lead us 
too far from the methods of the present treatise, and accordingly 
we shall content oui'selves with the explanation of a "translation- 
principle" connecting the combinants of binary forms with the 
covariants of ternary forms. 

252. It will be convenient to change the notation and to 
suppose a rational curve given by 

^i = a!_x^ + nbix^^a^-'r + ^i*;.'') 

|2 = a2«i" + ji&sa^,"-'iKa + + h^x^^\- 

^i = atX^-\-'nh,x^-'^x^+ H-iaiCa"] 

Consider the problem of finding the locus of the point of 
intersection of two straight lines which meet the curve in two seta 
of n points given by binary forms for which a certain combinant 
is zero. 

Let the two lines be 

Mj = 0, v^— 0, 
and denote by f their point of intersection. 
The two binary forms are 

du'^'i" + nb^x^^x^ + . . , 4- kuX^J^ 
and (ii,i»i" + «&BiCi"~% + ... + Kx^, 
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and any combinant is a functio 



I <h 



Now 



[CH. XIV 

of (Jeterminants of the type 

K I 

hence the equation of the locus is found by changing (ah) in the 
expression of the vanishing combinant into (ab^). 
For example if two lines meet the cubic curve 

etc. 
in two apolar sets of points we have 

{a^d^ — (hdu) — 3 (b„c^ — b^c^) = 
or (ad^) -S{ho^) = 0, 

and hence the locus of their common point |^ is a straight line. 

It is evident that if .i be a point of inflexion then the tangent 
at A and any line through A satisfy the conditions of the problem, 
so that all the points of inflexion of the curve lie on this straight 
line. 

As a second example let us find the equation of the cubic. 
Here the two straight lines meet on the curve and the vanishing 
combinant is the X eliminant of the two binary forms. 

Following Bezout's method, the eliminant of 
pXi^ + qx{'cc^ + rx^x^ + sx^ 
and p'iCi' + q'x^x^ + t'xjX^ + s'x^ 

is ipq) iP'^) (ps') =0, 

(pr) (ps) + (qr') (qs'} 
(ps) (qs') (rs') 

and hence making^ = «„,§ = 36« etc. the equation required is 
3(0*^) 3(acf) (ad^) =0. 

3(ac?) (ad^) + 9(bo^) ^(bd^) 
(ad^) S(bd^) ■ SicdO 

It is clear that a similar method applies to the curve of the 
nth degree. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

TYPIS. 
253. It was proved in § 35 that the effect of operating with 

on a covariant ^ of a simultaneous system of binary forms, which 
includes a^ and 61," where 

ax" = {At„ j1i, ... A,^Xi, x^y 
h^^ = {B„B„ ...Bnj_ccux,r, 
is itself a covariant of the system. 

All covariants thus obtained from <I> are said to be of the same 
type as ^. In other words two covariants are said to be of the 
same type if one of them is obtainable from the other by means 
of operators of this kind. For example the invariants 

(/./)". (/, *)", (f «■ 

of two quadratics /, are all of the same type. 

It should be noticed that this connection between two co- 
variants is not necessarily reciprocal; two covariants ^i, *I>j, 
where <E>2 is obtainable from ^^ by operators of the required 
kind, are of the same type, even if 't*, is not so obtainable from 
4*2. Thus if ^"(0,, a', ...) is a simultaneous covariant of a system 
of quantics which includes f= a^ = a'^\ <f> = hj^, and if F is of 
the second d«gree in the coefficients of / but does not contain 
those of 1^, the covariant 

J?(»,i.,..,) + Ji' (6, o,...)-(*|.)j!'(<<, «■,...) 
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is of the same type as F(a, of, ...); but here 

!■(«, «'....)=(/ 3^) -f(», 6....) 
and wc see that F{a,a', ...) and F{a,h, .,.) are of the same tj-pe. 

It will be seen in this way thab two covariants ^i, *s may- 
each be of the same type as a third covariant 'J>, although nei'ther 
'I>i nor ^2 is obtainable from the other by an operator of the kind 
considered. In view of this the further statement is necessary 
that covariants which are each of the same type as a third 
covariant are (by definition) of the same type as each other. 

254. Every covariant of degree m, of one or more quantics, is 
of the same type as a covariant which is linear in the coefficients 
of each of m quantics — the number of quantics in the system 
being, of course, increased if necessary. Any such representative 
covariant is, for convenience, called a type; a type is then a 
covariant which is linear in the coefficients of each of the 
quantics concerned, it being understood that these are not special 
quantics of the system and that the word type is used in a purely 
formal sense. 

Thus for three quadratics (§ 139 a) 

{ab){bc){ca) 
is an irreducible tjpe, and furnishes only one invariant of the system ; (abf 
m also an irreducible type and fumiehea sis invariants. 

It should be noticed that if /„ /a, /a are the quadratics, aud 

tho invariant (•'i.si/a)^ 

is not of the same type as {ahf, because ./i,^ is not one of the fundamental 

quautics of the system. 

Consider the covariants of a simultaneous system of binary 
forms of the same order. When the number of binary forms is 
indefinitely increased, the number of irreducible covariants will 
also be increased without limit ; in fact the number of irreducible 
covariants belonging to any one type will be indefinitely increased. 
The question arises — does the number of irreducible types increase 
indefinitely too ? This question has been answered in the negative 
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by Peano*. Peano's theorem is the folloiviiig; ; Every type of a 
system of binary n-ics which does not furnish irreducible covariants 
for a system of n n-doa is reducible, with tlw sin 
ception of the invariant type 



So -B, 



I K, K, ... K^ I 
where (A„ A,, ... A„~$a!-i, ic,)" 

are n + 1 n-ics. But if this invariant is reducible, all types are 
reducible which do not furnish irreducible covariants for n — \ 

A proof of this theorem is given in the next chapter. 

255. As was pointed out in | 21 there are two principles 
by means of which the reduction of a covariant has to be 
attempted, viz. : 

(i) The fundamental identities 

ibc) (ad) + (ca) (hd) + (ah) (cd) = 
(be) a^ + (ca) b^ + (ab) c^ = 0. 

(ii) The fact that the interchange of two symbols which 
refer to the same quantic does not alter the actual value of a 
symbolical product. 

To effect the reduction of a type the first of these two 
principles must alone be employed, 

256. The quadratic types. The quadratics will be denoted, 
as usual, by 

ax\ V. e^", .... 

* Alt! di Torino, t. %mi. p. 580 (1S81). See also Jordan {Liimville, 1876, 
2 Bar. ni.), who proved that the number of irreducible types belonging to any 
simultaueoQS system of forms, tlie order of each of wliioh is less t^an some fixed 
nninber it, ia finite. 

O. 1 Y. 21 
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For invariants the only symbolical products to be considered 

(aby 

(oh) (be) (ca) 
{ab)ibc){cd){da) 



The first two of these are irreducible, for the fimdamental 
identities give us no relations by which we may reduce them. 
The other iuvariant types are all reducible. For 

2 (ab) (be) (cd) (da) = (aby (ody + (bcf (daf - (acf (bd)' ; 
operate on this identity with 

3 , 3 

then 

(ab) (be) (cd) (de) + (eb) (be) (ed) (da) 

= - (cdy (ab) (be) - (bcf (ad) (de) + (bd)' (ac) (ee). 
But 

(ab) (be) (ed) (de) - (eb) (be) (cd) (da) = (be) (cd) (db) (ae). 
Hence 
2(ab)(bc)(cd)(de) 
= (be) (cd) (db) (m) - (cdf (ab) (be) - (be)' (ad) (de) + (bdf (ac) (ee). 
By means of these two identities all the invariant types of 
degi'ee gi'eater than three are at once reduced. Now any 
covariant of a system of quantics of even order must be itself 
of even order (§ 20) ; hence any covariant type of the quadratic 
may always be obtained by replacing one or more letters in 
the symbolical expression for some invaiiant type by the variable. 
For example, from (aby we obtain . cb^ on replacing bi by — atj and 
bi by X,. Hence the irreducible covariant types are 

The quadratic has then only four irreducible types (compare 
§139 A), 

W, (ab)(bc)(m). 

ax\ (ab)axb,,. 
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The second is in fact the determinant type referred to above, 
for as has already been pointed out, 



(ab)(bc){ca) = 



hb. 



257, The cubic types, It is possible to obtain the complete 
system of types for binary forms of a given order by a method 
almost identical with that of Chapter Vi. for co variants of 
a single binary form. The reductions in this method are 
generally very difficult to obtain. The cubic types, however, 
can bo thus obtained simply. It is thought unnecessary to go 
through the general argument, the alterations in Chapter vi. 
to meet the case of types being mainly verbal. It should be 
noticed that the finiteness of the complete irreducible system of 
types could thus be demonstrated. 

Let a~£^ bx", c^, ... be the cubics. The symbol ^will be used 
to denote any one of them indifferently. The types of degree two 
are 

(ab)a:i?b/ = J, (a})faJ}x = H, {abf. 

Consider first the types of grade unity. These all contain 
a factor {ab), and hence are terms of ti'ansvectants of J with 
types of grade not greater than unity. 

In fact any such type is a term of a transvectant of the form 



(J,/,.,./,, F,F,...F,)\ 
where the bar over the left-hand member indicates any type 
obtained by convolution from the product there written down. 
It follows at once that every type of unit grade can be expressed 
as a sum of numerical multiples of such trans vectants. Now by 
§§ 74, 75 any type obtained by convolution from J,, J.^, ... Jt 
is of grade two at least. Hence the only iiTeducible types of unit 
grade are expressible as transvectants of the form 
(JJ^...Jr, F,F,...F,)\ 

If X = 1 this is clearly reducible — for / is a Jaeobian. 

If X, > 1, this contains a term of grade two. 

Therefore the only irreducible type of unit grade is J. 
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Now the irreducible types of the quadratic H ai-o 

Hence the types of grade two are expressible as transvectants 
of the form 

{H,H....H^K,K, ... Kp, F,F,...FyJ,J,....Af 
or of these multiplied by invariant types. 

In the first place we notice that E and J are Jacobiana and 
hence we may suppose that neither /? nor S exceeds unity. 
"We have the following types to consider : 

{ff,F), (H,Fy, (H,H„Fy, (H,H,H„F,F,y 

{H,J)\ {H,H„Jy, {HJ{,,Jy 

(K,Fy, (HK,Fy, {H,H.,K,F,F,y, (K,jy. (HK,Jy, {HK,Jy. 

Of these {S^H^H^, F,F^y contains the term 
(«i6i)= (chhy {aAy(<^iC,)(l>iC,) (a^c^ (ftsCa) {a,Ci) (fisC;,) 
= iaA){bi<h) (Citti) . ((hb,)Ac,) (0,0^) . (aAy(<:t,b,){aA) («.Ci) Ac,) 
= J I (aiaa)= (aAY ("iCa)' [ 

lAa^y Ahy Ao.y\i<hhy(<hk)ici.A)(a^c,}Ac.}.:.{Vn 
I (oithf (cAy (fiiC^y ' 

This is a sum of terms obtained by convolution from products of 
four types S, and hence is reducible. In exactly the same way 
the type {H,B^K, F^F^y may be reduced. 
The type (H, jy contains a term 
(aby (be) {ad) (cd) c^d^ 

= - i {ab) {(aby (cdy + (bey (ady - (acy {bd)"} cA, 
which may he expressed in terms of the type (HiH^ and reducible 
forms. 

The type (K, Jy contains the term 
(H, H.,) (H, c) (H.d) (cd) cA: 

=-k {{H,H,f{cdy + (H,cy (H,dy - (H,dy(H,cyi c^d^. 

and hence is reducible. 

The type (HjHi, Jy contains the term 

(H^, {S.„ Jf) = S (-ffi, (ifi, H^)) + reducible terms, 
and hence is reducible. In the same way, the types (H^Hz,J)', 
{HK, jy, (UK, Jy may be reduced. 
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The type 

(K, ?)■ = (ff.ir.) (E,F) {H,F) F. 

~{H,FnB,F)H„- (H,F)'(H,F)H„-, 
and 2 (if.ff,. Ff - (ff, J?)' (H,F)F, + (H,Fy (H,F) F,. 

Hence both {K, F)' and {H^H^, Ff can be expressed in terms 
of the type 

{H,F)-{H,F)F, = L,. 

Lastly, iKK, Fy contains the term 
(o,i,)>(a,i,)-((i.i.)'(6,o,)(ii,»)(o.o)(6.i!)6„ 

- {(«Ay («.W (6,«,) («,c) (<..c) (i.c) o„-, 6„')-. 
Now the left-hand member of this transvectant is a type of 
degree sis aod order two; looking back at the possible types of 
this order we see that it must he of the form 

The second and third of these terms contain invai'iant factors, 
and can therefore only lead to reducible terms in the above trans- 
vectant. Also 

2LJ., = 2 (ahy (ac) (he) c, . (def (df) (ef}f, 
= {ah){de)o.4A(adr {mf {aff | 
{hdf (bef {b/r 
i (cd)' (cef (err I 
= 2 (^1^.)' -ffs + S (H.H,) (H.H,) H,^ H,^ 

The type {HK, F)' is thus reducible. 
The complete system of irreducible cubic types is then 
(ab)', (abf {be) icdf (da), (ab)' (be) (cdf (de) (eff (fa), 
(abf (ac) (6o) c^, (abf (cdf (ae) (be) (ce) 4, 
(abf a^bx, (abf (be) (cdf a^d^, 
aj, (ahf (be) a^Cx, 
(ab) ajbx, 
there being ten types in all. 

The system of irreducible concomitants for two cubics may be 
obtained from the system of types or else directly, they will be 
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found in the works of Clebsch and Gordan. The syzygies between 
them have been obtained by von Gall {Math. Arm. Bd. xxxi.). 

258. Perpetuants. The in-educible serainvaiiantB (§ 32) of the 
binary form of infinite order are called petyettiants. The complete 
system of perpetnants for one binary form of infinite order has 
been obtained by Macmahon* and Strohf. The system is, of 
course, infinite in extent, but the individual members of it have 
all been identified. 

The complete system of perpetuants for any simultaneous 
system of binary quantics of infinite order was obtained by 
MacmahonJ; and in particular the perpetuant types may be at 
once obtained from this paper. 

The method by which these results were obtained, does not 
fall within the scope of this book. The results have been 
obtained more recently by means of the symbolical notation 
which has been here developed ; and this investigation^ we 
shall follow. 

259. A covariant is completely defined when the determinant 
ftictors in its symbolical expression are known ; it will be 
convenient to use this part of the symbolical expression only. 
In dealing with forms of infinite order, it must be remembered 
that the complete expression for a covariant contains each of the 
factors ttx, K, ■.. raised to an indefinitely high power. 

The identity 

(be) a^ + (ca) K + (ab) c^ = 
may now be written 

(bo) + (ca) + (ab) = 0. 
By means of this identity any factor (be), in a covariant, which 
does not contain a may be replaced by 
(ac) — (ab), 
i.e. by factors which do contain a. Thus all covariant types may 
be expressed in terms of those which are of the form 

(ab)*-(ao)"-(ad)''... 
where a is any one of the letters chosen at will. 

* Ptoc. Land. Math. Sac, vol. xsvi. See also Am, Journal, vols, vn. vui. 

t Math. Ann., Bd. msvi, 

t Gamb. Phil. Soc. Trails., vol. xix. pp. 234—348. 

§ Grace, Proc. Lond. Slath. Soc, vol. xxsv. 
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The types of this foi-m are all linearly independent, for no 
linear algebraical identity can connect their symbolical expres- 
sions. 

Hence if all reditcihle types were expressed in terms of types 
of this form, we should be able to write down the perpetuant 
types. 

It must be remembered that « is a perfectly definite quantic 
of the system. Further that the remaining quantics concerned in 
any particular covariant will be considered in a particular order 
determined beforehand. 

260. Consider the types of degi-ee three; if w be the weight, 
we know that 

(6cr= Rfflc)- («&))- 

= (ae)'"-w(a6) (ac)"- + +(- l)'"(a&)». 

Hence the covariant (ab) (oc)*^' is expressible in terms of reducible 
covariants and of covariants in which the index of (ab) is greater 
than unity. Hence all perpetuant types of degree three are 
expressible in terms of the types 

iab)^{acy, X<t2, /:i<tl. 

It should be noticed that of the three quantics concerned any one 
may be chosen to correspond to a, 6 or c respectively. 

Further, the only reducible covariants of degree three and 
weight w are represented by 

{bcY", (ab)", (ac)™, 

and hence the seminvariants {aby^ (ac)" (X <t 2, // -t 1) are both 
independent and irreducible. 

261. Types of degree four may all be expressed in terms of 
the independent forms 

(abY {dcy (ady. 
If /V. or /i be less than 2, then as in the previous paragraph the 
index of (ab) or (ac), as the case may be, can be increased at the 
expense of the index oi.(ad). 
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Thus, since the reducible covariaot 
(abY (ad)^' = (abf [(ad) - (ac)}'"-^ 

+ (^ 2 ) ^"^^' ^''''*' (a(?)"^^-= - . . . , 

the covariant (obY (ac) {odY'-'--' can be expressed in terms of 
reducible forms and of covariants 

{ah}"- (ac)'^ (fl.ti)'^^-^ {/j, > 1). 

When both X and /i. are greater than unity, say \ + fi = M, we 
may express, by means of Stroh's series § 64, the products 

(aby {acY 
m terms of the following three sets: 

(i) (nt)^, (n6)^-' (ac), . . . {aby (ac)^"* ; 
(ii) (acY^, (ac)^-' (ab) ; 
(iii) (bc)^, (hc)^-' (ab). 

The products contained in (ii) and (iii) need not be considered, 
for the corresponding covariants can be expressed linearly in terms 
of reducible covariants and of covariants in which the number 
of factors involving a, b, c only is greater than X + /i. These 
latter forms can be dealt with in the same way. 

Thus we see that ultimately we can express all the covai-iauts 
of degree four in terms of reducible covariants and of such as 
have the factor (aby. Fuiiiher we have seen that we may suppose 
the coefficient of (ao) to be greater than unity : hence all covariants 
of degree four can be expressed in terms of reducible covariants 
and of covariants of the form 

where A. -4: 4, /i^;2, v-^1, and the aiTangement of the letters 
a, b, c, d has been fixed beforehand. 

262. The theorem can now be proved in general by induction. 
We shall assume that all covariant types, of a system of binary 
forms of infinite order, which are of degi-ee « + l or less, can be 
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expressed linearly in terms of reducible covariants aud of covariants 
of the form 

(iia,)*' («f(s)'^ ... (««„)*«, 
where \i^"-', X,<t 2"-^ ... V-t 1, 

and the arrangement of the letters a, «i, O3, ... o^ is fixed. 

For degree w + 2 we have only to consider the covariants of 
the form 

Now («Ka)*'ii is of the same symbolical form as a covariant 
of degree n+1 oi the system; hence, using the result for that 
degree, we may, if Xs<2'^', express it in terms of covariants of 
the same form but for which the index of (a«a) is not less than 
S""*^, and of reducible covariants. In the same way, if Ti, < 2"~', 
the index of (aWi) in the product (ttOi)'*^ R can be increased. 

Let X, + X, = 3/^ 2 . 2"->, N= 2""^ ; 

then, as before, by means of Stroh's series all products 
(aaiYiaOiY can be expressed in terms of the il/+l following 
products : 

(ii) (aa^)^, {aa^)^-''(aa,), ... {a<h)^-^-^^(aa,)^-\ 

(iii) (0,0,)^, (a,a^r-'(acH), ... {a,a^)^-^+'{aa,r-K 

The products contained in (ii) and (iii) need not be considered, 
for the corresponding covariants have factors of the form (aix,)"iJ 
where p < 2"-' ; hence these covariants can be expressed in terms 
of reducible forms and of products which contain a greater 
number of fectors involving a, a^, ih onlj'. 

The products contained in (1) all contain the factor {aaj^. 
Hence all covariants of degree 51 + 2 are expressible in terms of 
reducible forms and of covariants which have the symbolical 
factor (aa,)^. But these can, by an application of the assumed 
result for degree n + 1, be expressed in terms of reducible forms 
and of the covariants 

(aa,)*' (aa^)*' ... (aa,^iY"", 
where X,<(;2", \-i;2"-\ ... V+i -^ 1. 
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The theorem is then true for degree n + 2 if it is true for 
degree n + 1; it has been proved for degrees three and four aiid is 
therefore true for all degrees. 

263, It should be noticed that it has not been proved that the 
covariants retained are irreducible. It is practically certain that 
this is so, but no rigorous proof has yet been given. The number 
of covariants retained which are of degree n + 1 and weight w 
may be found as follows. If 

,y<2»-' + 2""=+... + 1, 
i.e. if w<2" — 1, all the covariants are reducible. If w<f:2" — 1, 
the covariants retained are of the form 

{aaiY" (aaiY" ...{aan).R, 
where H is any product 

(affa)*i (aos)*' --. (aa„)*", 
and \i + Xa + . . . + X,, = w - 2" 4- 1. 

Hence the number required is the coefficient of fl™-='+i in the 
expansion of (1 - x)-^ — this being the number of homogeneous 
products of dimensions w — 2" + l of Ji letters. This is equal to 
the coefficient of x'"' in the expansion of 

This (jenerating function for perpetuant types is the same as 
that obtained by Macmahon's methods. 

264. The results thus obtained for perpetuant types are of 
gi-eat use in obtaining either the types or the ordinary covariants of 
a binary form of finite order. All that was required in the course 
of the argument was that the weight of the covariant under 
consideration should not exceed the order of the quantic — or 
quantics. Thus any covariant of weight w and of degree S of the 
binary n-ie which is such that 

2s-i_l >wi^n, 
is reducible. 

In § 114 the system of forms A, for a single binary form of 
order ^12 was discussed. The above considerations of weight, 
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alone shew that the following forms which were there retained 
are reducible 

{ahy {bcf (cdy (de), (aby (bcf (cd)" (de\ (abf (be) {cdy (def ; 
the argument apphes to the last of these three covariants only if 
the order of the binai-y quantic %" is greater than 12, it will be 
seen later that this is indeed reducible for the 12- ic. 

The remaining forms of the system would not be reducible as 
pei-petuants and hence we cannot hope to reduce them for forms 
of finite order ; the two forms 

(aby (bcf (cdy, (ahf (bo) (cdy, 
however, are congruent mod. (aby, as will be presently proved. 

265. The theorem for covariants of forms of finite order 
corresponding to that which has been proved for perpetuant types 
is the following*. 

AU covariants ivhich are of the first degree in the coefficients of 
each of the quantics 

ci^^', a^\ ... as_"5 

can be expressed linearly in terms of 
(i) covaHants of the form 

(a,ajy' (a^a^y-- ... (as^^ai^yi, 
where X,^2^^\ \i2^^, ... X^-j:!, 

and the arrangement of the letters Uj, a^, ... ttj is fixed; 
(ii) covariants which have a symbolical factor 

(ahakfiakaiY-r^; 
(iii) products of covariants of lower total degree. 
The proof of this theorem follows that for perpetuants very 
closely. We first assume that it is true when the total degree of 
the covariant considered is not greater than S — 1, and prove it 
when this total degree is S. 

Now the covariants to be considered can be expressed in terras 
of transvectants 

{<h:;o,^,Y (I), 

* Young, Proc. Land. Math. Soe. 190.^. 
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where Gs-1 is a covai-iant of the first degree in the coefficients of 
each of the quantics a,"', ai"\ ... as"s. 

On the assumption made C^-i can be expressed linearly in 
terms of covaiiants of the second class, of covariants of the form 

and of products of covariants of lower total degree. 

If Os-^ is of the second class the transvectant (I), and each of 

its terms, must be of the second class. 

If Ci_, is a product of two covariants P, Q, then the total 

degree of P being less than S we may express it in terms of 

covariants of the foi-m 

(at)'.(4c)-....(/i,)% 

and of covariants of the second and third classes. 

If iti + /ii be greater than the order of the form o, the trans- 

vectant contains a term of the second class; if it be not greater 

than this order the transvectant contains a reducible term. 

If P is of the second class the transvectant itself belongs to 
the second class ; and if P is of the third class, we may take one 
of its factors and proceed as before. 

If Cj-i belongs to the first class, we may take 

then when 7^^ + ii -^ ii^, the transvectant contains a term belonging 
to the second class ; but when X^ + /:* < «a i*- contains the term 

{a^a^Y {OiOs)^ {a^cQ^= ... (aj_i«j)^i, 
and hence covariants of this form alone need be considered. 

266. Let us now, for the sake of .shortness, write 



s (ffl^aB)'' (ttBao)*' ... (aB_i«i}''s-iaj"'"*'B5"'~^* ^■'... «i"s *5-i. 

Then we shall proceed to shew that, if « < 2^~^ the trans- 
vectant 

can be linearly expressed in terms of covariants of the second and 
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third classes, and of eovariants which contain a greater number of 
factors involving Oi, a^, as only. 

The two sets of eovariants (diaj)^ (ojaj)*', and ((diOs)^. (^1,"')", 
where h+k has a fixed value and k takes all possible values less 
than 2'"^, are equivalent. 

Hence if {aiCt^y = a^"i+"^""^, 

the above transvectants may be linearly expressed in terms of the 
following. 

Any one of these transvectants is a covariant of unit degree in 
the coeflicients of each of the S — 1 quantics 

it can therefore, by hypothesis, be expressed in terms of eovariants 
of the form 

{m^Y' {a^a^y- ... («j_i «;)"£- a, 
where ii^J(.'2?--^, /Hg'i;2'-*, ... ^i-s -j; 1, 

and of eovariants belonging to the second and third classes. 
Thus the number of factors involving a^', a^, «s only, can be 
increased when « < 2^~=. 

It should be noticed that covai'iants of the second class here 
include those which contain the factor 

{auar (fflat)".*"^-^"-". 

It is easy to see that such a covariant belongs to the second 
class in the enunciation ; for, we may suppose 

and therefore v'^n-t — fj., 

the covariant considered then contains the factor 
(a7,ffli)"i~'^(ai([2)^. 

267. The covariant 

{(ha,)'"- {a^a^ {a^a^''' ... {a^-^ai)h-i 
is a term of the trai^vectant 

and hence differs from the whole traosvectant or from any one of 
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its terms by covariants in which the numbei' of factors involving 
Oi, %, flj only is greater than X. + fi. 

By § 266, we see that we may suppose that neither \ nor fj. is 
less than 2*~^ ; and hence that X^ + ^ -i 2^~'. The covariant 

can be linearly expressed in terms of the covariants 
(i) («,a.)*'+^ (a^a.f'^'^-H'ha,), ... {<Ha.;f-'' {a,a,Y'^>^-^'-\ 
(ii) («l<t,)*'■'^ {a^a.f'-^'^-^ia.a,), ... {a,a,y'^-^-^-'+^ (a,a,f-'-\ 
(iii) (a,a,)^+%(a,(h)^+>'-^{<hai%... (a,a,)^+>'-^^-^+^(a,ay~'-K 
Tranevectants of a covariant from one of the last two rows with 
aj^'~^q/ can be expressed in terms of covariants which contain 
a greater number of factors involving a^, a^, as only. Hence we 
may ultimately express all covariants in question linearly in terms 
of covariants having a factor (Oiij)*', where X, ■t 2*~^, and of 
covariants belonging to the second and third classes. Proceeding, 
as in § 266, with the covariants which have a factor (ttiRs)*' where 
V-^ 2^ we see that all covariants may be expressed linearly in 
terms of covariants of the form 

(thChY' (fha^y^ ■■■ (as-iasy^, 
where X^ <!: 2«-^, X^-t 2^'. ■-- ^s -fc 1, 

and of covariants of the second and third classes. 

Thus the theorem is true when the total degree of the 
covariant is S, provided that it Is true when this total degi'oe is 
less than B. 

268. It remains to shew that this theorem is true when the 
total degree is three. 

The covariants to be considered are 

Unless Xi + ^a + Xj is less than each of the numbers Wj, n.^, ii^, 
this covariant belongs to the second class. For let 

Xj + Xj + Xs > n., 
then by means of the identity 
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the above covariant can be expressed in terms of the forms 

and belongs to the second class. 

If Xi + X^ + Xj is less than each of n,, n^, n^ the argiimont used 
for perpetuants may be repeated here word for word. The theorem 
is then true for total degree three, and therefore for any total 
degree. 

269. If all the qualities are of the same order n we obtain a 
theorem concerning covariant types of a simultaneous system of 
binary n-ics. 

In this case the covariants of the second class contain a factor 
of the form (ahY (tc)""^, and hence a factor of the form 

{aby {bcy-i^ (cay, 
where i" *t ^ . p-i;2n — S/j., 

(see I 6S). 

Hence all covariant types of a system of binary n-ics can he 
expressed linearly in terms of 

(i) Covariants of the form 

(ai«2)*' {O'^a^Y' ■■■ (as-,asys, 
where \-^ 2^, X,H: 2^-\ ... X;;-^ 1, 

and the order of the letters is fixed beforehand, 

(ii) Covanants which have a factor of the form 
(aby (bey- >• (cay, 

where '^ ■* 2 ' P + 2»i - 3X. 

(iii) Products of covariants of lower total degree. 

270. The theorem just proved expresses all irreducible co- 
variants, of gi'ade ^^, in terms of a certain number of forms, 

which, there is good reason to believe, are irreducible when n is 
infinite. If this be so, these forms are certainly irreducible for 
finite values of n. 
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However, it does not follow that we cannot express them in 
terms of covariants of higher grade oi' else of eovaiiants of the 
second class. 

In this connection we shall prove the following: all covanant 
types of the Unary n-ic can be expressed linearly in terms of 
covariants of the form 

{a^a^'iOiaiY'-... (as^^asY^-i, 
where \^2X^, 'K^>Xx, \>'Ki, ... \i^^>\i_i, 

and of covariants belonging to the second and third classes. 

Using the previous theorem we see that covariants of the form 
C = (a^a^Y' (a^a,y^ ... («s-, ttf)*'*-! 
alone need be considered. 

Let fii if- 2/is, then C is a term of 

{(Oia^y- (a^a^y'\ {a.a^Y^ ... (ne_i«j>'5-iffl^^"-''a,^"-*'-''...)%=a:, 

and differs from any other term by covariants which involve a 
greater number of factors containing «i, a^, a, only. 

Then by Stroh's theorem, we may express (aia^)"' (a^ttj)''' in 
terms of covariants of the form 

(»6)'.(fc)>.. 
where Xj-t2Xj, Ai + X2 = /'i + A'i^ 

and a, b, c are the letters a,, a^, a^ in some order. 

Let (abY' s a3i="-^i, 

we have then to consider covariants of the form 
(aa^Y' (.(^sC'i)'^ ...(aj_iaj)^i-i. 
If Xo < /Is ws "o^y consider the transvectant 
({cLa3)'^(a3a^Y^, {a^a^Y' ... (as-iaeY''-iCi,^''~"''a^ "''^■'-"')%=i. 

Then ((ms)^ (asajy^ can be expressed linearly in terms of 
(03^4)^+'^^ and of members of the sets 

(msY (aaffii)^"'''^'"^', {aUiY (ck'^hY"'^'^'''', 
where K > — ^r^—. 
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We may proceed in exactly the same way at every step, and so 
prove the theorem. 

It will he noticed here that the order of the letters in the 
CO variants 

is not fixed. 

271. The Maximum Order of a covariant. Let us con- 
sider the covariant types of a system of quantics of which none of 
the orders exceeds n. By § 265, these types can all be expressed 
in terms of covariants of three kinds. Consider the covariante of 
the second kind. These contain a factor of the form 

We may suppose that X ^: Jia ~ X; the order of the covariant 

is then ?i, + Wo — 2X :t' Wi ^ n. 

Now let us introduce a new symbol, for each covariant whose 
order does not exceed n. Covariants of the second kind are thus 
at once reduced in degree. Covariants thus reduced may them- 
selves be expressed in terras of covariants of the three different 
kinds. The covariants of the second kind may again be reduced, 
and so on. Hence finally we have expressed the system of 
covariants in terms of covariants of the form 
(aia^y-i {aiOsY' . .. (ae-iasy's-i, 
where \ <(; 2'-=, \ -^ 2'"=, ... Xj-, -j: 1, 

— Oi"', a,'\ ... as"s being either membei-s of the original system 
of quantics or covariants of that system whose order does not 
exceed ii — ; and of products of covariants of lower degree. 
The covariant of maximum order must then be of the form 

where V •* 2^-=, X, <(: 2'-=, ... \s~, <t 1, 

and «i, Jia, ... Tij are all equal to or less than n. 

The order of this for a given value of S is a maximum when 

Xi = 2^'^ \2 = 2^-', ... Xs_i = l, 

«, = % = ... = «■£ = n. 

G. & Y. 22 
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In this caHO the order is 

nB-2(l + 2 + ...+ 2«-^) = n8 -2^ + 2, 
The maxiraum order is then the greatest of the numbers 

n, 2n-2, 3ji-6, ... nB-^' + 2, .... 
It is easy to see that if v — 2^ + ni, where n^<2\ then this 
maximum order is 

(X + l)(2* + n,)-2^+i + 2 = (A-l)2* + H,(X, + l) + 2. 
Comparison with perpetuanta shews at once, that if the reanlts 
for these are absolutely accurate, then the masimum order just 
obtained is always reached — even for a single quantie of order n 
except for the case m = 3. 

Ex. (i). The covariant {abf (be) (ed)^ {def of the twelvic referred to in 
§ 264 is of weight 13 and tienoe must be reducible to eovariauts of the second 
and third classes ; it is evidently reducible in the uaual sense of the word. 

Ex. (ii). Shew that the following covariants of the ten-ic <»n be expressed 
in terms of reducible covariants and of covariants of higher grade : 
(,ab)Hbc)^cd), 
(a6)"(6c)=(crf)S, 
(abf{boy{cd)^{de). 

Eefarences to papew by Jordan and Sylvester on the problem of § 271 and 
allied problems regarding weight and degree will bo found in Meyer. The 
limits hitherto given are much too high for large values of n. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

GENERAL THEOREMS ON" QTJANTICS. 

272. In this chapter certain results ai-e obtained by an applica- 
tion of the theory, or rather the notation of the theory, of finite 
substitution groups. So little knowledge of this subject is required, 
that, for the sake of readers unacquainted with it, we shall start 
from the commencement, and prove the few well-known theorems 
required. 

In the first place a function of n variables 

is under consideration ; the function 

is derived from this by the interchange of the two variables «i and 
iCj. The operation by which the latter function is obtained from 
the former is called a substitution, it is usually denoted by the 
symbol (iCiiCj). Thus we may write 

/(icj, is„ xs, ... ts„) = {aHX^)f(a:,. x„ x„... x^). 
A more general example of a substitution is the operation by 
which the arrangement of variables 



the y's being the variables x^, Xj,,...Wn arranged in some ordei. 
This substitution is often written 



Cj":.3-^<'""'^'-"'"*"-^''"^" ■■■*'■ 
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Substitutions which represent merely the interchange of two 
variables are called transpositions ; thus the substitution (xiX^) 
introduced above is a transposition. 

The product of two substitutions. Let s,, s^ be any two sub- 
stitutions of the letters x,, x^,... .v„, the meaning here attached to 
the product s,Si is that it is an operation which when applied 
to a function of Wj, iCj, ,..«;„ is equivalent to the operation first of 
«2 on this function and then of s, on the resulting function. (The 
usual convention is that the substitution on the left is the first to 
operate, but the above is more convenient for our present purpose.) 
Thus 

The effect of s^ is merely to produce a rearrangement of the 
variables, the effect of s, on the resulting function is to produce a 
fresh rearrangement; thus the product of two substitutions is a 
substitution. 

It will be seen at once that substitutions obey the distributive 
law, for 

s, [s,».]/(»,. «„...«.) = «, [sAfix,. x„...^,S\ 

- 4 [«■ !»./(«„ «■■,... ^■.)1] 

-[»,%]«./(«„ ^■,. ..»=,). 
On the other hand substitutions are not in general commutative, 
tor example : 

=/(*,, ^n ^.\ 
but (iCia:3)(iC,fl:2)/(«i, it'j, x^ = (x,Xi)f{x3, x,, x.,) 

=Ax,.x„x,). 

Any substitution can be represented as a product of trans- 
positions. 

For any rearrangement of the letters x^, x^,...x„ can be 
produced, first by an interchange of «, and one other letter by 
which Xi takes its new position, nest by an interchange of x^ and 
another letter by which x^ is brought to its new position, and so on. 

It will be found that a substitution can be represented as a 
product of transpositions in a great number of ways, e.g. 
(x,x,) = («3iCs) (a:,x,) {x^ais) ] 
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but the number of transposttioiis in a product which represffiits a 
given suhstitution is always even or always odd. For consider the 



function 

-^...1 



= nK- 



the effect of any transposition operating on A is merely to change 
its sign. Hence 

sA=+A 

according as s is a product of an even or odd number of sub- 
stitutions. Substitutions wiif be called even or odd according as 
the number of transpositions of which tliey are corapceed is even 
or odd. 

Consider any rearrangement of the letters Xj_, x^, ... a;„ ; let x^ 
be the letter which takes the place of ic, ; Xg that which takes the 
place of x,.; x^ that which takes the place of Xg, and so on; we must 
sooner or later arrive at a stage when iCi is the lettei' which takes 
the place of x^, the last of the series. The substitution which 
replaces aji by x,., Xy by Xs, Xg by Xt and so on, and finally x^ by ^i 
is usually written (x^XTXeXt-.-ii^i) and is called a cycle. It is 
evident from the definition that 

(XiXrXeXt ...X„) = (av«s*j . . . Xu^O,). 

The rearrangement considered may be produced so far as the 
letters in the cycle are concerned by operating with (piXrXgXi ... a^). 
Let x^ be one of the letters not contained in this cycle, then we 
may suppose that x^ in the new arrangement takes the place of x^ 
and proceed as before. Thus we see that the rearrangement may 
be produced by operating with a number of independent cycles, 
i.e. cycles such that no two contain a common letter. Sence any 
substitution is equal to a product of a number of independent cycles. 

That operation which leaves any function operated on un- 
altered is called the identical substitution and is written 1. The 
product 

leaves every function unaltered, hence 
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Consider the rearrangement of the letters iCj, a^, ...«„ produced 
by any substitution s ; there is a periectly definite substitution 
which win change this neiv aiTangement back to the old arrange- 
ment. This is called the inverse substitution of s and is written 
s~'. In virtue of the definition of s~' we see that 

.-./(^.,.„...^,.)=/K,,^„. ..>:,), 



Again it is to be observed that the result of operating on the 
new arrangement of the letters with ss~' is to leave it unaltered, 
hence 



Consider the powers of any substitution, 



they are all substitutions, and since the number of different sub- 
stitutions of n letters is finite — in fact n\, the number of possible 
arrangements of those letters— these powers cannot be all different. 
Hence for some values of k, k, 



In virtue of the associative law, we can write 

Hence s^'^^ = s*"^'. 

Further, whatever substitution a may be, 

<r . s'' = <rs* ; 

hence if a- = (s~^)'', we see that 

Qi-'f . S' = (s-)'-s-'ss'" - {,-)"-;>'-' _ . . . . 1 ; 

and hence 1 = s*~^. 

We may suppose that k>h, hence among the positive powers 
of s we must find the identical substitution. Let ^ be the smallest 
positive index for which s^ = 1, then p is called the order of the 
substitution. 

The substitution o-scr~' 

is said to be conjugate to s. 
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In (T let the letter which replaces x^ be denoted by a 



where 7/,, y,. ... y„ are the letters aCi, x^, ... Xa arranged in some 
order. 

Now . = f^ *VM = p\ yy-yn\ 



...yn\{a!i X., 

'...yn'JKyj y. 



■ ■yj\x. 



...yn\fx, 
— yni\y, 



',J W y-I — Vn)' 

Therefore o-so— ' is the substitution which would be obtained by 
operating on the expression for s with the substitution a: It must 
then be a product of cycles each having the same number of letters 
as the cycles of s ; and is obtained from 5 by permuting the letters. 
Such substitutions are called similar. Eveiy substitution similar 
to s is obtained from s by a suitable permutation of the letters, 
and is therefore of the fonn o-scr~'. 

Now if s be any cycle {x-^x^ ...Xk) then 
s~' = (Xi X^Xt) 

as may easily be verified ind hence s~' is similar to s. But 
every substitution is a product if a number of independent cycles, 
the inverse substitution is then the product of the inverse cycles ; 
hence any substitution is similar to its inverse. 

273. If m substitutions s■^, s , s^ are such that the product 
of any two of them is itselt one ot the m substitutions, these m 
substitutions are said to form a group. 

Thus as may be at once verified 

are groups. 

The number of substitutions included in a group is called the 
order, the number of letters affected is called the degree of the 
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Thus the two groups written down are of order 2 degree 2, 
and of order 3 degree 3 respectively. 

Now the n letters x),, x^, ■•■ a^n can be arranged in nl waya, 
hence the total number of substitutions affecting n letters is nl. 
These substitutions obviously form a group, it is of degree n and 
of order nl. This group is called the symmetric group for the n 
letters iCi, tv^, ... Xn,. 

It is useful to have a symbol by which to denote this group, 
the symmetric group for the letters ^i, ^2, ... x^ will be written 
\x,x.i ... x„]. 

More particularly this symbol will be used to denote the sum 
of all the substitutions of the symmetric group. 

Again the product of two even substitutions is obviously an 
even substitution, hence the even substitutions which affect n 
lettere form a gi'oup. This group is called the alternating group. 
Let 

be the members of the alternating group, and 

T„ fl-s, ... ffm' 

the remaining substitutions which affect the letters x„ w^, ... w„. 

Then these latter substitutions are all odd ; and hence the 
product of any two of them is an even substitution. 

Now if (1, t.2, U be any three substitutions and 

tA = t,ts, 

then tr^t{t., = tr''t^%, 

and hence % = %. 

By hypothesis the substitutions s^, s^, ... s„, rr^, t.^, ... 0-^' are 
all different, hence the substitutions 

O-iSi, ffjSs, ... ffiSm, Ti', 0",(7j, ... (TiiTn,- 

are all different. But the former set include all the substitutions 
of the n letters, hence the latter must do so too. Hence the even 
substitutions 

form the alternating group. And therefore 
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The symbol [wiXi ... x„\' 

will be used to denote the sum of the even substitutions minus 
the sum of the odd substitutions of the letters 



This will be called the negative symmetric group, and ( 
the other hand 



will be called the positive symmetric group of the n letters. 
For example 

274. As an illustration of the notation just introduced ' 
remark that the determinant 



61 h 



may be written 

{ah ... h]' a-Jy^ ... kn, 

the substitutions being supposed to affect the letters and not the 

. Or adopting a double suffix notation we may write 

i «,,, a,, 2 ... a,,„ 



where the first sufEx only appears in the substitutions and is alone 
affected by them. 

Or again 

a^' b" cP 

a<i 65 c' ={aJc}'a^i2o''- 



As an example of the use of the positive symmetric group, 
referring to % 44, we observe that the rth polar of the form 
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may be conveniently written 

fflj! % = — {ctiOi ■■- 0-4 a,^ix.2^ ... a,-^a.'+i^ -■■ a„^- 

275. Consider any function F of the coefficients of certain 
linear binary forms a,,, /S,,, 73;, which is homogeneous and linear 
in the coefficients of each form separately. We may write 

where the 0's are functions of the coefficients of the linear forms 
7j, B^, ... of the same character as F. 

Then l»/3)' !' = (««[,(.,-«; 

i.e. {a^y F is the product of {a0) and a function which does not 
contain the coefHcients of a^ or jS^. 

Again we may write 

F=Xa,.^,yt4>,;,.t, (r,s,t= 1,2), 
but here the suffixes r, s, t can never be all different. 

Now 

|a^7]'a,./3s7i= a,- a, «! \ 
\l3r 13, 8t\, 
y,- 7s 7i '■ 
hence [al3jYF=Q. 

In the same way if Kj , a. , . - - be any ^-ary linear forms, where 



and F be any function homogeneous and linear in the coefficients 
of each, 

{a,a,...a^,rF=0, 



where the substitutions affect the first suffixes only, and -^ i 
function of the coefficients of 
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The expression | a,tXi ... o^ | 

will be used as an abbreviation for the determinant just wiitten 
down. 

Again, if r > », 

{a,a,...a,.}'F=0; 

and if r <^, it is easy to see that 

where A;, is one of the determinants of the matrix 



It is unnecessary to suppose that a,.^i, a,.,s, .-■ o^i-.p are the 
coefficients of a linear jJ-ary form «, , The facts just established 
are true if F is homogeneous and linear in each of any m sets of 
quantities 



there being p quantities in each set ; and a one-to-one corre- 
spondence between the members of any two setsi 

Thus in particular : If F is a function homogeneous and linear 
in the coefficients of each ofm binary n-ics 

(si^o, a,,i, ... ai,,iii;iCi,iCj)", ... (am,„, a™,i, ... ar„,n'^^„ «=)", 
m being greater than n+ I, then 

{u,a,...a.^,}'F=0 (i), 

{«,«, ... 'Xn+r]'F=\ara, ... a„+i [ ■ -^i (iO, 

|«,a, ...o„)'l'=|a,a.... a.„^| (iii), 

where ike substitutions affect the first suffixes only of the coefficients 
S, 9J I ^i*^ ••• ""-n I ^ *^s determinant of n + l rows and columns 
formed by the coefficients of the n + l quantics concerned ; 

I aio, ... a„y9 ; 
is the same determinant with quantities yS,,, /3,, ... /3„ replacing 
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these quantities being homogeneous and linear in the coefficients of 
the quantioB represented by On+i, <Wa> ■■■ *ini 'f'*'^ where F^ is 
homogeneous and linear in the coefficients of the quantics represented 
by a„+2, ... a™. 

The first two of the above results are sufficiently clear from 
what has already been said. As regards tbe last we observe that 

where A\ is one of the determinants of the matrix 



That is Aa may be taken to be the minor of a„+i, * in the 
determinant 

I a,a2 ... a„+i |, 



276. Let the quantics of the last paragraph be represented 
symbolically thus 

(a.,„,«..„... a,,„5^„ *■,)" = K<^']", (r = l,2, ...m). 

Then the determinant | aia^ ... a^+j | is an invariant, for it may 
be written symbolically 

n(<l"o.") (r,s-l,2,...m^r + s). 

Hence if I'is an invariant, then f, is also an invariant. 
Again we can shew that if F is an invariant, then 

is a covariant. For let A,- be the minor of 0,1^-1, r in the determinant 

1 OiM; ... a,ij.i |. 
Then since .Fis an invariant 
is also an invariant. 
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Now we know that 2a,i+i, r-^r and 2a,i+j,r( ) «i"~''ic/ are 
both invariantive, and hence that the quantities 

and «i", ()*,"""' iCj, ... I ] iCj" 

form two cogredient seta Therefore, since %^fAr is an invariant, 

2/3r ( ) iK]"~'3'2'' must also be iavariantive. In other words 

is a CO variant. 

If F were a covariaDt, and contained the variables Wi, x^, then 
ft, /3i, ... y3„ would also contain these quantities; in this case the 
form 

(A,A, .../3,.5y„!/,)- 

is a covariant in two sets of v 



277. As examples of the use of the results just e 
we may instance the fundamental identity for binary forms 

[abc]' {ah) {cd) = 0\ 
that for ternary forms 

[abed]' {ahc){def) = fi, 
or [ab<:d\'{ohs){cdf) = (i] 

those for quaternary forms 

[ahcde]' {abed) {e/gh) = 0, 

[abcde]' {ahfg) (cdid) {ejkl) = 0, 
and so on. 

Let / be an invariant linear in the coefficients of each of n + 1 
binary Ji-ics ; then with the notation of | 276 we have 

[uiiXi ... a„+j)'/=X|0i«2 ... Qji+il 
where \ is some constant, possibly zero. 
If n is odd we may take 

7 = (aWaei)»(ai=fa<")" ... (fiWji"'-'-")". 
In this case, provided the n + l quantice are all linearly inde- 
pendent, 
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is different from zei-o, for all terms of / in which two coefficients 
have the same suffixes are destroyed by the operator, and the rest 
are obtained from 

„„.,[-(;)...,_][(;)».._] 

by interchanging both the first suffixes of pairs of brackets in all 
possible ways keeping the order of the three first suffixes un- 
altered — so that the first suffixes of any one bracket are always 
of the form (2r — 1), {2r) and in this order — and by then inter- 
changing the iirst suffixes inside individual biackets, each such 
interchange being accompanied by a change of sign. But both 
these operations are effected by 



— since the first only requires even substitutions. Hence 

{ajH, ... «„+i|'/ = A,{a|ttj ... a,i+ij'ai,o«£,nMs,i '^4,51-1 ■■■ « m-i a b+i 

where \ is not zero. Hence when n is odd 

is reducible. 

Again, if n — 4, it is easy to see that this invariant is irre- 
ducible. Let lis suppose that it be reducible, then 

I aia^tx^atai \ = 2/5/3 

where /, is an invariant of degree r. 

Now Is must be of the form (ft'''' a*")*, whei'c r, s are two of the 
numbers 1, 2, 8, 4, 5 ; hence 

and therefore \aia.ia^a.ia.^{\aiOL^as^,a^\ 

= 5 IlaiaaOBOiasI = 0. 

This we know to be untrue in general, hence the hypothesis, 
that the invariant in question is reducible, is false. 



y Google 



27'7-279] GENERAL THEOREMS 331 

278. Let s be any substitution of the symmetiic group 

{(IiMe... rt„], 
then ((tiOj ... n„}s = {ttjCta ... On]- 

For {diCta ... a,i}s contains nl terms, which are ail different 
(if (7 and ct' are different substitutions, then as and <t's are also 
different), and are all members of the positive symmetric group 
{aiKi ... ff„j. 
Similarly s[ai(h ■•■ aa] = (ai«2 ■-- n-.ii- 

Now any purely formal relation between substitutions will 
still hold good if the sign of every transposition be changed; 
hence 

5 {ai((s . .. (I,,)' = ± {ctiCa .. . «„}' 

according as s is an even or odd substitution, in particular 

{(li«s) JdiCti ...«„!' = - [Oida ... a,,}'. 

Again if fi^Oj . . . an] be any positive symmetric group and 

[aiOihs ... hm\' 

be a negative symraeti-ie group, the two groups having a pair of 

common letters, then 

[a,a^ ...On] {aitt^bs ... b,„\' 

— {Oi^h ■■■ <»ji}(ti«a)[— ("itta) {o.iClJ)-i ... bm]'] 

= — {a,a2... On] \(h<hK--- bm]' = 0. 

Similarly [aiaab, ...bm]' {ai<h - . . On} = 0- 

Thus if two symmetric groups, one positive the other negative^ 
have a pair of common letters, their product is always zero, 

279. The following purely formal theorem enables us to 
establish various results relating to invariants. 

Let the letters Aj, a,, ... «,, be arranged in any manner in 

horizontal rows, so that each row has its iirst letter in the same 

""'■'■'"«' column, its second letter in a second vertical column, and 

and so that no row contains more letters than any row 

t. 
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Thus for four letters a^Q^a^a^ the live possible Icinds of arrangement of 
the tableau would be 



Then form the substitutional e 

s=S(?i(?, ...(?ftr,'r/...rfe' 

such that G, is the positive symmetric group of the letters of the 
first row, Ga that of the letters of the second row, and so on, G/, 
being that of the letters of the last row ; and that F,' is the 
negative symmetric group of the letters of the first column, 
r/ that of the letters of the second column, and so on, Fk being 
that of the letters of the last column (in case a row or column 
contains only one letter, it is understood that the positive or 
negative symmetric group of a single letter is unity). 

Let US suppose that in the tableau considered there are a^ 
letters in the first row, a^ in the second, and so on ; where owing 
to the conditions laid down 



-.(I); 



let Ta,,^, ... a be the sum of the m! expressions S obtained by 
permuting the letters in the tableau in all possible ways, the 
numbers a^, 1X2, ... a^ of letters in the various rows remaining 
fixed. 

Then S^.„„„.„.^2'„„.„..,„^=l 

where the summation extends to ail possible values of the numbers 
a,, flj, ... Kft which satisfy the conditions (I); and A„„„j, ... ^^ is a 
numerical coefficient which can be uniquely detemiined. 

For two letters we have 

l^i'A + ^T,., 

For three letters we have 
as can easily be verified. 
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280. Let the 2"s be arranged in the order defined by the con- 
vention that 'I\^,a;, ...a. comes before T'p,,^,,,,,^, when the first of 
the differences 

which does not vanish is positive. 

Now if S be one of the n ! expressions of which 2*,^^ „„ ... „ is 
the sum, then r,!,, »., ...aj is obtained from S by permuting the 
letters in all possible ways and taking the sum. Hence if when jS 
is expanded as a sum of substitutions, any particular substitution 
s occurs in it, then in Ta,, <^. ... o.^ the sum of all the substitutions of 
the symmetric group of the letters a^, ttj, ... «,, similar to s must 
occur. Hence defining ip„a„..,3^ to be the sum of all those 
substitutions whicb are formed of k cycles of orders Si_, 0^. ... ^j,. 
respectively, it follows that 

J'.„,,,....-SV».,...»,'f...„...f, (II), 

where A.,g„p„ ... 3j is a numerical coefficient. 

If cycles of order unity, which are equivalent to the identical 
substitution, be introduced, we may suppose that the suffixes of 
t?,.0^....p satisfy the conditions 

The t's are now defined by numbers which obey exactly the 
same conditions as those which define the T's. The number of t's 
must tben be equai to the number of T's, let us say equal to M. 
Now the equations (II) may be regarded as a system of linear 
equations expressing the t's in terms of the T's. Hence if these 
equations are all independent 

i0„fe..,3„ = 2M.„.„...a,2'.„,....,.«. 
and in particular 



If' these equations are not all linearly independent, there must 
be a relation of the form 

1,BT = 0. 
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111 order to prove the impossibility of such a relation, it will be 
shewn that 



when r,,,, „^ comes after T^,. $^, ... p,^ the T'a being arranged in 

the order defined above ; and that 

(ii) J'"..,..,-^..,+ 0. 

Let S = PN be one of the n I expressions of which T^,, „,, ... ^^ is 
the sum, where P denotes the product of the positive symmetric 
groups, and iV that of the negative symmetric groups. Similarly 
let S' = P'N' be one of the expressions of which ^p,, ^5, ... 3^, is the 
sum. If one of the groups of P' contains a pair of letters containeci 
in any one group of N then, § 278, 

Consider the tableau by means of which S is formed, a^ is the 
number of letters in the top row, it is also the number of columns, 
and consequently it is the number of the positive symmetric 
groups in P. Again a^ is the number of letters in the second 
row, and hence «i — Wa is the number of columns which contain 
one letter only. Similarly 03 — a, is the number of colunms 
containihg exactly two letters, and in genei'al cij — «;+, is the 
number of columns containing exactly i letters. 

If /3i > Hi there ai-e more letters in the first row of the tableau 
for S' than there are columns in the tableau for S. Hence one 
group at least of the product P' contains a pair of letters belonging 
to the same gi-oup of N ; and therefore 

^^^ = 0. 

In order that NP' may be other than zero, ive must then liave 
^1 :)> «i. If this condition be satisfied but 

we see that there ai'e more letters in the first two rows of the 
tableau for S' than can be arranged in the tableau for 8 with 
the condition that no three occur in the same column. In this 
case some group of iV" must contain three of the letters of the 
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first two groups of P\ aud therefore two of the letters belonging 
to one of these groups, Hence if 

then NP' = 0. 

Again if ft + ^^ + /9s > a, + a, + a^, 

some one group of iV must contain four of the letters belonging to 
the first three groups of P', and again NP' vanishes. 

Proceeding thus we see that NP is always zero unless 

Wi-tA, a, + a,H:ft+^„ ... «, + «,+ . .. + n;<tA + y2,+ .,. + ft. 

We deduce that if the first of the differences 

«,-ft. 0,-A, ... 

which is other than zero is negative, then NP' is zero, i.e. if 
^o,, ^. ... ^^ comes after T^^_ ^^, „. ^^ then 

NP' = ; 
and hence 

?'„,. „,. ... .^ 2"^,, s„ ... ^„- (^PN) (IP'N") = 0. 

Next we must prove that 

f .„ »„ ... », 'A„ .,. ... ,, = T\, „^, ... „,+ 0. 

For this purpose it is only necessary to shew that the 
coefficient of the identical substitution is other than zei'O. Now 

^",. «.,... ..= 2^3,. 3.. •..B.*J3„3>,...S. 

but every substitution is similar to its reciprocal substitution ; 
hence if s he any substitution contained in t^^^ g^^ „. p^ , s~' must also 
be contained in this expression. It follows that in T^,, o,, ... o, both 
s and s~' have the same numerical coefficient. In 2*^, a.„ ... o^ the 
only products which produce the identical substitution are those 
obtained when a substitution s is taken in the first T, and s~' in 
the second. Hence the required coefficient of the identical 
substitution is of the form Xk", which, being the sum of a number 
of positive terms, cannot be zero. 

Let us now suppose that there is a relation of the form 
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and let XTo,, „;, ... „^ be the first terra of this relation, the tei-ms 
being arranged in the order defined above. Then 
[SM']2',„.„..,„^=0. 
And hence by the relation (i) 

therefore by (ii) \ = 0. 

Thus no T can be the first term in such a relation ; in other 
words the equations (II) are linearly independent. Hence 

l = 2^„,,,.,..„,r„„„ ,.^ (III). 

Q.E.D. 



281. The coefficients in this scries have been caleirkted* but 
as their values are not of importance for our present purpose we 
merely quote the formula 



• l^ n(<,„+/.-r)i )■ 



The substitutions SiS^ and SjSi are similar, for 

their coefficients in the expansion of T^^^ ^^_ ... ^^ a 
same. Hence since 

it follows that also 



! therefore the 



If T. 



= tP'J^' c 



s before T^,,, 



it has been shewn 



that 



NP' = 0. 

Hence also P'^'' = 0, 

and N'P'NP = 0, 

and [2iVT'][5iVP] = 0, 

and thei-efore T^^, e„ ... ^^.T,„ .„ ... ., = 0. 

That is, the product of any two different jT's is zero. 
' i'oung, Pfoc. Lc/id. Math. Soc. vol. xsxiv. p. 361. 
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Now multiply the relation (III) by '1\, 
once 

282. By polarizing the form 



once with respect to each of the sets of variables 



wc obtain an expression which may be written 



If in F, each of the sets of variables is replaced by the 
original set a^, X2, ... x,-,, we obtain the form F from which we 
stai-ted. Neither the passage from F to F^ nor that from J*, to F 
affects the invariant properties of F, so that we may regard J** and 
F-i as equivalent. 

Similarly if /(a'", a.'^\ ... a'™') be an invariant linear in the 
coefficients of each of m quantics of the same order, whose 
coefficients are 

«,<■■', a,f', ... (r-1, 2, ... m), 
then {(i*"a'^' ... «'""}/(«''', a^'', ... a'"") 

is an invariant which may be obtained by means of Aronhold 
operators from an invariant of a single qnantic. 

Again if P be the product of h positive symmetric groups, 
which between them contain all the letters «"', a'-*, ... a*"", but no 
two contain the same letter, then 

is an invaiiant which may be obtained by means of Aronhold 
operators from an invariant of k quantics. 
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283. Peano's Theorem. Let F(a"\ «'=', ,.. »*"") be a 
covariant linear in the coefficients of each of m binary «-ics 

(a.",a,",... o."?^,,^,)"; f-1,2, ...m. 

Operate on F with the two sides of the identity § 280 (in.) 



1 - s^.., ... 


.....''.„*... 


then i'=S4.„.. 


....,''.,..... 


Now 2'„^_ „,, „, 


, - iPN, 


where N has a factor of the forn 




(<.««» 


«"")'. 


IS h>n+l, then hy § 275, 




rf „ = „.:, '»"""■■■ 

(«"«» ... or,*]'!-: 
if * = «, 


CI»l)'J' = 



.R, 

|aWa(=' ... ftC'j'F^lKWa'^t ... a^Ol, 
where (Qoi Qi> ■■■ Qn^J'^i, "'2)'" is a covariant of the forms considered. 
Hence when k>n+ 1, 

when A = H + 1, 'I\,^^_, „,F is a sum of terms each of which 
contains a factor of the form \a"*a'^'' ...a'"+" |; when h = n, 
2'.„,,„.., o,-^ is a sum of terms of the form | a<"a'^' ... ((""Q j. 

Now the number of positive symmetric groups in f is A; 
hence by § 282, Ta„B„...a„^ is a sum of terms each of which is 
obtainable by means of Aronhold operators from a covariant of 
only h different n-ics. 

Let us suppose that F is s, covariant type which does not give 
any irreducible covariant, unless we are considering a system of 
more than n m-ics. Then 

if A < n + 1, T^^^ „^ „, ^Fis reducible for it is obtained by Aronhold 
operators from reducible forms : iik>n + l 
T^„^....^^F=0; 
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and if k = n+l, T^,_ „,, ... ^^F is a sum of terms each of which 
contains a factor of the form | ffl'"a'^' ... a*""*"'' I, and is thus 
reducible unless m = n + 1 

Hence eve}]/ type of the bmai-y ii jg win h dopb not furnish 
an irreducible LOtanant Jo? a system uf n n tc^ 21 reducible, 
witlt the possible ejceptivn of tlte inianant type 



Further it has been shewn that, if h = n, T^,,^._^^F is equal 
to a sum of terms of the form | a"-'*a'^^ ...rt'"'Q '. But if the 
invariant [ ffl"'rt'-' ... «'"+" | is reducible, the invariant 

is reducible in the same way. Hence when the above invariant 
is reducible every irreducible type furnishes an irreducible co- 
variant for a system of n, — 1 n-ics. 

It has been shewn § 277 that this invariant is reducible when 
n is odd ; thus the covariants of any number of cubics can be 
obtained by means of Aronhold operators from those for two 
cubics. 

Similar results may be obtained in exactly the same way for 
ternary forms, or for forms involving any number of variables. 

Thus all covariants of any number of ternary m-ics may be 
obtained by means of Aronhold operators from the system for 

( ) ~ 1 ternary )!-ics with the possible exception of the 

invariant determinant of I ] rows and columns, each row 

being formed by the coefficients of one m-ic. 

Ex. Shew that the determinant formed by the coefficients of six conies is 
an irreducible invariant of the system- 

284. Peano's theorem was first- proved by means of an ex- 
pansion due to Capelli*, which is virtually the same as the 
expansion used here, but is expressed in terms of polar operators. 

' "Sar les OperationB dans la Thfiorie des foimes Alg^briques," Math. Ann, 
Bd. 37. See also " Leaioni suUa Teoria delle Forme Algebriohe," Cli, I. g xsni. 
by the same writer. 
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It is sufficient, in order to make tiie compaiison clear, to point 
out that if / be a function linear in each of n sets of 5-aiy 
variables, a^, a^, ... «„; then 

|a,as...«A}'/=2AA/j 
where Aj is one of the determinants of the matrix 



ai,2 



and in fact is equal to S'a,.a„...ii^f where 

-Ha„«„...«, = 2A.A, 
D>, being the determinant of the matrix 

a 9 



5 
9aj2 



9 



The 



obtained by writing ,r for a,-,s in each element of Aa- 

In the ease of binary forms, if ni™6y" be polarized so as to 
obtain a function of m + n sets of binary variables, and then the 
identity § 280 (ill.) be applied, we obtain a proof of Gordan's 
§ 52, which is a particular case of the series of Capelli. 
coefficients in Gordan's series are not apparent, but it is possible 
to obtain them by these methods*. 

Thus if /=»i(ji(Vs) ... aifmibydjbyiii ... byM, 

then ra„a„...a./=0, 

when S > 2. 

If h=2, we need only consider those expressions PN which 
are of the form 

PN= 



■■!/''\b'" 



* See Young, Proi:. Loi 



[xWyi'- 



'. Math. Sec. vol. s 
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and ill this case 

Pff./. p. («»';,«+•) ... («'•-« !,»)(«S)"-'».'.-.+J ... 0.-V' •■■ V«, 

which may be obtained by polarization from 

In just the same way we see that, if «, y, z be ternary variables, 
a^™by^Cjf can be expanded in a series each term of which may be 
obtained by polarisation from a term of the form 

X {ayysf {ahcf (ahxy)}' {bcxyy' {caxyy' aj'' bJ''oJ'\ 
where 



V,- 



ih = (X2y^-x^y2 




W2 = a-a3'i-iCi3/a 




% = a;,i/s-a^2/i 




i(, = 




point s lies on 
nee «i, 'U^, U3 a 


the straight line joining 
re really the coordinates 



the points x and y. 
of a straight line. 

We see then that all covaviants of ternary forms which contain 
any number of variables can be expressed in terms of polai'S of 
covariants which contain the variables a> and u only. The it's were 
introduced for geometrical reasons § 207, but it is now apparent 
that they are necessary to make the analytical theory complete. 

285. Let iK'", (k"', ... ic"" represent n sets of 5-ary variables 
a^i'", iKa*'', , . . a^g""' ; r = 1, 2, , . , n. 

Then if J" be a function linear in each of these sets, we Bee, in 
the same way as before, that PNF is a function obtainable by 
polarization from a function, not necessarily linear, of 

1st the single set a','", x^"^, ... (Cg'", 

2nd the determinants of the matrix 



y Google 



362 THE ALGEBRA OF INVARIANTS 

3rd the determinants of the matrix 



[CH. XVI 



md so on, and lastly of the determinant 



These may be all regarded as auxiliarj- variables. It will be useful 
to denote the variables of the 2nd set, viz. the determinants of the 
matrix 



by the letter 2«, with appropriate suffixes. . Similarly the third set 
will be denoted by ^ and so on. 

Then in taking the complete system of concomitants of 5-ary 
forms we have ^ — 1 different kinds of variables which may 
appear. 

The geometric meaning of these variables is easy to obtain. 
A space of y — 1 dimensions being under consideration, the variables 
ce or ,ai represent point coordinates: the variables ^a^ are line 
coordinates; the variables 3a; are plane coordinates, and so on. 

The linear substitutions by which these auxiliary variables are 
transformed, when any linear transformation of the point coor- 
dinates is made, are easy to find. The variables ix and q-iX are 
contragredient, and in fact 



is an absolute concomitant. As a particular case, when q is even*, 
this leads to a relation between the variables ,«. This remark 

has already been illustrated for quaternary fonns | 220. 
* The oiise of binarj forms is of coarse an exi;ei.-ion. 
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286. Let a^"\ aj'^\ ... a^'"^ be any n linear 5-ary forms ; and 
F a function linear in the coefficients of each. Then apply the 
formula 

where substitutions interchange the sets of coefficients 



Consider the form PNF, it is a sum of terms each of which 
s a product of determinants of matrices of the form 



cdW a/> 



Moreover if N has two negative symmetric groups of degree i 
and Ai^i^, £i^^ represent determinants from each of the correspond- 
ing matrices (the particular determinant being defined by the 
second suffix), then eveiy term of NF has a factor of the form 

Hence every term of PI^F has a factor of the form 

as is evident when the tableau from which PN is constructed is 
considered. But this is a coefficient of the expression 

[tAu'o^lS.Biia;] 
■ which is a covariant since the d's are contragredient to the x's. 

Now if PN is a term of y.,,.^,..,^^, N' contains a^ groups of 
degree h, Oh-i — a^ groups of degree h~l, and so on ; hence PNF 
is a linear function of the coefficients of concomitants of the form 

kA i'\^ i^A <<'\^ ...hA i-.'^ ^.,A "1^.,^ ...,A f"--'\^. 

Thus every function of the coefficients of certain linear forms 
can be expressed in terms of coefficients of concomitants of those 
forms. 

It is unnecessary to assume that the function is linear in the 
coefficients of each of the forms, in order that the above theorem 
may be true. For the function can be made linear by means of 
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Aronhold operators, and after the above process the original 
coefficients can be restored without affecting the invariantive 
properties in question. 

Further the foi-ms considered may be symboUcal, and we at 
once deduce that every integral function homogeneous in the 
coefficients of each of certain q-ary forma can be eiepressed as a 
linear fmction of the coefficients of the concomitants of those 
forms. 
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NOTE OS" THE SYMBOLICAL NOTATION. 

As we have said in § 82 the notation used in this work 
is really equivalent to Cayley's hyperdeterminants. The great 
advance made hy the German school lies in the possibility of 
transforming symbolical expressions, and, of course, in the proof 
that every invariant tbiTii can be represented as a combination 
of hyperdeterminants. The reader may feel the need of justifying 
directly the results obtained by manipulating umbral expressions 
and accordingly we shall indicate how the whole theory can be 
made to rest on differential operatoi'S, 

There are different ways of doing this. Salmon has remarked 
that./being a binary form of order n, since 



■' «lV'3s, '3t/J 
we may regard/ as being equal to 

where «i^a,' = U - , U-- ■ 



Hence we may suppose that 



and that the final operation is on 
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Ajiy symbolical expression can be thus at once transformed 
into one exactly like it biit involving only differential operators, 

eg- if 

/-a.-, *-A-. 
then 

-'A *! 





(«/3)'o,— '/3." 


-' 


/.si. 




Id d- 



In any calculation we may omit the operand while we trans- 
form the operator. 

After this the reader who wishes to do so will have no difficulty 
in developing the theory of the symbols when they are regarded 
as differential operators. 

For another method see Kempe, Proc. L.M.S. vol. xxiv. p. 102 
and Elliott, Proc. L.M.S. vol. xxxiil. p. 231. 

Some interesting general remarks on the underlying principles 
of the symbolical notation will be found in Study, Metkoden 
Tema/re Formen ; and some very curious remarks in Lie-Scheffers, 
Vorlesimgen uber Gontinuierlichm Griippen, p. 720. 

This is the most convenient place to give a brief explanation 
of the so-called Chemico- Algebraic theory — an idea originally due 
to Sylvester which has perhaps attracted more attention than its 
intrinsic merits deserve. 

In this theory an atom in chemistry corresponds to a binary 
form in algebra, and the valency of the atom to the order of the 
form. To each unit in the valency of an atom, in the chemical 
theory, a bond is supposed to correspond, and each such bond can 
connect the atom in question with an atom of valency one such as 
Hydrogen. Thus Oxygen is of valency two, and there exists a 
compound OHj which is written graphically 

H— 0-H, 

there being two bonds proceeding from and one from each H. 

Since each unity in the order of a form gives rise to one 
possibility of transvection with another form, the analogy is evident 
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— if we have a binaj-y quadratic o^ and two linear forms lix, h'^ the 
formula OHa corresponds to the algebraic expression 

{oh) {oh') 
an invariant of the three forms. 

Then Carbon being of valency four we have the compound 
(Marsh Gas) 

H 

I 
CH, or H— G— H 

I 
H 

and this corresponds to the invariant 

(ch){ch')(ch"){eK") 

of a binary quartic and four linear forms. 

The four hydi-ogen atoms iu CHj are supposed on chemical 

grounds to occupy similar positions* in the structure of the 

compound and hence CHj is more naturally like 

an invariant of a quartic and a single linear form h^. 

Then the compounds CHgCI, OHjCls etc. may be supposed like 
the invariants 

{chfick), (cky(ckf 

where k is written for CI and we see in the chemistry an analogue 
to polarizing in algebra. 

Guided by the above the reader will have no difficulty in 
writing down an invariant corresponding to any graphical formula 
however complicated — in fact the algebraic form of the invariant 
is only a different (perhaps a more concise) way of writing down 
the chemical formula 

Difficulties arise when we recollect that some atoms have 
apparently different valencies illustrated by S in SO^ and H^S, 
for of course a binary form can have only one order, Gordan 
and Alexeleff suppose that the corresponding algebraic form is 
then polarized. Thus S in SO^ would correspond to S^' and S in 
HsS to Sx'Sy and now the degree available for transvection is two. 

' Foe an explanation of this and the other chemical facts we have referred to 
Bee Soott, Cliemical Theory, chap. vi. 
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The idtja hag been developed by various wiiters in the 
direction of making the algebraic methods graphical (references 
in Meyer) and lately Gordan and Alexeleff* have written several 
papers in which the algebra is applied to chemistry ; the papers 
were criticised by Stndyf and from the objections and the replies,, 
tlie reader may be able to form his own opinion. We venture 
only to remai'k that the wonderful feature of the algebra is the 
capacity for reduction, and that, unless there is something cor- 
responding in chemistry, the whole theory seems to be no iiiore 
than a superficial analogy. It is of course certain that a reducible 
invariant often corresponds to a stable compound — moreover the 
general features which lead an algebraist to suppose a form 
reducible and a chemist to suppose a compound unstable are as 
nearly opposite in character as they can be. 

It has been stated in Chapter i. § 21 that there are two 
ways of obtaining relations between concomitants symbolically 



(i) By means of the fundamental identities 

(6c) a^ + (ca) b-, + (ab) c^ = 0, 

(&c) (ad) + (ca) (bd) + (nfi) (cd) = ; 

(ii) By means of the fa<;t that a concomitant is left unaltered 
when a pair of letters which refer to the same quantic is inter- 
changed. 

We give here a demonstration of the fact that all relations may 
be thus obtain ed|. 

Let F{G^ = be any identical relation (supposed rational 
integral and homogeneous) between concomitants Ci of any system 
of binary forms, 

.Let F(Ci)^lPj 

each term P, being itself a concomitant. Also let 

(A„,A„ ... A„^a,-^,ic,f = aJ' = b^^... 
be one of the quantics of the system. The introduction of the 
symbolical notation may be effected by operators like 

"'dA,'"^''''dA\^-^''' dA„ 

' IVicdemami's Annalinder Pkysit., 1899, 1900. + In Wiedemann. 

t Cf. Gocdan, Innariante-ntlteorte, Bd. ii. g 117. 
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Operating on F(Ci). These operators do not destroy the property 
that F{Ci) considered as a function of the coefficients of the 
quantics is identically zero. 

Hence if F(Gi) = 2P; bocomes Silt, where each term n^; is a 
symbolical product of factors of the forms (ab), a^, 

considered as a function of the symbolical letters. 

Owing to the manner in which the symbolical letters were 
introduced no distinction was possible between two letters which 
refer to the same quantic, hence XHk is unaltered by any inter- 
change of two such letters, and therefore the second method 
of obtaining relations between forma will have no effect here. 

Let Oi, ttj, Oj, ... Or be the symbolical letters, and Ki.tij, ... «, 
the orders of the qnantics to which they refer — if the forms Jlk 
are covariants we shall suppose that a,.,a = ^ii o-i-.i^ — ^i ^^^ that 
n,. is the order of 11^. Then applying the theorem of § 47, x being 
replaced by «i and y by a^, we obtain 



SHfc 



=ix^(a,a.y[a,^y''[Sn,o'], 



where Slli'-''' does not contain 0^. 

Now Sn^sO, hence every term of this series is identically 
zero. For if the jth. term be the iirst which does not vanish, we 
may divide by {aia^y, and then put a2 = ai, whence 

But this seiies is merely obtained by repeated use of the 
fundamental identities (see § 46), hence the reductions used so far 
belong entirely to the two classes mentioned. 

It may happen that XHt^^^ is not identically zero considered 
as a function of symbolical factors. In this case we may apply the 
same process again. 

Each time we do this the number of letters in the function 
under consideration is reduced. Hence in (r — 2) steps at most 
the expressions are reduced to expressions which are identically 
zero when considered as functions of the symbolical factors — for 
when only two letters are left there is only one possible symbolical 
factor. 

Thus the identity F{Ci) = is made to depend entirely on 
the two fundamental methods of reduction. 
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ON WROKSKI'S THEOREM AND THE APPLICATION OE 
TRANSVECTANTS TO DIPEEEEKTIAL EQUATIONS, 

The fomi of Wronski's theorem used in § 189 is not the usual 
one, bwt the determinant, which there vanishes, can be transformed 
in the following manner. 

and 

??'f 11 ' 

dx^cxl (n~\ — im)\ 



(«_X-^)! 
It follows that 



, d'+'-l 



where the -^'s are numbers depending on n, r, X and /a. 
Now in § 189 the determinant whose typical row is 

vanishes, hence so also does that whose typical row is 
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On using the value found above for 
the typical row of the determinant becomes 









'V'+^."'-.£: + - + A 



and since this determinant vanishes we infer, on modification 
of the columns, that the determinant whose typical row is 

9ai/' Sa^/"'' ■"■^ 
vanishes. 

If we replace x.^ by unity in the /'s, this ia the usual form 
of Wronski's determinant. 

For the sake of completeness, we shaU give an easy, proof 
of Wronski's theorem. 

If «i, «s, ... Wn+i he 51+ I functions of a single variable «, and 
the determinant whcee rth row is 

d%r (Pu^ d''Ur 
*■' dx ' da^' '"'daf' 
vanish, then there is an identical relation of the form 

Xiitj + XjWa + . . . + X„+i a,j+i = 0, 
where the X's are constants. 

In fact the vanishing of the determinant is the condition that 
the u's should be solutions of the same linear differential equation 
of order n, say 

d-'-y d"~'y 

We have therefore to prove that such an equation cannot 
have (n + 1) linearly independent integrals. 

The theorem is easy to establish when n is unity, so we 
assume it true for n~l and proceed inductively. 

Now u-i being a solution of the equation of order n, write 
y = it^Jwdx. 

24—2 
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It is quickly seen that vj is given by an equation of order 
11—1, say 

and this equation is satisfied by 

(^ic Vwi/ ' dx KvJ '"' Aas\ w, / ' 
hence by hypothesis there is a relation of the type 

Integrating and multiplying up by w, we obtain a relation 
of the form 

X|Ml + Xjltg + . . . + X„+|M„+, = 

between the (n + 1) functions u, so Wronski's theorem is completely 
established. 

The application of the result to the (r + 1) functions f shews 
that if iCj be replaced by unity, there is a relation of the type 

\/i + X,/3 + . . . + X,+, /,.+. = 0, 

and then making each / homogeneous again by the introduction 
of «5, the result quoted in § 189 follows at once. 

The device of changing from differential coefficients with 
respect to two variables to differentiation with respect to a single 
variable is often useful. 

For example, the rth transvectant of 
/=aa™, 1^ = 6/ 
is -^ = (d})''ax"''%"~''. 

Thus x^-^jr = (aj>^i, — a4>iX^''a^~''h^^~^ 

Jn-r) \ 5y . ^ {n-r + l) \ {m-r)\d'-\f d4> ^ __ 
n ! dxj^ ^ n'. ml dx/'^ dxj 
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Applying this to the nth transvectant of two forma f and 0, 
each of order n, we can reduce the problem of finding a form f 
apolar to to the solution of a linear differential equation of 
order n ; it follows at once that there are not more than n liaearly 
independent forms, and moreover from the algebraic theory we 
infer that all integrals of the equation are polynomials in Xi. 

Conversely a differential equation whose coefficients are poly- 
nomials can be reduced to a relation between trans vectants. To 
give a simple example, consider the equation 

the P's being polynomials in w. 

If 01, 02, 03 be three forms of oixlers rj, r-, r, respectively, 
and / be a form of order n, 

• ^^'' ~ii(«-l)'^"8«,' »i-, 3«, dici r,(r,-iy 3V 
Now replacing ajj by unity as usual, we can choose ^i, 0s, ips, 
so that 

«,-(/«■ +«i(/«' + (/W-o 

is the same as 

for the transvectant relation is 

1 . df 1 .d4>, ,. „ 



1 rf0, 1_ d'<^,_ 

r^ dxi rs (j'3 — 1) dxi' 
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The first equation gives ^3 and its order is that of P„, the next 
equation gives <^s and then the last gives ^; hence the trans- 
formation is always possible, but of course the coefScients depend 
on the order of the form /that is chosen to represent y. 



9 to further developments in connection with Differ- 
ential Equations will be found in Meyer's Berichte and in Klein's 
lithographed lectures on Linear Differential Equations of the 
Second Order. 
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JORDAN'S LEMMA. 

In Chapter IV. great use was made of this theorem : — If 

a: + ^ + 2 = 0, then any product of powers of x, y^ s of order n 

can be expressed linearly in terms of such products as contain one 

2n 
exfonent equcd to or greater than ^-, 

In I 64 a proof due to Stroh is given. We shall now give 
a simpler proof in which a much more general theorem is 
incidentally established. 

The general theorem may be stated as follows : — 
If a^, bx, Oj!, ... 

be a system of r distinct linear forms and 

«, 0, y,... 
be r positive integers satisfying the relation 

a + $-\-y + ... = n-r + l, 
then it is impossible to find binary forms 

A, B, G, ... 
of orders a, 8, j, ■■■ 

respectively such that 

«/-"4+ V"S_B + c^"-r(7 + .,. = o (I). 

In fact, suppose that such an identical relation exists and 
operate a + 1 times with 
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It is easily seen, by making a^ zero, that 1)"+' annihilates a 
binary form of order n only when that form contains the factor 
%""'; hence since a^, \, Ca,...are all different, we have 

ln-B-«-l B' + c^"-T---i C'+... = Q (II), 

where B', C", ... 

are of orders /3, 7, ... 

respectively and do not vanish identically unless 

B, C, ... 
do also. 

The relation (II) is of the same form as (I) except that r is 
changed into r — 1 and n is changed into n — a- 1 for 
^ + 7+... = K-)--a + l=(m-a-I)-(r-l) + l. 

Now a relation of the type (I) is impossible when )■ = 1 for any 
value of n unless the form A (the only one occuning) vanishes 
identically, hence by induction it is impossible for all values of n 
and the theorem is established. 

The forms A, B, C.... 

involve a + 1, ^ + 1, 7 + 1, ... 

arbitrarj- coefficients respectively, or in all 

Any binary form can be expressed linearly in terms of (n + 1) 
linearly independent forms of the same order, and since there is no 
identical relation of the foi-m 

«^"-» A + 6^"-s B + cj'--' C + ... = 0, 
it follows that any binary form of order )i can be expressed 
uniquely in the form 

a^"-- A + b^"'^ B + c^'-t C-v..., 
where a^, h^, Cr, ... are all different. A, B, G,... are of orders 
a, /3. 7i--- respectively, and 

a + /3 + 7+...=Ti-r + l. 
Consider now three linear forms 
*. y, s. 
where z = — {ie + y) and cc, y are the variables, 
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